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  McCue Crafted Fit has been 
recommissioned as fit out 
contractor for the new Acute 
Services Block at the Ulster 
Hospital in Belfast.  
The company has been sub-
contracted by GRAHAM BAM 
Construction to provide bespoke 
interiors and fit out for 126 
bathrooms for the project, which 
is due to begin in March 2018. 
This is the second project at 
the Ulster Hospital for McCue 
– the company was previously 
contracted to fit out 288 bespoke 
bathrooms within the Phase B 
Inpatient Ward Block, as part of a 
£261million investment that was 
completed last year.

  It has been a busy few months for 
Environmental Street Furniture (ESF) as the 
company won a major award for its international 
success closely followed by securing a contract 
in London.
The company, based in Newtownabbey, has 
been contracted by Canary Wharf Group PLC to 
provide pedestrian barriers to secure the Winter 
Lights Festival in London in January.
Alan Lowry, Managing Director of ESF said, 
“The barriers are proving to be a popular 
addition to our portfolio as they are very 
versatile and can be used in many settings 
including experience attractions, public, social, 
retail and leisure projects.” 
Securing the contract came not long after the 
company winning the ‘International Award’ at 
the prestigious UTV Business Eye Awards. 
To find out more about ESF, call (0)845 606 
6095 or visit www.worldofesf.com

  A new Supported Living 
Scheme that will boost the 
housing options for those 
diagnosed with early stage 
dementia in the Antrim and 
Newtownabbey area has moved 
a step closer to completion 
with an official topping off 
ceremony. 
The scheme, designed by 
TODD Architects with Tal Ltd 
appointed as project contractor, 
The Croft was developed 
by Choice Housing and in 
partnership with the Northern 
Health and Social Care Trust 
and the NI Housing Executive. 
This new residential 

development comprises 24 
units with 1-staff bedroom and 
associated staff facilities. The 
living units consist of 24 mixed 
self-contained apartments with 
communal facilities all built to 
wheelchair housing standards.
The new apartments, which will 
be available from May 2018, 
will enable local people with a 
care need to continue to live 
independently with the added 
security of care and support 
when they need it. 
For more information on Todd 
Architects, telephone 028 
9024 5587 or visit the website 
at www.toddarch.co.uk 

Les McCracken, Managing 
Director of McCue, said, “This is 
a fantastic project for us and we 
are incredibly excited to supply 
the Ulster Hospital again with the 
finest infection control materials 
on the market.”
With over 60 years’ industry 
experience, Carrickfergus based 
McCue Crafted Fit specialises 
in high quality refurbishment 
and fitting out, in addition to 
offering bespoke joinery services 
to a wide range of customers in 
varying sectors. 
For more information on 
McCue Crafted Fit, telephone 
028 9332 9000 or visit www.
mccuefit.com 

ESF HELPS LIGHT UP 
LONDON DURING WINTER 
LIGHTS FESTIVAL 

McCUE SECURES SECOND ULSTER 
HOSPITAL PROJECT

TOPPING OFF CEREMONY AT 
CHOICE HOUSING’S £3.1M SCHEME

McCue Crafted Fit has been recommissioned as fit out contractor for the new Acute Services Block 
at the Ulster Hospital in Belfast.

Alan Lowry, Managing Director of ESF, is pictured receiving the 
UTV Business Eye International Award from Brenda Buckley. 

Pictured at the topping out ceremony are (from left) Bob McCann, Chair 
of the Northern Health and Social Care Trust; Michael McDonnell, Choice 
Group Chief Executive; Hazel Bell, Chair of Choice; Peter Moran, Director 
Todd Architects; and Oscar Donnelly, Divisional Director of Mental Health, 
Learning Disability and Community Well-Being.  
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  Creagh has appointed 
William Doherty as the 
company’s new Managing 
Director at Creagh.  
William succeeded Seamus 
McKeague as MD at the 
beginning of 2018. Seamus 
will become the new CEO at 
Creagh. 
William has worked at 
Creagh for 11 years as 
Divisional Manager, 
becoming a Director in 2010. 
With a career spanning 
over four decades, his 
background is predominantly 
within the concrete, cement 
and quarrying industries.  
William is also currently 
President of the Concrete 
Society and Chairman of 
the British Precast Flooring 
Federation.
Creagh is confident that 
William will provide the 
leadership to take the 
company forward, working 
with all staff, with the 
support of the Creagh 
board to cement our role 
as a market leader in the 
concrete industry.
For more information on 
Creagh, telephone 
028 7965 0500 or visit 
www.creaghconcrete.com

  Belfast-born Stephen Martin, Director-
General of the Institute of Directors, will 
be the keynote speaker at this year’s 
Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) 
annual dinner in Belfast. 
Stephen began his career as a Quantity 
Surveyor before going on to hold senior 
management positions at engineering 
and construction companies. He currently 
holds one of the most influential positions 
in UK business. 
The annual dinner takes place on the 
evening of Friday, February 23, 2018 at 
the Hilton Hotel in Belfast. With over 190 

  James Hagan, Chairman and 
Founder of Hagan Homes, Northern 
Ireland’s largest homebuilder, won 
the ‘Outstanding Leadership and 
Management’ award at UTV Business Eye 
Awards in Belfast while Hagan Homes was 
also Highly Commended in the ‘Family 
Business of the Year’ category. 
James established Hagan Homes with 
the assistance of his brother-in-law 
Nigel Simpson, in Ballyclare, Co. Antrim 
in 1988 and under his leadership and 
management it has become an award-
winning company and has built almost 
3,600 homes across Northern Ireland 
since it was established almost 30 years 
ago.

IOD CHIEF SET TO 
SPEAK AT CIOB ANNUAL 
DINNER

NEW MANAGING 
DIRECTOR AT 
CREAGH

Stephen Martin, Director-General of the Institute of 
Directors, will be the keynote speaker at the CIOB dinner 
in Belfast.

JAMES HAGAN WINS OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP 
AND MANAGEMENT AWARD

attendees at the last annual dinner, this 
event is set to attract a strong attendance. 
Corporate and individual bookings are 
welcome and sponsorship opportunities 
are still available.
To book a table visit www.ciob.org

Dedicating the award to his late mother, 
Peggy, James said, “Accolades of this 
nature can create the impression that 
the achievements are down to one 
person and in terms of Hagan Homes’ 
success that couldn’t be further from the 
truth. We are a family business and our 
staff are part of our family. We have a 
very loyal, talented team, and I want to 
thank each and every one of our staff, 
past and present. This award recognises 
the effort they invest day after day 
to deliver an exceptional standard of 
service.”
For more information on Hagan 
Homes, telephone 028 9334 2234 or 
visit www.haganhomes.co.uk





A brand new trade only exhibition showcasing
the latest products and time saving services 

to building contractors and building professionals. 

FOR PRIME 
POSITIONS
BOOK  
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E: karen@kmpltd.co.uk
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WED 12 SEPT: 4PM - 9PM
THURS 13 SEPT: 9:30AM - 4PM

TITANIC EXHIB I T ION CENTRE, BELFAST

BUILD ELECTRICAL PLUMBING EXPO

BEPEX
at…
BELFAST 2018

BUILDEX
BOOK YOUR STAND TODAY!
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Within an environment of 
knowledge sharing and 
collaboration, BUILDEX 

is set to attract a targeted mix of 
construction industry visitors.
Whether you are launching a new 
product, reconnecting with the 
industry or simply want to explore 
new business opportunities, BUILDEX 
offers clear promotional and sales 
opportunities for exhibitors. This event 
will attract a diverse range of visitors, 
including 

The event will also attract 
facility and estate managers 
from the following sectors:

AS PART OF THE BUILD ELECTRICAL PLUMBING EXPO, THIS TRADE-ONLY CONSTRUCTION 
EVENT IN BELFAST IS ATTRACTING A HOST OF INDUSTRY-LEADING EXHIBITORS…

BUILDEX 2018

Stands selling fast at BUILDEX

BELFAST 2018
BUILDEX

NEW FOR 2018
DEDICATED DISCOUNT EVENING
This will take place on Wednesday, 12 
September from 4pm-9pm and includes a 
range of discounts and special offers.

INDUSTRY LEGISLATIVE SEMINARS
A number of industry experts will deliver 
seminars on the latest industry topics.

For more information on how to book your 
stand, contact Karen McAvoy on 028 9261 2990 
or 01 696 8319 or visit www.bep-ex.com or 
www.northernbuilder.co.uk 

INFORMATION...
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Local building supplier, JP Corry, 
has been stocked with a life-
saving defibrillator, as part of its 

Corporate Social Responsibility drive. 
The Springfield Road, Coleraine and 
L’Derry-based branches have all been 
equipped with defibrillators which local 
communities can use during a medical 
emergency.
In Northern Ireland, in a typical year, 
over 1,400 people suffer an out-of-
hospital cardiac arrest. Without a 
defibrillator, the chances of surviving a 
cardiac arrest decrease by 70%.
Ciaran Mc Connell, JP Corry Managing 
Director, said, “Placing defibrillators 
within our branches promotes better 
responses to a cardiac situation, and 
increases the chances of survival. We 
have numerous staff, customers and 
suppliers coming and going within our 
branches daily, so having a defibrillator 
onsite to assist someone experiencing 
a cardiac-related incident is very 

important to us.”
He added, “We have placed these 
in local locations within our branch 
network to offer as much coverage 
as possible, and would like to make 
the local community aware that they 
are accessible to the public and 
available to use if required”. 
With a representative in each branch 
responsible for the equipment, JP 
Corry welcomes members of the 
local community to visit their local 
site for guidance and familiarisation 
with the equipment.
The initiative will continue into 2018 
when further defibrillators will be 

THREE BRANCHES HAVE 
BEEN KITTED OUT WITH 
LIFE-SAVING EQUIPMENT 
THAT CAN ALSO BE 
USED BY THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY…

Defibrillators have been 
installed in the following 
JP Corry branches:

648 Springfield Road, Belfast
T: 028 9024 3661

12- 14 Mountsandel Road, Coleraine
T: 028 7034 2205

177 Strand Road, L’Derry
T: 028 7126 3692

DEFIBRILLATOR 
LOCATIONS

Defibrillator 
initiative at 
the heart of 
JP Corry’s CSR 
programme

installed as part of the programme.
JP Corry was awarded the CORE 
Standard - The Standard for Responsible 
Business – by Business in the Community 
Northern Ireland last June, recognising 
the company as an accredited leader in 
Corporate Social Responsibility. 
To find out more about JP Corry, visit 
www.jpcorry.com

 JP Corry has been supplying quality building   
 materials for over 200 years and currently   
 has a strong network of 17 branches across   
 Northern Ireland.  

Ciaran Mc Connell, JP Corry Managing Director with Carol Burrows, Commercial Manager, St John Ambulance (NI).



CB CONTRACTS (NI) LTD 

WOULD LIKE TO THANK 

ALL THEIR CUSTOMERS 

AND SUPPLIERS FOR 

THEIR SUPPORT OVER 

THE PAST 30 YEARS 

AND WISH THEM ALL 

A SUCCESSFUL 2018.
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Timber and panel products 
distributor, James Latham, is 
going from strength to strength, 

both in Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland.   
Under the stewardship of Darren 
McErlean, over the past few years, the 
business has consistently grown, and 
it is now looking at expanding its sales 
force.
Offering the most comprehensive and 
varied product range available in the 
market, Latham’s portfolio includes 
panel products, hardwood, joinery-
quality softwood, performance doors, 
solid surface, cladding and decking 
and comprises some of the most 
recognised brands in the world, many 
of them available on an exclusive or 
semi-exclusive basis, all from a single 
source and directly from stock.   
With a 24–48-hour service*, the 
business delivers daily into both 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland from its 60,000m2 warehouse 
in Leeds, one of 10 strategically 
placed, state-of-the-art facilities within 

the UK.  
“The sheer range of products that we 
offer, coupled with excellent product 
knowledge and technical expertise 
within our existing team, as well as 
a reputation for delivering excellent 
customer service means that business 
is booming and, in order to further 
grow sales and volume, we are now 
looking to bolster our sales team 
here,” said Darren.
Established in Liverpool in 1757, 
James Latham has an impressive 
and rich history and, over two and a 
half centuries, has built an enviable 
reputation. Under the continuing 
direction of the Latham family (the 

TIMBER SPECIALISTS, JAMES 
LATHAM, LOOK TO EXPAND 
THE COMPANY’S SALES TEAM 
ACROSS IRELAND…

Going from 
strength to 
strength

current management team includes 
a number of ninth generation family 
members) it has witnessed and 
often participated in a number of 
major historical and technological 
developments and this has moulded 
the business into an extremely 
forward-looking organisation.  
James Latham has made positive 
moves towards stocking products 
exclusively originating from sustainable 
and correctly managed forests, 
in particular FSC® and PEFC® 
certified products. The company is 
also a member and supporter of the 
Timber Trade Federation and was 
the first signatory to the Federation’s 
Responsible Purchasing Policy. 
For more information on James 
Latham, contact Darren McErlean 
on 07973 984851 or e-mail 
Darren.McErlean@lathams.co.uk. 
Alternatively, call the Leeds office on 
01133 870830 or visit 
www.lathamtimber.co.uk where you 
can also view or download various 
brochures and literature.

*DEPENDING ON LOCATION
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Construction Employers Federation, 143 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6SX
T: 028 9087 7143 – E: mail@cefni.co.uk

www.cefni.co.uk

agreement can be reached, it is a 
legally binding contract with all parties’ 
signatures.
For detailed information on how 
companies can refer a dispute and 
prepare for the mediation as well 
as the mediation process and the 
mediation panel, visit www.cefni.com, 
e-mail David Fry on davidf@cefni.
co.uk or telephone 028 9087 7143.

The Construction Employers 
Federation has launched a 
new mediation service for the 

construction industry.
Working in partnership with a panel 
of widely respected mediators, the 
Construction Employers Federation 
Mediation Service will provide a 
non-binding intervention between 
parties to promote resolution of a 
grievance, reconciliation, settlement or 
compromise.
It is open to all construction companies, 
their sub-contractors, design team and/
or employers – not just CEF members 
– and is seen as a quick, inexpensive, 
informal and confidential means to 
address disputes between contractors, 
sub-contractors, the design team and/
or employers. However, it does not 
cover dispute resolution between 
Government clients and contractors -  a 
separate dispute resolution mechanism 

is being developed for this.
Given the significant volume of 
disputes within the industry, the 
CEF Mediation Service will give 
all contractors the opportunity to 
resolve these in a mutually acceptable 
manner where an alternative dispute 
resolution clause has been inserted 
into a commercial contract, or where 
one is incorporated by agreement 
because of a dispute occurring.
The CEF Mediation Service is without 
prejudice – any party can walk away 
from it at any time in the process 
if they are unhappy. With further 
agreement, though, parties will still 
have the opportunity to return to 
mediation – or litigation, as is their 
right.
While entering into the process 
is voluntary, and the panel does 
not have the ability to impose 
a settlement on any party, if an 

Federation launches new 
Mediation Service

NORTHERN BUILDER BRINGS YOU THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CEF - THE CERTIFIED 
REPRESENTATIVE BODY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN NORTHERN IRELAND…

Engineer-inventor, sustainability expert 
and TV presenter, Dick Strawbridge 
MBE, will be the Guest Speaker at the 

CEF’s Annual Dinner at the Culloden Hotel 
on Friday, April 20. The 2018 dinner will also 
mark the first address of the Federation’s 
incoming President, Ray Hutchinson, 
Managing Director of Gilbert-Ash.
This special black tie event is designed for 
those members who want to entertain clients 
and business associates as well as those who 
just want a relaxing evening with partners.  
To book, contact Tracy Windrim on 028 
9087 7143 or tracyw@cefni.co.uk or visit 
www.cefni.com 

John Armstrong, CEF Managing Director, has called on local councils 
to take into consideration new figures on the homes required in 
Northern Ireland.

Commenting on the 2017 Housing Market Symposium Report, he said, 
“Since the revision of the Housing Growth Indicators (HGI) in 2016 to a 
requirement of 7,200 new builds in Northern Ireland each year to 2025, 
industry has consistently expressed its concerns as to the method of 
calculation that was employed in moving from the previous target of 
11,000 new homes per annum. This report now very clearly details that 
the 7,200 figure is no longer relevant. Indeed, the actual HGI now stands 
at 9,200 new build homes in Northern Ireland each year to 2025.
“As each of the 11 local councils are currently drafting their Local 
Development Plans for, at least, the next 10 years, it is absolutely critical 
that councils are made aware of and act on this significant development.”

Annual DinnerImmediate focus needed on critical 
new housing supply data



FACE PROTECTION

www.northernbuilder.co.uk NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE  | 15FOLLOW US ON:

JSP has introduced a new calculator 
on its PressToCheck™ website that 
quickly and easily illustrates the 

extent of the savings that can be made 
by using a reusable Force 8™ half mask 
with PressToCheck™ P3 filters, when 
compared to disposable masks.
According to JSP, hundreds, if not thousands of pounds, can 
be saved over a matter of months by using the system. It 
enables users to replace the filters every five days or so, rather 
than after just one use.
Apart from the massive savings in costs, a Force 8™ half mask 
with PressToCheck™ is far more effective than a disposable 
paper mask, since the unique system enables the wearer to 
determine whether a proper face fit has been achieved. There 
are three simple steps to using JSP’s PressToCheck™:

1 Fit – don the mask.
2 Press – squeeze the filters together to create a seal.
3 Check – inhale and feel the mask depress when an effective 
face fit is achieved, adjusting the mask if necessary.

Winner of the BSIF ‘Product Innovation Award 2014’, 
PressToCheck™ has revolutionised daily face mask fit-checking, 
and now it could revolutionise your PPE budget, too. 
Established in 1964, JSP is Europe’s leading independent 
manufacturer of ‘above the neck’ personal protective 
equipment (PPE), road safety products, and spill management 
and environment protection products. It exports to over 
95 countries and is the acknowledged European leader in 
industrial head protection.
For more information, e-mail Ireland Sales Manager, 
Stephen.beattie@jsp.co.uk, call 078 2731 9675, or visit the 
website at www.presstocheck.com

THE PRESSTOCHECK™ CALCULATOR FROM 
SAFETY EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURER, 
JSP, SHOWS HUGE COST SAVINGS ON ITS 
REUSABLE FORCE 8™ HALF MASK…

Face-fit reassurance 
from JSP
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Haldane Fisher has unveiled 
BATHLINE – the new dedicated 
brand for the company’s 

bathroom showrooms.
Following in the footsteps of successful 
rebrand of the plumbing and heating 
division to Plumbmaster, BATHLINE 
will provide a positive, dedicated focus 
on the bathroom sector for both retail 
and trade customers.

David Haldane, Managing Director of 
Haldane Fisher in Northern Ireland, 
explained, “This is another positive step 
forward in our strategy of bringing a 
new focus to the different aspects of our 
business while retaining the strong links 
to the Haldane Fisher name.
“However, it is much more than just 
a new logo – it is a complete change 
of culture. We have incorporated new 

in-house software systems, enhanced 
staff training and opened a dedicated 
distribution centre for BATHLINE. It is 
a fundamental change in how we do 
business and customers will reap the 
benefits of this.
“The Haldane Fisher name is a 
well known and trusted brand but 
now rather than simply seeing us 
as a specialist builders’ merchants, 

FOLLOWING ON FROM THE SUCCESS OF PLUMBMASTER, THE LEADING BUILDERS’ 
MERCHANTS HAVE UNVEILED ANOTHER SPECIALIST DIVISION…

BATHLINE – the new specialist bathroom 
division from Haldane Fisher

“It is much more than just a new logo – 
it is a complete change of culture.”



MERCHANT NEWS
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customers can now also see us as offering a 
dedciated bathroom service and a dedicated 
plumbing and heating service.”
Sonya O’Neill, Sales Manager for BATHLINE, 
is also keen to highlight the added benefits 
of the new Bathline division.
“We have six showrooms across Northern 
Ireland and each one has been upgraded, 
with new lifestyle bays showcasing the 
complete product service that we offer.
“Our staff have undertaken new product 
training and I am confident that we offer an 
unrivalled service in terms of being able to 
bring the customer through every step of 
the process.”
The new design service is integral to this, 
with the latest computer software available 
in each of the six showrooms as well as 
the addition of a VR headset in the Bangor 
branch.
Sonya added, “Customers can now easily 
visualise their finished bathroom thanks to 
our 3D technology. The VR headset takes 
this a major step forward, with customers 
able to virtually walk through their new 
bathroom. We have it at the Bangor 
showroom at the moment, but this can be 

Bathline showrooms at… 
NEWRY  BANGOR  PORTADOWN  LISBURN  BELFAST  COLERAINE
Visit www.bathline-bathrooms.com for more information

While BATHLINE 
brings with it a new 
retail-orientated focus, 
trade customers will 
also benefit from the 
introduction of Haldane 
Fisher’s new bathroom 
showroom division.
Sonya O’Neill, Sales 
Manager at BATHLINE, 
explained, “We analysed 
every aspect of the 
business and we have 
worked hard to ensure 
we don’t lose that 
focus on our important 
trade customers. We 
want them to use our 
BATHLINE showrooms 
as an extension of 
their own business by 
bringing customers into 
show them the wide 
range of products we 
have on offer and to 
also avail of the design 
services we provide.
“These can also benefit 
trade customers, as we 
can provide technical 
drawings and first fix 
diagrams. We want to 
work in partnership with 
our trade customers 
and I believe this will be 
a win-win for everyone 
involved.”
Of course, trade 
customers can also 
benefit from the fact 
that BATHLINE branches 
are also connected to 
each Haldane Fisher and 
Plumbmaster branch, 
meaning they can make 
their order in one place.

TRADE 
CUSTOMERS SET 
TO BENEFIT

moved to other branches while we may add 
more.
“This all highlights our focus on ensuring 
customers get their dream bathroom. We 
have a comprehensive product range from 
world-leading manufacturers. This includes 
sanitary ware, showers, taps, bathroom 
furniture and, for the first time, tiles.
“We are working with Halo Tiles and have 
a wide range of tiles on display around our 
showrooms. We also have a dedicated tile 
showroom and consultation area in our 
BATHLINE showroom on Lisburn with over 
35 large tile panels on display.
“Our staff have been exceptional. From 
learning about new products and our new 
systems, they have really bought into this 
whole process and I have no doubt our 
customers will enjoy the benefits of this.” 
The rebranding will be backed by a 
dedicated marketing campaign, as Stephen 
Rooney, Marketing Director, explained. 
“We have launched a new, standalone 
website and investing in advertising across 
social media and on TV to highlight the new 
BATHLINE range as well as exhibiting at 
home improvement and self-build events.”

“The Haldane 
Fisher name is 
a well known 
and trusted 
brand.”
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these issues, which will otherwise 
continue to constrain growth for 
construction and the wider economy, 
we need a functioning Executive 
again. The new Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, Karen Bradley, 
should do everything in her power to 
break the deadlock and facilitate a way 
forward in Northern Ireland.

Recent years have shown a good 
deal of renewed confidence 
within the construction sector in 

Northern Ireland, so the latest results of 
the FMB’s State of Trade Survey are a 
bit of a disappointment, demonstrating 
a definite dip for small and medium-
sized (SME) construction firms in NI. 
It’s difficult to pinpoint the precise 
reasons for these disappointing results, 
but we can certainly say that SMEs in 
Northern Ireland continue to face a 
number of serious barriers to growth, 
including the ever-worsening skills crisis 
which is impacting the whole of the 
UK; the often dysfunctional planning 
system; and sitting behind everything 
is the ongoing political stalemate in 
Stormont.
The Northern Ireland Assembly was 
dissolved in January 2017 and so we 
have reached a full calendar year of 
political uncertainty. This tends to leave 
at least some economic uncertainty in 
its wake, because it goes hand-in-hand 
with low levels of consumer confidence, 
and if consumers are less confident, 
the building industry particularly tends 
to suffer. If home-owners decide 
they should be more cautious, they 
are less likely to spend money on 
extensions, loft conversions, kitchens 
and bathrooms – the life blood of the 
SME builder.
The planning system also remains 
a concern for FMB members. 
The planning system in NI can be 
notoriously inefficient and the source 

of significant hold-ups 
and delays which then 
impact upon the rate of 
development of new homes. 
This undoubtedly acts as 
a major deterrent to small 
developers who need to 
see speedy returns on their 
investments. 
Very recently, Belfast 
City Council overhauled 
its planning system and 
introduced a new customer 
charter with ten operating 
principles to speed up the 
process. All local councils in 
Northern Ireland ought to 
follow Belfast City Council’s 
lead and look at their current 
system and see if they can 
speed up the process for applications. 
Foremost among all these difficulties 
is the fact that skills shortages are 
sky rocketing and many builders 
are struggling to find the skilled 
tradespeople they need in order 
to build the new homes and other 
projects which people want to see 
go ahead. More than two-thirds of 
construction SMEs are struggling 
to hire bricklayers, one of the key 
trades in the building industry. This 
has increased by nearly 10% in just 
three months, which points to a sharp 
worsening of an already dire situation. 
These figures have never been so 
high. 
In order to begin to address all of 

GAVIN MCGUIRE, DIRECTOR FMB NI, GIVES AN 
INSIGHT INTO THE POOR Q4 FIGURES OUTLINED IN 
THE LATEST FMB STATE OF THE TRADE REPORT...

Sharp downturn on construction

FMB NI CONTINUES TO GIVE MEMBERS THE EDGE AND NORTHERN BUILDER 
BRINGS YOU SOME OF THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS FROM THE ORGANISATION...

“Foremost among all these 
difficulties is the fact that skills 
shortages are sky rocketing and 
many builders are struggling to 
find the skilled tradespeople.”
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required of thin-bed adhesives. Tensile 
adhesion tests for the C1 and C2 
ratings are performed for four different 
storage conditions. For rapid setting 
tile adhesives, an early tensile adhesion 
strength of 0.5N/mm2 is requested 
after 6 hours.
Deformability - The deformability 
of hardened, cementitious thin-bed 
adhesives is tested using a predefined 
specimen (strip of material) and rated 

Adhesive products used for 
laying ceramic tiles are 
required to meet various 

performance standards. These 
are precisely defined in European 
standard EN 12004 (or ISO 13 007 
Part 1), which specifies the criteria 
for the C1 and C2 ratings (for 
cementitious adhesives), D1 and D2 
ratings (for dispersion adhesives) 
and R1 and R2 (for reaction resin 
adhesives) along with extra optional 
parameters. Standard EN 12004 sets 
out the background to the S1 and S2 
ratings for cementitious adhesives. It is 
important to be aware of performance 
criteria of adhesives and how they 
relate to your choice of product.

CEMENTITIOUS ADHESIVES
Tensile adhesion strength - The 
C1 and C2 ratings (specified in EN 
12004) relate to tensile adhesion 
performance. The Class C1 criteria 
represent the minimum requirements 
(min. 0.5 N/mm²) for all cementitious 
tile adhesives. The performance 
standards specified for Class C2 are 
appreciably higher, with a minimum 
tensile adhesion strength of 1 N/mm² 

bringing european innovation

 CLASS C1 CLASS C2

Tensile adhesion strength after dry storage > 0.5 N/mm2 > 1 N/mm2

Tensile adhesion strength after water storage > 0.5 N/mm2 > 1 N/mm2

Tensile adhesion strength after heat storage > 0.5 N/mm2 > 1 N/mm2

Tensile adhesion strength after freeze-thaw storage > 0.5 N/mm2 > 1 N/mm2

Waterproofing, tanking or tiling - 
get it right first time

JORIS SMET PROVIDES A MASTERCLASS IN EUROPEAN 
STANDARDS FOR TILE ADHESIVES - EN 12004…

Maldron Hotel benefitting 
from quality tanking and 
tiling products.
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as S1 or S2 (to EN 12004). While the 
S1 rating requires a deformability 
between a minimum of 2.5mm and 
5mm, Class S2 is reserved for highly 
deformable products achieving 
a minimum value of 5mm – a 
requirement twice that specified by 
the German Flexmortar guidelines.

DISPERSION ADHESIVES
The D1 and D2 ratings (specified 
in EN 12004) relate to shear 
strength. All dispersion adhesives 
are required to meet at least Class 
D1 requirements, i.e. by exhibiting 
min. 1 N/mm² shear strength after 
dry and heat storage. The D2 rating 
additionally requires a minimum shear 

strength of 0.5 N/mm² after water 
storage together with a shear strength 
- 1 N/mm² at elevated temperatures.

REACTION RESIN ADHESIVES
Like the D1 and D2 ratings for 
dispersion adhesives, Classes R1 
and R2 for reaction resin adhesives 
(specified in EN 12004) relate to shear 
strength. All reaction resin adhesives 
are required to meet at least Class 
R1 requirements, i.e. by exhibiting 
min. 2 N/mm² shear strength after 
dry and water storage. The R2 rating 
additionally requires a minimum 
shear strength of 2 N/mm² after 
temperature cycles.

SMET GUIDELINES 
With all this in mind, SMET has issued 
guidelines for tiling onto calcium 
sulphate screed.  
It is imperative the correct tile 
adhesive is used when installing large 
format floor tiles. The type and size of 
the tile or stone used determines the 
type of adhesive required. 
Floor Screeds in bathrooms and 
wetrooms must always be tanked, 
without exception, prior to installing 
tiles. SMET recommends the following 
high crystalline water binding 
adhesives in combination with an 
acrylic primer for a successful and 
trouble-free installation of large 
format (>0.2m²) tiles.
For natural stone, terracotta, glass, 
resin- and cement-bonded tiles, 
always consult the SMET Technical 
team.

FLOOR TILING TO BS 5385-3 
CERAMIC TILES 
When the floor screed is dry (and 
moisture content is confirmed by 
conducting a moisture test), ensure 
the floor screed is clean, laitance free, 
free of dust, grease, paint, or any other 
impurities that may prevent adhesion.

1. Prime the floor screed using Sopro 
GD 749 acrylic primer as directed, 
ensuring screed is fully sealed by proper 
film formation. 
2. Use Sopro VarioFlex® HF 420 or 
Sopro Varioflex® Silver 419 tile adhesive. 
Always use the butter and float method. 
This ensures 100% adhesive coverage 
of the large format tile by applying a 
contact layer of adhesive on the back of 
the tile - followed by placement of the 
tile into a prepared combed adhesive 
bed using a 10mm serrated trowel.  
Note - movement joints in the screed 
should always be followed through 
with a movement joint in the tiles. A 
proprietary movement joint or soft 
(silicone) joint should be used. 
3. Use Sopro DF 10 Designer Grout for 
tile 1-10mm joints, ensuring brilliantly 
coloured joints with a lasting appeal. 

Smet Building Products Ltd is the 
agent for German-made, superior 
quality Sopro Professional Tiling and 
Tanking Systems which all meet the 
EU standards requirements without 
exception. If you would like to avoid 
mistakes - discuss your tanking, shower 
room/wet room, swimming pool or tiling 
project with the experts at SMET.

Smet Building Products Ltd | 93A Belfast Road | Newry | BT34 1QH | Northern Ireland
T: +44 (0) 28 3026 6833 | F: +44 (0) 28 3026 7619 | E: info@smetbuildingproducts.com
www.smetbuildingproducts.com or www.smet.ie

bringing european innovation

Cementitious 
adhesive with a 
tensile adhersion 
strength of more 
than 1 N/mm2

 (tensile adhesion strength > 0.5 N/mm2 
 after min. 30 minutes installation time)

Deformability > 2.5mm

“It is important to be aware of performance criteria of 
adhesives and how they relate to your choice of product.”

German made superior quality waterproofing 
materials from SMET.
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A specialist finishing and repair 
firm is now firmly established 
in Northern Ireland after 

launching a dedicated presence in the 
region and signing a significant deal 
with Lagan Homes, the largest house 
builder in Northern Ireland. 
With growing demand for its services 
in the country over the last few years, 
Plastic Surgeon, the UK’s leading 
surface repair firm, invested in a 
dedicated team in Northern Ireland in 
2017. The company’s position within 
the region was further secured with the 
Lagan Homes partnership which helps 
the developer ensure its properties 
are in perfect condition for client 
handover.
The partnership follows previous 
work with a range of NI-based clients 
including McLaughlin and Harvey, and 
Boyle Construction.
Plastic Surgeon provides surface 
repairs to a range of industries, using 
its specialist skills to fix damage caused 
during construction projects, either by 
accidental damage or through general 
wear and tear. Having developed a 
wide range of repair techniques, Plastic 
Surgeon offers repair solutions to a 
large selection of building substrates 
including masonry, metal, glass, 
ceramics and plastics.
Richard Moreton, Plastic Surgeon’s 
Housebuild Sales Manager for 
Northern Ireland, said of the contract, 
“Lagan Homes is the largest house 
builder in Northern Ireland, so to 
secure an agreement with them for 
their cosmetic surface repair is a 
real feather in our cap and serves to 
demonstrate our intent in the region.”
He continued, “We’ve noticed a 
real upturn in interest in our skills in 

the housebuild and construction 
sectors in Northern Ireland, so 
we felt that the time was right to 
invest and establish a permanent 
resource. Previously, we’ve brought 
in resources as and when needed, 
but now we’re better equipped to 
respond within a very short timeframe 
to repair requests.”
Plastic Surgeon can call upon over 
180 directly-employed finishers from 
across the UK, meaning that for 
large scale repair jobs it can bring in 
relevant resources very promptly.
One of the key benefits of working 
with the firm is that repairing 
rather than replacing offers an 
environmentally friendly and 

economical alternative, helping 
businesses achieve eco-friendly targets 
in a cost-effective manner.
Mike Aitken, Sales Director for Plastic 
Surgeon in Northern Ireland, added, 
“The success of Plastic Surgeon is 
down to our agility in responding 
effectively to our client’s requirements, 
and highlights the quality and service 
offering that clients all over the UK and 
Europe expect from a market leader. 
“As demand for our services increases 
thanks to our economical and 
environmentally friendly approach, 
we foresee the likelihood of needing 
to extend our presence in Northern 
Ireland, and indeed, elsewhere in the 
UK, in the near future.”

REPAIR AND FINISHING SPECIALIST LAUNCHES OFFICIAL NORTHERN IRELAND 
PRESENCE...

The perfect finish from Plastic Surgeon

For more information on Plastic Surgeon, 
visit www.plastic-surgeon.co.uk or 

call 0345 141 0000.

At your service - 
Keelin Whitehouse, 

Finisher, is part of 
the expert team at 

Plastic Surgeon.
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NORTHERN BUILDER STEPS INTO THE DRIVING SEAT 
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE DESIGN AND BUILD SUCCESS 

OF THIS STUNNING NEW CAR SHOWROOM… g

PORSCHE CENTRE, 
Titanic Quarter, Belfast
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 dialogue bay

 facilities

 rooms

Located on a brownfield site, the 
building is steel frame founded 
on ground beams and pile caps, 
supported by driven precast 
concrete piles. The ground floor 
slab is a reinforced concrete 
suspended slab and the upper 

Heron Bros moved into 
the fast lane with the 
company’s work to create 

an impressive new showroom for 
prestige car brand, Porsche, in 
Belfast.
The state-of-the-art £4.5million 
Porsche Centre at Titanic Quarter 
officially opened in December 
following an intensive 45-week 
build to transform this former 
brownfield site into a building that 
is as sleek and distinctive as the 
cars it showcases.
The new centre is part of the 
Agnew Group, with the luxury 
Porsche dealership relocating 
from the previous site at Boucher 
Road, Belfast.

Working from a blank template 
brought the opportunity for the 
Agnew Group to create a unique 
flagship centre for sales and 
servicing in Northern Ireland, 
with Heron Bros once again 
illustrating the company’s ability 
to construct high-end facilities.
Designed and built to meet the 
exacting standards of the client, 
the new centre boasts a wide 
range of high-spec features, 
including: 

 Porsche models

 points

NEW DEDICATED PORSCHE CENTRE IN BELFAST ILLUSTRATES 
THE COMPANY’S ABILITY TO ONCE AGAIN DELIVER A COMPLEX, 
PRESTIGIOUS PROJECT…

MAIN CONTRACTOR 

“A building that is as sleek and 
distinctive as the cars it showcases.”

PO
RS

CH
E 

CE
N

TR
E 

- B
EL

FA
ST



PROJECT IN FOCUS

www.northernbuilder.co.uk NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE  | 25FOLLOW US ON:

involved, Heron Bros once again 
demonstrates the company’s 
ability to manage a complex 
project.

floor consists of a composite 
metal/concrete deck. 
Internal structure was delivered 
using a mixture of metal stud 
partitions and glazed partitions. 
The envelope is a combination 
of structural glazing, curtain 
walling, profiled cladding on a 
carrier system and Alucobond 
rainscreen cladding.
Internal finishes, which were 
delivered to an exceptionally 
high standard, include 
extensive ceramic tiling and 
carpets, wallpaper and painted 
walls, a combination of MF and 
suspended grid ceilings and 
high quality fixed furniture. 
In addition, the main showroom 

includes a bespoke stainless 
steel and glass feature 
staircase.
External works include ground 
remediation and gas protection 
measures due to the nature 
of the previous uses of the 
site. The exterior element also 
comprises perimeter fencing 
and security measures, SMA 
surfacing, brick paving and 
soft landscaping while the 
forecourt even includes feature 
car display areas with bespoke 
lighting.
With such a high level of 
detail in place across the 
new centre and with a wide 
range of specialist contractors 

Heron Bros, 2 St Patrick’s Street, Draperstown, Magherafelt, BT45 7AL
T: 028 7962 8505 – E: info@heronbros.com
www.heronbros.com
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Client: Agnew Group

Value: £4.5m

Concept Architect: Axis 3

Architect: 54 North Design

Service Engineer: 
Beattie Flanigan

Structural Engineer: 
Design & Management

PROJECT TEAM...



shutters , fire curtains, smoke 
curtains, commercial roller 
shutters,
industrial sectional doors 
insulated garage doors pvc 
curtains and pvc crash doors, 
dock levellers and loading bay 
equipment.
All this is backed by an 
impressive credentials. BL 
Shutters has CE marking and 
ISO 9001 quality procedures as 
well as Safe-T-Cert accreditation 
while the company is a member 
of Constructionline.
BL Shutters was established 
in 1985. The company initially 
manufactured and supplied 
springs to the door trade, but 
with its strong mechanical 
and electrical engineering 
background and its knowledge 
of the industrial door trade, the 
company soon diversified into 
the manufacture and installation 
of industrial and commercial 
doors.
Since then BL Shutters has 
constantly invested time and 
resources into creating a wide 
range of industrial door and 
ancillary products for specifiers, 
builders and end users.

Providing high speed access 
combined with security was 
the brief for the team from 

BL Shutters for the new Porsche 
Centre and the company once 
again met these requirements to 
the high standards it is renowned 
for.
The Portadown-based company 
supplied and installed a range of 
fast acting doors for the state-
of-the-art new showroom and 
workshop facilities at Titanic 
Quarter in Belfast, including 
the Hormann high speed spiral 
doors, giving opening times of 2.5 
metres per second and allowing 
the customer to reduce heat and 
energy bills.
BL Shutters is a leading name in 
this sector and is the registered 
trade partner for high speed 
industrial doors and loading bay 

equipment from Hormann. The 
company is also the sole supplier 
for Coopers smoke and fire 
curtains in Northern Ireland and 
trade partners for Assa Abloy 
steel security doors.
BL Shutters can now add Porsche 
to an impressive list of prestigious 
projects for leading names such 
as Audi Charles Hurst, Edwin May, 
Ulster Rugby, Tesco, Terex, Almac 
and Northern Ireland Electricity.
The company has also worked 
extensive in the Public Sector 
across Northern Ireland, including 
work for Ards and North Down 
Borough Council, Lisburn City and 
Castlereagh Council, Belfast City 
Council and the Northern Health 
Trust.
One of the reasons for this 
success is the diverse range of 
products on offer backed by a 

high-quality service 
that includes design, 
manufacturing and 
installation.
Products include: high 
speed spiral doors , 
high speed flexible 
doors, industrial 
insulated roller shutters 
fire containment roller  

BL SHUTTERS PROVIDE SECURITY COMBINED WITH EASY ACCESS WITH A 
RANGE OF MARKET-LEADING SOLUTIONS…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

SHUTTERS AND DOORS
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BL Shutters Ltd, Carn Road, Carn Industrial Area, Portadown, BT63 5WG
T: 028 3833 3551 - E: sales@blshutters.co.uk

www.blshutters.co.uk 
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Hormann Spirral.

Hormann ALR F42.

Hormann SPU F42.
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services installed and supplied by 
Hanna Mechanical.
The company’s first obstacle was 
dealing with the contaminated 
sub soil at Titanic Quarter, with 
Hanna Mechanical installing a 
special barrier pipe to protect the 
main water supply to the building.
The installation also included 
Daikin VAM air-to-air heat 
recovery units, high-end sanitary 
ware and radiators as well as an 
energy efficient hot water system.
The boilers are demand enabled 
from the heating circuits and 
operated in sequence to maintain 
a flow temperature of 82oC. 
Gas-fired boilers working on 
demand provide heating and hot 
water solutions to the building 
and by being monitored by  CO2 
sensors and a gas detection 
system, all connected to the 
BMS, it ensures a safe working 
environment.
The BMS (Building Management 
System) controls the heating, 
cooling and ventilation for the 
building and has a touchscreen 
controller to allow staff to view 
and make changes to time 
schedules, temperature set 
points, plant faults/alarms and 
logged data.

Hanna Mechanical Services, 
utilised the company’s 
vast experience to find 

the perfect balance at the new 
Porsche Centre.
The challenge for the leading 
mechanical contractor was to 
meet the differing needs of the 
impressive showroom and the 
busy workshop servicing area at 
the state-of-the-art new centre.
Paul Graham, Contract Manager, 
explained, “This was a high 
specification project and it 
required different solutions 
depending on the requirements 
of each area. While we used 
high end products in areas such 
as the showroom and customer 
bathrooms, we required a different 
approach to the workshop areas. 

However, regardless of the area, we 
had to deliver a high performance, 
energy efficient solution.”
An example of this are the 
heating systems installed. The 
project features one of only a few 
installations in Northern Ireland 
of the gas-fired Panasonic VRF 
system that provides super-efficient 
heating and cooling to the offices, 
showroom and staff canteen.
In contrast, the workshop heating 
is provided by Ambirad gas-fired 
heaters – a system that meets the 
specific requirements of this part 
of the Porsche Centre. It has been 
designed to shut down when the 
main doors are opened, meaning 
the system is not wasting energy.
These systems formed part of the 
complete mechanical building 

HANNA MECHANICAL’S LONG-STANDING EXPERIENCE ENSURES A 
VERSATILE, HIGH SPECIFICATION MECHANICAL INSTALLATION…

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Hanna Mechanical Services, Emerson House, 14b Ballynahinch Road, Carryduff, 
Belfast, BT8 8DN. T: 028 9081 7841 – E: info@hannamechanical.com
www.hannamechanical.com 
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Castle Paving Ireland, 
25a Aghascrebagh Road, 
Greencastle, Omagh, BT79 8HJ
T: 07989 323285
E: info@castlepaving.com 
www.castlepaving.com 

Castle Paving once again 
provided a unique paving 
solution for the new 

Porsche Centre at Titanic Quarter 
in Belfast.
The company prides itself on the 
high standard of its workmanship 
and customer service and this was 
illustrated again on this prestigious 
project. Working with the design 
team, the paving solution was 

selected to not only match the 
impressive aesthetics of this 
facility but also be practical in 
helping to display a wide range 
of cars at focal points around the 
Porsche Centre. The work at the 
Porsche Centre also utilised Caste 
Paving’s extensive experience. 
With nearly 20 years in the 
industry, the company has worked 
across a range of projects in both 
the commercial and residential 
sectors, combining traditional 
skills with the latest innovative 
techniques and high-quality 
products. The project was also 
an opportunity to continue the 
strong relationship with the main 
contractor, Heron Bros.

COMBINING TRADITIONAL SKILLS WITH 
INNOVATIVE TECHNIQUES, CASTLE PAVING 
IRELAND DELIVERS A HIGH QUALITY FINISH…

PAVING

Carella Laminate Systems Ltd, 
11 Campsie Business Park, 
McLean Road, Eglinton, BT47 3XX
T: 028 7181 0330 – F: 028 7181 
1604 – E: info@carella.com
www.carella.com

the trade parts counter, again 
producing a robust solution that 
met the needs of the client.
With experience of working 
across a range of demanding 
market sectors, including health, 
science, education and leisure, 
Carella was perfectly positioned 
to meet the unique requirements 
of the state-of-the-art Porsche 
Centre.

Carella Laminate Systems 
is well known within the 
construction industry as 

the leading supplier of laminate, 
veneered and timber-based 
furniture and worktops and that 
expertise was highlighted at the 
new Porsche Centre in Belfast.
Working closely with Heron 
Bros and the client, Carella 
fitted out both the customer 
and staff washrooms, including 
the cubicles, urinals and vanity 
units, with a bespoke system that 
incorporated storage solutions to 
meet the high-end specification 
of this prestigious project. 
Carella was also responsible for 

CARELLA LAMINATE 
SYSTEMS PROVIDE THE 
PERFECT FIT WITH A 
BESPOKE SERVICE…

LAMINATE SYSTEMS MANUFACTURER
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H.M. Electrics Ltd, 95 Glen Road, 
Maghera, BT46 5JG 
T: 028 7964 2112 
E: enquiries@hmelectrics.com 
W: www.hmelectrics.com

the project was the bespoke 
showroom lighting design 
and installation alongside the 
external lighting system – all of 
which come with state-of-the-art 
lighting controls to ensure high 
levels of energy efficiency and 
strong aesthetics to showcase 
the beautiful cars.  
Energy efficiency was also 
high on the agenda with the 
installation of PV panels to 
provide a renewable electricity 
source with future planning 
facility for a vehicle car charging 
station.
The Porsche Centre also provides 
high levels of connectability 
within the innovative showroom.

With an already 
impressive list that 
includes projects for 

Audi, Vauxhall and Skoda, H.M. 
Electrics Ltd is well used to 
being in the driving seat on car 
showrooms. 
The leading electrical contractor 
delivered a full electrical package 
on this new build showroom for 
Porsche, with work incorporating 
the main switchroom to 
accommodate new NIE incoming 
supply, sub-mains cabling/sub 
metering and sub-distribution 
boards; general and emergency 
lighting, fire and security systems 
and general power. 
One of the biggest aspects of 

THE IMPRESSIVE BESPOKE LIGHTING SYSTEM IS 
JUST ONE ASPECT OF THE HIGH QUALITY WORK 
DELIVERED BY H.M. ELECTRICS…

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

SDE Combined Services, 
18 Rockbrook Road, Ballyronan, 
Magherafelt, BT45 6HS
T: 07849085917
E: sdepainters@gmail.com

everyone.
“These are exciting 
times and this 
prestigious project 
demonstrates the high 
standards that we can 
achieve.”
SDE carried out the complete 
painting and decorating of 
the impressive new showroom 
and servicing centre, including 
wallpapering and specialist 
services, such as intumescent fire 
painting.
“We have a long association 
with Heron Bros and we were 
delighted to be working with 
them once again. The project 

The new Porsche Centre 
in Belfast proved the 
perfect way to launch 

SDE Combined Services.
After acquiring another 
company, AGD Painting and 
Decorating has now changed 
its name to SDE Combined 
Services. But according to 
Gareth Connolly, Contracts 
Director, it is very much a case 
of business as usual.
“We bought over another 
company and that has allowed 
us to increase our workforce 
and, as a result, have the ability 
to carry out more work. The 
new name marks a new start for 

SDE COMBINED SERVICES GETS OFF TO 
THE PERFECT NEW START WITH THIS 
PRESTIGIOUS PROJECT…

PAINTING AND DECORATING

ran relatively smoothly and it is a 
prestigious job that we’re proud 
to be associated with,” added 
Gareth. 
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Tennants Building Products 
offers excellence in 
building products and 

the company delivered on that 
adage at the new Porsche Centre 
in Belfast.
Working in conjunction with 
Extreme Partitions, the company 
supplied metal stud partitions, 
plasterboard and metal ceilings 
to provide high quality finishes 
for the project.
As Ireland’s leading independent 
supplier of drywall, dry lining and 
metal stud partition and wall
lining systems, finishing products 
and accessories, Tennants 
Building Products was in a prime 
position to work on this high-
profile project.

Offering the most comprehensive 
and ever-developing range 
of products and systems – all 
from internationally recognised 
manufacturers – the company’s 
range of metal stud partition and 
wall lining systems will meet any 
performance criteria, from fire 
and impact resistance to sound 
insulation, making Tennants 
Building Products the perfect 
choice for this project.
The same was true when it came 
to the new ceilings at the Porsche 
Centre. The ceilings range 
available from Tennants Building 
Products has been developed 
over many years to meet wide-
ranging performance criteria. 
Whether you are looking to meet 

a specific aesthetic preference or 
if you need to meet regulations 
or demands on sound insulation/
attenuation, fire protection and 
impact resistance, the range 
has been developed to ensure 
it is applicable to meet the 
requirements of an number 
of sectors, including retail, 
commercial, education and 
healthcare. 
Tennants also supplies specialist 
solutions that include hygiene 
tiles with biocide coatings or tiles 
to withstand daily, high-pressure 
washing typical in leisure and 
manufacturing facilities.
The Porsche Centre adds to a 
comprehensive list of prestigious 
projects by Tennants.

IRELAND’S LEADING INDEPENDENT SUPPLIER OF DRYWALL, DRY LINING AND 
METAL STUD PARTITION AND WALL LINING SYSTEMS MAKES ITS MARK…

BUILDING PRODUCTS SUPPLIER

Tennants Building Products, 45 Ravenhill Road, Belfast, BT6 8EB
T: 028 9073 1501 – E: belfast@tennantsbp.com

www.tennantsbp.com 
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Tec7 has introduced GT7 400 
with the new Cobra 2-Way 
nozzle to the already well-

established family of products.
With a multitude of various 
application, GT7 has been around for 
the last 8 years in 200ml and 600ml 
versions and has become a firm 
favourite with trades people and DIY 
enthusiasts.
‘More than just a penetrating oil’ 
describes this product perfectly as it 
is also a lubricant, cleaner, contact 
spray, protector, fights rust and is a 
water repellent.
Due to its unique ‘Cold Shock Effect’, 
GT7 when sprayed on to rust delivers 
an instant reaction causing the 
particles to freeze and therefore it 
visibly starts to work instantly.
GT7 is also a fantastic moisture 
repellent that has to be seen to be 
believed. Simply spray the GT7 in to 

the working parts of your power tool 
and you will have instant protection 
against moisture. 
GT7 is also fantastic for loosening 
those stubborn bolts that simply do 
not want to be opened.
Spray GT7 on to the nut and bolt 
and leave it for a few minutes and 
allow it to work, don’t worry if 
the bolt is standing upright, GT7 
remarkably defies gravity and works 
its way up the bolt. There are not 
many products on the market that 
can say that. This is just a selection 
of applications GT7 can do and with 
its new Cobra nozzle - using it has 
never been easier.
Search ‘Tec7 GT7 400ml with 
New 2 Way Nozzle’ on You Tube 
to watch the video or contact 
00353 (0) 16262963, 
e-mail info@contechbuildings.ie 
or visit www.tec7.ie 

TEC7 INTRODUCES GT7 400ML WITH THE NEW 2-WAY SPRAY NOZZLE

Cobra strike with the GT7 2-Way nozzle 
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MacBlair L’Derry: 2d Altnagelvin Industrial Estate, Trench Road, Derry, BT47 2ED
T: 028 7134 8348 - E: altnagelvin@macblair.com

www.macblair.com

NEW MANAGERS AT THE DERRY AND EGLINTON BRANCHES OF MACBLAIR ARE 
BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO THE WELL-ESTABLISHED BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS…

North West excellence from MacBlair
significantly, despite competition from 
other merchants in the surrounding 
area. Roofing products in particular 
have proven extremely popular with 
customers. 
“As well as the roofing products 
we stock, our new floor and door 
display has been very well received by 
customers. All members of staff have 
had product training on the ranges 
and indeed on all products that we 
supply.” 
A friendly and knowledgeable team at 
the branch ensures customers leave 
the store with the right product for the 
job while a diverse and varied product 
range keeps customers coming back 

After an extremely successful 
rebrand in 2017, MacBlair look 
ahead with confidence and this 

is epitomised through the two Branch 
Managers at the L’Derry and Eglinton 
branches.  
Both in their 30s, the young managers 
have already injected their respective 
branches with a new vibrancy and 
enthusiasm. 
Kyle McCallion has taken on Branch 
Manager duties at the L’Derry branch 
of MacBlair. He joined the branch 10 
years ago and started his career at 
MacBlair on the trade counter. From 
there he worked in the yard before 
progressing to sales and then Sales 

Manager. In November 2016, he was 
appointed Branch Manager. 
“It’s fair to say that I know the job 
pretty well. From working on the trade 
counter, I have excellent product 
knowledge while my time in sales also 
gave me another slant on the industry. 
My new role of Branch Manager is a 
challenge but with the support of a 
strong team I feel I’m well equipped 
to deal with any issues that may 
arise. Every day is different. I’m really 
enjoying it,” said Kyle. 
There are 12 members of staff at 
this busy builders’ merchants which 
moved premises only five years ago. 
Since then, the business has grown 

Kyle McCallion, Branch Manager, MacBlair L’Derry.MacBlair L’Derry.

The impressive trade counter at MacBlair L’Derry,
Another order prepared for delivery from 
MacBlair L’Derry.
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MacBlair Eglinton: Benbow Industrial Estate, 15 Killylane Road, Eglinton, BT47 3DW
T: 028 7181 0233 - E: eglinton@macblair.com
www.macblair.com

time and again. The branch’s ‘Here 
to Help’ motto is reflected by all 
members of staff who have several 
years of experience in the trade 
between them. 
“Quality customer service is the ethos 
at MacBlair and it’s something we 
take very seriously here at the L’Derry 
branch.” 

EGLINTON
Robert Burry also took up his new 
Branch Manager role at MacBlair 
Eglinton in November 2016. Another 
longstanding MacBlair employee, he 
has been with the company since 2003. 
“I started on the trade counter, went 
into internal sales and then onto 
Sales Manager before taking up the 
Branch Manager position. It’s a great 
opportunity for me and nice to have 
so much experience already behind 
me. I’m really enjoying my new role 
and am looking forward to putting my 

experience to good use this year and 
beyond,” said Robert. 
Most of the 18 staff members at 
the Eglinton branch have been with 
the company for over five years so 
customers are guaranteed a high level 
of product knowledge. 
“We pride ourselves on our customer 
service and I see it as our biggest 
strength. We cover a very wide range 
from plumbing and heating to really 
everything you need to build a house. 
It’s that varied range that has opened 
us up to a diverse mix of customers.
“We also have a Watershed Bathrooms 
& Tiles showroom showcasing a 
diverse range of styles to meet all 
budgets.”
A buoyant trade counter at MacBlair 
Eglinton is the result of the branch’s 
staff. 
“Business was excellent in 2017 and, 
so far, it’s looking like we’ll be building 
on that success in 2018. As well as 

offering customers excellent service, 
we also stock a very extensive range 
of products. We’re fairly confident that 
whatever the customer is after, we’ll 
have it in stock, even if it’s a niche 
product.” 
Robert says MacBlair Eglinton has a 
strong base of regular customers who 
have been using the branch for several 
years. 
“In saying that, there are a lot of 
potential customers out there who 
may not have realised that we are 
part of MacBlair. Now that people 
have started to make the connection 
and recognise that we are part of 
a company with such a respected 
reputation, it has already attracted new 
interest.” 
With such experienced and 
enthusiastic new managers at the helm 
in Eglinton and L’Derry, it looks like 
MacBlair is set to go from strength to 
strength. 

Robert Burry, Branch Manager, MacBlair Eglinton.MacBlair Eglinton.

The Eglinton branch includes a Watershed showroom. The well-stocked MacBlair Eglinton trade counter.
MacBlair Eglinton includes a 
dedicated plumbing counter.
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CITB NI offers key initiatives 
to help the industry train. 
Here’s what is on offer: 

APPRENTICESHIP GRANTS
CITB NI has boosted the 
apprenticeship grants available to 
registered employers, meaning 
that up to £4,000 can be claimed 
for a fully employed apprentice 
over a three-year period. There is 
also a £1,500 grant available from 
the Department for the Economy 
for employers who take on an 
apprentice from the very start 
right through to completion of 
NVQ Level 2 and 3. 
By using the Department of the 
Economy’s Connect to Success NI 
web portal, it is easier to advertise 
vacancies and recruit apprentices.

IMPROVEMENT EVENTS
Training is also important for 
your workforce, and CITB NI 
offers initiatives to help improve 
and develop skills that are 
beneficial for the industry. CITB 
NI runs a series of Business 
Improvement workshops and 
seminars in partnership with 
industry professionals which cover 
specific business topics ranging 
from recruiting apprentices to 
tendering. They are held in local 
venues across key towns and 
cities in Northern Ireland. To book 
a place, log onto 
www.citbni.org.uk/events 

TRAINING GRANTS
CITB NI offers direct grants to its 
registered employers for support 
in a wide range of training and 
qualifications for their employees 
working in Northern Ireland. 
Whether you’re training new 

recruits, developing established staff 
or looking for improvements in other 
areas of your business, CITB NI can help. 
Claiming your grant online is easy, quick 
and efficient.

TRAINING PROGRAMMES
The Mobile Training Unit (MTU) - 
Provides training on site to all registered 
in-scope employers. The unit travels 
across Northern Ireland delivering short 
duration health and safety courses 
such as confined spaces, excavations, 
manual handling and working at heights, 
encouraging the industry to build safely.

Scaffolding training - The only one of 
its kind in Northern Ireland, the centre 
is approved to deliver the Construction 
Industry Scaffolders Record Scheme 
(CISRS), enabling participants to achieve 
an industry-recognised scaffolders card. 
The Basic Access Systems Erector (BASE) 
scaffolding training courses for individuals 
who are not approved scaffolders has also 
been introduced.

VET360 – This innovative new tool allows 
the participant to experience being 
onsite within a safe training environment. 
The facility allows the user to see more, 

save time and stay safe as VET360 is 
the perfect bridge between theoretical 
classroom training and the reality of a 
busy construction site.

Undergraduate Programme – This 
eight-day programme is targeted at 
those Undergraduates who are currently 
on placement with CITB NI registered 
employers, to help develop the skills 
that are needed for the modern-day 
construction industry. CITB NI registered 
employers are eligible to receive £100 
grant for each day on completion of the 
programme.

CITB NI will continue to focus on 
providing the support and services 
needed to ensure local businesses have 
the right skills. Through a mix of grant 
funding and direct training interventions, 
CITB NI helps develop the workforce 
to meet client needs and grow their 
business.

For more information on how CITB NI 
can help you with your construction-
related training solutions, telephone 
028 9082 5466, visit www.citbni.org.uk 
or follow CITB NI on Facebook, Twitter 
and Linkedin. 

GRANTS, IMPROVEMENT EVENTS, TRAINING PROGRAMMES AND MORE ARE ON OFFER 
TO CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND…

CITB NI - leading the way 
for construction training



36 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE www.northernbuilder.co.ukFOLLOW US ON:

“We invest major amounts in plant, machinery and IT – 
we should do the same with our people.”

There are several challenging 
issues facing the Northern 
Ireland construction industry at 

the moment, many of which are not 
new.
You could be forgiven for being 
pessimistic when we constantly hear 
about the uncertainty caused by the 
ramifications of Brexit, the lack of 
decisions coming from Stormont and 
the seemingly relentless pressures 
on public sector budgets, resulting 
in a reduction in construction and 
infrastructure spending. 
With the recent news that 
unemployment in Northern Ireland is at 
a lower rate than the UK average and 
also at its lowest overall for a decade, 
we also have to compete even more to 
attract people into the industry. Add 
to this the very real problem of a skills 
shortage and it is clear that something 
will have to change if the construction 
industry is to adapt successfully. 
But as well as directing our efforts to 
bringing people into the industry, we 
must also ensure that they want to 
stay in it. I often ask those working in 

construction if they would recommend 
that their children go into the industry, 
and the answer is nowhere near as 
positive as it should be.
Employers are all too aware of the 
costs of recruitment and replacing 
leavers. In many cases people move 
not only because of the salary but 
because of the prospects. A major 
concern is often the lack of clear career 
progression whether on the tools, or in 
a management or technical role.
Where possible, employees should 
be offered a career path, with the 
necessary support and goals to achieve 
appropriate targets. We invest major 
amounts in plant, machinery and 
IT – we should do the same with our 
people.
We are starting to understand just how 
recent innovation breakthroughs, off- 
site construction and even robots will 
reduce our reliance on certain trades. 
It will also require people with a new 
set of skills - skills that we should be 
focussing on sooner rather than later.
It should also not be underestimated 
how existing talent can be developed. 

AS THE CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY FACES 
RECRUITMENT AND 
RETENTION CHALLENGES, 
CIOB COMMITTEE MEMBER, 
ROGER GILLESPIE, FEELS A 
NEW FOCUS IS REQUIRED…

CIOB NEWS

Hold on to your 
most valuable 
assets – people!

construction
PROFESSIONAL

It is not always necessary to recruit 
externally when looking for the 
next generation of supervisors and 
managers. The pipeline of managerial 
talent that is on show every year at the 
annual CITB/CIOB Awards evening 
always highlights many success stories 
of candidates who have worked their 
way up to senior positions. 
So all of us should play our part to 
encourage staff development as 
well as spreading the word about 
the range of interesting, challenging 
and rewarding roles in the modern 
construction workplace.

Roger Gillespie 
FCIOB, CEnv, 
BSc (Hons), 
MIoD, TechIOSH 
is Managing 
Director of 
Training LMS, 
and is also a 
committee 

member of the CIOB Belfast Hub. He 
can be contacted at  
roger@traininglms.co.uk.
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For more information on the CIOB, contact Niamh Webbley-O’Gorman, 
Development Manager – Ireland, on 00353 (0)1 344 630 848 or 00353 (0) 87 783 1234, 
e-mail NWebbley-OGorman@ciob.org.uk or visit www.ciob.org

CIOB NEWS

In each issue of Northern Builder will focus on a 
member of the CIOB Belfast Hub Novus Group, 
which aims to prepare young people to be the next 
generation of construction leaders. 

KERRY BREEN, 
VICE CHAIR

I am delighted to take 
up the role of Vice Chair 
for the CIOB Belfast Hub 
Novus Group. Helping 
young people carve out a 
career in construction is something I am very passionate 
about. At 18, and choosing university courses, I didn’t 
know the opportunities construction could give me and I 
was 25 before I embarked on my career in the industry.  
I am excited to assist in the development of young 
people, introducing them to the wide range of career 
paths and opportunities that the construction industry 
can give and helping them utilise the CIOB’s teaching 
material. 
My first taste of construction, nearly 10 years ago, was 
when I started with Portview Fit Out as a Junior Buyer. 
I was very fortunate that they recognised I wanted 
to develop my career and they fully supported me. 
I graduated last year with a degree in Construction 
Engineering and Management. 
After spending nearly nine years with Portview Fit 
Out, I started my new role as Project Manager with 
Translink’s Project Delivery Division in December 2016. I 
am responsible for the management of a wide range of 
construction projects, taking the project from inception 
through to completion. 
My day-to-day tasks can be varied, and include 
management and procurement of consultants and 
contractors, management of the project design and its 
development throughout construction, whilst ensuring 
that it remains on programme, within budget and meets 
the expectations of the stakeholders.  
It is an exciting and challenging role, and it is very 
satisfying watching a project develop from an idea 
to being fully completed and knowing you were 
instrumental in getting it there.
For more information on NOVUS, e-mail Emma 
Brennan, Chair, on ebrennan@farrans.com

NOVUS PROFILE

Those who achieved 
top accolades in 
GCSE Construction 

and the Built Environment in 
2017 have been recognised 
by CITB NI at the annual 
Chartered Institute of 
Building Awards, held 
at Nutts Corner Training 
Centre in January.
The GCSE in Construction 
and the Built Environment 
has been developed by 
CCEA to help students 
develop knowledge and 
understanding of the 
construction industry and 
have opportunities to apply 
their developing knowledge 
and skills in relevant, 
enjoyable and work-related 
contexts.
First place was awarded 
to Caoimhinn Gormley, St 
Louis Grammar, Ballymena, 
while second place went to 
Susanna Crabbe and third 
place to James Dickey, both 
Ballymena Academy.
The students were invited 
to the annual Chartered 
Institute of Building (CIOB) 
Awards hosted by CITB NI 
which recognised those 
professionals who gained 

CIOB status throughout 
the year. It also included 
a presentation on the 
exceptional work carried 
out by GRAHAM-BAM 
Healthcare Partnership for 
the £85m Ulster Hospital 
Phase B2 Inpatient Ward 
Block which was awarded 
the overall winner at the 
Construction Excellence 
Awards 2017.
On presenting the awards, 
Barry Neilson, Chief 
Executive, CITB NI, said, 
“Congratulations to all the 
students who excelled in 
GCSE in Construction and 
the Built Environment. It is 
refreshing to see two young 
females achieving the top 
two places.
Hopefully this is a sign 
that perceptions are 
changing and construction 
is no longer considered 
an industry only suitable 
for men. Construction is a 
rewarding industry with a 
variety of opportunities on 
offer ranging from project 
management to on-site 
roles with prospects for 
career enhancement and 
good earning potential.”  

CITB NI AWARD TOP GCSE 
CONSTRUCTION SUCCESS

Caoimhinn Gormley, first place GCSE Construction, receives her award from Barry 
Neilson, CITB NI, (left) and Gerard Graham, CIOB.
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  Two major projects in 
Craigavon that will create 
hundreds of construction 
jobs have moved forward. 
Planning permission has 
been granted for a new 
£30million leisure centre 
at Craigavon Lakes while 
a planning application 
has been submitted by 
Southern Regional College 
(SRC) for a new state-of-the-
art campus in Craigavon. 
SRC has already secured 
planning consent for two 
new campuses in Armagh 
and in Banbridge, both 
of which are being built 
on existing sites. The 
Craigavon development, 
which will be located next 
to the recently-approved 
£30million Craigavon 
Leisure Centre, close to 
the Craigavon Civic and 
Conference Centre and 

  Belfast-based planning consultancy, Clyde Shanks, has 
promoted four staff to director and associate director 
as well as adding a new employee, Clyde Shanks is now 
the largest independently owned planning consultancy in 
Northern Ireland.
Managing Director, Clyde Shanks, “We are planning 
development across Northern Ireland and our team has 
never been more active; we are clearly seeing exceptional 
growth across many sectors. As a result, I’m delighted 
to announce Clyde Shanks has made several promotions 
to director and associate director recognising the great 
contributions made to the business by Thomas Bell, Gavin 
Rolston and Clare McParland as well as adding a new 
associate director with the appointment of Rachel Taylor 
from Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council’s planning 
team.  
For more information on Clyde Shanks, telephone 028 
9043 4393 or visit www.enquiries@clydeshanks.com

Rushmere Shopping Centre, 
will replace the Lurgan and 
Portadown campuses with a 
single new campus. 
All three college campuses, 
which represent a total 
investment of around £95 
million, are supported by 
the Department for the 
Economy and are expected 
to be completed in 2020. 
The new state-of-the-art 
leisure development is the 
biggest capital project ever 
undertaken by the Armagh 
City, Banbridge and 
Craigavon Borough Council, 
the new leisure centre will 
provide an enhanced facility 
to improve the quality of life 
and wellbeing of the whole 
Borough. The centre will 
be unique in in the region, 
offering indoor and outdoor 
leisure experiences from a 
single site.

BELFAST-BASED PLANNING 
CONSULTANCY EXPANDS

TWO MAJOR PROJECTS IN CRAIGAVON

  RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors) has 
launched a global competition in partnership with the 
United Kingdom National Commission (UNESCO) and the 
Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU) - known 
as the Cities for our Future Challenge - calling on young 
people to come up with new ideas to tackle the most 
pressing problems affecting leading cities in the UK, and 
around the world.
Manchester, Glasgow and London are among 24 global 
cities chosen for the competition, which asks entrants to 
provide practical, innovative solutions to address specific 
challenges in each of these cities – such as urbanisation, 
climate change and resource scarcity - to be in with a 
chance of winning the generous prize of £50,000.
The Cities for our Future Challenge is part of the RICS’s 
150th anniversary celebrations this year, and is open to all 
The deadline to enter the Cities for our Future 
Challenge is May 31, 2018. Enter at the website
 www.citiesforourfuture.com 

The new Craigavon Leisure Centre plan. Managing Director Clyde Shanks (centre) alongside his new team.

Plans have been submitted for a new SRC campus in Craigavon.

RICS LAUNCHES COMPETITION 
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RESTORATION TAKES CENTRE STAGE DURING AN 
INTRICATE PROCESS TO RETURN THIS ICONIC FEATURE 

OF BELFAST TO ITS FORMER GLORY... g

Grand Opera House, Belfast
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Disrepair that became evident 
once the team at Patrick F 
O’Reilly Limited began stripping 
the existing coatings meant 
extra time had to be allotted 
to the works. “There were 
quite a few elements of the 
building that were in need of 
repair such as the windows, 
timbers and dome at the top. 
We knew that the building had 
suffered a lot over the years 
due to the surrounding areas 
being bombed but we couldn’t 
have known the full extent of 
that damage until we began 
the works. We were given an 
extra 10 weeks to complete the 
project as the cut-off was the 
pantomime season. Through 

On the 23rd of December 
1895, the Grand 
Opera House in Belfast 

opened its doors for the first 
time. Over the years the building 
has undergone several bouts of 
restoration works, the last taking 
place in 1980 when the Theatre 
was saved from demolition. This 
time around, the Grand Opera 
House Trust was given a grant 
of £242,700 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for restoration 
works totalling £11 million. 
Patrick F O’Reilly Limited 
was appointed to oversee 
the restoration, cleaning and 
painting of the Opera House and 
together with Consarc Design 
Group, embarked on what they 

initially thought would be a 
straightforward project. The 
façade, which is built of brick 
and cast stone, features a mix of 
ornamental elements including 
decorative columns and oriental 
style onion-domes and minarets. 
All of these had to be expertly 
restored, cleaned and repainted 
and it was only when work began 
that the extent of the repairs that 
were needed became clear. A 
team of skilled specialists were 
also appointed to carry out the 
very precise complicated work 
that was required. That team 
included Clarke Restoration, 
Oakridge Carpentry and Joinery 
Limited, McCrory Access and D 
Harkin and Co Roofing Limited.   

RESTORATION OF BELFAST’S ICONIC OPERA HOUSE WAS IN SAFE HANDS 
WITH THE TEAM AT PF O’REILLY…

PAINTING AND DECORATING CONTRACTOR

“We were committed to making sure 
the finish was top quality.”
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completed projects stood the 
firm in good stead. “We’ve 
completed a small number of 
projects like this but it would 
be true to say the Grand Opera 
House was definitely a learning 
curve for us. There was so much 
specialised work to oversee. 
We also had to ensure our 
sub-contractors finished their 
portion of the project to the 
highest standard possible.” 
The biggest challenge was 
completing the project before 
panto season kicked off. “This 
was the most extensive external 
refurbishment the building had 
undergone in 50 years so we 
were committed to making sure 
the finish was top quality. This 
restoration really was a labour 
of love; we went to bed with it 
and got up in the morning with 
it. We’re very proud of the end 
result – it really is a spectacular 
building.” 

close collaboration on site and 
sheer hard work, we met the 
deadline. We also completed 
the job under budget,” said 
Peter McParland at Patrick F 
O’Reilly Limited.  
A significant amount of 
specialised, complicated work 
was required to ensure the 
project was completed to the 
highest possible standard. Two 
joiners were employed full-
time to restore the bullseye 
windows and a stonemason 
was also taken on to carry out 
repairs to the stonework. “The 
dome at the top also had to 
be dismantled and repaired. 
It was tilting to one side, 
possibly due to damage from 
explosions over the years.” A 
traffic management plan and a 
pedestrian management plan 
were implemented to ensure 
health and safety regulations 
were adhered to, something 

which Peter and the team were 
cognisant of throughout the 
process. Water damage was 
also an issue with the windows 
and the roof. “A lot of the roof 
tiles had to be replaced along 
with the guttering. This was all 
due to wear and tear and water 
ingress.” Peter and his team 
also fully restored the Theatre’s 
iconic statue of Mercury which 
is situated on the corner of the 
building. Thanks to a private 
donation, the statue has been 
gold leafed and once again 
shines bright above Great 
Victoria Street. “We felt that 
when we were doing the job, 
we needed to do it properly so 
that’s why it was important to 
restore the statue to its former 
glory.” 
Although restoration work isn’t 
something Patrick F O’Reilly 
Limited carries out on a 
regular basis, a few previously 

Patrick F. O’Reilly, 8A Loughway Business Park, Greenbank Industrial Estate, Newry, 
County Down, BT34 2TH. T: 028 3025 0853 - E: info@patrickforeilly.co.uk
www.patrickforeilly.co.uk
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Clarke Restoration, 154 
Eshnadarragh Road, Lannaght, 
Roslea, Co Fermanagh, BT92 7LB
T: 028 6775 1966
E: info@clarkerestoration.co.uk
www.clarkerestoration.co.uk

A large number of existing 
bricks needed replacing to 
closely match the original 
brickwork while Clarke 
restoration also repointed 
the bricks.
Additional works meant 
doubling the time on 
site for Clarke Restoration. “The 
building was full of cracks due to 
the bomb damage the building 
sustained during The Troubles. 
We also discovered that previous 
repairs weren’t completed to 
the high standard that they 
perhaps should have been. 
We’re delighted to have been 
involved with such an important, 
prestigious project.”

All masonry work on the 
Grand Opera House was 
carried out by Clarke 

Restoration, a firm well used to 
working on heritage buildings 
across Ireland. The initial stripping 
of the paintwork and cleaning 
soon turned into a complex job.
“Our Doff Cleaning systems where 
used to strip all existing paintwork 
from the exterior, while the brick 
facade also required a deep clean. 
Again, we used our Doff systems.
“Our job was to bring the building 
back to its original state but 
once the scaffolding went up, we 
realised that significant repairs 
were also required,” said Paul 
Clarke. 

SPECIALIST CONSERVATION WORK 
BY CLARKE RESTORATION HELPED 
REVITALISE BELFAST OPERA HOUSE...

MASONRY

D Harkin & Co Roofing Ltd, 
58 Beragh Hill Rd, L’Derry 
BT48 8LY
T: 028 7135 9249
E: danny@dharkinroofing.com
www.dharkinroofing.co.uk

expertise in this 
area, restoration of 
the Opera House 
roof didn’t provide 
the company with 
any insurmountable 
challenges. 
Belfast’s Opera House 
can be added to an 
impressive list of heritage projects 
the company has completed 
across Northern Ireland and the 
UK. The company is a member 
of the National Federation of 
Roofing Contractors (NFRC) and 
ConstructionLine as well as being 
an NFRC Heritage Roof Master 
Company and a Redland Select 
Member.

As one of only two roofing 
companies in Northern 
Ireland included on 

the NFRC Heritage Register, 
D.Harkin Roofing is the perfect 
choice to carry out specialised, 
heritage refurbishment work. 
The company’s expertise in this 
area meant Danny Harkin and his 
team were more than up to the 
challenge of working on the roof 
of Belfast’s iconic Opera House.  
With so many additional repairs 
becoming evident once work 
began on the project, all trades 
involved in the restoration 
ended up with more work than 
they initially anticipated. Thanks 
to D.Harkin’s experience and 

SPECIALIST SERVICES FROM D.HARKIN 
ROOFING FITS THE BILL AT BELFAST 
OPERA HOUSE…

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
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building and worked our way 
down!”
One of the most challenging 
aspects of the project involved 
the work to the timber lantern 
on the roof which required 
partial rebuilding to stabilise the 
structure along with substantial 
timber repair.  Gentle cleaning of 
the building was also carried out 
as well as selective re-pointing 
and brick replacement to the 
facades.
“Each section of brickwork was 
evaluated and discussed with 
the team on site to establish the 
principals for repair.” 
Once the full extent of the repair 
works was established, a revised 
programme was drawn up with 
completion of the works achieved 
at the beginning of December, 
just in time for panto season. 

The Grand Opera House, 
designed by renowned 
theatre architect Frank 

Matcham, opened in 1895.  
Since opening, the building has 
been adapted and improved, 
many times and became the 
first listed building in Northern 
Ireland in 1974. A comprehensive 
restoration was carried out under 
the guidance of architect Robert 
McKinstry in 1976 and the theatre 
was severely damaged by bombs 
in 1991 and 1993, the latter 
requiring extensive rebuilding of 
the Glengall Street Elevation. 
The latest works to the exterior of 
the building have been overseen 
by conservation specialists 
Consarc Design Group. Existing 
paintwork to masonry detailing 
was carefully removed to avoid 
potential damage to the substrate 

below revealing a patchwork of 
materials including natural stone, 
cast stone and stucco. 
Surfaces were appropriately 
repaired using suitable materials 
or stone indents to ensure 
elements of the façade such as 
cills, string courses and other 
details performed as intended, 
without allowing ingress of 
water and were left suitable for 
repainting.
“Once the scaffolding was erected 
it became evident that additional 
repair works were required,” 
said Roisin Donnelly, Associate 
Conservation Architect. “There is 
only so much you can see from a 
ground level inspection and when 
we gained access to the roofs, 
parapets and valleys we could see 
the full extent of work required. 
We just started at the top of the 

BELFAST’S GRAND OPERA HOUSE HAS BEEN 
RESTORED TO ITS FORMER GLORY THANKS TO 
CONSARC DESIGN GROUP...

ARCHITECT

Consarc Design Group, The Gas Office, 4 Cromac Quay, Belfast, BT7 2JD.
T: 028 9082 8400 - E: mail@consarc-design.co.uk
www.consarc-design.co.uk
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Moffett Thallon Doorways is at 
the top of the class when it 
comes to education projects.

As the leading distributor of flush, 
panel and specialist doors and 
associated second fix products to 
the construction industry in Northern 
Ireland, the company works in 
partnership with architects and 
contractors to provide regulation 
compliant doors and door sets. 
That has proved particularly important 
on the growing number of education 
projects that Moffett Thallon Doorways 
has been involved in recently.
“We have worked on education 
projects ranging from primary 
schools through to universities and 
we have also been involved in the 
growing number of new student 
accommodation blocks going up 

across Belfast,” explained Robert 
McNeil, Sales Manager at Moffett 
Thallon Doorways. “Our dedicated 
specification service combined with 
our extensive product range means we 
can match the style of the project and 
ensure that the latest regulations for 
both fire doors and associated hardware 
are met.”
The wide-ranging expertise on offer 
from Moffett Thallon Doorways is not 
only confined to the education sector. 
The company has experience of working 
alongside architects on a diverse 
range of projects to ensure that every 
product it specifies meets the correct 
certification and is fit for purpose.
As well as working with market-leading 
manufacturers, the company also has 
its own joinery workshop for bespoke 
designs. This combination provides a 

EDUCATION PROJECTS, INCLUDING NEW STUDENT ACCOMMODATION, RECEIVE FULL 
MARKS THANKS TO THE COMPANY’S DEDICATED SPECIFICATION SERVICE…

Grade A report for 
Moffett Thallon Doorways

fast turnaround on orders, regardless 
of the requirement.
With new systems in place, a 
personable approach, quick service, 
and an understanding of
large commercial projects, Moffett 
Thallon Doorways ensures a smooth 
specification service.  The team 
understands the construction of a door 
and the specification of ironmongery, 
so is perfectly positioned to advise 
on the key areas of functionality and 
quality. Once the specification process 
is complete, Moffett Thallon Doorways 
offers a full project management 
service on-site.
For a full specification or further 
details telephone 028 9032 2802, 
e-mail robert.mcneill@moffett-
thallon.co.uk or visit  
www.moffett-thallon.co.uk

New doors from Moffett Thallon Doorways have been installed at McArthur Hall, Methodist College, Belfast, by main contractor, Woodvale Construction Company.
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www.safetyni.com 

E: info@safetyni.com
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Safety Solutions NI has 
become the exclusive 
stockists in Northern 

Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland for the next generation of 
ultra-comfortable safety gloves 
from Tegera®.
The new Tegera® Infinity™ 
safety glove range is so snug, 
comfortable and sensitive that 
it doesn’t even feel like you’re 
wearing a glove at all. 
This is the whole idea behind 
TEGERA® Infinity™ from 
Ejendals, a new generation of 
safety gloves that offers superb 
grip, dexterity, softness and, of 
course, protection. The Infinity 
range is based on proprietary 
new materials, design and 
manufacturing technologies. 
So, whether you’re attempting 
to achieve the impossible or 
everyday work challenges, you 
can feel free to conquer with 
comfort.
For the construction industry, 
there are three main gloves to 
focus on:

The ultra-soft smoothie – With 
its ultra-smooth flat finish and 
extra-soft liner, the Tegera® 

Infinity™ 8800 is a light-duty 
safety glove that offers high 
sensitivity, excellent grip and 
protection. An ultra-thin glove 
for precision work in dry to 
semi-dry conditions, it’s ideal for 
work situations where fingertip 
dexterity and precision handling 
are essential to productivity. 

 
– Ejendals’ top-end oil and 
water-resistant Tegera® Infinity™ 
8804 model is ideal for situations 
requiring high dexterity and 
protection in very slippery work 
environments. Ideal for wet and 
oily work conditions where grip 
is key, and still super thin and 
comfortable, it offers excellent 
tactility with a maximum level 
of liquid protection on multiple 
surfaces. 

safety – With its flexible group, 
curved fingers and CRF® liner, 
the Tegera® Infinity™ 8807 Cut 
5 offers a unique combination of 
safety and comfort. The dipping 
technique ensures that the glove 
is soft and pliable, while the 
cut-resistant fibres add extra 

FIND THE RIGHT SAFETY 
GLOVE TO MEET YOUR 
NEEDS WITH SAFETY 
SOLUTIONS NI AND 
TEGERA®…

A new 
generation 
of ultra-
comfortable 
safety gloves

strength and durability. This is 
ideal for assembly, mounting or 
other tough environments where 
sharp edges may be present.
Jeff Hull, Managing Director of 
Safety Solutions NI, commented, 
“We pride ourselves on bringing 
customers the best possible 
products, and the Tegera® 
Infinity™ is exactly that. 
“If you don’t think your gloves 
are up to the job or if you don’t 
think you are getting value for 
money, then why not try a free 
sample of the next generation of 
safety gloves and see what this 
range has to offer. I’m confident 
you will both see and feel the 
difference.”

Safety Solutions NI is 
providing a free sample of 
the new Tegera® Infinity™ 
safety gloves. 
To claim your free sample 
or for more information, 
T: 028 9262 2444, 
E: info@safetyni.com or 
visit www.safetyni.com  

FREE SAMPLE

“If you don’t 
think your 
gloves are up 
to the job or 
if you don’t 
think you 
are getting 
value for 
money, then 
why not try a 
free sample 
of the next 
generation of 
safety gloves 
and see what 
this range has 
to offer.”

To find  
out more watch 

the YouTube video. 
Search for ‘Tegera 

Infinity’



CASE STUDY – ACOUSTICS

48 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE www.northernbuilder.co.ukFOLLOW US ON:

BELFAST HOME-OWNER, RYAN ANNESLEY, EXPLAINS HOW 
ECOPHON HELPED SOLVE HIS ACOUSTIC PROBLEMS…

When Ralph Annesley 
set out to improve the 
quality of sound within 

his own home, he chose to install 
Ecophon Solo Squares.  
Describing the problem and why 
he chose Ecophon, he said, “The 
space that I had a reverberation 
noise issue with was a large, open-
plan, busy family area used as a 
kitchen-diner and a living space. 
As with many new-build domestic 
properties, features such as large 
areas of glazing, floor tiling to 

facilitate underfloor heating, and 
high ceilings created a pleasant 
spacious area to be in.  
“However, as a result of this, there 
was very limited opportunity to 
introduce enough soft furnishings 
to bring down the reverberation 
sound to a comfortable level. 
“I wanted to reduce those levels 
to create a gentler ambience and 
chose Ecophon Solo squares as a 
solution. I had experience of this 
product before in a commercial 
design situation and had initial 

reservations. I knew they were 
effective, however, and contacted 
Andrew Acheson in Ecophon 
who was able to suggest possible 
solutions”.   
The Ecophon team then worked 
with Ralph to create a look that 
is not only effective acoustically 
but is also harmonious within a 
residential environment rather 
than a more commercial space.
“I chose the 1200 x 1200mm 
Solo Square panels in white 
finish,” added Ryan. “These 

Alan Crampton, Regional Manager Ireland, Scotland and North of England,  
on 01256 850 977or 07979 703 421 or alan.crampton@ecophon.co.uk;

Andrew Acheson, Area Sales Manager for NI, on 07717 538 983, or andrew.acheson@ecophon.co.uk;

Home comforts 
with Ecophon

“This shows 
how versatile 
Ecophon’s 
products 
can be 
across many 
different 
types of 
applications.”
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were installed on each face of 
a symmetrical, partially sloped 
ceiling, creating quite a dramatic 
aesthetic result and more 
importantly they brought down 
the reverberation sound to a very 
comfortable level. 
“This proved to be a cost-
effective solution, and I was very 
pleased with the end result. 
The squares were also expertly 
installed by Buchanan Ceilings 
who had been suggested to me 
by Andrew.“

ECOPHON SOLO™ 
SQUARE

Ecophon Solo™ Square is an 
acoustic solution, primarily 
when it is not possible to install 
a wall-to-wall ceiling.
Solo™ Square is suitable in 
buildings where the room 
volume could be maintained 
or as an option when TABS 
(Thermally Activated Building 
System) is selected as the 
cooling system. Solo™ 
Square is an unframed, free-
hanging unit offering a high 
degree of design possibilities 
both regarding colours and 
suspension systems. 
The three different suspension 
systems which use adjustable 
wire hangers, one-point 
fixing or adjust brackets, 
in combination with the 
engineered Connect™ 
Absorber anchor (patent), give 
opportunities to create several 
layers and angles.  
The Solo™ Square panel is 
available in size 1200 x 1200 
x 40mm with a weight of 6kg. 
The panel is manufactured from 
high density glass wool, with 
Akutex™ FT surface on both 
sides. The edges are straight 
cut and painted.

ABOUT THE 
PROJECT 
Architect: Ralph Annesley, 
AECOM

Ceiling contractor: Jim 
Buchanan, Buchanan Ceilings

Project size: 35m2

Products: Solo™ Square

Siobhan McGuinness, Area Sales Manager for the RoI, on 00353 87 918 9149
or siobhan.mcguinness@ecophon.ie 
www.ecophon.com/uk

Ecophon’s Andrew Acheson, added, 
“Our products are usually specified 
for commercial projects, but Ralph 
and I were able to work up a 
solution that suited the aesthetics 
of the space while working well 
acoustically.
“This shows how versatile Ecophon’s 
products can be across many 
different types of applications. 
Hopefully, projects like this one can 
inspire home builders and owners 
to realise that we don’t have to live 
with poor acoustics in the home.”

“This proved to be a cost 
effective solution and I 

was very pleased with the 
end result.”
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RTU is the market leader and first 
choice supplier for Northern 
Ireland’s leading architects, 

construction companies and builders 
as well as the ever-growing self-build 
sector. The company’s product range 
includes ready mixed concrete, mortar, 
plaster and screed as well RTU’s two 
unique product offerings – Ultraflo® 
hemihydrate liquid floor screed and 
Exposa® decorative concrete.
Ultraflo® is Ireland’s only ready mixed 
hemihydrate liquid floor screed and 
is the perfect partner when installing 
underfloor heating. It is an innovative 
product, tried and tested over the last 10 
years, with over 5,000 satisfied customers 
throughout Ireland.   
As a hemihydrate calcium sulphate liquid 

floor screed, Ultraflo® does not suffer 
from surface laitance (a scum/dust of 
material adhering to the top of the screed 
during the curing process).  It therefore, 
unlike cement screeds on the market, 
requires no buffing/grinding to the surface 
prior to the application of floor finishes.  
Furthermore, there is only a 0.02%  
shrinkage, the lowest of any screed on 
the market, therefore movement joints 
are only required at 300m2 intervals 
compared to cement screeds with joints 
every 80m2, and traditional sand cement 
screeds with joints every 36m2. 
An independent study carried out by the 
University of Ulster showed Ultraflo® 
as the most energy efficient screed on 
the market, with a heat response time 
four times faster than cement screeds. 

Scientific proof, if you needed any more 
convincing, that Ultraflo® is by far the 
superior product!
Award-winning Exposa® is a highly 
durable range of decorative concrete 
which can be used as an alternative to 
traditional paving, asphalt, tarmac and 
loose gravel. With a natural aggregate 
finish, Exposa® has the durability and 
structural integrity of concrete. It is 
designed to withstand heavy traffic and 
extremes of weather without shrinking 
or heaving. With the added benefit of 
a slip resistant, low maintenance finish, 
Exposa® also inhibits the proliferation of 
weeds and moss and is ideal for use on 
patios, pathways, driveways, steps and 
large pedestrian areas.  
RTU offers a standard range of exposed 
aggregate concrete, but the company 
can also tailor the depth of exposure, 
aggregate choice as well as colour to 
your individual requirements. Various 
styles of Exposa® can be used in one 
project, or combined with other materials 
such as cobble or paving stones to create 
a stunning effect.
RTU is exhibiting at Stand C18 at 
Selfbuild Live 2018 from February 
16-18, in Titanic Exhibition Centre, 
Belfast. For more information on RTU, 
telephone 028 9085 1441  
or visit www.rtu.co.uk

RTU HAS SOLUTIONS FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS – INSIDE AND OUT…

Comprehensive solutions from RTU

“An independent study 
carried out by the 
University of Ulster showed 
Ultraflo® as the most 
energy efficient screed on 
the market.”
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  The UK and Ireland campaign ‘Spotlight on...
women in construction’ has been launched by 
the Considerate Constructors Scheme to boost 
the much-needed industry effort to attract more 
women into the construction industry. 
The scheme, which makes around 15,000 
monitoring visits to construction sites, 
companies and suppliers every year, surveyed 
over 1,000 people to find out why women 
still only represent a meagre 11% of the 
construction industry workforce. The campaign 
provides a variety of practical steps that can be 
taken to address this issue in the short, medium 
and long term. 
‘Spotlight on…women in construction’ pulls 
together the latest and greatest examples 
of best practice, case studies from women 
working across the construction industry, legal 
requirements and links to useful organisations 
encouraging women to work in construction.
The Scheme will continue to update resources 
available within ‘Spotlight on…women in 
construction’ and would be very interested 
to hear more from the industry on this issue, 
E-mail enquiries@ccsbestpractice.org.uk to 
send in suggestions.  

WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION 
CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED

 Generous employees at 
Belfast-based Portview Fit-Out 
have donated more than £18,000 
to the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
to help grant the wishes of 
seriously ill children across the 
UK. 
The fit-out specialist, which 
operates in the luxury retail, 
stadia, hospitality and corporate 
sectors, raised £18,350 by 
organising a series of charity 
raffles, social events, and sport 
competitions. Portview also 
donated 10 GoPro cameras and 
accessories to Make-A-Wish so 
families can capture the wish 
experiences of their loved ones 
on film; the first donation of its 
kind to the charity.  
Managing Director of Portview 

Fit-Out, Simon Campbell said, 
“In Portview, our company 
ethos is to turn the most 
imaginative and ambitious of 
ideas into reality, whether it’s 
for clients, employees, or the 
community. Having smashed 
our fundraising target of £3,000 
within just a few short months, 
our employees got behind the 
charity right from the very start 
and are now able to give some 
incredibly brave children the 
opportunity to escape life’s 
struggles for a day and live 
out their dreams - and that, is 
priceless.”
To make a donation or to find 
out more about Make-A-Wish, 
please visit the website at 
www.make-a-wish.org.uk.

PORTVIEW SEND BEST WISHES TO CHARITY 
WITH £18,350 DONATION

Darren Magill, Brian Davison, Gail McKee, Karen Fullerton and Molly Campbell (centre) celebrate 
Portview’s donation to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

ULSTER UNIVERSITY TEAM WINS STUDENT CHALLENGE IRELAND
 A team from the Ulster University, 

Jordanstown, has won the Chartered 
Institute of Building’s annual 
competition for third-level students.
Held at Croke Park in Dublin, the Ulster 
University  team of Chris DeMata, Mark 
Kitson, Philip Beattie, and Neil Recána, 
supported by their lecturer, Clare 
Mahon, finished ahead of 10 other 
teams from across Ireland, including 
teams from Southern Regional College 
and Belfast Met.
This year’s brief was to prepare a bid 

for the re-development of a 1970’s 
building into a budget hotel in Dublin’s 
city centre, taking into account the 
Luas, a one-way system, and an ESB 
sub-station, to name a few. The 
teams had three hours to produce a 
one-page overview and a 15-minute 
presentation, describing their solution 
and the issues they felt were most 
important. The competition was 
sponsors by McAleer & Rushe, Aconex, 
Elecosoft, and Turner & Townsend, for 
supporting the event.

For further information, contact 
Niamh Webbley-O’Gorman on 
nogorman@ciob.org.uk or 00353 
(0)87 783 1234.

The winning team from the Ulster University, 
Jordanstown.
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With over 30 years’ 
experience in the 
Construction sector, 

Kilbroney Timber Frame can 
provide a complete service from 
design through to installation.
The major advantages of timber 
frame construction are its speed 
of erection, excellent thermal 
efficiency, sound performance 
and, of course, its considerable 
advantages over traditional building 
methods where environmental 
issues are concerned. 
Either choose from Kilbroney’s own 
comprehensive range of house 
styles from the company’s portfolio, 
or alternatively, the Kilbroney 
Timber Frame team is happy to 

manufacture and supply a kit to 
your own architectural design. 
For example, with the bungalow 
pictured you can have the timber 
frame kit supplied and erected, 
with all the insulation and the 
plasterboard, and the windows and 
external doors supplied and fitted 
for under £35,000!
Whether you are an architect, 
contractor or are embarking on a 
self-build project, Kilbroney Timber 
Frame can offer the right solution 
for your needs.
For more information on 
Kilbroney Timber Frame, 
telephone 028 4173 9077 
or e-mail 
info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

HIGH QUALITY, COST EFFECTIVE, BESPOKE TIMBER FRAME HOMES…

A complete package from 
Kilbroney Timber Frame

“Kilbroney Timber Frame can 
provide a complete service from 
design through to installation.”

design, plan, build
Kilbroney Timberframe Ltd, Valley Business Park, 48 Newtown Road, Rostrevor, Co. Down, BT34 3BZ.

T: 028 4173 9077 - E: info@kilbroneytimberframe.com
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A rise in house-
building was 
one of the main 

bright-spots as overall 
construction workloads 
edged upwards in the final 
quarter of 2017 (Q4 2017), 
according to the quarterly 
RICS (Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors) 
and Tughans Northern 
Ireland Construction & 
Infrastructure Market 
Survey.
Both private sector and 
public-sector housing 
activity increased in the 
three-month period, 
according to the net 
balance of Northern 
Ireland respondents, while 
there was also an uptick 
in the data regarding 
both private commercial 
and infrastructure activity. 
However, the net balance 
of Northern Ireland 
respondents pointed to a 
fall in private industrial and 
public non-housing activity.
As a result, the overall 
workload balance at 

SURVEY REVEALS CONSTRUCTION 
WORKLOADS EDGED UPWARDS IN THE 
FINAL QUARTER OF 2017…

Housebuilding 
a bright-spot 

+6% lagged behind all 
other UK regions and 
suggests that overall 
growth in the Northern 
Ireland construction and 
infrastructure sectors was 
lacklustre in Q4.
Jim Sammon, RICS 
Northern Ireland 
Construction Spokesman, 
said, “It would perhaps 
be fair to say that the 
construction sector 
in Northern Ireland is 
something of a mixed 
picture. As the survey 
suggests, house-building 
activity in some areas 
continued to grow, and we 
are seeing good activity 
in areas such as hotel 
development. 
“But there is a divergence 
between Greater Belfast 
and some other areas, 
and a divergence 
between subsectors. 
Some improvements in 
procurement processes 
are being made but the 
planning process remains 
unnecessarily difficult.”

Jim Sammon, RICS Northern Ireland Construction Spokesman.
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NORTHERN BUILDER LEARNS ABOUT THE ATTENTION-TO-DETAIL 
AT THIS MUCH-NEEDED HEALTHCARE FACILITY.. g

Ravara House 
Dementia Unit, 
Bangor
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staff provide tenants with the 
very best care possible in an 
environment that has been tailor-
made to provide specialist care 
in a dedicated setting. 
Tim Cunningham and his team 
were on site for 18 months and 
in that time, they encountered a 
few challenges along the way. 
“When constructing the 
foundations, we encountered 
both rock and variable ground 
water levels. In order to protect 
the building, we created a 
secondary land drainage system 
around the perimeter to stabilise 
the ground water level.”
Off-site fabrication played a 

Providing a much-needed 
facility for people with 
dementia and for the frail 

and elderly, the Ravara Court 
Dementia Unit in Bangor was 
built with its tenants very much 
in mind. 
Carried out by Cunningham 
Contracts Ltd, the works 
included the erection of a 
three-storey, dementia and frail 
elderly apartment block of steel 
frame masonry construction 
comprising 24 residential units. 
Staff/communal rooms and 
associated site works also fell 
under the remit of Cunningham 
Contracts Ltd, a firm that has 

plenty of experience working on 
specialised healthcare projects. 
Due to the nature of the required 
building, only the highest 
levels of workmanship from all 
trades involved would suffice 
to get the job done. When it 
came to systems and products, 
cost was not the primary issue; 
Cunningham Contracts Ltd was 
determined to ensure that quality 
remained the main consideration 
throughout the build. 
Technologically advanced, 
bespoke smart systems that 
take into account the needs of 
the end user were specified for 
the Unit. These systems help 

NEVER LOSING SIGHT OF THE END USER’S NEEDS HELPED CUNNINGHAM 
CONTRACTS COMPLETE RAVARA COURT DEMENTIA UNIT TO THE HIGHEST 
POSSIBLE STANDARD...

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“Only the highest levels of workmanship
from all trades involved would suffice.”
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full attention to detail and the 
highest level of workmanship. 
“There was a lot of lead-in time 
when it came to the specialist 
materials that were required to 
ensure the end users got the 
facility they deserved.”
Completed ahead of schedule, 
Ravara Dementia Unit is a 
worthy addition to Cunningham 
Contract Ltd’s impressive 
portfolio of projects. Tim and 
his team are proud to have 
played such an important 
part in its delivery. “This was 
a great project to work on. 
Collaboration between the 
design team and all trades 
meant the process ran smoothly 
and programmes were met. 
Everyone involved came 
together to ensure a facility 
of the highest quality was 
completed on time and within 
budget.” 

large role in the construction 
of Ravara Dementia Unit and 
although this ultimately helped 
speed up the construction 
process, it also demanded 
rigorous planning and attention 
to detail. 
“Quite a lot of the materials 
used during the build, such 
as the steel, were fabricated 
off-site. We had to ensure that 
the setting out was completed 
both on time and to a very 
high standard; no delays were 
acceptable as that would mean 
the programme wouldn’t be 
met. 
“Although fabricating the 
materials off-site required 
a significant amount of pre-
planning, all that extra work 
paid off as we delivered the 
project ahead of schedule.”
Strong architectural features 
help Ravara Dementia Unit 

stand out from similar facilities. 
A green roof on the building 
meant extra preparatory work 
for Tim and his team but the 
results have been well worth it. 
“The green roof only adds to 
the overall project which really 
is a fantastic looking building. 
We’ve worked on green roofs 
in the past, albeit on a smaller 
scale so that stood us in good 
stead for this much larger roof.” 
All products specified for the 
unit which included cedar 
cladding, brick, render and 
curtain walling, were of the 
highest possible grade. The 
high quality finish required 
by the architects called for 
specialised bespoke products 
from some of the world’s 
leading manufacturers.
“We had to ensure that the 
sub-contractors were also aware 
that the project demanded 

Cunningham Contracts Ltd, 5a Carrogs Road, Newry, BT34 2NJ 
T: 028 302 52695 - E: info@cunninghamcontracts.com
www.cunninghamcontracts.com
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of care facilities we’ve supplied 
door sets for so we were well 
placed to tackle the project,” 
he said. “As well as standard 
door-kits there were a number 
of FD30 Hardwood screens and 
bespoke doors required. As with 
any job the final fit and finish is 
what matters the most, and this 
is one we’re really proud of.” 

A specialised facility such 
as the Ravara Dementia 
Unit called for a package 

of high grade, high performance, 
durable products. 
The Internal doors, which were 
supplied by Toye Door Kits, 
met this criteria and have also 
helped raise the quality of the 
finish at the Unit. The three-
story dementia and frail elderly 
apartment block comprises 24 
residential units, with each unit 
requiring a mixture of door sets 
and screens.
Only the highest levels of 
workmanship from all trades 
involved would suffice, and when 

it came to the final products, 
quality, rather than cost, was the 
driving factor. 
Toye Door Kits, which has over 
20 years’ experience providing 
internal and external door-kits 
and screens, was chosen to 
supply the sets and worked 
to ensure that everything was 
installed to the highest spec. 
The company prides itself on its 
quality and workmanship, and 
Stephen McClenaghan, Toye 
Door Kits’ founder and Managing 
Director, said experience in this 
sector was key.
“This was a great project to work 
on, and the latest in a long line 

COMBER-BASED TOYE DOOR KITS SUPPLIED INTERNAL DOORS TO RAVARA 
DEMENTIA UNIT...

PROJECT IN FOCUS

INTERNAL DOORS
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Toye Doors, 5, 149 Glen Rd, Comber BT23 5QU
T: 028 9044 9389

E: toyedoors@aol.com
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“As with any job the 
final fit and finish is 
what matters the most, 
and this is one we’re 
really proud of.” 
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The high spec Trocal PVC 
system from Sika-Trocal 
was specified for Ravara 

Dementia Unit. Installed by 
Rowan Roofing, two roofs were 
completed using the Trocal 
system and the sedum roof while 
the high level roofs were covered 
with an exposed Trocal system. 
Although the installation process 
can prove tricky, Rowan Roofing 
has significant experience when 
it comes to green roofs. “When 
you’re working on a green roof, 
every detail has to be precise 
and must be compatible with 
the system you’re installing. 
From a weather point of view, 
everything has to be watertight 
once the sedum goes on and that 
can often be a challenge,” said 
John Rowan. Regular meetings 
with the architects and builders 
ensured the work was carried out 
correctly and in accordance with 
Sika-Trocal recommendations. 

Close collaboration on site also 
helped John and his team when it 
came to completing the individual 
roofs. “It was a staged process for 
us; we might be working on one 
roof but unable to complete it 
so we’d move onto another one. 
Different sections were getting 
added at different times and 
if there was scaffolding on the 
higher level roofs, we couldn’t 
finish the lower one. Coordination 
between us and the main 
contractor helped us move the 
process along and get on with the 
work when we could.” 
The biggest challenge for Rowan 
Roofing was ensuring the green 
roof was expertly installed. 
“When we reached completion, 
we electronically tested the roof 
to make sure the process had 
gone ok. We also had to make 
sure there was no damage on it 
before we laid the sedum. We 
were happy with the results and 

we’re very proud of the job we did 
on the Unit.” 
Rowan Roofing has worked with 
main contractors Cunningham 
Contracts on several projects. “It’s 
always a pleasure to work with 
them. They’re extremely organised 
and any requirements that we 
had on this project were met 
quickly and efficiently. We have 
a great relationship with them 
and not just with the guys on site 
but with the guys in the office as 
well.” That collaboration on site 
helped Rowan Roofing complete 
the project on time and to the 
highest possible standard. “It really 
was a hassle-free process, which 
was helped enormously by the 
contractors. The site foreman was 
also great and helped us along at 
every stage. We’re proud to have 
been involved with this project and 
we’re looking forward to working 
with Cunningham Contracts again 
in the future.” 

EXPERT WORKMANSHIP FROM SIKA-TROCAL CONTRACTORS, ROWAN 
ROOFING, HAS MADE SURE RAVARA’S GREEN ROOF IS BUILT TO LAST...

ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Rowan Roofing Co Ltd, Springbank Industrial Estate, Pembroke Loop Rd, 
Dunmurry, Belfast BT17 0YU. 
T: +44 28 9061 5520 - E: annemarie@rowanroofing.com
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Sika Ireland supplied its 
market leading Sika-Trocal 
SGmA ballasted single 

ply waterproofing system for 
the green roof areas at Ravara 
Dementia Unit along with its 
mechanically fastened Sika-
Trocal ‘S’ roofing system for the 
exposed roof areas. Both systems 
have been extensively used in 
the UK and Ireland over the 

past 40 years, proving that Sika’s 
performance can be relied upon.
All roofs were expertly installed 
by Sika trained and approved 
contractor, Rowan Roofing 
Company. 
Whilst carrying out interim roof 
inspections, Sika Ireland was also 
able to support Cunningham 
Contracts with its query on 
structurally bonding brick slips and 
consequently the Sika’s ‘Sikadur 
31’ structural adhesive was also 
used to assist with this element of 
the build.  
Sika prides itself on not only 
supplying the industry with market-
leading roofing systems but also 
being able to provide solutions 
from the basement to the roof 
and everything in between thanks 
to its plentiful sealing, bonding, 
waterproofing, refurbishment and 
flooring products. 
Contractors are free to contact 

Sika Ireland and discuss their 
requirements when it comes 
to selecting a suitable roofing 
system, whether it be for a new 
build or a refurbishment project. 
At no cost to the customer, 
Sika Ireland will carry out a 
pre-refurbishment assessment, 
assist with new build designs and 
provide you with a suitable single 
ply or liquid applied roofing 
specification to suit your project 
requirements. A network of 
trained and approved contractors 
and Sika field technicians are on 
hand to assist customers with 
any queries they may have. The 
company’s aim is to ensure that 
not only are its systems carefully 
selected and well-designed 
to suit the customer’s project 
but that they are competently 
installed and assessed on site by 
Sika to guarantee a quality roof 
system is installed.  

SIKA – YOUR PARTNER FOR FLAT ROOFING AND MORE...

FLAT ROOFING SYSTEMS SUPPLIER

T: 028 9336 5868          
E: mccullough.barry@ie.sika.com 

W: www.sika.ie/roofing
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Guttertec, 5 Ballymagreehan Rd, 
Castlewellan BT31 9AX
T: 028 4377 0355
E: guttertec@btinternet.com

to us I think. We know how 
they work and they’re familiar 
with our working methods. 
That helped us get the job 
completed on time. We look 
forward to working with them 
again in the future.” 

Although well-used 
to working across a 
variety of projects, the 

Bangor Unit was a significant 
job for Gary McAleenan and 
the team. “Due to the quantity 
of products required, this 
was a fairly big project for us. 
We supplied only the highest 
quality products to the Unit; 
high grade aluminium sills, 
gutters and downpipes were 
specified by the architect and as 
with all projects we undertake, 
we endeavoured to provide 
only the highest levels of 
workmanship,” said Gary. 
Gary has worked with 
Cunningham Contracts in the 
past. “That relationship stood 

CASTLEWELLAN-BASED FIRM GUTTERTEC SUPPLIED THE ALUMINIUM 
GUTTERS, DOWNPIPES AND ALUMINIUM SILLS TO RAVARA DEMENTIA UNIT...

ALUMINIUM GUTTERS & DOWNPIPES

Murdock Builders Merchants – 
Newtownards, 21 Jubilee Road, 
Newtownards, Co. Down, BT23 4YH
T: 028 9182 1222
E: newtownards@
murdockbuildersmerchants.com
www.murdockbuildersmerchants.com

which is our own in-house 
product,” said Stevie. 
The architects were very clear 
that the building had to have 
a cedar finish. “A specific 
mould for a secret nail profile 
was chosen which means you 
can’t see any nail marks on the 
building. It turned out very well.” 
Murdock’s also supplied paving 
from Tobermore for all the 
landscaped areas.
Murdock’s has worked with 
Cunningham Contracts on 
several projects. “If they needed 
emergency deliveries, there was 
no problem sorting that out. We 
have an excellent relationship 
with them and look forward to 
working with them in the future.” 

Ensuring products landed 
at the Ravara site in a 
timely fashion and more 

importantly, at the correct time, 
was a tall order for Murdock’s 
but nothing Stevie Murphy 
and the team couldn’t handle. 
Murdock’s supplied the structural 
timber for the flat roofs and the 
cedar mould cladding for the 
Ravara Dementia Unit. 
“The cedar mould cladding was 
the main product we supplied, 

HIGH GRADE PRODUCTS FOR RAVARA DEMENTIA UNIT WERE SUPPLIED BY 
MURDOCK BUILDERS MERCHANTS...

BUILDING MATERIALS SUPPLY
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Abbeyview Engineering, 
51 Abbeyview Rd, Crossgar, 
Downpatrick BT30 9JD
T: 028 4483 0961
E: abbeyviewengineering@
btinternet.com

Abbeyview
Engineering

“We’re well used to working 
on projects like these and 
we’ve actually worked with 
the contractor now for about 
10 years. That relationship 
and close collaboration on 
site helped us deliver a high 
quality job and one we’re very 
proud of,” said John. 

John Killen and the team 
at Abbeyview Engineering 
have been supplying steel 

fabrication products to the 
industry for over 40 years. This 
experience made the company 
the perfect choice when it came 
to working on Ravara Dementia 
Unit. Abbeyview Engineering 
supplied all the metal railings 
and balcony to Ravara Dementia 
Unit, along with the internal 
stairs. A concrete balustrade 
to complement the concrete 
stairs also made up part of the 
package. All products supplied 
were of the highest possible 
grade, in keeping with the very 
high standard required by the 
architects. 

HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND ATTENTION 
TO DETAIL FROM ABBEYVIEW ENGINEERING...

STEEL FABRICATION

Rationel, Unit 13A, 
WIN Business Park, Canal Quay, 
Newry, Co Down, 
BT35 6PH
T: 028 3026 0758 
E: enquiries@rationel.ie
www.rationel.co.uk

of the building.
Rationel has been in the Irish 
market for over 30 years and 
is part of the VKR Group. The 
company has a showroom 
in Newry and is involved in 
numerous commercial projects, 
as well as specialising in the 
residential market.
Rationel offers a premium, 
yet affordable, window 
range in modern and classic 
styles for both new build and 
refurbishment projects. The 
company has supplied its 
products to some of the most 
prestigious projects across 
Ireland and the UK and our 
proud to be involved in this 
project.

Only the highest 
grade products were 
specified for Ravara 

Dementia Units and that 
included the windows, doors 
and screens which came from 
Rationel, an international 
company which manufactures 
and sells high performance 
premium windows and doors 
throughout Ireland and the UK.
Rationel worked closely with 
the contractor to meet the 
specifications set by the 
architect when it came to the 
glazing. The company supplied 
and installed a significant 
proportion of their high-
performance screens which 
complement the overall design 

INNOVATION AND HIGH PERFORMANCE 
FROM RATIONEL...

WINDOWS
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jng COMMERCIAL FLOORING

JNG Agencies - 25a Manse Road,  
Belfast, Castlereagh, BT6 9SB

T. (028) 9070 5660
info@jngagencies.com

The report, the second annual 
Belfast Crane Survey produced 
by Deloitte Real Estate, shows a 

total of 25 schemes under construction 
in the city centre - 22 of which are set 
for completion in 2018.  This compares 
with 19 schemes under construction in 
the city centre a year ago.
The total includes eight new hotels, 
seven office developments, four 
student accommodation projects, three 
residential developments, two new 
educational facilities and one retail/
leisure scheme.
Simon Bedford, Partner in the Deloitte 
Real Estate practice, said, “Belfast 
has been enjoying a surge in tourism 
in recent years and reflective of this, 
hotel developments continued to 
be central to Belfast’s story in 2017. 
There are over 1,000 new hotel rooms 

currently being built and all are 
due to complete in 2018. The 
new hotel openings will create 
an exciting period for the city 
and substantial employment 
opportunities.”
Last year also saw work 
commence on 194,787sqft of 
new office space across five 
developments. This brings 
the total office space under 
construction to 453,385sqft. 
Almost half (46.5%) of that is 
the significant refurbishment of existing 
office space.  
While no new student accommodation 
projects broke ground in 2017, work is 
ongoing on five major schemes that will 
provide more than 2,000 purpose-built 
units for students of Queen’s University 
and Ulster University. Construction 

A RAFT OF NEW HOTEL DEVELOPMENTS IN BELFAST HAS HELPED CONSTRUCTION 
ACTIVITY IN THE CITY CENTRE HIT ITS HIGHEST LEVEL IN A DECADE... 

Hotels behind Belfast construction surge

Pictured are Simon Bedford, Partner in the Deloitte Real Estate 
practice and Suzanne Wylie, Chief Executive of Belfast City Council.

continues on 840,000sqft of new 
education space in the city.
Residential development in the city 
centre grew at a slower pace than 
other sectors, with 180 new residential 
units currently under construction. 
To read the full report, visit www.
deloitte.co.uk/belfastcranesurvey
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study spaces, a 540-seat auditorium 
and a sports hall and fitness suite. 
The building has also been designed 
to be both energy efficient and 
environmentally responsible.
T: 028 9077 7321
E: info@kcmb.co.uk 
W: www.kcmb.co.uk

When the Royal 
College of 
Surgeons in 

Ireland approached Henry J 
Lyons Architects to discuss 
the design of its new home 
on York Street, little could 
the College have known 
what the end result would 
be. Together with Bennett 
Construction, Henry J Lyons 
has created a 12,000sqm, 
10-storey building that 
cleverly bypasses stringent 
planning height constraints 
through the incorporation of 
four basement levels. 
The state-of-the-art facility 
provides medical students, 
surgical trainees and staff 
with modern cutting-edge 
facilities that will promote 
the development of the RCSI 
community at the heart of the 
city.
Aimed at bringing medical 
education to a new level at the existing 
campus in Dublin 2, all facilities at the 
new RCSI building are of the highest 
standard. Integral to the building’s 
overall aesthetic is the use of brick which 
complements the surrounding buildings 
on York Street while also evoking 
the memory of the original Georgian 
terraces in the area. 
Casa Lena bricks from Kingscourt 
Country Manor Bricks were specified 
for the project and were chosen for the 
tumbled and imprecise nature of their 
edges which contrasts with the ‘surgical’ 
precision of the non-brick materials. 
The architects also felt that the Casa 
Lena bricks help the building blend 
harmoniously with the existing RCSI 
granite buildings that flank the entrance 
to York Street from St Stephen’s Green. 

Materials on the project were chosen 
for their robustness and for their 
visual integration with the rest of the 
street. 
Exposed concrete in various finishes 
has been used to reveal the structure 
of the building while the very unique 
retro tumbled Casa Lena brick, a soft 
mud brick coated in a white slurry mix 
with a pale buff base, constructed 
with ivory mortar, provides colour and 
texture that cleverly differentiates 
between key functions of the building. 
The new facility also projects an air of 
welcomeness and openness thanks 
to the glazed frontage on the ground 
floor. 
As well as being the home of the new 
National Surgical & Clinical Centre, 
No.26 York Street also includes a 
library spanning three floors with 500 

HENRY J LYONS AND BENNETT CONSTRUCTION HAVE CREATED AN INNOVATIVE, 
TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED FACILITY FOR THE RCSI IN THE HEART OF DUBLIN CITY…

Just what the doctor ordered

BRICK AND STONE

BRICK SUPPLIER - KINGSCOURT COUNTRY MANOR BRICKS

Client: Royal College of Surgeons 
in Ireland

Location: York Street, Dublin 2

Architect: Henry J Lyons Architects

Contractor: Bennett Construction

Brick Used: Casa Lena

Year built: 2017

PROJECT DETAILS...
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The Holy and Undivided Trinity 
Parish Church, Magheralin

A CLOSER LOOK AT A RESTORATION PROJECT THAT FINDS THE 
PERFECT BALANCE BETWEEN RESPECTING THE HISTORY OF THE 
CHURCH WHILE PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE… g
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changes. But I believe we have 
been able to find the best of 
both worlds with this project.”
The initial work focused on 
restoring the exterior of the 
building, with roof repairs, gutter 
alternations lead work and stone 
restoration all being carried out.
“We started with a complete 
survey being carried out by 
Building Conservation Surveyor, 
Chris McCollum, and once we 
had an idea of the state of the 
building envelope, we then 
turned our attentions to the 
interior,” added Des. “It needed 
a complete electrical rewiring 
and also needed a new heating 
system, so this proved to be 

When a church has been 
so successful, the easy 
decision is to simply 

keep things as they are. But as a 
progressive Parish, The Holy and 
Undivided Trinity Parish Church, 
Magheralin, is not one to keep 
still.
The impressive church building 
at New Forge Road, just off 
the main Lurgan-Moira Road in 
Magheralin, has been part of 
the local landscape in its current 
form since 1890, with evidence 
of Christian worship in the area 
stretching back to medieval 
times. 
Yet when it came to a recent 
refurbishment, the focus was very 

much on respecting the past 
while preparing for the future – 
and a look at the final outcome 
proves that has been achieved.
In appointing Des Cairns 
Architecture, the Select Vestry 
found a kindred spirit that was 
singing off the same hymn 
sheet.
“The Select Vestry made 
some very strong decisions in 
preparing the building for the 
future and ensuring it would 
have a continuing role in the 
local community,” explained 
Des. “There is a history of long 
and successful ministry in the 
area, so that can prove difficult 
when it comes to making major 

DES CAIRNS ARCHITECTURE ENSURES THAT THE LONG-STANDING HISTORY 
OF THIS MAGHERALIN PARISH CHURCH IS RESPECTED WHILE DELIVERING A 
FORWARD-THINKING RESTORATION…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

ARCHITECTURE

“The Select Vestry made some very strong decisions 
in preparing the building for the future.”
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and the church has become a 
focal point for some imaginative 
and popular events over the 
years, so the changes that have 
been made will build on this.
“Retaining the historical aspect 
of the building is vital, but what 
has been achieved here is also 
a practical approach that will 
help the church carry out its 
work effectively and have a 
sustainable future.” 

the perfect time for looking at 
how best to reconfigure and 
reimagine the internal space.”
The history of the church 
combined with the fact it is a 
Grade B+ Listed Building meant 
that the conservation principles 
of minimum intervention, 
maximum retention had to be 
adhered to. Yet that doesn’t 
mean that the internal design 
can’t be inventive.
One of the simple changes 
is that virtually all the pews 
have now been replaced with 
upholstered wood–framed 
chairs, which allows for a flexible 
internal layout to be achieved, 
if required. However, some of 
the original pews remain in key 
areas to retain a direct link to the 
church’s history.  
The baptismal font has been 
moved to a more central setting 
at the rear of the church.
The practical yet flexible 
approach is perfectly illustrated 

by the south transcept. This area 
has been subtly separated off 
from the rest of the church by a 
striking full height, planar wall. 
This space has its own heating 
and can be used as a meeting 
room while, during the service, it 
is perfect for families with young 
children, who are able to follow 
the service through the new AV 
system without worrying about 
disturbing others.
New draft lobbies have been 
added at the front and rear 
entrances to the church, while 
the addition of an accessible 
toilet with baby changing and 
discreet facilities such as a mini 
kitchen have again illustrated 
the practical approach while also 
covering important areas such 
as accessibility and emergency 
escape routes.
“The Parish is rightly proud of 
this beautiful building. It is high 
Victorian in character, which is 
relatively unusual for the area, 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Des Cairns Architecture, Fisherman’s Cottage, 31 Lough Road,
Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn, BT28 2JY. T: 028 9442 2660
E: des@descairns.com - www.descairns.com
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Design: Des Cairns Architecture

Contractor: McKelvey 
Construction

Electrical contractor: 
Hunter Electrics

Mechanical contractor: 
Cove Mechanical Services

Planar glass: Glassmarque

PROJECT TEAM...
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Cove Mechanical Services 
installed a complete new 
heating system at The 

Holy and Undivided Trinity Parish 
Church, Magheralin.
The company used its extensive 
experience in the commercial 
sector to deliver a modern 
heating system that was 
respectfully installed within this 
beautiful Listed building. This was 
achieved by using old heating 
ducts to install new pipework 
within, while new radiators were 
placed out of sight. 
Cove Mechanical Services was 
also responsible for installing the 
new kitchen and coffee dock area 
as well as the installation of the 
new accessible toilet.  

With over 40 years’ experience, 
Cove Mechanical was able to 
find the perfect balance for this 
project, working as part of the 
wider team to come up with 
innovative solutions that retained 
the history of the building. 
This partnership approach was 
evident in the relationship with 
the electrical contractor, Hunter 
Electrics, as both companies had 
to work within restricted spaces 
to hide their work.
Cove Mechanical Services 
specialises in providing a 
complete mechanical services 
installation in not only commercial 
properties, but also within the 
private sector, education, leisure 
and health services. 

Based in Dungannon, Cove 
Mechanical Services operates 
throughout Ireland and the 
United Kingdom in various 
sectors throughout the industry, 
providing a professional service, 
always completing our projects 
efficiently and within time and 
budget 
The company provides full 
mechanical installations to all 
its projects, encompassing all 
plumbing and heating, both 
domestic and commercial. Over 
the years, Cove Mechanical 
Services has also become experts 
in the supply and installation of 
all air conditioning and ventilation 
systems, including domestic, 
commercial or industrial premises. 

WITH OVER 40 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE, COVE MECHANICAL SERVICES PROVIDED 
THE PERFECT CHOICE FOR THIS CHALLENGING PROJECT…

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Cove Mechanical Services, 199 Bush Road, Dungannon, BT71 6EZ 
T: 028 8774 8764

E: info@covems.com
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Hunter Electrics Ltd, 
16 Lisnacloon Rd, Mournebeg, 
Castlederg BT81 7UF
T: 028 8167 1431
E: hunterelectrics@talk21.com

modernising the building. We 
weren’t allowed to track any of 
the walls, so we had to put a lot 
of thought about where we could 
hide cables.
“There are 101 ceiling lights yet 
there’s no cabling visible as we 
were able to use natural voids 
and other aspects to conceal it. 
The new screens are hung on 
poles that hide a lot of cabling 
for the AV and lighting.
“We enjoy challenges like this 
and certainly this project was 
probably one of the toughest 
we have faced. But we have a lot 
of experience in church projects 
and we were able to find the 
right solutions.”

Modernising this Grade 
B+ Listed church 
building offered a series 

of challenges, but none that the 
experienced team at Hunter 
Electrics Ltd couldn’t overcome.
The main aspects of the project 
for Hunter Electrics involved the 
specialist lighting that included 
window lighting and scene 
setting, as well as the new AV 
system. The company was also 
responsible for the general 
power, fire and intruder alarm 
and data and wifi systems.
John Campbell, Foreman for 
the project, explained, “It is a 
beautiful building and we wanted 
to retain that history while 

IMAGINATIVE SOLUTIONS FROM THE 
EXPERIENCED TEAM AT HUNTER ELECTRICS…

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Glassmarque, 13 Hill Street, 
Dunmurry, Belfast, BT17 0AD
T: 028 9030 1946
W: www.glassmarque.com  

with excellent heat and sound 
insulation. 
Both screens were constructed 
using self-supporting structural 
glass - 12mm toughened heat-
soaked glass supported by 
19mm toughened glass support 
fins. The glass was connected 
using brushed stainless steel 
finely engineered support 
brackets. 
The work carried out by 
Glassmarque on this project 
highlighted the company’s ability 
to provide a modern solution 
within a traditional setting, with 
the company’s attention-to-detail 
again to the fore.

Glassmarque designed and 
installed the frameless 
glass screens and doors 

for this project to provide heat 
and sound insulation whilst 
retaining visibility. 
The main entrance includes a 
set of frameless double doors 
set into a screen. This proved 
challenging as the glass had to 
follow the intricately shaped 
original roof beams. 
The large transept screen, 
also inset with double doors, 
is approximately 8m high x 
7m wide and divides off the 
transept from the main church 
to create a multi-purpose room 

AS SPECIALISTS IN COMMERCIAL AND 
RESIDENTIAL GLAZING, HERITAGE WINDOW AND 
STAINED GLASS RESTORATION, GLASSMARQUE 
DELIVERS HIGH STANDARDS…

FRAMELESS GLASS SCREENS AND DOORS
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Keystone and Keylite 
Cookstown hosted local 
building supplier JP Corry 

for a charity football match at 
the Mid Ulster Sports Arena in 
Cookstown on Friday, January 
26.  
It was a competitive game and, 
in the end, charity was the real 
winner. The match formed part 
of the wider Keyfit initiative by 

the Keystone Group, which will 
raise funds throughout the year 
for their nominated charity for 
2018 - Marie Curie.   
Last year the Keyfit initiative 
raised £4,500 in aid of 
local charities Inspire and 
Polymircogyria Family Support 
and this year the Marie Curie is 
set to benefit from a range of 
events such as this.

CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH BETWEEN KEYSTONE 
AND KEYLITE COOKSTOWN AND JP CORRY RAISES 
MONEY FOR CANCER CHARITY…

Keyfit initiative scores 
for Marie Curie

The two teams with the Keylite Polar Windows Bear.

The JP Corry team. The Keystone and Keylite team.
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EASY ACCESS ROOFING GUIDANCE FOR 
HOUSEBUILDERS

VELUX® LAUNCHES MYDAYLIGHT 

WIENERBERGER EXPANDS ITS RANGE WITH THE NEW KASSEI KTF CLAY PAVER

NEW DESIGN EDITION LIFT-AND-SLIDE DOOR FROM SCHUECO OFFERS 
CLEAREST VIEW

n Wienerberger, the UK’s 
leading provider of wall, roof 
and landscaping solutions, has 
further increased its product 
offering with the launch of a 
new Kassei KTF clay paver.
The launch of the new product 
will help Wienerberger to 
meet the rising demand for 
versatile clay pavers in the UK, 
as well as provide a cost-effective natural paving solution
Measuring at 150 x 150 x 65mm, the Kassei KTF clay paver can be laid on both a 
rigid and flexible bed allowing for a versatile build whatever the scheme design.
With the appearance of natural stone, the new clay paver is available in four 
different colours, including Astra, Caron, Lotis and Orion, all of which are 
available in a tumbled design for a more traditional aesthetic or an un-tumbled 
design for a smoother, more uniformed appearance.
Furthermore, the Kassei blend is a combination of all four colours and is 
available in the tumbled format.
Jo Roberts, Landscape Category Product Manager, commented, “The launch of 
the Kassei clay paver not only looks great, but also offers a versatile and cost-
effective paving solution, suitable for a wide range of landscaping projects.”
For further information visit www.wienerberger.co.uk or follow 
Wienerberger on Twitter.

n Leading 
sustainable building 
envelope specialist, 
Schueco UK, has just 
introduced the ASS 
70.HI DE, a new, 
even more versatile 
version of the top-
of-the-range, lift-
and-slide door that 
Schueco originally 
introduced into the 
UK in 2010.
This new Schueco 
system retains the 
basic profile depth of 70mm but offers an ultra-slimline configuration with 
central meeting stiles that measure just 48mm. The result is that the fully glazed 
doors deliver the clearest possible views with minimal visual interruptions, whilst 
still maintaining the maximum door height of 3m. 
Other improvements include vent weights of up to 300kg (and a special design 
up to 400kg) with a maximum glass thickness of 48mm. A new, easy-access 
threshold of just 25mm means that the danger of tripping is all but eliminated.
For further information on the Schueco ASS 70.HI DE sliding door, e-mail 
mkinfobox@schueco.com

n Housebuilders will benefit from 
roofing guidance and free technical 
advice and downloads with the launch 
of a new and improved website from 
the trussed rafter industry.
The Trussed Rafter Association (TRA) 
has revamped its website for 2018 
with simpler navigation making it 
easy to enquire about products and 
services and access downloadable 
guidance for the delivery, installation 
and design of trussed rafters, 
spandrel panels and metal web joists.
TThe new website can be found at 
www.tra.org.uk

n MyDaylight is a powerful new 
app by VELUX that enables home-
owners to design their own room or 
renovation project by easily selecting 
parameters such as floor dimensions, 
roof height and ceiling pitch. 
They can then customise further 
by adding windows, floor and 
wall finishes, the room’s location, 
and more. After approximately 
ten minutes, they receive a digital 
simulation which can be viewed in 
360O or virtual reality. 
The MyDaylight app is free of and 
available on Apple and Android 
devices.






