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 CITB NI is working with employers, 
stakeholders and Government to 
promote career opportunities, generate 
awareness and review apprenticeship 
training standards in order to support 
the workforce of the local construction 
industry.
CITB NI is calling from input from 
employers across the construction sector 
to ensure that future skills in the industry 
are met.
CITB NI is working with the Federation 
of Master Builders, Construction 
Employers Federation and other 
employer groups to help dispel the 
myths about construction and to 
encourage young people to consider it 
as a career option. 
In order to ensure these standards meet 
the needs of industry, CITB NI needs 
input from employers on the demand 
for the apprenticeship framework and 
have designed a short survey on nine 
occupation areas. 
It is important to get industry views to 
help shape the way apprentices will be 
trained and qualified in the future.
Log on to https://bit.ly/2t82ocD and 
find the occupational area that you 
are involved in and help CITB NI with 
the survey.

  McAleer & Rushe has been 
awarded the prize for ‘International 
Project of the Year’ at the Irish 
Construction Industry Awards for 
Global Student Accommodation’s 
1000-bed Catherine House scheme in 
Portsmouth.
McAleer & Rushe was engaged as 
the design and build contractor 
by the global leader in student 
accommodation to develop the 
scheme through the entire evolution 
process. The project, which was 
worth £50m, completely transformed 
and extended the existing derelict 
1970’s landmark office building, 
Zurich House, on Stanhope Road. The 

original structure was given a state-
of-the-art refurbishment providing 
a 405-bed student accommodation 
along with the design and 
construction of an 11-storey new 
build extension delivering enough 
space for an additional 595 beds. 
Dominic Trainor, McAleer & Rushe 
Contracts Director, said, “It is a great 
honour to be recognised by our peers 
for this project, which further cements 
our position as leading contractors in 
the student accommodation sector. I 
want to pay tribute to our team’s hard 
work and commitment and thank our 
client, GSA, for entrusting us with the 
scheme. 

challenges facing builders in 
relation to thermal performance 
and sustainability. A fabric first 
solution is preferable to builders, 
particularly something that is easily 
installed and maintenance-free and 
can allow them to meet regulations 
in a cost efficient way.  The use of 
Hi-therm+ with its low psi value will 
often negate the need for bolt on 
renewables saving money on the 
overall build. ”
For more information telephone 
028 8676 2184 or visit 
keystonelintels.com

  Keystone’s Hi-therm+ Lintel has 
won ‘Construction Product of the 
Year’ at the 2018 Irish Construction 
Industry Awards.
The Hi-therm+ lintel offers a low cost 
solution to reduced carbon emissions 
and is up to five times more thermally 
efficient than a standard steel lintel. 
Keystone has re-engineered its 
original Hi-therm lintel utilising its 
industry leading ‘top hat’ design to 
offer even greater practicality.
Kris Willis, Keystone’s National 
Sales Manager for Ireland, said, 
“At Keystone, we recognise the 

CITB NI SEEKS 
EMPLOYER VIEWS

HI-THERM+ WINS CONSTRUCTION PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

McALEER & RUSHE WINS INTERNATIONAL PROJECT AWARD

Leo Harmon, JC & Director, Harmon Project Advise, presents the Construction Product of the Year award 
to Kris Willis and Stephen Quinn, Keystone Lintels.

Catherine House, Portsmouth by McAleer & Rushe has 
been named as the International Project of the Year.

For more information on McAleer & Ruse, 
visit www.mcaleer-rushe.co.uk 
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  High-end fit-out specialist, 
Portview, has been recognised as one 
of the top contractors in the world by 
winning Contractor of the Year at the 
annual Global RLI Awards.
Held at the Natural History Museum 
in London in May, Portview won 
the award in recognition of the 
company’s expertise, exceptional 
projects and high levels of repeat 
business from the world’s leading 
brands – beating strong competition 
from across the globe.
Portview was also highly commended 
on the fit-out of Harvey Nichols’ 
flagship store in Knightsbridge for the 
Interior Excellence category. 
Simon Campbell, Managing Director 
of Portview, said, “This is the 
second time we’ve won the Global 
RLI Contractor of the Year award, 
which is a huge achievement not 
only because it puts us on the world 
stage amongst the industry elite, 
but it also recognises the talent of 
our dedicated, responsive teams 
who consistently deliver top quality 
projects for our clients time and time 
again.
“Given the calibre of the competition, 
winning the Contractor of the Year 
category proves we can compete 
at the highest possible level and be 
confident in our ability to achieve 
great things.”
For more information on Portview, 
telephone 028 9064 4765 or visit 
www.portview.co.uk 

  White Ink Architects has 
announced the promotion 
of Martin Ellis and Sarah 
McGonigle to Associate, 
in recognition of their 
professional accomplishments 
and significant contributions 
they have made to the 
success of the company. The 
new structure will give the 
Associates greater involvement 

in the management and strategic development of the practice.
Claude Maguire, Director of White Ink Architects, said, “We focus heavily on 
continual learning and development and give people responsibility at an early 
stage of their career to inspire self, value, job satisfaction, encourage loyalty and 
promote ‘ownership’. The structures we have in place for staff development are 
unparalleled for a practice of our size, the results are evident in the scale of work 
that our clients trust us to deliver ,  currently ranging from £1.9m to £57m.”  
For more information on White Ink Architects, telephone 028 9031 9526 or 
visit www.whiteink.co.uk 

works and preparation of areas for the 
new retail fit-out and is on schedule. 
Upcoming works will include additional 
food and beverage outlets, new and 
enlarged toilet facilities in departures, 
as well as more seating areas.
Announced earlier this year, the entire 
works will be contained within the 
current terminal building and will be 
completed by October 2018.
For more information on 
H&J Martin Fit Out, telephone 
028 9045 5531.

  H&J Martin Fit Out has started work 
on a £15million upgrade project to 
improve the passenger experience at 
George Best Belfast City Airport. 
The major infrastructure investment 
includes an upgrade of the airport’s 
departure lounge, incorporating its 
retail, food and beverage offering. 
This element of the works is being 
delivered by leading construction 
company H&J Martin Fit Out, with 
work underway on the first phase of 
the project which involves demolition 

PORTVIEW NAMED 
CONTRACTOR OF 
THE YEAR AT GLOBAL 
AWARDS

WORK BEGINS ON £15 MILLION UPGRADE AT 
BELFAST CITY AIRPORT 

NEW ASSOCIATES AT WHITE INK ARCHITECTS

Pictured are Sean Tunney, Director; Sarah McGonigle, New 
Associate; Martin Ellis, New Associate; Joan McCoy, Director; 
Claude Maguire, Director; and Áine Glackin, Associate.



Whether CB Contracts are fitting 
a replica floor in the historic SS 
Nomadic docked at the Titanic or 
completing a 1,000-unit student 
accommodation in Portsmouth, 
their ethos is always the same, 
‘right first time, every time’. This 
is why CB Contracts are one of 
the leading painting, hygienic 
finishes and flooring contractors 
in the UK and Ireland.
With over 30 years’ experience in 
the industry of soft flooring and 
painting, they are at the fore front 
of innovation in customer service 
and have recently opened a new 
sample room in their Belfast 
offices which showcases vinyl, 
rubber, linoleum and wooden 
flooring options alongside 
carpets, hygienic finishes and 
paints. The purpose of this room 
is for the company to bring 
together suppliers, end users 
and specifiers to discuss projects 
and schemes.

For further information on the services 
CB Contracts provide, please contact them on 
028 90732926 or at info@cbcontracts.com.

RIGHT FIRST TIME, EVERY TIME.
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Federation of Master Builders, Unit 10, Kilbegs Business Centre, Plasketts Close, Antrim, BT41 4LY
Tel: 028 9446 0416 - e-mail reception@fmb.org.uk
www.fmb.org.uk - www.findabuilder.co.uk

important than the economic benefits 
that would come from increasing quality 
and professionalism in the industry 
are the safety benefits. The Grenfell 
Tower tragedy reminded us of the 
price paid when things go wrong in the 
construction industry. 
“Grenfell raised serious questions about 
standards, regulation and compliance 
within the construction sector and 
we want to start a wider conversation 
about how we can drive up quality and 
professionalism in construction. 
“As well as calling on the Government 
to introduce a licensing scheme for 
builders, the FMB’s new Agenda calls 
for mandatory warranties for building 
projects that require building control 
sign-off to protect consumers further. 
The FMB would also like to work with 
industry to develop a ‘general builder’ 
qualification which would seek to 
recognise the highest standards of 
professionalism in the industry.”

Almost 80% of builders are 
calling for more regulation in 
the construction industry to 

end the tyranny of cowboy builders, 
according to the Federation of Master 
Builders (FMB).
The FMB is calling on the Government 
to introduce a licensing scheme in 
construction as part of its new Agenda 
‘Raising the bar: A post-Grenfell 
agenda for quality and professionalism 
in construction’.
Gavin McGuire, Director, FMB 
Northern Ireland, said, “Until we 
introduce a licensing scheme in 
construction, cowboy builders will 
continue to run rampant in our 
industry. Licensing would ensure a 
minimum level of competence and 
professionalism and give consumers 
greater assurance when hiring a 
builder. 
“Unlike in the US and Germany, anyone 
can be a builder in the UK. What 

this means is that we have allowed a 
significant minority of cowboy builders 
to give the whole construction industry 
a bad name.
“Our latest research shows that 
almost 80% of our members are so 
fed up with rogue builders tarnishing 
their reputation, they are in favour of 
introducing a licencing scheme. Our 
research among consumers also shows 
that one third of home-owners in the 
UK are so anxious about hiring a dodgy 
builder that they don’t commission any 
building work whatsoever. 
“What’s more, the average home-
owner would spend around £40,000 
on major home improvement projects 
over the next five years if they could 
be guaranteed a positive experience 
with their builder. It’s time to release 
this pent up demand for building work 
through a licensing scheme consumers 
can trust.”
Gavin concluded, “Even more 

LATEST RESEARCH FROM THE FMB SHOWS 80% OF BUILDERS 
SUPPORT A FORMAL SCHEME THAT WOULD CRUSH THE COWBOYS…

Call for licensing scheme for builders

FMB NI CONTINUES TO GIVE MEMBERS THE EDGE AND NORTHERN BUILDER BRINGS YOU 
SOME OF THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS FROM THE ORGANISATION...
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COMPANY NEWS

Hood McGowan Kirk LLP (HMK), M&D House, 56 Newforge Lane, Belfast, BT9 5NW
T: 028 9066 7932 – E: info@hmkni.com
www.hmkni.com

THE IMPRESSIVE PREMISES AT NEWFORGE LANE SHOWCASE THE FORWARD-THINKING 
APPROACH BY THIS AWARD-WINNING CONSULTANCY…

HMK opens new offices
Hood McGowan Kirk LLP 

(HMK) has highlighted 
the company’s forward-

thinking approach by opening 
new offices at Newforge Lane in 
Belfast.
The leading construction 
cost consultancy provides 
quantity surveying and project 
management services to clients 
throughout the UK and the 
Republic of Ireland and moved 
from its former base at Boucher 
Road to these custom-designed, 
first-floor offices.
The company moved into the 
new premises in March and 
HMK is already celebrating 
success, as its impressive £5m 
reconfiguration of Colby House 
for the Northern Ireland Statistics 
and Research Agency (NISRA) 
was named as the winner of the 
Commercial Project of the Year 
at the RICS Northern Ireland 
Awards. HMK was both the 
project manager and quantity 
surveyor on the Colby House 
project and this success marks 
the second year in a row that 
HMK has won an RICS NI Award.

“It has been a busy few months but we 
are delighted to be firmly settled in our 
new offices and to be celebrating our 
RICS Award success,” explained Ciara 
Maitland, Partner at HMK. “We take 
pride in every project we work on and 
we feel that our new premises reflect our 
professional approach.”
The offices at M&D House were 
completely refurbished and reconfigured 
to create a space that specifically meets 

HMK’s requirements. 
The company worked 
closely with Gregory 
Architects on the design, 
with Felix O’Hare the 
main contractor on 
the project. HMK also 
worked closely with 
Office Works NI on the 
new furniture in the open 
plan offices.
“It was a different feeling 
being the client for a 

change, but we worked with a superb 
team to make sure we could meet our 
objectives,” added Ciara, who, alongside 
Andrew Maxwell, was appointed as a 
Partner last year, joining current partner 
Michael Jordan.
While HMK was established in 1959, the 
consultancy very much has a forward-
thinking approach that is combined with 
traditional values.
Significant investment has been made in 
the practice during the last 12 months, 
with the appointment of the two new 
partners and the office move coinciding 
with the introduction of BIM capabilities 
across all staff alongside a full IT upgrade. 
A new website will be launched in the 
near future, with other developments in 
the pipeline over the next year.
“It is an exciting time for HMK,” added 
Ciara. “We are proud of our reputation 
for reliability and as we approach our 60th 
anniversary in business, our focus is on 
maintaining that.”

READ 
ABOUT 
HMK’S 

SUCCESS 
AT THE 

RICS 
AWARDS 
ON PAGE 

34
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CGDM Construction is celebrating 
two recent milestones, with the 
company’s founder and Managing 

Director, Cathal Grant, picking up a major 
industry award quickly followed by the 
announcement plans for a new office.
The Newry-based construction firm is 
investing over half a million pounds in 
the construction of new office premises 
at Carnbane Business Park and is 
creating 10 new jobs, with the support 
of Invest Northern Ireland. Invest NI has 
offered the company £74,000 of support 
towards the creation of the new jobs and 
marketing activities, while construction of 
the new offices is set to begin shortly.
The announcement followed on from 
Cathal being named as Business Person 
of the Year at the 10th annual Aer Lingus 
TakeOff Foundation Business Awards. 
Established in 2008, CGDM Construction 
is an award-winning company delivering 

excellence in construction and professional 
fit-out solutions. Operating across Ireland 
and the UK in many sectors, the company 
has a trusted and confident team who 
consistently provide exceptional levels of 
service that combine quality and value. 
Under Cathal’s leadership, the Newry-
based company, which was also a finalist in 
the Best SME category, has grown rapidly 
by securing high value contracts in the 
commercial, retail, banking, health, leisure 
and hospitality sectors throughout the UK 
and Ireland. The company employs 21 staff 
and 60 sub-contractors and, to facilitate 
the company’s business expansion and 
grow its market share in Ireland and Great 
Britain, Cathal established offices in Dublin 
in 2015 and most recently in London in 
2017. 
For more information on CGDM 
Construction, telephone 028 302 50844 
or visit www.cgdm.eu 

PLANS FOR NEW OFFICES UNVEILED WHILE CATHAL GRANT IS NAMED BUSINESS PERSON 
OF THE YEAR…

CGDM Construction sets sights on a bright future

Business Person of the Year Award winner, 
Cathal Grant, Founder and Managing Director 
of CGDM Construction Ltd.
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BUILD ELECTRICAL PLUMBING EXPO
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at…WED 12 SEPT: 4PM - 9PM

THURS 13 SEPT: 9:30AM - 4PM

TITANIC EXHIBITION CENTRE, BELFAST

A brand new trade exhibition, showcasing the latest 
products and services for the construction sector

ONLINE
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SEMINARS

MEET & NETWORK

WORLD-CLASS BRANDS
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INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS
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EXCLUSIVE SHOW DEALS
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You can register now for free entry 
to BUILDEX Belfast - a brand new, 
trade-only exhibition showcasing 

the latest products and time-saving 
services to building contractors and 
building professionals.
Taking place at Titanic Exhibition 
Centre on September 12-13, 2018, 
BUILDEX is the perfect place for you to 
learn more from the industry about the 
latest products for the residential and 
commercial sectors.
Offering innovation, inspiration and 
insight into the construction sector, this 
exhibition is for anyone involved in the 
design and construction of the built 
environment, showcasing products and 
services including: 

•	 Building materials
•	 Brick, stone and aggregates
•	 Concrete and cement
•	 Construction accessories

•	 Floors, flooring and resins
•	 Insulation
•	 Landscaping products
•	 Plaster and renders
•	 Precast
•	 Sealants and snag eliminators
•	 Surface repairs
•	 Timber
•	 Training 

Promising to be the biggest event in 
years, BUILDEX will also include three 
specialist hubs – Tool Hub, Fit-Out Hub 
and Seminar Hub – and is an integral part 
of BEPEX, which offers three trade events 
under one roof. 

BEPEX

REGISTER NOW FOR 
BUILDEX BELFAST

A FEW STANDS 
REMAINING

For more information contact Karen Jess  
E: karenj@kmpltd.co.uk
T: 028 9261 2990  
or visit www.bepex.co.uk

What’s on show…
• BUILDEX
A full range of exhibitors 
showcasing the latest products 
for building contractors and 
construction professionals.

• TOOL HUB
Get hands on with the latest 
tools on the market. Tool Hub 
will also showcase the latest 
workwear and PPE.

• FIT-OUT HUB
This dedicated zone focuses 
on the specialist fit-out sector, 
with market-leading products 
and services for commercial 
and workspace solutions.

• SEMINAR HUB
An opportunity to learn from 
industry experts who will 
provide an insight into the 
latest industry topics.

• ELECTEX AND 
PLUMBEX
As part of BEPEX, this 
event will also include the 
ELECTEX and PLUMBEX trade 
exhibitors, which are aimed at 
the electrical and plumbing, 
heating and mechanical 
sectors. 

TO REGISTER 
FOR BUILDEX 
VISIT WWW.BEPEX.CO.UK

REGISTER NOW
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while other winning buildings 
included the transformative 
Junction Community Peace 
Building in Dungannon by Hall 
Black Douglas, the sensitive 
overhaul of the Main Site Tower 
at Queen’s University Belfast 
by TODD Architects and a fine 
example of restoration by RMI 
Architects at the Weaving Works, 
Belfast.
Ciarán Fox, RSUA Director, said, 
“The RSUA Design Awards’ 
primary purpose is to promote 
excellence in the design of our 
built environment with the view 
to making Northern Ireland a 
better place for everyone. Our 
buildings have an enormous 
impact on how we live, and 
this year’s awards demonstrate 
wonderfully how good design 
can improve learning, health, 
community relations and 
economic development. We 
also see architects rising to the 

d-on architects claimed a 
hat-trick of prizes at the 
RSUA Design Awards 

2018 recently, including the Liam 
McCormick Prize for Northern 
Ireland’s Building of the Year 
for the company’s work on St. 
Bronagh’s Primary School in 
Rostrevor.
The school joins an illustrious 
list of buildings along with the 
Giant’s Causeway Visitors’ Centre 
and the Lyric Theatre which have 
previously won the prestigious 
award named after one of 
Ireland’s greatest 20th century 
architects. The building was also 
awarded the RSUA Sustainability 
Award and d-on’s Paul McMahon 
was named Project Architect of 
the Year.
The Royal Society of Ulster 
Architects (RSUA) selected the 
County Down Barn by Micah T 
Jones, located near Ballygowan, 
as this year’s House of the Year, 

ST BRONAGH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
IS NAMED NORTHERN IRELAND’S 
BUILDING OF THE YEAR AT 
PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS CEREMONY…

RSUA AWARDS

d-on architects 
win the Liam 
McCormick Prize

St Bronagh’s PS by d-on architects has been named as Northern Ireland’s Building of the Year and winner of the Liam McCormick Prize.
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challenges of catering for an ageing 
population.”
“Increasingly, clients in Northern 
Ireland are seeking out ways to 
improve design quality. There is a 
growing awareness that by investing 
a bit more upfront the client benefits 
significantly over the course of the 
project but even more so over the life 
of the building. Most Public Sector 
clients don’t want to skimp on design. 
They are keen to find ways to avoid a 

race to the bottom on fees, and we are 
working closely with them on how best 
to achieve that.
“The greatest threat facing Northern 
Ireland’s built environment now is 
the absence of devolved government 
for over a year. The lack of Ministers 
to make decisions on which new 
construction projects to progress to 
design stage is quickly reaching a 
crisis point. Not only will badly needed 
investment be delayed but many jobs 

in the construction industry could also 
be at risk.”
The RSUA Design Awards ceremony 
took place at the Whitla Hall, Belfast. 
The building was designed by local 
architect John McGeagh along with 
Edward Maufe of London and won a 
RIBA Architecture Medal in 1950. 
For more information on RSUA, 
telephone 028 9032 3760, 
e-mail info@rsua.org.uk or visit 
www.rsua.org.uk

WINNERS ON NEXT PAGE g

RSUA AWARDS

St Bronagh’s PS by d-on architects.

Pictured at the RSUA Design Awards are (from left) Nial O Neill (Director at d-on Archi-
tects) with John Gallagher (Principal St Bronagh’s Primary School, Winner Liam McCor-
mick Prize) alongside Paul Crow (RSUA Immediate Past President) and Paul McMahon 
(Project Architect at d-on Architects, Winner Project Architect of the Year).

Northern Ireland’s House of the Year is the County Down Barn, Ballygowan, by Micah T Jones Architects.

Sponsors...
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can be approached and accessed 
from a variety of directions, and has 
connectivity with a variety of cycling 
and pedestrian routes.”

RMI Architects for The Weaving 
Works, Belfast 
 • Conservation Award
About: The redevelopment of a former 
linen warehouse into offices.
Judges said: “This project shows how 
the restoration and adaptation of old 
building stock can achieve continuing, 
and appropriate, new use whilst 
enhancing the essential character of an 
historical inner city area.”

  DESIGN AWARD   
  WINNERS

TODD Architects for Main Site 
Tower and Peter Froggatt Centre, 
QUB, Belfast
About: An overhaul of two university 
buildings from the 1960s. 
Judges said: “This design stood out 
for its careful consideration of how 
it would integrate with the historic 
nature of the site.”

Isherwood + Ellis for Castle Tower 
School, Ballymena
About: A school to deliver a full 

for the elderly set around a cloistered 
courtyard.
Judges said: “The extension is 
planned with dementia care to the 
fore. It draws on lessons learnt by 
both the client and architect at the 
Dementia Services Development 
Centre at Stirling University and 
creates a model to be replicated.”

Todd Architects with Hall Black 
Douglas for Omagh Hospital & 
Primary Care Complex
• Integration of Art Award
About: A new model of healthcare 
provision in Northern Ireland. 
Judges said: “Despite this project not 
being covered by the new Percent 
for Art policy there was a clear 
commitment to integrate art through 
the appointment of a dedicated 
engagement officer.”

Hall Black Douglas for The Junction 
- Community Peace Building, 
Dungannon
• Client of the Year
• Living Places Award
About: A community facility 
commissioned by the South Tyrone 
Empowerment Programme (STEP) for 
the people of Dungannon.
Judges said: “The permeability 
of the building is evident, and it 

RSUA AWARDS

Insight into RSUA Design Awards 2018
d-on architects for St. Bronagh’s 
Primary School, Rostrevor
• Liam McCormick Prize – Northern  
 Ireland’s Building of the Year
• Project Architect of the Year
• Sustainability Award
About: A new six-classroom school on 
a tight site set in a dramatic landscape.
Judges said: “One is aware of an 
immediate sense of calmness, light 
and airiness on entering the building - 
doubtless counter-balancing the noisy 
pupils!”

Micah T Jones Architects for County 
Down Barn, Ballygowan 
• Northern Ireland’s House 
 of the Year
• Small Project of the Year 
 (less than £500k)
About: This home, built on the 
footprint of a dilapidated agricultural 
shed, is the first cross laminated timber 
house in Northern Ireland.
Judges said: “This project highlights 
that it does not take a big budget to 
produce a special house.”

McGurk Architects for Corriewood 
Private Clinic Care Home, 
Castlewellan
• Residential Development 
 of the Year
About: A residential development 
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RSUA AWARDS

proved a very constraining 
brief.”

McGarry Moon for 
Fallahogey Studio, Kilrea 
About: A new studio for 
McGarry Moon architects 
built in the garden of their 
own home.
Judges said: “This is a 
precisely crafted, confident 
and delightful building 
which provides a series 
of beautiful spaces for its 
users, engages with its 
site and local context, and 
which clearly demonstrates 
the ‘can-do’ attitude, 
enthusiasm and evident skill 
of its architects.”

Keppie Design with 
Hoskins Architects for 
Ballymena Health and Care 
Centre
About: A public health 
building providing a 
wide range of primary, 
intermediary, diagnostic and 
community health facilities.
Judges said: “The new 
building contributes 
positively to the town and 
immediate environs. It 
provides a collection of 
bright internal spaces and 
rooms which are well used 
and enjoyed by the local 
community.”

READ ABOUT THE RSUA 
BUILDING INSPIRATION 
LECURE ON PAGE ??

The RSUA has elected 
Joan McCoy as its new 
President to spearhead 
the organisation’s 
efforts to transform 
architecture in Northern 
Ireland.  
Joan McCoy, a 
Founding Director of 
award-winning White 
Ink Architects, based 
in Belfast, said, “I am 
delighted to take on 
this leadership role on 
behalf of architects 
– and architecture – 
across Northern Ireland. 
Architects are not just 
designers, they are 
place makers, shaping 
our homes, workplaces 
and daily lives. The 
service they offer 
improves every project, 
large or small.
“I wish to pay tribute to 
my predecessor, Paul 
Crowe - it is thanks to 
him the Society is in 
such a strong position 
today. His hard work 
and good judgement 
have increased the 
profile and stature of 
the Society and I am 
grateful to him.”

modest in size and budget, 
which was designed with 
down-sizing in mind.
Judges said: “This project 
is proud to be different. It 
falls in that space between 
city centre and suburbs and 
tackles the challenge of 
evolving accommodation 
needs over our lifetimes.”

BGA Architects Ltd for 
Maison Wedge, Killinchy
About: A private house 
where the brief was to 
design a sculptural object 
for living that would visually 
connect the house to its 
elevated site and present 
various views of Strangford 
Lough.
Judges said: “This design 
dispenses with the standard 
approach to the house in 
the countryside and instead 
models parabolic roof 
forms that echo the rolling 
landscape of County Down.”

ARdMackel Architects for 
Sportlann, Belfast
About: A sports building 
for Coláiste Feirste, 
Belfast’s first Irish language 
secondary school.
Judges said: “Built to a 
tight budget and complying 
with Department of 
Education spatial standards 
this building demonstrates 
what can be achieved when 
creative thinking is applied 
to what might easily have 

RSUA appoints 
new President

educational provision for 
its 300 pupils, with a range 
of moderate to complex 
educational needs, across 
the entire age spectrum 
(3-19 years).
Judges said: “This project 
is the successful resolution 
of the very challenging 
brief. The inspiring 
outcome was achieved 
through careful planning, 
client commitment and a 
belief by all stakeholders 
in the value of their school 
pupils and the contribution 
architecture can make to 
their development.”

Kennedy FitzGerald 
Architects LLP for Newry 
Leisure Centre Phase 2, 
Newry
About: The delivery of two 
large sports halls, a café 
and a range of dry-sports 
facilities was the second 
phase of a wider project by 
Newry, Mourne and Down 
District Council.
Judges said: “The 
vigorous modelling of 
what could have been a 
bland functional block 
gives this building great 
civic presence, sending 
out a clear message of the 
importance of health and 
fitness in our lives.”

FAMILY architects design 
makers for No 37 Belfast
About: This is a dwelling, 

New RSUA President, Joan 
McCoy, is congratulated by her 
predecessor, Paul Crowe.



18 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE www.northernbuilder.co.ukFOLLOW US ON:

CONSTRUCTION PROFESSIONALS EVENT

Professor John Cole, the 
Founding Member of the 
Construction Professionals’ 

Council for Northern Ireland (CPCNI) 
and a member of the RIBA’s expert 
advisory group on the Grenfell Tower 
inquiry, has said that the focus on 
modern procurement appears to be 
“the relentless pursuit of least cost, 
least time and least risk with quality 
frequently being compromised”. 
He was speaking at a recent event 
at Parliament Buildings Stormont 
hosted by CPCNI for its constituent 
members. CPCNI comprises 17 of 
the professional bodies within the 
construction industry here with a 
collective membership-base of 9,000 
professionals.
Professor Cole referred to reports 
from two independent inquiries in 
Scotland which he has chaired. He 
said the failings at a major leisure 

centre complex built by Dumfries and 
Galloway Council and inquiry into 
the closure of 17 Edinburgh schools 
had uncovered practises within the 
industry leading to the breaking of 
the ‘golden thread’ of involvement 
between the designer and the 
implementation on site meaning that 
integrity and potential safety of the 
original design concept were severely 
compromised.
Also speaking John Nolan, Chairman 
of the Construction Industry Council 
(UK) said that Brexit represented “an 
opportunity for consideration of a 
new tendering process outside of the 
European Union”. Des Armstrong 
Head of the Central Procurement 
Directorate for Northern Ireland 
(CPD) also spoke at the event.
In his concluding remarks, Chairman 
of CPCNI, Martin Hare, reinforced the 
need for the professions to speak as 

one voice with Government now and 
harness, by consensus, the combined 
expertise to assist decision makers in 
shaping future procurement policy.
“As Northern Ireland emerges from the 
recession and faces new challenges, 
we have witnessed some very startling 
reminders of how precarious our 
industry has become,” he said. “It is 
possibly the most opportune time to 
review and take stock of the current 
position, so we might devise an 
improved model of procurement. 
“To this end, CPCNI’s priorities will 
be to develop a plan to reverse the 
current skills deficit, deliver relevant 
professional development and 
promote the value of construction 
professionals.”         
For more information on the CPCNI, 
contact Honorary Secretary, Colin 
McCarthy, on 028 9024 9330 or 
e-mail honsec@cpcni.com

BREXIT IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO CHANGE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY FOR THE BETTER, 
SAYS PROFESSIONALS’ COUNCIL FOR NORTHERN IRELAND…

Procurement and tenders the 
focus of CPCNI event

Pictured (from left) are John Nolan, Chairman of the 
Construction Industry Council (UK); Des Armstrong Head 
of the Central Procurement Directorate for Northern 
Ireland; Professor John Cole, Founding Member of the 
CPCNI, and Martin Hare, Chairman of the Construction 
Professionals’ Council for Northern Ireland.

The Construction Professionals’ Council committee 
members, Sean Maguire and Colin McCarthy with Gordon 
Dunne MLA who hosted the event, along with Harry 
Johnston, also a committee member.

Martin Hare, Chairman CPCNI; Jonathan Grimshaw 
Chartered Institute of Building Services Engineers; Robert 
Eadie Chairman Engineers Ireland Northern Region and 
Gordon Dunne MLA.

Shirley McDonald, Associate Membership Director, 
Engineers Ireland; Robert Eadie, Chairman, 
Engineers Ireland; and Denise McMahon, Secretary 
Engineers Ireland.

Susan Mason RICS; Carol McTaggart, Clanmil Housing; 
and Niall Sheridan, Choice Housing.

Tom Lavery, Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon 
Council; Gavin Maguire, Federation of Master Builders; 
Fiona Patterson, McAdam Design; and John Murray, APS.
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Security • Service • Support

SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT BOOSTS THE SPECIALISTS IN THE SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, 
COMMISSIONING AND MAINTENANCE OF ACCESS AND LOADING…

BES

New look for BES
•	Distribution
•	Manufacturing
•	Aerospace
•	Building	materials
•	Motor
•	Food
•	Government

The business was acquired in May 
2017 by Alastair Dawson, and the new 
Managing Director has been keen 
to build on the strong foundations 
already in place. While the outward 
changes are reflected in new branding, 
behind the scenes a significant amount 
of investment and modernisation has 
been carried out.

There has been more to the 
relaunch of BES than just a 
fresh new look for the access 

and loading specialists.
The company has been successfully 
operating for over 30 years installing, 
commissioning and maintaining 
industrial doors, loading bay 
equipment and vehicle barriers, 
with a dedicated team of 20 staff 
providing expert knowledge and 
skills to successfully deliver projects 
to a diverse range of clients across 
multiple sectors. These include: 

•	Commercial
•	Agriculture



www.northernbuilder.co.uk NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE  | 21FOLLOW US ON:

BES, Unit 4, McKinney Industrial Estate, Mallusk, Newtownabbey, BT36 4PX
T: 028 9083 8030 – E: info@bessolutionsltd.com
www.bessolutionsltd.com 

BES

“The focus has been on updating the 
company and building on the strong 
business that was already in place,” 
commented Alastair. “We have 
invested right across the company, 
both in terms of equipment and, 
importantly, in our staff.
“Our new branding has been 
important and is central to our new 
fleet of vehicles, website and PPE, 
but we have also been updating our 
in-house systems, with investment 
in IT solutions and staff training 
and also gaining ISO9001, Safe-T-
Cert and Construction Line (Gold) 
accreditations.
“While the majority of our work is 
hidden at the back of buildings, we 
feel it is important that we place 
BES front and centre when it comes 
to offering our access and loading 
solutions.”
“We offer proven emergency response 
and maintenance services to customers 

across Northern Ireland and are trusted 
by many leading names in various 
sectors, such as healthcare, education 
and commercial,” explained Alastair. 
“We provide a two-hour response 
time for anywhere in Northern Ireland 
and our ability to effectively respond 
to maintenance and emergency 
requirements has helped us earn a 
reputation for high levels of reliability. 
In turn, this has helped us grow our 
new build installation services, with 
customers coming to us to benefit 
from our technical knowledge and 
dependability.
“Our in-house expertise allows 
us to provide a complete, quality 
service at every stage, from design, 
procurement and installation through 
to commissioning and subsequent 
ongoing maintenance. Utilising our 
industry knowledge, we will listen to 
your requirements and create a bespoke 
solution.”

BES supplies, installs, 
commissions and maintains 
industrial doors, vehicle 
barriers and loading bay 
equipment with products 
from leading manufacturers 
throughout UK and Europe, 
delivering an array of options 
to suit different requirements 
and budgets.

INDUSTRIAL DOORS
Ranging from single leaf steel 
personnel doors to 13m-wide 
industrial curtain doors, BES 
works on all types of industrial 
doors covering fast action 
spiral doors; sectional doors; 
folding doors; bi-folding 
doors; traditional roller shutter 
doors; steel personnel doors; 
turnstiles: high security doors; 
and automatic doors.

LOADING BAYS
BES can meet different loading 
bay requirements, taking into 
consideration factors such as 
differing lorry heights, lorry 
suspensions, ground gradient 
and load weights. Solutions 
include dock levellers; dock 
pads and bumpers; vehicle 
restraints; wheel guides; 
inflatable air dock shelters; 
collapsible dock shelters; wheel 
guides; and safety mirrors.

VEHICLE BARRIERS 
Providing solutions for 
industrial and commercial 
premises, staff car parks, 
shopping centres and public 
facilities. BES supply, install 
and maintain entrance/exit 
barriers; height restrictors; 
sliding and swing gates; speed 
bumps; road blockers; and 
bollards. 

SOLID SOLUTIONS
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“There has been a significant amount of 
investment in new systems and products.”

NEW BRANCHES IN ENNISKILLEN AND BELFAST ARE PART OF A STRATEGIC PLAN TO 
GROW THE COMPANY’S NETWORK ACROSS NORTHERN IRELAND…

MERCHANT NEWS

Haldane Fisher expands with two acquisitions
enhanced what we have to offer 
customers.”
David added, “Our plans for Key 
Hardware are at an early stage and 
will be unveiled in future. In terms of 
Robert Dickie and Sons, we are looking 
forward to taking this extremely 
well-run and well-known business in 
Enniskillen and surrounding district to 
the next level and offer both new and 
existing customers a wide range of 
products available, in stock, ready for 
when they need them.” 
Andrew Cully, Area Director for 
Haldane Fisher, will now oversee the 
new Enniskillen branch in addition to 

Haldane Fisher has expanded 
with two recent acquisitions 
and the opening of new 

Plumbmaster branches.
The independent builders’ merchant 
and timber specialist has opened a 
new branch in Enniskillen following the 
acquisition of well-respected County 
Fermanagh merchant, Robert Dickie 
and Sons Ltd, in March. This was 
followed by the announcement in June 
that the company has also acquired 
Key Hardware in Belfast.
Plumbmaster – Haldane Fisher’s 
plumbing and heating merchant brand 
– has also opened two new branches, 

with a trade counter opening in 
Enniskillen as part of the new-look 
Robert Dickie and Sons branch, and 
a standalone branch opening at 
Duncrue Industrial Estate in Belfast.
David Haldane, Managing Director of 
Haldane Fisher in Northern Ireland, 
said, “This is part of a long-term 
strategy that we have to grow 
Haldane Fisher and build on the 
success of our trusted name. The 
launch of Plumbmaster and, more 
recently, Bathline, have proved 
to be hugely successful and now 
the acquisitions of Key Hardware 
and Robert Dickie and Sons have 
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MERCHANT NEWS

his role covering the company’s 
two successful branches in 
Portadown. Brookeborough 
man, Paul Hanna, has joined 
Haldane Fisher from Heiton 
Buckley and is the new 
Enniskillen Branch Manager.
Andrew commented, “We are 
building on the success of a 
highly respected company and, 
by retaining the knowledgeable 
team at Robert Dickie and Sons 
and adding a talented Branch 
Manager in Paul, we have the 
ingredients to continue this. 
We have already increased an 
already impressive product 
range, added a new cutting 
service with the installation of 
a table saw, and reconfigured 
the branch to make it more 
accessible.”
New Branch Manager, Paul 

Hanna, recently completed a 
Level 3 Diploma in Leadership 
and Management at South 
West College and will combine 
these skills with nearly a decade 
of industry experience.
“I am excited to be joining 
Haldane Fisher,” he said. “The 
recent branch improvements 
have included the addition of 
Plumbmaster to the branch 
as well as a new Dulux 
Décor Centre. There has 
been a significant amount of 
investment in new systems and 
products but we also have a 
superb team in place and that 
will be key to how we develop.
“Our primary focus will remain 
on providing the best service 
possible to our customers and 
we look forward to working with 
them in future.”

Haldane Fisher, Shepherd’s Way, Carnbane, Newry, Co Down, BT35 6QQ. 
T: 028 3026 3201 - www.haldane-fisher.com
•	NEWRY	•	BANGOR	•	PORTADOWN	•	LISBURN	•	BELFAST	•	COLERAINE	•	LARNE	•	BALLYMENA	•	ENNISKILLEN

Plumbmaster – Haldane Fisher’s plumbing 
and heating brand – has opened its first 
standalone branch.

Offering a dedicated resource to all plumbing 
and heating customers serving the Greater 
Belfast area and beyond and located at Duncrue 
Industrial Estate, Plumbmaster Duncrue 
becomes the company’s 11th branch in Northern 
Ireland and the third in Belfast, alongside the 
Ladas Drive and Balmoral branches.
Dean Youle is the new Branch Manager, moving 
from his former position as the company’s Sales 
Representative, while Gareth Moore joins from 
Plumbmaster Lisburn to run the Trade Sales 
Counter, supported by a dedicated driver and 
delivery vehicle and a full product range held 
on site. Paul McDowell, Plumbmaster Sales 
Manager, is also now based at Plumbmaster 
Duncrue, ably assisted with sales support from 
Sinead Byrne.
Eamonn McCarthy, Plumbmaster Director, said, 
“This is a significant investment in the business 
and the team have worked incredibly hard to 
deliver an exceptional branch. This opening 
shows Plumbmaster’s continued growth in the 
plumbing and heating sector in Northern Ireland 
since our launch in 2016. Duncrue is our first 
standalone branch and is our 11th branch in 
Northern Ireland, with a further two in the Isle of 
Man.” 
Plumbmaster Duncrue, Unit 1, Duncrue 
Industrial Estate, 21 Duncrue Road, 
Belfast, BT3 9BW. T: 028 9692 2090 
E: sales.duncrue@plumb-master.com
W: www.plumb-master.com 

PLUMBMASTER NOW 
OPEN AT DUNCRUE

New Branch Manager Paul Hanna.
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A steady rate of 
price growth in the 
Northern Ireland 

housing market and a slight 
increase in workloads for 
small and medium-sized (SME) 
construction firms make for 
positive reading for the local 
housing market.
According to Ulster University’s 
latest Quarterly House Price 
Index report, the Northern 
Ireland housing market has 
continued to experience a 
steady rate of price growth 
in Q1 2018 despite a slight 
decrease in sales volume.
Ulster University’s research is 
produced in partnership with 
the Northern Ireland Housing 
Executive and Progressive 
Building Society. Analysing the 
performance of the housing 
market during January, 
February and March 2018, the 
overall average price for the first 
quarter of 2018 was £163,621, 
representing an annual increase 
of 6.6% relative to the first 
quarter of 2017.  
These increases are backed 
by the Federation of Master 
Builders (FMB) which has 
reported that the workloads 
for SME firms grew slightly in 
the first three months of this 
year, despite record numbers 
of builders reporting rising 
material prices. 
Brian Berry, Chief Executive 
of the FMB, said, “Workloads 
for builders continued to grow 
in the first quarter of 2018 
despite the ‘Beast from the 
East’ wreaking havoc across 
the UK’s construction sites. 
However, once again, the 
growth we are seeing is slower 
than in the previous three 

months, which can be partly 
attributed to pressure from rising 
costs. “Indeed, 90% of builders 
reported increasing material 
prices in the first three months 
of 2018, and this is the highest 
reading on record. Insulation, 
bricks and timber are the 
materials that have increased the 
most, and builders are predicting 
that these price increases will 
continue. 
“We are also seeing increased 
salaries for tradespeople 
stemming from the acute skills 
crisis, and that, coupled with 
material price hikes, is squeezing 
margins and stifling growth for 
construction firms of all sizes.”
The increase in workloads 
is reflected by recent 
announcements of new 
developments.
Choice Housing has started work 
on new schemes in West Belfast, 
Newtownabbey and Newry, 
while Hagan Homes is working 
on its largest-ever project since it 
was established 30 years ago.
For Choice Housing, UK 
contractor, EH Allingham 
Construction Ltd, is the 
contractor on the new £10m 
Glen Road Heights development, 
in Hannahstown, West Belfast, 
which will provide 92 new homes 
as part of a scheme designed by 
JNP Architects.
Work on two major South Belfast 
renovation schemes for Choice 
Housing, totalling more than 
£560,000, will be completed 
by Newry-based firm, Peter 
O’Hare Limited at sites at 
Stranmillis Road and Claremont 
Street.  Choice Housing has 
also launched a £1.7million 
construction project for 12 
new homes in Newtownabbey. 

Designed by Rolston Architects, 
with key contractor Geda 
Construction, it is expected 
that the development will be 
completed within 12 months. 
Meanwhile, Hagan Homes has 
started the construction of 900 
new homes in Comber in a 
£50million development. It is the 
company’s largest-ever project 
since it was established 30 years 
ago. The first phase of 17 new 
homes is set for completion by 
December 2018. Approximately 
50 construction jobs will be 
created during the first phase of 
the Enler Village project, which 
is set to be completed by June 
2019.

RECENT SURVEYS SEE AN UPTURN IN PRICES AND WORKLOADS, MIRRORED BY NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS ACROSS THE PROVINCE…

Positivity in the housing market

Pictured (l-r) are Jamesy Hagan, Managing Director, Hagan Homes; 
Lindsay Fyfe, Estate Agent; Jim Campbell, Managing Director, 
Rowallane Construction Ltd.

Deborah Brown, Director of Housing at Department for Communities, 
joins Michael McDonnell, Group Chief Executive of Choice Housing, 
at the launch of the commencement of a new £1.7million construction 
project in Newtownabbey.
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“Gyms need to be high quality acoustic environments, offering good 
speech intelligibility between instructors and members.”

A RANGE OF ACOUSTIC SOLUTIONS FOR THIS NEW BELFAST GYM ENSURES THE KEEP FIT 
MESSAGE GETS THROUGH LOUD AND CLEAR…

CASE STUDY - BETTER GYM, BELFAST

Ecophon gets Better Gym in shape
acoustic environments, offering 
good speech intelligibility 
between instructors and 
members, whether exercising 
individually or in a group 
class. However, music is also 
considered a great motivator 
by those exercising, so it’s 
important to have a soundscape 
that accommodates music too.
Ecophon’s Andrew Acheson 
explained how a good acoustic 
environment was achieved using 
Ecophon products. 
“The challenge we faced at 
Better Gym Belfast was to create 
the right look, in keeping with 
Better Gym’s modern image, 

Better Gym is a new £1.8 million digital 
gym in the heart of Belfast and is a joint 
venture between the city council and social 

enterprise GLL. 
Formerly a food court, the 1,000sqm site has 
been transformed into an interactive, technically 
advanced gym featuring 110 workout stations, 

Prama interactive flooring, a 
cycle studio and a free weights 
area.
As a former retail unit, the 
Better Gym building required 
specialist solutions to ensure 
acoustic comfort not only for 
gym members, but for people 
occupying neighbouring 
buildings. 
Leisure facilities such as gyms 
generate noise and vibration 
from music, free weights and 
medicine balls, and machinery 
such as treadmills and spinning 
bikes, as well as the voices of 
instructors and participants. 
Gyms need to be high quality 
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Andrew Acheson, Area Sales Manager for NI: 07717 538 983
E: andrew.acheson@ecophon.co.uk 
www.ecophon.co.uk

CASE STUDY - BETTER GYM, BELFAST

while ensuring that the right 
amount of sound absorption 
was included in the design to 
maximise the acoustic comfort 
and wellbeing for everybody 
using the facilities.”
One of the solutions were 
Ecophon Solo Baffles. Offering 
absorption class A, Ecophon Solo 
Baffles allow designers creative 
freedom, so offer a practical 
acoustic solution with great 
aesthetic appeal.
Andrew added, “Ecophon was 
involved from the early design 
stage of the project to ensure 
that the unique arrangement 
and colours of the Solo baffles 
envisioned by the design team 
could be achieved on site. 
We worked closely with CCL 
Interiors to deliver the project to 
completion.”
The Ecophon Hygiene Meditec 
E and Dombra DS solutions 
were also incorporated into 

the design. The Ecophon 
Hygiene Meditec E solution is 
a wall-to-wall, sound absorbing 
ceiling system suitable for dry 
environments where disinfection 
or cleaning is necessary on a 
regular basis.  
Ecophon Sombra Ds is suitable 
for applications requiring a 
dark ceiling. It has low light 
reflection and a concealed grid 
and tiles that can be individually 
demounted. 
At Better Gym Belfast, this 
solution is installed in suspended 
grid system, creating a smooth 
ceiling and providing good 
sound absorption and also 
incorporates a computer 
controlled multi-coloured 
lighting system in the shadow 
gap between the ceiling and the 
walls, allowing the staff to create 
different lighting effects for the 
various activities in the fitness 
suite.

Architect: Martin Delaney, Samuel Stevenson 
& Sons
Contractor: Vincent Small, Glasgiven Contracts
Ceiling contractor: David Peden, CCL Interiors
Products: Solo™ Baffles (1200x200mm and 
1200x600mm, 235m2), Meditec™ E (200m2), 
Sombra™ Ds (150m2)

About the project:
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DOORS ANS IRONMONGERY

Moffett Thallon Doorways is at 
the top of the class when it 
comes to education projects.

As the leading distributor of flush, 
panel and specialist doors and 
associated second fix products to 
the construction industry in Northern 
Ireland, the company works in 
partnership with architects and 
contractors to provide regulation 
compliant doors and door sets. 
That has proved particularly important 
on the growing number of education 
projects that Moffett Thallon Doorways 
has been involved in recently.
“We have worked on education 
projects ranging from primary 
schools through to universities and 
we have also been involved in the 
growing number of new student 
accommodation blocks going up 

across Belfast,” explained Robert 
McNeil, Sales Manager at Moffett 
Thallon Doorways. “Our dedicated 
specification service combined with 
our extensive product range means we 
can match the style of the project and 
ensure that the latest regulations for 
both fire doors and associated hardware 
are met.”
The wide-ranging expertise on offer 
from Moffett Thallon Doorways is not 
only confined to the education sector. 
The company has experience of working 
alongside architects on a diverse 
range of projects to ensure that every 
product it specifies meets the correct 
certification and is fit for purpose.
As well as working with market-leading 
manufacturers, the company also has 
its own joinery workshop for bespoke 
designs. This combination provides a 

EDUCATION PROJECTS, INCLUDING NEW STUDENT ACCOMMODATION, RECEIVE FULL 
MARKS THANKS TO THE COMPANY’S NEW ISO9001:2015 QUALITY SYSTEM…

Quality report for 
Moffett Thallon Doorways

fast turnaround on orders, regardless 
of the requirement.
With new systems in place, a 
personable approach, quick service, 
and an understanding of
large commercial projects, Moffett 
Thallon Doorways ensures a smooth 
specification service.  The team 
understands the construction of a door 
and the specification of ironmongery, 
so is perfectly positioned to advise 
on the key areas of functionality and 
quality. Once the specification process 
is complete, Moffett Thallon Doorways 
offers a full project management 
service on-site.
For a full specification or further 
details telephone 028 9032 2802, 
e-mail robert.mcneill@moffett-
thallon.co.uk or visit  
www.moffett-thallon.co.uk

New doors from Moffett Thallon Doorways have been installed at McArthur Hall, Methodist College, Belfast, by main contractor, Woodvale Construction Company.
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NORTHERN BUILDER

BRICK 
AND 
BLOCK

19 Lisbane Road, Scarva. Co. Armagh, BT63 6LN

T: 028 3884 9314  |  M: 07850 505 326  |  E: info@jrminish.co.uk

B U I L D I N G, D E M O L I T I O N  C O N T R AC T I N G  S E RV I C E S
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RICS AWARDS

The annual RICS Northern 
Ireland Awards celebrate 
inspirational initiatives 

across the built environment - 
and this year Tropical Ravine has 
been awarded the top prize of 
Project of the Year.
This prestigious award is 
presented to the project which 
is judged overall as an excellent 
example of best practice by 
professionals working in both the 
built and natural environments.
Projects from across Northern 
Ireland won awards at a 
ceremony hosted by television 
presenter Paul Clark at the La 
Mon Hotel & Spa, Belfast, after 
34 hugely diverse schemes were 
shortlisted in eight categories. 
Winners were as follows:

•	 Building	Conservation	–	
 The Tropical Ravine Belfast
•	 Commercial	–	Colby	House,		
 Belfast

•	 Community	Benefit	–	St	John		
 Paul II Primary School, Belfast
•	 Design	through	Innovation	–
 Omagh Hospital and Primary  
 Care Complex
•	 Infrastructure	–	Northern		
 Ireland Ambulance Service  
 Station, Enniskillen
•	 Regeneration	–	Newry	Leisure		
 Centre
•	 Residential	–	Rathgill,	Bangor
•	 Tourism	&	Leisure	–	Titanic		
 Hotel Belfast

Two other projects were highly 
commended – the Connswater 
Community Greenway in the 
Community Benefit category and 
the Pump House, Portadown in 
the Regeneration category.
The Tropical Ravine was deemed 
“a model of best practice” by the 
judging panel who praised the 
work of the conservation team 
who nurtured it through dramatic 
change, enhancing its use while 

Winners revealed of RICS Northern 
Ireland Awards 2018

consistently respecting its historic 
fabric.
Michael Hannaway, Chair of the 
RICS Awards Northern Ireland 
judging panel, said, “These 
eight exciting winning schemes 
are all having an extremely 
positive impact on their local 
communities.
“The teams behind them 
have worked tirelessly and 
with incredible vision to 
create projects which provide 
tremendous benefit across areas 
as diverse and important as 
healthcare, education, housing, 
the workplace and tourism.
“Through collaborating with other 
professionals, local surveyors have 
shown that they have the talent 
to deliver exemplary and, in many 
cases, world-class built projects.”
All category winners go on to 
compete against other regional 
winners at the national RICS 
Awards Grand Final in November.

The Tropical Ravine was the winner of the Building Conservation category at the RICS Awards 2018, Northern Ireland. The award was presented by 
Acting Director of RICS Northern Ireland Susan Mason (left). Companies involved in the Belfast City Council project to upgrade the popular visitor 
attraction included Currie and Brown, Hall Black Douglas, McAleer and Teague, Capita Property and Infrastructure, WDR and RT Taggart, AH Design 
and Dillon Project Management.
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The ‘ground-breaking’ 
Enniskillen Ambulance 
Station has won the 

Infrastructure category. 
Main contractor, FORRME, 
worked alongside surveyors, 
Currie & Brown and Todd 
Architects. Designed to meet the 
challenges of the 21st century, 
the new station provides a 
flexible workspace capable of 
supporting the Northern Ireland 
Ambulance Service’s changing 
and developing workforce and 
fleet. Located on a brownfield 
site and spread over 1,400m2, 
the facility provides a functional 
yet calming environment 
for Ambulance Service staff, 
recognising that they are 
routinely subjected to traumatic 
experiences.
The station incorporates welfare 
facilities, training and office 

accommodation for the 56 
personnel, and a full garage, 
providing protection from 
the weather which therefore 
prevents icing of vehicles and 
potential response delays. The 
station also provides storage 
room for equipment and 
consumables. 
Constructed to BREEAM 
Excellent standard, the project 
was delivered with sustainability 
at the forefront of its agenda. It 
has provided Northern Ireland 
Ambulance Service with a 
new identity in Enniskillen and 
provides the people of the town 
and surrounding areas with a 
reinvigorated service that will 
flourish for many years to come. 
The judges described the new 
station as “ground-breaking, 
innovative and representative of 
how future stations will be”. 

WINNER: ENNISKILLEN AMBULANCE STATION

INFRASTRUCTURE 
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Project Team...

Currie & Brown
SURVEYOR
T: 028 9076 5959
www.curriebrown.com

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9024 5587 
www.toddarch.co.uk 

FORRME
CONTRACTOR
T: 028 8774 6235
www.forrme.co.uk 

RICS AWARDS

Diana Fitzsimons, RICS Award NI judge, presented the Infrastructure award to the team from 
FORRME and Todd Architects which delivered the new Enniskillen Ambulance Station project, at 
the RICS Awards 2018, Northern Ireland hosted by Paul Clark.
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Tropical Ravine – the south 
Belfast building project 
which has transformed 

an overgrown corner of Botanic 
Gardens into a new and exciting 
visitor attraction - has been 
named Project of the Year.
This unique and nationally 
significant Victorian building, 
housing a noteworthy collection 
of tropical plants, reopened to 
the public in April following a 
£3.8m upgrade and came out on 
top in the Building Conservation 
category before winning the 
overall award. 
Companies involved in the 
project included surveyors Currie 
& Brown, architects Hall Black 
Douglas, and contractors McAleer 
and Teague.
Belfast City Council, with 
significant Heritage Lottery Fund 
support, working with Friends of 

Botanic, has restored it back to 
its former glory. It has a modern 
21st century twist aimed at making 
it one of Belfast’s popular tourist 
attractions.
Judges of the prestigious RICS 
Awards said the project had scored 
very highly when inspected and 
had been unanimously supported 
as Project of the Year. 
Judges of the RICS Awards 
said: “Its sensitive conservation 
approach was professional, 
and the partnership created of 
caring community groups and 
the Heritage Lottery Fund added 
strength and injected a variety 
of views, often conflicting, and 
aspirations which collectively 
have transformed this neglected 
overgrown corner of Botanic 
Gardens into a visitor attraction 
with an amazing story to be 
absorbed at leisure.”

WINNER: TROPICAL RAVINE, BELFAST

PROJECT OF THE YEAR
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Project Team...

RICS AWARDS

Currie & Brown

SURVEYOR

T: 028 9076 5959

www.curriebrown.com 

 

ARCHITECT

T: 028 9045 0681

www.hallblackdouglas.com 

CONTRACTOR

T: 028 828 98535

www.mcatni.co.uk 

The Tropical Ravine was named the Project of the Year at the RICS Awards 2018, Northern Ireland, as 
well as the winner of the Building Consveration category. The awards celebrate inspirational initiatives 
across the built environment. Companies involved in the Belfast City Council project to upgrade the 
popular visitor attraction included Currie & Brown, Hall Black Douglas, McAleer and Teague, Capita 
Property and Infrastructure, WDR and RT Taggart, AH Design and Dillon Project Management.
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RICS AWARDS

Colby House’s £5m 
reconfiguration for 
Northern Ireland Statistics 

and Research Agency (NISRA) has 
been named as the Commercial 
Project of the Year.
Hood McGowan Kirk were quantity 
surveyors and project managers 
for the project while the architects 
involved included CPD Architect 
branch, Gregory Architects, 
and WDR and RT Taggart. JH 
Turkington and Sons was the 
contractor. The project involved 
a turnkey design and construct 
contract providing 34,500sqft of 
Grade A office accommodation. 
A three-storey extension was 
constructed at the main entrance 
with a stunning feature entrance 
piazza. Internally, the building 
was stripped out and refitted to 
provide 21st century facilities.
Judges said the refurbishment 

was “an exemplar commercial 
project with the use of excellent 
design” and praised the use of 
sustainability measures.
The works included the complete 
replacement of the external 
envelope, the building of a three-
storey extension at the main 
entrance and the construction of 
the impressive new entrance piazza 
with under croft accommodation.
Internally the building has been 
transformed into modern new 
facilities that include open 
plan offices, spacious meeting 
rooms, informal break-out areas, 
contemporary kitchen/dining, and 
shower/toilet/changing facilities.
The new environment actively 
contributes to the well-being and 
productivity of the workforce, 
with high quality materials being 
complemented by distinctive 
furniture, fixtures and fittings.

WINNER: COLBY HOUSE, BELFAST

COMMERCIAL

Project Team...

QUANTITY SURVEYOR AND 
PROJECT MANAGER
T: 028 9066 7932
www.hmkni.com 

Gregory Architects
ARCHITECT
T: 028 9032 6548
www.gregoryarchitects.com 

ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS
T: 028 9066 2121
www.wdr-rt-taggart.com 

CONTRACTOR
T: 028 3833 2807
www.turkington-construction.com

Colby House, the home of the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency, won the Commercial 
category of the RICS Awards 2018, Northern Ireland, sponsored by Sika. Companies involved in the 
project included Hood Magown Kirk, Gregory Architects, WDR and RT Taggart, and JH Turkington 
and Sons as well as CPD Architect Branch.
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RICS AWARDS

This year’s Community 
Benefit category winner 
is St John Paul II Primary 

School in Belfast.
The school on the Whiterock 
Road underwent a £1.2m 
extension, designed to encourage 
children to view education as an 
opportunity to succeed in life.
The project, delivered by 
surveyors Clarke Shipway, d-on 
architects, and contractors 
Connolly and Fee, has enhanced 
learning conditions and helped 
the community set itself a new 
standard. 
Judges said that generations of 
unemployment, sectarian strife 
and poverty have been alleviated 
by the stability and optimism 
of John Paul II Primary School. 
They added that its dedication 
to and engagement with parents 
and families has been greatly 

enhanced and amplified thanks 
to the modest investment in this 
block with four new classrooms.
The project in west Belfast is 
situated in the most socially-
deprived ward of the UK and is 
viewed as a beacon of hope for 
the local community.
This was provided through the 
School Enhancement Programme 
and includes four classroom 
extensions and alterations to the 
existing building and play area. 
All the work was carried out 
within a live school environment 
and against a strict timescale.
The success at the RICS Awards 
marks another award for 
architect d-on architects, who 
also recently won the Liam 
McCormick Award for Building 
of the Year at the RSUA Awards 
in Belfast for its work on St 
Bronagh’s PS.

WINNER: ST JOHN PAUL II PRIMARY 
SCHOOL, BELFAST

COMMUNITY BENEFIT

Project Team...

Clarke Shipway

SURVEYOR

T: 028 9077 9392

d-on architects

ARCHITECT

T: 028 9024 8144

W: www.d-on.co.uk

Connolly and Fee

CONTRACTOR

T: 028 8774 0515

W: www.connolly-fee.com 

Andy Tough, chair of RICS Northern Ireland, presented the Community Benefit award to d-on 
architects Niall O’Neill, Sandra McGrath and Paul McMahon at the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors Awards, 2018, Northern Ireland hosted by Paul Clark.
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Omagh Hospital & Primary 
Care Complex marks 
a step forward in the 

provision of healthcare - and 
this all-encompassing focus has 
been recognised with the Design 
Through Innovation award.
Viewed as a new model of 
healthcare provision, the complex 
is unique to both Northern Ireland 
and the UK in how services are 
delivered on one site. 
The key underlying design drivers 
were to produce an innovative 
and fresh approach, combined 
with a vision for a holistic 
environment for healing. 
The project was delivered by 
surveyors WH Stephens, TODD 
Architects with Hall Black 
Douglas, and McLaughlin and 
Harvey.
Judges praised the “revolutionary 
improvements in the efficient and 

holistic delivery of community 
carer services at a single location” 
and the “feel good factor” it had 
created for the local community.
This new model brings together 
acute and primary services on a 
shared campus, as well as four GP 
practices, a day procedure unit, 
urgent care department, a 40-bed 
en suite ward and community 
outreach facilities. 
The hospital has been specifically 
created in response to the 
latest healthcare reports and 
future initiatives, offering day 
procedure, endoscopy, out-
patient, radiology, renal, clinical 
investigation and intervention 
services. 
Each department is visually 
articulated by a defined pavilion 
block, which, in turn, is interlinked 
by glazed streets across two and 
three levels. 

WINNER: OMAGH HOSPITAL AND PRIMARY 
CARE COMPLEX

DESIGN THROUGH INNOVATION 

Project Team...

SURVEYOR
T: 028 9066 3123
www.whstephens.com 

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9024 5587 
www.toddarch.co.uk 

ARCHITECT 
T: 028 9045 0681
www.hallblackdouglas.co.uk 

CONTRACTOR
T: 028 9034 2777
www.mclh.co.uk

Omagh Hospital and Primary Care Complex has won the Design Through Innovation category, spon-
sored by Forbo, at the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) Awards 2018. The team includ-
ing Andrew Murray from Todd Architects, Stephen Douglas from Hall Black Douglas and Ray Anderson 
from WH Stephens were presented with the award at the event which was hosted by Paul Clark.
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RICS AWARDS

Described as ‘excellence 
in urban regeneration’, 
Newry Leisure Centre 

has won the Regeneration 
category.
The £19m leisure centre project 
funded mainly by Newry, 
Mourne and Down District 
Council, is a state-of-the-art 
facility. It includes an eight-
lane short course competition 
standard swimming pool with 
moving floor; a combined 
learner and leisure pool with 
flume; pool hall spectator 
seating; a thermal area with 
sauna, steam, and hydrology 
pool; external changing for 
football and Gaelic pitches; 
as well as a café, sports halls, 
fitness suite and fitness studios.
The project has been 
designed to meet exemplary 
sustainability and low carbon 

principles and will embody the 
goals set out in the Newry 2020 
Low Carbon City targets. The 
building design is on target 
to achieve ‘Disability Sports 
Northern Ireland’s Inclusive 
Sports Facility’ Accreditation.
The building was conceived as 
an object carved out of stone 
and is inspired by the beauty of 
the natural carving of the Newry 
and Mourne mountains.
Surveyors for the project were 
Currie & Brown, architects 
were Kennedy FitzGerald, and 
Felix O’Hare was the building 
contractor. This accolade 
completed a hat-trick of RICS 
Northern Ireland 2018 awards 
for Currie & Brown.
Judges said the project 
“demonstrated excellence 
in urban regeneration and 
design.”

WINNER: NEWRY LEISURE CENTRE

REGENERATION

Project Team...

Currie & Brown
SURVEYOR
T: 028 9076 5959
www.curriebrown.com 

Kennedy FitzGerald
ARCHITECT
T: 028 9066 1632
www.kennedyfitzgerald.com 

Felix O’Hare
CONTRACTOR
T: 028 3026 1134
www.felixohare.co.uk

Adrian Kerr from category sponsor Mills Selig, presents the Regeneration award at the RICS Awards 
2018, Northern Ireland, for the Newry Leisure Centre building project to Terry Hamilton from Kennedy 
Fitzgerald, Liam Hannaway, chief executive of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council and Colm 
O’Hagan from Currie & Brown. The event was hosted by tv presenter Paul Clark (left).
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Rathgill, Bangor - the first 
Affordable Housing scheme 
by Radius Housing – has 

won the Residential category.
The development incorporates 
almost 200 homes and has 
been underpinned by design 
best practice, innovation, 
sustainability and integration 
with the established surrounding 
community. 
The project was delivered by 
Naylor and Devlin Quantity 
Surveyors, JNP Architects, Kelly 
Brothers and Hugh J O’Boyle. 
Judges praised the extent of 
community consultation for the 
£22.5m scheme as well as the 
team’s consideration of the 
ecology of the site.
Fort Green is the latest addition 
to the larger social housing 
scheme at Rathgill. It is situated 
in a cul-de-sac within the popular 

concept that benefits from 
being located at the southern 
fringe of this desirable coastal 
town, providing residents with 
easy access to the vibrancy of 
Bangor’s town centre as well as 
the neighbouring picturesque 
Co. Down countryside. 
The overall scheme also provides 
a retail unit and playpark facility 
to serve the local community, 
along with pedestrian access 
to the Balloo Wetland nature 
reserve.

WINNER: RATHGILL, BANGOR

RESIDENTIAL
Project Team...

Naylor and Devlin
QUANTITY SURVEYOR
T: 028 9066 9118
www.Naylor-Devlin.com

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9044 5930
www.jnp-architects.com 

CONTRACTOR
T: 028 4175 2502
www.kellybrothers.co.uk 

CONTRACTOR
T: 028 4461 2278
www.hjoboyle.co.uk

“Underpinned by design 
best practice, innovation, 
sustainability and 
integration with the 
established surrounding 
community.”

Jonathan Moore, RICS Awards NI judge, presented Anita Conway, Kelly Kitchen and Danny Fowler 
from Radius Housing with the trophy for winning the Residential category of the RICS Awards 2018, 
Northern Ireland, which were hosted by Paul Clark.
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The restoration of the 
former Harland & Wolff 
Headquarters building and 

Drawing Offices into a boutique 
hotel has been recognised with 
success in the Tourism & Leisure 
category.
The Titanic Hotel, which opened 
last September, saw the Harland 
& Wolff Drawing Offices and 
headquarters building restored 
to the highest standards. As the 
jewel in the crown of the heritage 
assets on Queen’s Island, it is 
the centrepiece for a heritage 
area which attracts tourists from 
around the world.
Sammon Surveyors and RMI 
Architects carried out the project 
with Abercorn Construction.
The judges commented that 
“it is stylish, not overstated. It 
is respectful, not humble, and 
most critically it brings a unique 

piece of Belfast’s history into 
contemporary life.”
RMS Titanic and 1,000 
other ships were conceived 
and designed in these two 
buildings which have now been 
transformed into a new boutique 
hotel and public heritage space 
beside the impressive Titanic 
Belfast tourist attraction.
The development of the four-
storey, 119-bedroom hotel 
has created the world’s most 
authentic Titanic-themed hotel. 
As well as welcoming hotel 
guests, it is publicly accessible 
for tours, events and exhibitions. 

WINNER: TITANIC HOTEL, BELFAST

TOURISM & LEISURE

Project Team...

Sammon Surveyors

T: 028 9024 9800

www.sammon.eu 

RMI Architects LLP

T: 028 9024 8922

www.rmi.uk.com 

Abercorn Construction

T: 028 9040 9960 

“The Titanic Hotel 
brings a unique piece 
of Belfast’s history into 
contemporary life.”

The Titanic Hotel has been announced as the winner of the Tourism and Leisure category of the RICS 
Awards 2018, Northern Ireland. Representatives from the hotel and from companies who delivered 
the project including Sammon Surveyors, RMI Architects and Abercorn Construction collected the 
award from Michael Hannaway, Chair of the RICS NI judging panel. The event was hosted by tv 
presenter Paul Clark.
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The latest statistics from 
Construction Information 
Services (CIS) shows that 

there is plenty to look forward to in 
terms of high value future projects 
in Northern Ireland.
As Ireland’s leading provider 
of business intelligence to the 
construction and allied industries, 
CIS has been able to highlight 
that over 2,700 Northern Ireland 
construction projects, worth over 
£8.2bn across all sectors, have 
been added or updated to the CIS 
database since the start of 2018.
Northern Ireland’s highest value 
construction projects, that have 
been submitted for planning this 
year range from a £280m gas-

fired power station in County 
Antrim; and a £100m health 
led redevelopment plan, also in 
County Antrim through to a £47m 
retail park in County Down and a 
£100m housing development and 
neighbourhood centre in Co Derry.
At £2.6bn, projects in the civil and 
utilities remain the biggest sector 
value, followed by hospitality 
(£2.6bn) and commercial (£997m). 
The projects are spread across the 
province too. County Antrim claims 
the highest in value, with £6.2bn 
followed by Derry £838m and 
Tyrone with £416m.
Founded in 1972, CIS is 
celebrating 46 years of providing 
comprehensive, researched, 

THE LATEST STATISTICS FROM CONSTRUCTION 
INFORMATION SERVICES SHOW PROJECTS WORTH 
£8.2BN ACROSS ALL SECTORS IN NORTHERN IRELAND… 

PROJECT LEADS

Positive project plans

Sector value 
in millions(£)
Agriculture

Civil & Utilities

Commercial

Community & Sport

Education

Hospitality

Industrial

Medical

Residential

£62.6m

£2.6bn

£997m

£317m

£454m

£293m

£552m

£362m

£2.6bn
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PROJECT LEADS

verified and real-time information 
on all building projects throughout 
Ireland – North and South. The 
company’s highly qualified research 
team investigate valuable projects 
in great detail to ensure businesses 
can make important decisions 
quickly and generate the right 
contract and supply opportunities 
for their pipeline. 
Contact CIS at sales@cisireland.
com or call (028) 4064 8110 for 
more information on CIS tailored 
subscription packages that range 
from Northern Ireland only to all-
Ireland coverage.

These CIS construction activity statistics 
exclude plans refused and plans withdrawn 
and were accurate on May 30, 2018. 

Positive project plans

PLANS SUBMITTED 

CIS PROJECT ID PROJECT TITLE COUNTY
868623 £100m - Health Led Redevelopment Plan Co. Antrim 

840152 £100m - Housing Development & Neighbourhood Centre Co. Derry 

902547 £280m - Gas Fired Power Station Co. Antrim 

969821 £37m - Residential Development Co. Antrim 

961692 £41m - Housing Development, Phase 2 Co. Antrim 

949935 £45m - Residential Assisted Living /Retirement Housing Scheme Co. Antrim 

123661 £47m - Retail Park Co. Down 

885353 £48m - Maturation Warehouses Co. Antrim 

738842 £60m - Community Treatment and Care Centre Co. Down 

942441 £65m - 5-Star Hotel Co. Antrim

PLANS GRANTED

CIS PROJECT ID PROJECT TITLE COUNTY
112373 £100m - Golf Resort Co. Antrim 

133458 £100m Queens Quay Development (Odyssey) Co. Antrim 

808852 £117m - Mixed Use Health Hub Development Co. Derry 

101133 £135m Community Village Co. Antrim 

76648 £140m - Training College Co. Tyrone 

575238 £250m Mixed Use Development Co. Antrim 

585638 £400m - Regeneration Proposals Co. Antrim 

847571 £55m - Office Development Co. Antrim 

811275 £68m - Town Centre Development Co. Antrim 

808722 £76m - Light Industrial Development Co. Antrim

PROJECTS BY SECTOR

SECTOR VOLUME VALUE
Agriculture 124 £62.6m

Civil and utilities 180 £2.6bn

Commercial 503 £997m

Community and sport 379 £317m

Education 146 £454m

Hospitality 176 £293m

Industrial 262 £552m

Medical 82 £362m

Residential 901 £2.6bn

PROJECTS BY COUNTRY

COUNTY VOLUME VALUE
Co. Antrim 1,103 £6.2bn

Co. Armagh 231 £320m

Co. Down 545 £394m

Co. Fermanagh 146 £123m

Co. Derry 343 £838m

Co. Tyrone 423 £416m

“The latest statistics from CIS 

show that there is plenty to 

look forward to in terms of 

high value future projects in 

Northern Ireland.

To find out more about the volume and value of active relevant construction 
leads for your business, please contact CIS on (028) 4064 8110, 
email sales@cisireland.com or visit www.cisireland.com
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HIRE SOLUTIONS 

Full of new products, services and 
solutions, the new KDM Hire 
Rental Catalogue 2018/19 is your 

one stop source for hire, training, sales 
and service.
Packed with fleet additions, KDM 
continually invests in the most modern 
and reliable equipment.  Some of 
the key areas featured in the new 
catalogue - and can also be found on 
the KDM website – include:

VEHICLE RENTAL 
All Road Vehicle Rental is just one 
of the latest additions to KDM Hire, 
offering top brand quality vehicles with 
flexible hire options at competitive 
prices. Vehicles include vans, trucks, 
tippers, 4x4 pick-ups, utility vehicles, 
specialist access platforms and welfare 
vans.

POWERED ACCESS
KDM’s Powered Access fleet has 
had numerous recent additions now 
offering customers some of the most 
specialist equipment in Ireland. The 
latest additions include the Genie 
SX150 telescopic boom with a massive 
48m working height and outstanding 
horizontal reach of 24m. Genie Z60/37 
hybrids have also been added and 
are ideal for both indoor and outdoor 
applications, offering fume free 
operation up to 20m. Other products 
include the impressive 22.5m high, 

1.2m wide electric scissor from PB 
of Germany and specialist bi-level 
tracked scissor lifts from Italian 
manufacturer, Alamac. A JLG 
telescopic crawler boom has been 
added to fill the gap where ultimate 
terrainability is needed. This boom 
has a crawler undercarriage and a 
zero turning radius getting you to 
places others just cannot go.

MATERIAL HANDLING - KDM 
has introduced rotating telehandlers 
with capacity up to 5t and lift 
heights up to 26m suitable for a 
range of construction and industrial 
applications. An absolute asset 
where high lifting capacity and 
outreach is required, these 3-in-
1 machines are simultaneously a 
telehandler, crane and a MEWP. 
Heavy Lift telehandlers have also 
been introduced to KDM Hire’s 
extensive range of telescopic 
forklifts and are the ultimate site 
work horse suited to safely handling 
large heavy loads. With maximum 
lift capacities of up to 12T and 
capability of lifting to heights of up 
to 10m, these heavy-duty forklifts 
are suitable for heavy industrial 
tasks and for use within the civil 
engineering sector. At the other 
end of the scale 4m ultra compact 
(buggy) telehandlers from Manitou 

have been added to the fleet. With 
a lift capacity of 2 tonnes these 
machines are easy to manoeuvre and 
extremely versatile.

MODULAR BUILDINGS - For high 
quality temporary accommodation, 
look no further than these recently 
introduced modular buildings that 
offer the ultimate solution for office 
expansion, classrooms or training 
rooms. With the performance you 
would expect from a permanent 
building and the flexibility that 
only modular systems can deliver, 
buildings can be tailored to suit 
your requirements. Built with high 
quality materials, finishes, insulated 
and assembled rapidly on site ready 
for occupancy within a few days or 
weeks, the buildings provide high 
levels of comfort and security with 
the possibility to create modular 
accommodation in different sizes and 
configurations up to three storeys 
high.

For further information on any of 
these products or to request a 
catalogue, contact a member of 
KDM’s sales team on 0845 338 
1388 or e-mail sales@kdmhire.com. 
Download your free copy of the 
catalogue at www.kdmhire.com 

THE KDM HIRE RENTAL CATALOGUE 2018/2019 IS NOW AVAILABLE…

KDM Hire launches new rental catalogue

“The new KDM Hire Rental Catalogue 2018/19 is your 
one stop source for hire, training, sales and service.”



BREXIT

44 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE www.northernbuilder.co.ukFOLLOW US ON:

Brexit, in the minds of 
many in the construction 
industry, continues to 

represent a looming cloud 
of uncertainty hanging over 
any future decision making. In 
Northern Ireland this uncertainty 
is even more pronounced, given 
the very real issues presented by 
concerns over a ‘hard’ border.
Fear of the unknown and 
apprehension of what’s to come 
is fostering many insecurities, 
particularly concerns that skilled 
workers, originating from the 
EU, will simply head back to 
Europe once the Brexit bill is 
eventually passed.
Demand for the workforce is 
also rising and, with a focus 
on housebuilding in England, 
there is the risk of an internal 
UK skills drain, as workers head 
across the Irish Sea to help fill 
the gap in the workforce on the 
mainland.
A core part of coping involves 
the acceleration of training and 
the expansion of UK-based 
recruitment to try and bolster 
existing resources. However, 
this isn’t the only solution worth 
looking at, as other methods can 
help ease the stress on project 
managers.
Surface repair, for instance, 
is a prime example of an oft 
underexploited service that 
can offer its assistance, with 
repair specialists commanding 
a broad range of capabilities 
to help lessen the burden on 
overstretched trades.
The number of things that can 
be repaired far outweighs those 
that can’t, including damage 
to brick, stonework, concrete, 

metal, glass, ceramics, plastics 
and more.
If, taking a housebuilding 
site for an example, multiple 
incidents of damage have 
occurred during a home’s 
construction (something that’s 
practically inevitable during 
busy projects), we can come in 
and make multiple repairs, this 
saves both time and money. 
With damage rectified quickly, 
it also negates the need to 
recall multiple trades to the 
site.
Repair specialists are often 
called in to add the finishing 
touches during the handover 
period. Ensuring this is done 
efficiently at the end of 
projects helps to avoid delays, 
while also keeping on budget. 
Opting for a replacement 
approach to rectify surface 

damage rather than repair can 
cause further delays - with the 
need to wait for a replacement 
item - which then needs 
installation - driving up costs.
Of course, surface repair is 
just one element. There’s no 
denying that specialist trades 
are required for certain jobs. 
But the fact is, there are 
services out there that can ease 
the pressure on contractors 
to get the job done on time. 
With the availability of skilled 
tradespeople likely to become 
a growing problem in a post-
Brexit world, turning to other 
resources that can help meet 
demand is sure to become 
increasingly essential.
For more information on 
Plastic Surgeon, visit 
www.plastic-surgeon.co.uk 
or call 0345 141 0000.

GARY DANSON, OPERATIONS DIRECTOR AT PLASTIC SURGEON, THE UK’S MARKET-
LEADING SPECIALIST SURFACE REPAIR FIRM, ANSWERS THE QUESTION OF HOW REPAIR 
SPECIALISTS CAN HELP COUNTERACT ANY POTENTIAL EXODUS OF SKILLED EU WORKERS…

Can surface repair fill the Brexit skills gap?

“There are 
services out 
there that 

can ease the 
pressure on 
contractors 
to get the 

job done on 
time.”



TWO NEW BUILD EXTENSIONS AND BUILDING UPGRADES AT THIS 
CLINIC AT THE ROYAL BELFAST HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN COMES 

WITH A SERIES OF DIFFERENT CHALLENGES… g

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Clark Clinic, Belfast
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portfolio of specialist healthcare 
jobs. 
The team at Killowen Contracts 
are well used to working 
within live acute hospital 
environments. The Clark Clinic 
refurbishment was no different 
and presented the team with a 

Located within the Royal 
Belfast Hospital for Sick 
Children, the Clark Clinic 

provides services for children 
with heart conditions throughout 
Northern Ireland. No stranger 
to complex healthcare facilities, 
Killowen Contracts was the main 

contractor on a recent project 
at the Clinic which involved the 
completion of two new build 
extensions, alterations to existing 
accommodation and alterations 
to existing services. The project 
was completed over two phases 
and joins Killowen’s growing 

EFFICIENT ON-SITE COORDINATION HAS RESULTED IN ANOTHER 
SUCCESSFUL HEALTHCARE PROJECT FOR KILLOWEN CONTRACTS…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

Killowen Contracts Ltd 
Building, Civil Engineering & Fitout Contractor

35 Bridge Road, Burren, Warrenpoint, BT34 3QT. 
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Having worked with the sub-
contractors on previous jobs, 
collaboration on-site was made 
that much easier for Killowen. 
“It was an extremely efficient 
process. We all worked very 
well together and we all had the 
same aim – to meet the brief and 
deliver a functional building that 
would be sympathetic to the end-
user’s needs. Weekly meetings 
ensured we stayed on track and 
remained mindful of the fact 
that we were operating in a live 
hospital environment.” 
Thanks to a highly knowledgeable 
and experienced team at 
Killowen, the Clark Clinic 
refurbishment has resulted in a 
high end, user-friendly facility 
that blends seamlessy into the 
surrounding environment and was 
finished on time and to budget.
“We’re delighted to have been 
involved with this important 
facility that provides essential 
services to children across 
Northern Ireland. It’s a great 
one to add to our portfolio as 
it demonstrates our ability to 
successfully lead a team and deal 
with specific, complex issues.” 
Killowen Contracts has worked 
across a diverse range of 
healthcare facilities and is 
currently finishing up on another 
project at the Royal Belfast 
Hospital for Sick Children.specific set of challenges. 

“We have extensive experience in 
the healthcare sector so were well 
able to deal with any difficulties 
that arose. In order to keep 
disruption to the main hospital at 
an absolute minimum, deliveries 
were made to site before 8am. 
Noise wasn’t really an issue as 
we were sealed off from the 
main hospital but we still tried to 
ensure patients, staff and visitors 
weren’t unduly affected during the 
construction,” said Paul McClorey, 

Quantity Surveyor at Killowen 
Contracts. 
Although the refurbishment of 
Clark Clinic may not have been 
a very large project, it required 
all the Killowen team’s expertise 
and experience to ensure the 
deadline was met. The biggest 
challenge on the project, says 
Paul, was coordinating the M&E 
services. 
“The brief to the M&E team was 
particularly complex. Our job was 
to liaise with all the teams and 
ensure the M&E contractor could 
do their job smoothly and hassle-
free. Coordination was key to this 
project; regular, weekly meetings 
with all teams were crucial and 
allowed us to meet the very tight 
deadline.” 
Due consideration had to be 
given by Paul and his team to the 
hospital environment they were 
operating in. 
“Patients, staff and visitors were 
our priority, as was the end-user. 
At all times we adhered to very 
strict hygiene standards, making 
sure access and egress points 
were adequately sanitised to 
ensure sufficient infection control 
throughout the working areas.” 
The new build section of the 
project consists of a steel 
frame with a brick façade that 
complements the original 
building. Due to changes and 
tweaks requested by the client, 
the contractor’s schedule of 
works changed throughout the 
build. “The requirements of the 
end-user were to the forefront at 
all times. To ensure the project 
met their needs, the client 
made changes here and there 
during the build. We readjusted 
our schedule to adapt to these 
changes and were happy to 
do so if it meant a more user-
friendly facility.” 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

T: 028 4175 3378 or 077 2945 3407
E: construction@killowencontracts.co.uk 
www.killowencontracts.co.uk
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Client: Belfast Health and 
Social Care Trust
Main contractor: Killowen 
Contracts Ltd
Architect: Hamilton Architects
Structural engineer: RPS 
Consulting Engineers
M&E Engineers: IN2 
Engineering Design 
Partnership

PROJECT TEAM
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

Murdock Builders Merchants, 
Unit 7 Rampart Business Centre 
Greenbank Industrial Estate, 
Rampart Road, Newry BT34 2QU
T: 028 3025 0634 
E: newry@murdockbuildersmerchants.com
www.murdockbuildersmerchants.com

also allowed the multiple teams 
to complete their tasks efficiently 
and in a timely manner. 
Only the highest quality products 
were specified for the project.
The Kooltherm K860mm 
insulation, which comprises 
the thinnest commonly used 
insulation products for any 
specific U-value. Bricks from 
Wienerberger, a leading supplier 
of facing bricks in the UK, were 
also specified for the Clark Clinic. 
All bricks from the company 
conform to the EU standard. 
Finally, support systems from 
IG Masonry ensured optimum 
performance and the highest 
level of design flexibility. 

Ensuring materials reached 
the site in a timely fashion 
during the build was of 

the utmost importance and 
something that Murdock Builders 
Merchants was on top of 
throughout the construction of 
the Clark Clinic. The main items 
supplied to the job included 
Kingspan Kooltherm K860mm 
insulation, Wienerberger 
Staffordshire smooth blue brick 
and IG masonry support. Thanks 
to an excellent relationship with 
Killowen Contracts, Murdock’s 
delivery fleet got the required 
materials to site right when they 
were needed. This ensured the 
build process wasn’t affected and 

RONAN MCGRATH AND THE TEAM AT MURDOCK’S SUPPLIED A RANGE OF 
HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS TO THE CLARK CLINIC PROJECT…

BUILDING MATERIALS
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that partnership,” 
explained Kyle Bowman, 
Director.
From fabrication to 
installation, Bann 
Architectural Systems 
Ltd provides a 
measuring service, free 
estimates, the complete 
supply and fitting for both the 
domestic and commercial sectors. 
The company’s product range 
includes window systems, doors, 
curtain walling, shopfronts, roof-
glazing, patio and bi-fold doors, 
while Bann Architectural Systems 
is also authorised fabricators of 
the Metal Technology and APS 
suite of profiles.

Bann Architectural Systems 
continued the company’s 
strong working partnership 

with Killowen Contracts Ltd on 
the Clark Clinic project at the 
Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick 
Children.
In addition to supplying and 
manufacturing the aluminium 
doors and windows, Bann 
Architectural Systems also 
provided the impressive Vanceva 
glass which has added a strong 
aesthetic appeal to the clinic 
which treats young people.
“This is another important project 
that we have completed with 
Killowen Contracts Ltd and we 
were delighted to be continuing 

QUALITY BESPOKE PRODUCTS WITH A 
STRONG AESTHETIC APPEAL FROM BANN 
ARCHITECTURAL SYSTEMS...

WINDOWS AND DOORS

Bann Architectural Systems Ltd, 
81 Halfway Road, 
Banbridge, BT32 4HB. 
T: 028 9269 8855
E: info@bann-systems.co.uk
www.bannarchitectural.co.uk
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Fire Stop and Seal, 
231A, Castle Road, Randalstown, 
Co. Antrim BT41 2EB
T: 028 9447 8674
E: info@firestopandseal.com
www.firestopandseal.com

and smoke barrier for four hours. 
Fire Stop and Seal achieved 
third party accreditation from 
International Fire Consultants 
Ltd (IFC) and was one of the first 
companies in Northern Ireland 
to achieve this prestigious 
credential. 
“We have an excellent 
relationship with Killowen 
Contracts. We’re actually working 
with Killowen on various projects 
at the Royal Hospital at the 
moment. They’re one of our main 
customers and we value the very 
strong and ongoing working 
relationship we have with them,” 
said Hugh McKay, Managing 
Director at Fire Stop and Seal. 

Two specific products were 
used by Randalstown-based 
Fire Stop and Seal on the 

Clark Clinic. Pyrocoustic Sealant, 
a one part, acrylic emulsion is 
designed to resist the passage of 
fire, smoke, air and sound. The 
sealant works by intumescing 
and then forming a char when 
exposed to the heat of a fire, 
which prevents the passage of fire 
and smoke. Silverflame Fire Batt 
was also used on the Clark Clinic. 
Designed to prevent the passage 
of fire and smoke between 
compartment walls and floors 
whilst still allowing the installation 
of services, the product is tested 
to BS 476 part 20/22, giving a fire 

AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE CLARK CLINIC BUILD, FIRE STOPPING WAS 
PROVIDED BY SPECIALISTS FIRE STOP AND SEAL…

FIRE COMPARTMENTATION

also delivered the fire alarm/
disabled refuge systems, access 
control and data cabling and IT 
infrastructure throughout the 
new facilities.
Graeme Boyle, Contracts 
Engineer, headed up the expert 
JD McGeown team throughout 
the 26 week project that again 
emphasises the attention 
to detail and high quality 
workmanship of the company.

JD McGeown Ltd carried 
out the extensive 
electrical work for the 

extension of the Clark Clinic at 
Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick 
Children.
This was the leading electrical 
contractor’s third project on 
the Royal Victoria Hospital 
campus, with JD McGeown 
Ltd again working closely with 
main contractor, Killowen 
Contracts.
The works comprised sub-
mains and distribution; general 
lighting; emergency lighting; 
general purpose power; 
passenger lift; and mechanical 
wiring. JD McGeown Ltd 

A HAT-TRICK OF PROJECTS FOR JD MCGEOWN AT 
THE ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL…

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

JD McGeown Ltd 
BELFAST - T: 028 90681176
DERRY - T: 028 7181 2185
DUBLIN - T: 00353(0)1691 7431
E: info@jdmcg.co.uk 
www.jdmg.co.uk

“The project again 
emphasises the attention 
to detail and high quality 
workmanship of the 
company.”
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As a market leader in the 
manufacture of concrete, 
mortar and floor screeds, RTU 

has a reputation for the production 
of quality innovative products, and 
Exposa® Decorative Concrete is no 
exception.
A highly durable range of decorative 
concrete which can be used as an 
alternative to traditional paving, 
asphalt, tarmac and loose gravel, 
Exposa® is a first choice for any hard 
landscaping project. Beautiful, durable, 
practical, safe and flexible, with a slip 
resistant finish, Exposa® is ideal for use 
on driveways, promenades, footpaths, 
town centres and pedestrian zones.
With a natural aggregate finish, 
Exposa® has the durability and 
structural integrity of concrete. It is 
designed to withstand heavy traffic and 
extremes of weather without shrinking 
or heaving. With the added benefit of 
a low maintenance finish, Exposa® also 
inhibits the proliferation of weeds and 
moss. It is also a naturally slip resistant 
product, laid as a continuous surface, 
thus reducing trip hazards in large 
surface public areas.
The flexibility of the product allows 
designers and architects alike to 
be as bold or subtle in their design 
as required. With a wide variety of 
colours and finishes, Exposa® allows 
you to shape your space to maximum 
effect – straight or curved or anything 
in between!  

If you cannot find your desired colour 
in the standard range, then RTU can 
tailor the aggregate and colour to your 
specific, individual requirements. When 
used together in one project, different 
colours of Exposa® work extremely 
well side by side to create a stunning 
effect. In addition, other materials 
such as cobble or paving stones, may 
be positioned as movement joints or 
to form a border, thus adding to the 
design options.
RTU manufactures Exposa® 
under stringent quality control 
procedures, ensuring conformity 
to the requirements of BS EN206. 
The company also recommends that 
Exposa® is installed by RTU approved 
installers in order to ensure the quality 
workmanship and attention to detail 
that is required for the product to have 
maximum aesthetic appeal.
Recent prestigious Exposa® projects 
include the award-winning Galgorm 
Resort & Spa, the 
newly re-opened 
Tropical Ravine in 
Botanic Gardens 
and the landmark 
Great Light & 
Titanic Walkway.
Shane McCauley, 
Site Foreman 
for the Tropical 
Ravine project, 
commented, “The 
RTU team is very 

professional and the technical support 
provided was invaluable. Exposa® 
is a very versatile product and works 
perfectly in the setting of the new 
Tropical Ravine. All deliveries from 
RTU arrived on time, and the use of 
the RTU conveyor lorry meant that the 
Exposa® was delivered directly into 
the upper level location with no hassle. 
I would have absolutely no hesitation 
in recommending RTU, or Exposa® 
Decorative Concrete as it is a perfect 
hard landscaping solution.”
If you would like more information 
on Exposa® Decorative Concrete, 
or would like to discuss your project 
requirements in detail, please call the 
RTU Sales Team on 028 9085 1441 or 
visit the website at www.rtu.co.uk

THE PERFECT HARD LANDSCAPING SOLUTION FOR COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL 
PROJECTS…

EXPOSA® Decorative Concrete from RTU Ltd

Galgorm Resort & Spa, Exposa Autumn Sunset. Great Light & Titanic Walkway, Exposa Pavilion Grey 00.

Residential Project Sketrick Island, Exposa Amber Beach 01.

“With a natural aggregate finish, 

Exposa® has the durability and 

structural integrity of concrete.”
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RSUA

One of the world’s 
leading architects 
from world-renowned 

design practice, Zaha Hadid 
Architects, visited Belfast in 
May to talk about his and the 
practice’s work and to illustrate 
how much more our built 
environment can contribute to 
society when design excellence 
is to the fore.
This is the second Building 
Inspiration Lecture organised by 
RSUA in partnership with ARUP.  
The series attracts speakers with 
a global reputation to Belfast 
to debate issues of cultural 
importance and this year’s 
lecture was delivered by Jim 
Heverin to a record attendance 
of almost 300 at the Waterfront 
Hall. 
Jim, originally from Ireland, 
is one of the four directors at 
Zaha Hadid Architects. The 
practice has been awarded 
the UK’s highest accolade 
for architecture, the RIBA 
Stirling Prize, on two occasions 
and grew to international 
prominence under its founder, 
Dame Zaha Hadid who died 
suddenly in 2016.
Speaking after the event Joan 
McCoy, President of RSUA, 
said, “The work of Zaha Hadid 
Architects reminds us all of the 
full potential of architecture 
to bring added value. Our 
buildings are so important to 
society and they are typically 
with us for generations, but it 
is all too easy for short term 
factors to drive clients toward 
mediocrity. 
“The message from this lecture 

to everyone is that we must 
continue to raise our aspirations 
in Northern Ireland and work 
hard to create the conditions that 
support design quality.”
Jim Heverin, Director at Zaha 
Hadid Architects, stated, 
“Architecture is about people 
and we believe that society 
benefits from good design. 
Architects influence how we 
experience the world around 
us through the buildings we 
live, work and play in; the role 
of the designer is to create 
inclusive spaces and to think how 
architecture as a discipline can 
be supportive in tackling wider 
social challenges.”
Cormac Deavy, Director, Arup, 
added, “When buildings are well 
designed they are capable of 
delighting us, inspiring us, and 
supporting our wellbeing. It is 

powerful outcomes like these 
that Arup’s building engineers 
seek to deliver by working 
collaboratively with architects, 
property owners and developers. 
“We are pleased to support 
RSUA’s Building Inspiration 
Lecture, not least because of our 
Arup and Zaha Hadid Architect’s 
shared history of working 
together to create some of the 
most world’s exciting buildings”
For more information on the 
RSUA, telephone 
028 9032 3760, 
e-mail info@rsua.org.uk or 
visit www.rsua.org.uk 

RECORD ATTENDANCE AT THE POPULAR LECTURE ORGANISED BY THE RSUA, IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH ARUP…

Zaha Hadid Architects brings Building 
Inspiration to Belfast

FIND OUT
THE RSUA DESIGN 
AWARD WINNERS 

ON PAGES
14-17

“Architecture is about 
people and we believe 
that society benefits 
from good design.”

Pictured at the Building Inspiration Lecture are (from left) Cormac Deavy (Director at Arup) with speaker Jim Heverin 
(Director at Zaha Hadid Architects) alongside Joan McCoy (RSUA President), Paul Crowe (RSUA Immediate Past President) 
and Paul Johnston (Director at Arup).
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A GRADE A PERFORMANCE FROM THE TEAM INVOLVED IN THE EXTENSION AT THIS 
WELL-RESPECTED SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS SCHOOL… g

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Ceara School, Lurgan
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severe learning difficulties and/
or emotional difficulties and/
or physical difficulties and/or 
medical complications. Like most 
special schools, it has a pre-
school section, a primary section 
and a post-primary section, and 
children attending the school 
are aged from three years to 
nineteen years old. 
The recent addition of five new 
classrooms and a music room has 
provided valuable resources for 
the school, with a new corridor 
linking the new extension with 
the existing facilities. Work is set 
to be completed in the summer 
to provide a new play area for 
the school.
The project was carried out on a 

Education projects have 
become a specialist 
subject for Ganson with 

the company’s recent work 
at Ceara School in Lurgan the 
latest example of this Grade A 
performance.
The impressive extension at 
Sloan Street complex in Lurgan 
adds an important addition to 
the special educational needs 
school and has boosted the 
resources for both staff and 
pupils. 
It adds to the company’s growing 
success in education projects, 
with St Bronagh’s Primary School 
in Rostrevor recently named 
as Northern Ireland’s Building 
of the Year and winner of the 

prestigious Liam McCormick Prize 
at the RSUA Design Awards 2018. 
Conrad Muldoon, Contracts 
Manager at Ganson worked on 
both the St Bronagh’s PS and 
Ceara School projects.
“We have a really strong 
reputation for our work on 
education projects and we 
are delighted to see the St 
Bronagh’s PS job recognised 
with this prestigious award,” he 
said. “Ceara School was another 
project that we’re delighted to be 
involved in and it is great to see 
the pupils already in and enjoying 
the new classrooms.”
Ceara School caters for the 
educational, social and emotional 
needs of children who have 

GANSON IS AGAIN TOP OF THE CLASS WITH ITS SPECIALIST SUBJECT…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“We have a really strong reputation for 
our work on education projects.”
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forward to building on that 
relationship.”
Recent contract awards at 
Queen’s University, Belfast, has 
added to an impressive education 
project portfolio for Ganson that 
covers every level from nursery 
schools through to third level 
education. 
Ganson offers a full range of 
construction services including 
management contracting, 
design and build partnerships in 
addition to traditional building 
arrangements. 

live environment, with Ganson 
working closely with the school 
to ensure disruption was kept 
to a minimum – a factor that 
highlighted the company’s 
forward-thinking approach.
“We like to promote a strong 
working relationship with the 
client and that starts before we 
get on site,” explained Conrad. 
“At Ceara we were able to gain 
access from the rear of the site, 
which meant that we could keep 
the front of the school running 
as normal.
“After that, it was a matter 
of working with the principal 
regarding any noise issues or 
anything else that may impact 
on the pupils and staff. This 
is essential on any job, but 
on one where you may affect 
pupils who have special needs 
requirements, it was even more 
important. We held regular 
meetings and there was a lot of 

communication and it all ran very 
smoothly.”
That partnership approach was 
evident throughout the project 
team. 
“There was a lot of specialist 
work required for the roof and 
we had the normal demands of 
co-ordinating sub-contractors 
on site. The biggest challenge 
was to meet the stringent air-
tightness requirements, but 
thanks to the attention to detail 
we put into every job we were 
able to achieve this.”
The partnership approach 
with the architect, Robinson 
McIlwaine Architects LLP (RMI), 
has also proved to be successful.
“We enjoyed working with the 
team at RMI and they made 
our job a lot easier. We’ve now 
appointed them as the architect 
as part of the design and build 
project for St Ronan’s College, 
Lurgan, and we’re looking 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Ganson UK Ltd, Clarmont Avenue, Castlewellan, 
Co Down, BT31 9BX. T: 028437 71022) – E: info@gansonuk.co.uk
www.gansonuk.co.uk
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Client: Education Authority 
NI Southern Region
Main Contractor: Ganson UK Ltd
Architect: Robinson McIlwaine 
Architects LLP (RMI)
Civil Engineer: Design ID 
Consultancy

PROJECT TEAM...
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

Bann Architectural Systems Ltd, 
81 Halfway Road, 
Banbridge, BT32 4HB. 
T: 028 9269 8855
E: info@bann-systems.co.uk
www.bannarchitectural.co.uk

and makes life so much easier 
for contractors.”
From fabrication to 
installation, Bann 
Architectural Systems 
Ltd provides a measuring 
service, free estimates, and 
the complete supply and 
fitting for both the domestic 
and commercial sectors. The 
company’s product range includes 
window systems, doors, curtain 
walling, shopfronts, roof-glazing, 
patio and bi-fold doors, while 
Bann Architectural Systems is 
also authorised fabricators of the 
Metal Technology and APS suite 
of profiles, a well-established local 
systems supplier.

Bann Architectural Systems 
prides itself on delivering 
bespoke solutions for each 

project, and this was highlighted 
during the company’s involvement 
at Ceara School in Lurgan.
The company manufactured and 
supplied all the aluminium doors 
and windows for the extension 
to the school, with the bespoke 
solutions manufactured to exact 
specifications at their state-of-the-
art facilities in Banbridge.
Kyle Bowman, Director, said, “With 
the focus on projects being all 
about delivery and efficiency, we 
have developed our systems to 
meet these demands. This speeds 
up the construction process on site 

BANN ARCHITECTURAL SYSTEMS 
PROVIDES A BESPOKE APPROACH 
THAT IS TOP OF THE CLASS...

WINDOWS AND DOORS

L.A. Limited, 12 Charlestown 
Avenue, Portadown, BT63 5ZF
T: 028 3835 0070
E: info@laltd.org 
W: www.la-team.com
www.la-team.com

orientation 
to attain 
the desired 
architectural 
design.
This high 
level of 
expertise is 
indicative of the high standards 
regularly delivered by L.A. 
Limited. The company holds 
NFRC, Construction Line, ISO 
9001, Safe T Cert and NVIRO 
Cert accreditations, working 
across Northern Ireland to 
provide cladding, roof glazing, 
construction and maintenance 
services on a wide range of 
projects.

The impressive Kalzip 
standing seam roof at the 
extension of Ceara School 

in Lurgan was completed by L.A. 
Limited.
The roof was completed using 
Kalzip 65/400 profile external 
aluminium sheet and incorporated 
E Clip technology to achieve 
a high standard of thermal 
insulation.
A detailed CAD design was 
essential for the success of this 
project and was combined with 
skilled on-site TIG welding. This 
allowed a varied and complicated 
roof geometry to be achieved 
that included varying roof 
slope angles and varying sheet 

L.A. LIMITED COMBINE PERFECT 
PLANNING WITH ON-SITE 
EXPERTISE…

ROOFING
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NEWS

  FK Lowry Piling has completed work 
on a £2.7m contract on the west section 
of the Thames Tideway Tunnel, to deliver 
ground engineering solutions at the 
Carnwath Road Riverside work site in 
South West London.
FK Lowry Piling installed 91 linear metres 
of hard/firm secant bored pile walls with 
880mm diameter temporary casings to 
form a 30m diameter shaft for the west 
section’s main tunnel drive. 
The secant bored pile walls were 
designed and installed to create a water 
‘cut-off’ into the underlying London Clay 
to allow the construction of a 50-metre-
deep main launch shaft for the tunnel 
boring machine.
As well as the main shaft, FK Lowry Piling 
also installed a range of CFA and Rotary 
Bored piles ranging from 750mm, 900mm 
and 1180mm diameter with 2 No. dual 
purpose Soilmec SR-75 and SR-95 Piling 
Rigs.  Both, with the latest Tier IV Engines 
that adhered to latest engine emissions 
standards to EU Directive 97/68/EC.
David Brown, Section Manager for 
the Carnwath Road Riverside site, 
commented, “FK Lowry completed 
technically challenging works on a very 
constrained site at Carnwath Rd, safely 
and to a high standard.  They’re a 
thoroughly professional company who 
produce high quality work.”
For more information on FK Lowry 
Piling, telephone 028 9055 6720.

  HLM, a leading design 
and architecture company 
with studios in Belfast, 
has been shortlisted in 
the Employer of the Year 
category at he prestigious 
Architects Journal AJ100 
Awards 2018.
HLM is leading the design 
of the new Service Support 

Centre for the Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue Service in Belfast which is due 
to complete in August this year. The company is also continuing design work 
at Altnagelvin Area Hospital in Derry. HLM has successfully designed multiple 
projects across the site over the last 17 years, with the New North Wing and 
A&E Theatres presently under construction.
For more information on HLM, telephone 028 9044 5700 or visit the 
website at www.hlmarchitects.com 

worked with Lush for many years 
throughout the UK, it’s good to 
be able to showcase our work for 
this brand, and our expertise, in 
Northern Ireland.”
This Lush project follows on from 
McCue’s work on the award-winning 
London flagship shop on Oxford 
Street. That project went on to win 
Interior of the Year and Non Food 
Design of the Year at the UK Retail 
Week Interior Awards. 
For more information on McCue 
Crafted Fit, telephone 028 9332 
9000 or visit the website at 
www.mccuefit.com 

  Carrickfergus-based McCue 
Crafted Fit has been awarded the fit 
out contract of the new Lush shop in 
Belfast’s city centre. 
The handmade cosmetics giant is 
relocating to bigger premises and 
will see it become the brand’s largest 
shop in Northern Ireland. Work on the 
10-week project commenced in May 
week and will see the Castle Lane 
site, which is adjacent to the brand’s 
current premises, transformed into a 
fresh new store that will be in keeping 
with Lush’s sustainability guidelines. 
Managing Director of McCue Crafted 
Fit, Les McCracken, said, “Having 

FK LOWRY PILING TURNS 
THE TIDE

LUSH CONTRACT FOR McCUE

HLM SHORTLISTED FOR PRESTIGIOUS 
INDUSTRY AWARD

McCue Crafted Fit is carrying out work at a new flagship store for Lush in Belfast.
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aluminium and frameless/structural 
glazing.
This attention-to-detail is delivered 
across every aspect of Glassmarque’s 
work. The skilled team has the 
technical knowledge and experience 
to advise on the best design and 
specification for your project, no 
matter how unique or challenging 
it is and is currently working on the 
prestigious renovation of heritage 
bronze and zinc windows at the facade 
of the Lanyon Building, Queen’s 
University Belfast.  

As specialists in commercial and 
residential glazing, heritage 
window and stained glass 

restoration, Glassmarque delivers high 
standards.
The family-run business has over 25 
years’ experience in the industry and 
is the only Northern Ireland company 
with both an aluminium department 
and a restoration/stained glass 
department in-house. The range of 
services offered by the expert team at 
Glassmarque includes:

•	 Restoration	of	stained	glass	and			
 leaded glass
•	 Renovation	of	metal	window	frames
•	 Replacement	of	heritage	steel		 	
 windows
•	 Replacement	of	aluminium	windows	
 and doors
•	 Installation	of	frameless	glass		 	
 screens and doors, secondary 
 glazing and window protection   
 systems

While the company utilises the best 
products on the market, it is the 
experience of Glassmarque’s skilled 
and knowledgeable team that is the 
reason behind its success, particularly 
when working on heritage and 
ecclesiastical projects.
As the only local company able 

to restore heritage glass and to 
manufacture and fit aluminium 
framed glazing for the same project, 
Glassmarque has extensive experience 
in restoring and repairing antique 
windows, stained or leaded glass and 
metal frames and is a member of the 
National Churches Trust.
The company’s fitters are experts in 
installing to stone, brick and listed 
buildings, with window installation 
often followed by fitting Glassmarque’s 
bespoke Protection system to conserve 
the windows for future generations and/
or secondary glazing to decrease heat 
loss and noise.
Alongside the restoration and 
renovation of heritage and ecclesiastic 
glass, Glassmarque also specialises 
in commercial aluminium, residential 

Professional, 
expert 
service from 
Glassmarque 

Glassmarque, 13 Hill Street, Dunmurry, Belfast, BT17 0AD
T: 028 9030 1946

www.glassmarque.com
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across the elevations. Stone window 
surrounds, mullions, and tracery have 
deteriorated and this has had an 
impact on the metal lattice windows, 
resulting in rain penetration to the 
fabric of the building.
“All the work has to be carried 
out while minimising the impact 
on students, staff and visitors to 
Queen’s University. Initial surveys and 
investigations began on the scheme in 
December 2016 and the project is now 
currently on site with completion due 
in 2019.”
John concluded, “We have worked 
extensively on projects across the 
Queen’s University campus but the 
iconic nature of the Lanyon Building 
makes this a particularly special 
project.”

When it comes to restoration 
and heritage work, the 
principles of maximum 

retention with minimum intervention 
are to the fore, and that view is central 
to the work of Consarc Conservation.
The current restoration project at the 
Lanyon Building Queen’s University 
epitomises this. Set within the Queen’s 
Conservation Area, it was designed 
by architect Charles Lanyon and 
constructed between 1846 and 1849. 
The Lanyon Building represents the 
face of the Queen’s University both 
nationally and internationally and 
possesses an iconic status appearing on 
branding, tourism literature, websites 
and banknotes. However, maintaining 
the building has been an ongoing 
challenge for the University Estates 
Directorate, and this project represents 
their commitment, as custodians, to 
the care of such an important listed 
building within their estate.
John Savage, who is leading Consarc’s 
team on the Lanyon restoration project, 
commented, “Given the significance of 
the building, the restoration works form 
part of a continuing phased process 
to prevent further deterioration and 
preserve and restore the building for 
future generations.
“The Lanyon Building is architecturally 
complex with extensive decorative 

stone detailing in the form of 
pinnacles, finials and crenelated 
balustrades. Due to previous remedial 
works, interventions, variations 
in material and weathering, the 
stonework presents a patchwork 
in various conditions ranging from 
relatively pristine to severely decayed 
right across the west, north and south 
elevations. 
“The condition of the brickwork is 
equally variable, although brick in 
the most fragile condition is mostly 
concentrated at the lower levels. Here, 
prolonged exposure to damp due to 
defective rainwater goods, coupled 
with the presence of salts, has resulted 
in significant deterioration. 
“In addition to the brickwork, we have 
been restoring the lattice windows 

Degrees of 
success for 
Consarc 
Conservation at 
Queen’s Lanyon 
Building

Consarc Conservation, The Gas Office, 4 Cromac Quay, 
Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7 2JD. T: 028 9082 8400
www.consarc-design.co.uk

BUILDING AND RENOVATION WITHIN THE HERITAGE & ECCLESIASTICAL SECTORS

Work by Consarc Conservation is ongoing at the Lanyon Building.
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Tropical work for S.McConnell & Sons 
pediment on the gable wall received 
due care and attention, with repairs to 
each element and the stringcourses. 
“We are delighted to be involved 
in the restoration of another iconic 
building in Belfast,” said Paul Morris, 
Contracts Manager at S.MConnell & 
Sons. “It is a unique building and we 
worked closely with the architect to 
ensure that we could sympathetically 
restore this beautiful facility.”

For more information 
S.McConnell & Sons, 
telephone 028 4176 3717, 
e-mail info@smcconnellandsons.com 
www.smcconnellandsons.com 

One of the key aspects of 
the £3.8million restoration 
of the Tropical Ravine in 

Belfast was to return the building 
to how the Victorians designed the 
original back in 1887 and the expert 
team at S.McConnell & Sons played 
a key role in this.
The Listed building, which dates 
back to 1887, has been restored 
with many of its original Victorian 
features reinstated and preserved.
The stonework specialists repointed 
all the distinctive brickwork, both 
internally and externally, in what was 
a straightforward yet sizeable job. In 
addition, the red sandstone window 
cills and the brick archways and 
keystones around the windows were 
all repaired, restored or replaced, as 
necessary. The windows and stone 

• Stone Cutting
• Stone Profiling
• CNC Stone Carving

• Hand Carving
• Polishing
• Stone Maintenance

Tropical Ravine, Botanic Gardens, Belfast.

SPECIALISTS IN NATURAL STONE FOR HERITAGE, RESTORATION AND NEW BUILD PROJECTS

S McConnell & Sons Ltd, 184 Carrigenagh Road, 
Kilkeel, Co Down, BT34 4QA
T: 028 4176 3717 - E: info@smcconnellandsons.com
www.smcconnellandsons.com

BUILDING AND RENOVATION WITHIN THE HERITAGE & ECCLESIASTICAL SECTORS
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Architecture has reconfigured and 
reimagined the internal space to 
create flexible layout options.
The practical yet flexible approach 
is perfectly illustrated by the south 
transcept. This area has been subtly 
separated off from the rest of the 
church by a striking full height planar 
wall. This space has its own heating 
and can be used as a meeting room 
while, during the service, it is perfect 
for families with young children who 
are able to follow the service through 
the new AV system without worrying 
about disturbing others.
“We enjoy the challenge of retaining 
the historical aspects of a church 
while ensuring they can offer a 
modern outlook,” concluded Des.

With so many churches 
trying to find the balance 
between historical 

buildings and modern needs, Des 
Cairns Architecture has developed 
a reputation within the ecclesiastical 
sector of understanding these unique 
requirements.
With an impressive list of 
conservation projects to its name, 
Des Cairns Architecture boasts wide-
ranging experience in heritage and 
restoration, including work on a mix 
of Listed buildings, including Grade 
A, Grade B and Grade B+.
“We enjoy the challenge of 
understanding the historical 
significance of a building and 
combining that with a practical 
approach to create functional, 
flexible spaces that allow churches 
to develop and move forward,” 
commented Des, who holds full 
Conservation Accreditation. “At all 
times, we adhere to the conservation 
principles of minimum intervention 
and maximum retention. However, 
this doesn’t mean that we can’t be 
inventive.”
Central to the designs of Des Cairns 
Architecture are flexible, internal 
layouts that make this architecturally 
important buildings more accessible. 
This includes, where appropriate, 

modern style seating that replaces 
traditional pews, the growing 
café style layout that requires the 
introduction of a coffee dock, not to 
mention the sympathetic inclusion 
of heating as well as audio-visual 
technology.
Work at Lisburn Cathedral, St 
Stephen’s, Millfield and, most recently, 
The Holy and Undivided Trinity Parish 
Church in Magheralin, all showcase 
this approach.
The work in Magheralin has 
transformed a church that has been 
part of the local landscape, in its 
current form, since 1890. While the 
building is high Victorian in character 
– something that has been lovingly 
restored and retained – Des Cairns 

Forward
thinking 
restorations 
from 
Des Cairns 
Architecture 

BUILDING AND RENOVATION WITHIN THE HERITAGE & ECCLESIASTICAL SECTORS

Des Cairns Architecture, Fisherman’s Cottage 31 Lough Road, 
Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn, BT28 2JY. T: 028 9442 2660 
E: des@descairns.com - www.descairns.com 
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focus on
OUR ROOFING AND CLADDING FEATURE RANGES 

FROM INSULATED ROOF AND ARCHITECTURAL 
WALL PANELS AND TIMBER PACKAGES TO 

WINDOWS AND LEAD ALTERNATIVES…

Roofing and Cladding
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ROOFING AND CLADDING

MANUFACTURERS - RILCO

aesthetic finishes, coatings 
and colour throughout a wide 
range of external profiles. 
Roof decks also make 
up part of the Joris Ide 
portfolio along with single 
skin profiles. Every possible 
variation and requirement is 
catered for by the company’s 
extensive product range. 
All products from Joris Ide 
are CE marked, comply 
with the CPR and are 
manufactured to quality 
management systems 
accredited to BS EN 
9001:2008.
For more information on 
Joris Ide and the 
Rilco product range, 
contact Christos 
Michaelides, on 
00353 1 8015690 or 
00353 86 023 8138 or visit 
www.rilco.ie

Customers of all sizes, 
from small and large 
contractors, steel 

erectors and roofers to 
waterproofers, rainscreen 
specialists and farmers, can 
be sure of getting the right 
product for the job from Joris 
Ide. For easy installation and 
excellent thermal insulation, 
Joris Ide insulated panelling 
is indispensable in industrial 
and agricultural surroundings. 
The company prides itself 
on its ability to listen to the 
customer and its longevity 
– for 30 years, Joris Ide 
has positioned itself on the 
market of building cladding. 
The company’s product 
range includes insulated roof 
panels, architectural wall 
panels, single skin profiles, 
roof decks, galvanised 
purlins, profiles and 

accessories. 
Roof panels include the JI 
Roof 1000 LPCB certified 
Trapezoidal Insulated Roof 
Panel which is used for 
pitched roofs or horizontal 
and vertical wall application 
and an external insulated 
cladding panel for industrial, 
commercial and public 
buildings. 
Due to its metal inner and 
outer sheet, it combines 
thermal resistance with big 
spans. 
JI Metal rooftiles are a great 
alternative to conventional 
tiles in new construction 
or renovation of old roofs 
while the JI Wall 1000 SF 
(insulated wall panel) allows 
for an architectural solution 
by combining the horizontal 
or vertical placed panels 
with accessories in different 

ONE OF THE LARGEST EUROPEAN MANUFACTURES OF INSULATED ROOF AND 
ARCHITECTURAL WALL PANEL SYSTEMS, JORIS IDE PROVIDES CONSTRUCTIVE SOLUTIONS 
FOR PROJECTS ACROSS A VARIETY OF SECTORS…

GET INSULATED WITH JORIS IDE

Christos Michaelides, Rilco Sales 
Manager for Northern Ireland.

“Every possible 
variation and 
requirement is 
catered for by the 
company’s extensive 
product range.”
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Described as a new 
generation of lead 
alternative, Leadax meets 

all the requirements of the 
construction professional. The 
product is easy to use and is also 
easier on the pocket than the 
traditional version. From cavity walls 
to chimneys, Leadax is used and 
processed in exactly the same way 
as lead, with no compromise.
With extensive experience in the 
production of lead alternatives, 
Leadax has developed a product 
that matches the unique 
characteristics of original lead. 
The basic raw material is recycled 
PVB – the foil that is used in 
laminated glass (e.g. car windows 
or safety glass). Independent tests 
have shown that Leadax has the 
same waterproofing properties as 
traditional lead and can be applied 
by hand in even the most extreme 
weather conditions. It is available 
in longer roll lengths (6 and 12m) 
and widths, allowing for a rapid 
install time and comes in lead grey 
as standard although black, roof tile 
red, copper and other colours are 
available on request. Leadax also 
leaves no staining on roof tiles and 
is guaranteed to last for 20 years. 

Leadax is ideal for use as a water 
barrier in (cavity) walls and under 
casings. It can also be used at the 
intersection between chimney 
bases and roof tiles and at 
chimney flashings to provide a 
water barrier. According to IKO, 
the product can also be applied to 
the base of dormers and skylights 
as a waterproofing layer at the 
joint between dormer side walls 
and tiled roofs. It is also ideal 
for use as a prefab element; it 
reduces the time required for 
installation and manufacturing and 
there is no risk of construction 
errors.
Distributed by IKO, Leadax is also 
cheaper to buy than traditional 
lead and because the product is 
faster to install, installation costs 
are also lower. Unlike traditional 
water-resistant materials, 
Leadax does not contain any 
heavy metals. The product also 
boasts the same natural look as 
traditional sheet lead, without 
leaving any staining on roof tiles 
or masonry. Leadax has been 
certified by both BBA and KIWA.
T: 00353 (0)1 88 55 090 
E: info@leadax.ie
W: www.iko.ie

ROOFING AND CLADDING

DISTRIBUTOR - IKO

“Leadax leaves no staining on 
roof tiles and is guaranteed to 

last for 20 years.”

THE FIRST LEAD 
ALTERNATIVE WITH 
THE SAME PROPERTIES 
AS TRADITIONAL LEAD, 
LEADAX IS CHEAPER, 
FASTER TO INSTALL 
AND CONTAINS NO 
HEAVY METALS...

LEADAX -
the new lead



ROOFING AND CLADDING
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Haldane Fisher, Shepherd’s Way, Carnbane, Newry, Co Down, BT35 6QQ. 
T: 028 3026 3201
www.haldane-fisher.com

With a range that 
includes off-the-
shelf products 

alongside bespoke 
solutions, Haldane Fisher 
has an unrivalled reputation 
as a timber specialist. 
The leading builders’ 
merchants has a specialist 
timber division that has 
been in place since the 
company was formed in 
1946, and the company 
continues to take projects 
to new heights thanks to a 
dedicated range of roofing 
products.
It is its manufacturing 
expertise that sets Haldane 
Fisher apart, and continued 
significant investment in 
the company’s sawmills has enhanced 
this further. Using the latest milling 
techniques to deliver bespoke, detailed 
finishes, the sawmills machine both 
softwood and hardwood timber to 
deliver a vast array of products. These 
include timber treatment, I-Joists, Posi-
Joists, Glulam, skirting, architraves and 
doors, amongst others. 
This extensive product range can be 
sourced through any Haldane Fisher 
branches in Northern Ireland, England 
 or the Isle of Man – a fact that has 
benefitted the growing number of 
customers working across the UK and 
Ireland. 
Haldane Fisher’s engineered timber 
department designs and manufactures 
roof trusses, I-Joists and Posi-Joists.  
This pre-fabricated timber roof solution 
helps to reduce labour time and the 

portfolio has been enhanced by the 
addition of I-Joists and Posi-Joists. 
The company’s array of panel products 
includes Egger Protect - a chipboard 
panel faced with resin-coated paper 
which, when combined with Haldane 
Fisher’s I-Joists and Posi-Joists, give 
a comprehensive CoC certified and 
low-carbon flooring solution that is 
protected from the elements for up to 
42 days during construction. 
This is part of a comprehensive product 
range from the timber specialists that 
also includes an extensive stock of 
construction timber, incorporating the 
dimensions and lengths required for 
modern-day building; both softwood 
and hardwood machined timber 
created in the company’s specialist 
sawmills; treated timber; and solid, 
engineered and laminate flooring in 

a range of thicknesses and finishes 
suitable for domestic and industrial 
applications. 
The breadth of Haldane Fisher’s timber 
portfolio is matched by the diversity of 
its customers, who range from builders 
of all sizes to serious DIYers and self-
builders. Every customer, however, 
receives the same high standards of 
service from the experienced team. 
This includes advice and guidance on 
projects of every size. 
While it is easy for a company to state 
that its products are of the highest 
quality, Haldane Fisher can prove it. 
Accreditations highlight the company’s 
overall commitment to quality and 
also to delivering sustainable and 
environmentally-friendly timber 
solutions, with many products offering 
FSC and PEFC certification.

THE TIMBER SPECIALISTS CONTINUE TO INVEST IN THE LATEST EQUIPMENT TO PROVIDE 
BESPOKE SOLUTIONS FOR ROOFING AND OTHER TIMBER REQUIREMENTS…

Haldane Fisher offers a complete timber package

ROOFING AND CLADDING

MANUFACTURER AND SUPPLIER - HALDANE FISHER
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Keylite continues 
to improve its 
extensive product 

range, with some of the 
latest developments 
including:

SOLAR POWERED 
PVC RANGE 
The Keylite Polar White 
PVC Roof Window range 
combines innovative 
design with the latest in 
material technology and 
precision manufacturing. 
No other roof window 
provides Keylite’s 
unique innovations 
for faster fitting, 
energy efficiency and 
easy maintenance as 
standard.
Now, in a further 
development of the 
product, the Polar PVC 
Centre Pivot range is 
available with energy 
efficient solar powered 
operation, making fresh 
air on demand available 
in every location.  With 
no requirement for 
mains electricity, the 

powered options.
Available in pine, white 
or PVC, the new dormer 
system brings all the easy 
fitting benefits of the 
Keylite range, including 
pre-fitted brackets, easy 
sash features as well as 
the pre-installed thermal 
collar for increased 
energy efficiency.  With 
a more straightforward 
installation process than 
the traditional dormer 
roof, Keylite’s new system 
brings as many benefits 
for the installer as for the 
home-owner.

ROOF LANTERN
Ideal for flat roof 
extensions, the elegant 
Keylite Roof Lantern 
facilitates daylighting 
on a grand scale. The 
slimline, thermally broken 
aluminium frame is just 
57mm wide, providing 
a classic look to the 
lantern. Every aspect 
has been designed 
to maximise energy 
efficiency in conjunction 

Solar roof window 
harvests solar energy, 
which is retained in the 
window’s battery system, 
enabling operation day 
or night.  This provides 
an easier installation 
process and, coupled 
with the wipe-clean 
and maintenance free 
exterior of the Polar 
PVC window, makes 
Solar roof windows an 
attractive proposition for 
house builders.

DORMER SYSTEM 
The new Keylite 
Dormer system is a 
dramatic alternative to 
a traditional dormer 
roof, bringing many of 
the same advantages 
in terms of space 
and head room but 
adding visual impact. 
The Keylite Dormer 
can transmit more 
than three times the 
daylight and is available 
in a configuration of 
4 or 6 roof windows, 
with electric and solar 

with the lantern’s high-performance 
glazing options, delivering excellent 
U-Values from 1.2W/m2.K. The Keylite 
Roof Lantern is designed with the installer 
in mind, with a variety of features to 
provide a quick, straightforward and 
intuitive installation process. With pre-
drilled eaves beams, an all-in-one glazing 
retainer, clip fit caps and no need for 
additional sealant, installation is smooth 
and hassle free. The result is a beautifully 
elegant product which will impress any 
homeowner wanting an impressive 
addition to a flat roof extension.

EVERY NEW PRODUCT RETAINS KEYLITE’S EASY-TO-INSTALL FEATURES…

WINDOWS

New high performance daylight 
options from Keylite

‘I switched to Keylite 
roof windows 
because they are so 
easy to install.  As 
time on site is so 
precious, the easy 
fitting features such 
as pre-fitted brackets 
and pre-insulated 

thermal collars are ideal.  The new 
Polar window is a further upgrade as it 
simply wipes clean onsite without any 
fuss.  I’ve made the switch to Keylite 
and I won’t be going back.’
David Cox, Cox Contracts

WHY I SWITCHED
TO KEYLITE

Solar powered PVC range. Dormer System. Roof Lantern.
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“Titanic Quarter is a modern environment 
showcasing the best of 21st Century design.”

unique maritime heritage. This modern 
environment showcases the best of 
21st Century design.
The Gateway Offices, located at 
the entrance to Titanic Quarter, are 
a template for our Grade A Office 
developments. Planning permission has 
now been secured for almost 1million 
sqft of Grade A Office accommodation. 
Our next commercial office project, 
Olympic House, with an investment of 
£28.5m, will offer 148,000sqft of quality 
Grade A office accommodation and up 
to 2,100 jobs.  
Our landmark residential development, 
the ARC, is now home to over 1,000 
people and is one of Belfast’s most 
sought-after locations. While Titanic 
Quarter, along with key partners, has 
pioneered the Northern Ireland filming 
industry that pumps an estimated 

I’ve always been intrigued with the 
built environment and how this 
influences human behaviour. It’s 

something which fascinates me. A visit 
to London in my early teens ignited 
a passion to be involved in creating 
interesting spaces people interact with. 
I developed my technical competencies 
by completing ONC and HNC Building 
Studies courses on a part-time basis 
whilst developing my design knowledge 
working within architectural, building 
and consultancy practices in Mid-Ulster 
as an architectural technician. This was 
a great introduction to the construction 
industry, in terms of both practical and 
academic experience, and all during the 
transitional change from rotary pens to 
CAD (yes, my age is now showing!).
I furthered my academic credentials 
through Ulster University’s Construction, 

Engineering & Management degree 
course, again through part-time studies, 
before joining Titanic Quarter Limited 
as a Project Manager. Given the scale 
of activity already delivered within 
Titanic Quarter, one of Europe’s largest 
waterfront regeneration projects, it’s 
sometimes easy for me to forget that 
the area was no more than an expansive 
brownfield site when I was appointed in 
2007.  
Titanic Quarter’s ambition to reshape 
and re-invigorate this part of Belfast is 
something which continually enthuses, 
inspires and motivates me. Titanic 
Quarter’s completed projects have 
transformed Belfast’s skyline whilst 
adding to the economic vibrancy and 
overall vitality of the city. It is a bespoke, 
flexible space and lively, inspiring 
waterfront location rooted in Belfast’s 

CIOB BELFAST HUB COMMITTEE MEMBER, PHILIP CORR, HIGHLIGHTS 
HOW DIVERSITY HAS BEEN THE KEY TO SUCCESS, BOTH IN HIS 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND AT TITANIC QUARTER…

CIOB NEWS

A job of Titanic proportions

construction
PROFESSIONAL
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Julie Fitzsimmons, CIOB Member Services and Events Coordinator 
T: 01344 630729 – M: 07760 164101 – E: jfitzsimmons@ciob.org.uk
www.ciob.org

£148million back into the local economy. 
Even when the final series of HBO’s 
Game of Thrones is completed, we will 
continue to make our mark on the film 
world.  
The nature of Titanic Quarter and my 
role means that, as a team, we need to 
constantly adapt and innovate to take 
advantage of market opportunities that 
align with our masterplan of enhancing 
Belfast’s economic, social and cultural 
offering.
One key strategic aspect to success 
is project execution planning and 
collaboration with consulting partners 
together with early contractor 
involvement to de-risk delivery stage. 
Communicating our aims, objectives 
and brief at the inception stage is a 
fundamental principle that underpins the 
business. This is crucial to our success 
whilst limiting the extent of scope creep 
with our potential tenants, occupants 
and key stakeholders. 
Our delivery strategies have been 
successful with landmark projects in the 
past and, as we take on new projects, 
they will again be vital. Looking ahead 
I have goals which I am confident will 
help me progress on both a personal 
and career level. Enrolling within an 
Executive MBA has been on my 
radar for some time, 
but with a family of 
four children, finding 
time is difficult. My 
grandfather’s advice 
– “Don’t put off until 
tomorrow what you 
can do today.” – has 
been ringing in my ears 
so I think now 
is the time.

RÍONA MAGENNIS
VICE CHAIR
A week’s work 
experience with 
Gilbert-Ash 
convinced me to 
study Construction 
Engineering and 
Management at 
University of Ulster, 
Jordanstown.
In 2010, I secured a 
placement as a Site 
Engineer with Farrans Construction 
based at the Bangor Aurora 
Aquatics Centre.This proved to 
be an invaluable experience which 
I found fascinating as a young 
student engineer. I graduated 
in June 2012 with First Class 
Honours and returned to Farrans 
to continue the Bangor project. 
Due to the downturn, I travelled to 
Perth, Western Australia, acquiring 
employment on a $2billionAUD 
healthcare project, Fiona Stanley 
Hospital. In my role as Project 
Coordinator I gained crucial 
skills; faced with the challenge of 
decommissioning departments, 
subsequent phasing of works and 
the transfer of health services.
I returned home in November 2015 
and secured employment with 
Farrans Construction, this time 
as an Assistant Project Manager 
on a £25million PCSA for the 
London Borough of Camden. 
Since my return I have been given 
the opportunity to diversify my 

Each issue of Northern Builder will focus on a member of the CIOB Belfast 
Hub Novus Group, which aims to prepare young people to be the next 
generation of construction leaders.

CIOB NEWS

NOVUS PROFILE
skill set further. I worked 
as a Site Engineer on the 
Altnagelvin North Wing 
re-development, where I 
organised a CIOB Novus 
site visit in February 2018. 
I have recently acquired 
the role of Design Manager 
on Parliament Hill School, 
London and the South Lake 
Leisure Centre, Craigavon; 
conjointly valued at 
£65million. I have hopes of 

progressing into Project and Contracts 
Management in the future.
With Farrans’ commitment to 
mentoring staff and promoting 
chartership I obtained my MCIOB 
in October 2016 and consequently 
joined the CIOB Novus group in 
November 2017. I was delighted to 
be elected as Vice Chair in May. I 
am passionate about engaging with 
other young professionals, creating 
an awareness of the opportunities 
that a career in construction will entail 
and influencing the future of the 
industry. This is a hugely rewarding 
profession - one in which you can be 
integral in a project’s evolution and 
development from ‘cradle to grave’. 
With the ever-increasing influence 
of digital technology in the industry, 
construction can only benefit from the 
input of a younger generation, and 
CIOB Novus is dedicated to achieving 
this.
If you would like to join Novus or 
co-host an event, contact Ríona at 
rmagennis@farrans.com

Philip Corr is Project Manager at Titanic Quarter Limited, 
and is also a member of the CIOB Belfast Hub. He can be 
contacted at Philip.Corr@titanicquarter.com
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Sheffield Hallam University is 
undergoing something of a 
transformation at the moment. 

A phased scheme of projects is 
revitalising the campus and creating a 
new aesthetic around the University, 
one which doesn’t undermine the 
existing buildings on campus but rather 
seamlessly blends the old with the new. 
Sheffield Hallam University’s Faculty 
of Development and Society is one 
of the most recently completed 
projects on campus. A new build of 
approximately 9,500 sqm, the brief 
to Bond Bryan Architects was to 
create a landmark building that would 
encourage innovative forms of teaching 
and learning. The idea of context was 
extremely important with this project; 
the new build would sit within the 
Cultural Industries Quarter in Sheffield 
and adjacent to the Grade II* Listed 
Butcher Works. 
The existing brick on the adjacent 
listed building was a key starting point 
for the architects when it came to the 
design. Bond Bryan decided to create a 
contemporary reflection of the brick on 
the listed building and utilised a pattern 
of projecting headers with single 
and double cant brickwork to create 
depth and address scale and massing. 
The Forterra Dark Multi Smooth 
brick was specified for its durability 
and robust qualities and also for its 
particular aesthetics which reflected the 
traditional red multi-brick appearance 
of the adjacent heritage buildings. 
Quite early in the process, Bond Ryan 

worked alongside 
Forterra to look 
at the various 
practicalities with the 
shapes that formed 
the patterned 
detailing. This 
helped the suppliers 
to manufacture the 
optimum bricks 
which would help 
to achieve the 
required appropriate 
distinction in the 
details. A notable 
feature of the brick 
is the single and 
double cant special 
shapes that form 
the diaper patterns. 
These are a slightly 
darker shade in 
order to pronounce 
the detail, a feature 
that was made 
possible by firing 
bricks independently 
in supplementary 
“shuttle” kilns 
away from the main 
“tunnel” kiln which fires the standard 
facing bricks.
The project’s brickwork is a key focal 
point of the new building, as is the 
atrium space which uses the trace 
of Brown Lane as an urban design 
driver and acts as a showcase and 
the social heart of the project. Two 
flexible teaching blocks have been 
positioned either side of the lane at a 
high level, opening out to showcase 
the educational and social facilities 
at ground level. The building was 
topped off with a unique roofscape 
and roof garden to reflect the historical 
significance of the site, thereby 
creating a ‘landmark’ within the city. 
Finally, the existing Arundel building 
has been linked to the proposed 

Charles Street building education 
departments via a bridge link. The 
result is a stunning, highly effective 
concept that reflects the new and old 
of industry. The resultant building is 
one that integrates the old with the 
new without trying to conceal the 
merits of each while creating a binding 
theme through the entire project. 
T: 028 9077 7321 
E: info@kcmb.co.uk
W: www.kcmb.co.uk

KINGSCOURT COUNTRY MANOR BRICKS HAS PROVIDED THE PERFECT AESTHETIC AT 
SHEFFIELD HALLAM UNIVERSITY...

BRICKS

Blending the old with the new

Client: Sheffield Hallam University
Architects: Bond Bryan Architects 
Contractor: Balfour Beaty
Brick: Forterra Dark Multi Smooth

Project Team...
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JSP’s EVO®5 Dualswitch™ is a 
great-value helmet on the market 
which is certified to both EN397 

and EN12492 on one certificate, with 
the ability to change between the two 
standards easily at the flick of a switch. 
This changes the retention strength of 
the helmet’s fully adjustable 4-point 
chinstrap to give conformity to either 
the Construction Helmet EN397 or the 
Climbing Helmet standard of EN12492 
for working at height.
Simply flick the switch up when working 
at ground level to give the chinstrap 
a release force between 15-25kg for 
EN397 so the helmet can release if 
snagged, or switch down to give the 
chinstrap a release force of greater 
than 50kg for EN12492 to limit the 

risk of losing the helmet in a fall from 
height. The EVO®5 safety helmet 
features an extremely robust ABS shell 
designed for superior protection and 
an easy-to-use Revolution® wheel 
ratchet with a 3D adjustment harness, 
which offers 1-2-3 point depth settings 
for a perfect fit. The distinctive five 
stripe design and the JSP shield shape 
are a registered badge of trade origin 
and internationally recognised as a 
mark of quality.
Universal attachment slots enable 
fitting of the many Surefit™ helmet 
accessories JSP offer, including safety 
visors, Sonis® ear defenders and the 
Evospec® integrated eyewear. CR2™ 
reflective material can be added to 
increase worker visibility.

The JSP’s EVO®5 Dualswitch™ is the 
perfect choice for construction workers 
or those working at height, including 
many people working in industrial 
production facilities where climbing 
for maintenance is required, such as 
petrochemical sites, gas production 
facilities, and pharmaceutical 
manufacturing sites.
For more information, e-mail Ireland 
Sales Manager, Stephen Beattie on
Stephen.beattie@jsp.co.uk, call 
078 2731 9675, or visit the website 
at www.presstocheck.com

A HELMET THAT MEETS TWO STANDARDS AT THE FLICK 
OF A SWITCH…

EVO®5 Dualswitch ™ - certified to 
EN397 and EN12492
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF AN IMPRESSIVE 
REFURBISHMENT THAT DELIVERS FUNCTIONAL 
OFFICES WITH STRONG AESTHETICS… g

Fermanagh and Omagh 
District Council Offices
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more comfortable for staff and 
members of the public.
A new lift was also installed 
within the foyer area, with 
Woodvale Construction having 
to break up the existing subfloor 
to incorporate this important 
feature that makes the building 
more accessible.
Externally, Woodvale 
Construction installed new access 
steps, curtain walling with Brise 
Soleil, new automatic sliding 
doors with door access control 
systems and external stone 
cladding. 
“We are delighted to have 
successfully completed this 
project for our local council,” 

The offices of Fermanagh 
and Omagh District 
Council are even more 

welcoming now thanks to a 
recent refurbishment carried out 
by Woodvale Construction.
The offices, based at THigh 
Street, Omagh, are a short 
drive away from Woodvale 
Construction’s head offices and, 
with local pride at stake, the 
team from the award-winning 
construction company ensured 
the highest levels of quality that 
Woodvale Construction has 
become renowned for.
The refurbishment works to 
the existing reception area of 
the council offices involved 

demolition and the breaking 
out of a number of new door 
and area openings to provide 
more effective use of the space. 
This was enhanced by a number 
of new finishes such as a new 
reception desk, new suspended 
ceiling, new carpets, tiling and 
redecoration of the reception 
area and office space.
While strong aesthetics were 
important, the focus of the work 
was to make this section of the 
building an effective working 
space. So service installations 
included new lighting, power 
and data installations as well 
as a new heat recovery and air 
conditioning system to make it 

REFURBISHMENT WORK IN OMAGH SHOWCASES HIGH LEVELS OF LOCAL 
PRIDE FOR WOODVALE CONSTRUCTION…

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR

“We worked closely with council officials to minimise 
disruption and meet health and safety demands.”

FE
RM

AN
AG

H
 A

N
D

 O
M

AG
H

 D
IS

TR
IC

T 
CO

U
N

CI
L 

O
FF

IC
ES

, O
M

AG
H



www.northernbuilder.co.uk NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE  | 79FOLLOW US ON:

approach to each and every 
job,” added Robert. “We’re 
as happy completing a 
sympathetic restoration project 
that focuses on respecting the 
history of a building through 
to an innovative new build that 
incorporates the latest industry 
innovations. Our focus, at all 
times, is to meet the needs 
of our clients and our project 
portfolio showcases the fact 
that we achieve this every 
time.”

said Robert Ewing, Woodvale 
Construction. “This was a 
project that involved working 
in offices that remained open, 
so we worked closely with 
council officials to minimise 
disruption and meet health and 
safety demands. Importantly, 
we planned every aspect of 
the project to keep the work 
on schedule as we had to meet 
a tight, four-month deadline. 
This was essential to the overall 
success of the project.”
This council project as well as the 
£8.25million Arvalee School and 
Resource Centre in Omagh, part 
of the ambitious Phase One of 
the new Strule Shared Education 
Campus, and the recently 
completed work at the new 
£6million Omagh Integrated PS 
represents further local success 
for Woodvale Construction.
However, the family-owned 

company works across Northern 
Ireland and has an impressive 
project portfolio across a 
range of sectors, including 
commercial, community, 
education, fit-out, healthcare, 
hotels, industrial, residential, 
restoration, and sport and 
leisure.
Woodvale Construction was 
established in 1980 and, from 
small beginnings, it has grown 
to become an innovative 
building contractor. The 
traditional values of reliability 
and attention to detail are 
combined with modern building 
techniques and a forward-
thinking attitude. This proven 
approach has created a high 
degree of repeat business 
and developed an enviable 
reputation within the industry.
“We’re passionate about what 
we do and take a personal 

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Woodvale Construction Ltd, 59 Crevenagh Road, Omagh, BT79 OEX
T: 028 8224 2622 – E: info@woodvaleconstruction.co.uk
www.woodvaleconstruction.co.uk
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Client: Fermanagh and Omagh 
District Council
Main contractor: Woodvale 
Construction
Electrical contractor: Loughlin 
Electrical Ltd
Mechanical contractor: Scott & 
Ewing Ltd

PROJECT TEAM...
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

Barr Bros Painting Ltd, 
76 Ashbrook, Strabane, 
BT82 9TQ
T: 07742 379369

greater North 
West area. 
With successful 
projects 
in Derry, 
Coleraine, Magherafelt, 
Maghera, Omagh and Limavady, 
the team has also worked on 
projects in Belfast, carrying 
out a wide range of domestic, 
commercial and industrial 
painting and decorating services.
This has included work for 
some leading names, including 
Melarkey & Peterson Architects, 
Woodvale Construction, 
Lourne Construction, Ballcon 
Construction, Larchwood Homes, 

Barr Bros Painting Ltd 
provided a splash of 
colour to the refurbished 

Fermanagh and Omagh District 
Council offices.
Working closely with the 
council, the expert team 
developed a colour palette to 
provide a warm welcome to 
visitors as well as a relaxing 
atmosphere for staff.
This project reflects the high 
standards of the work carried 
out by Barr Bros Painting 
Ltd. Established in 2006 by 
Steven Barr, the company has 
developed a reliable name for 
quality workmanship across the 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING BY THE 
EXPERT TEAM FROM BARR BROS 
PAINTING LTD…

PAINTING

Western Education Authorities, 
Frylite, BMW Garage Coleraine 
and JKC Garage Coleraine.
The comapny also works PMV 
woodcraft, Dungannon, on Costa 
Coffee branches across Ireland.
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Coyle Suspended Ceilings, 
81b Creggan Road, Carrickmore, 
Omagh, BT79 9BQ
T: 028 8076 0658 
E: info@coyleceilings.com

Library (also with Woodvale 
Construction), Primark, and a 
number of the entertainment 
venues in Main Street including 
Rue, Ostlers and Una Vita. 
Coyle Suspended Ceilings 
Ltd also works alongside PMV 
Woodcraft, Dungannon, on 
Costa Coffee shop fit outs across 
Ireland.
With over 25 years’ industry 
experience, the expert team at 
Coyle Suspended Ceilings installs 
all types of suspended ceilings, 
bulkheads, partition walls and 
fire protection with products 
from major manufacturers such 
as Armstrong, Ecophon, Hilti, 
British Gypsum, Lafarge and 
Knauf.

Coyle Suspended Ceilings 
demonstrated its ability 
to deliver a high quality, 

tailored and flexible service on 
this project.
The expert team installed 
suspended ceilings to the 
new reception area, including 
specialised floating acoustic 
ceilings, using products from 
the Ecophon Solo Circle 
range and Axiom KE Canopy 
floating ceilings range. The 
team also installed the internal 
compartment stud walls, 
including those to create two 
new offices. The project adds to 
a growing list of successful work 
carried out in the company’s 
local area, including Omagh 

EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE ON DISPLAY BY 
COYLE SUSPENDED CEILINGS…

SUSPENDED CEILINGS
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MOISTURE PROTECTION

Tec7 has introduced GT7 400 
with the new Cobra 2-Way 
nozzle to the already well-

established family of products. With 
a multitude of various applications, 
GT7 has been around for the last 
eight years in 200ml and 600ml 
versions and has become a firm 
favourite with trades people and 
DIY enthusiasts.
More than just a penetrating oil, the 
product is also a lubricant, cleaner, 
contact spray, protector, fights 
rust and is a water repellent. Due 
to its unique ‘Cold Shock Effect’, 
GT7 delivers an instant reaction 

when sprayed onto rust, causing 
the particles to freeze. GT7 is also a 
fantastic moisture repellent; simply 
spray the GT7 onto the working 
parts of your power tool and you 
will have instant protection against 
moisture. GT7 is also fantastic for 
loosening those stubborn bolts that 
do not want to be opened.
Spray GT7 on to the nut and bolt 
and leave it for a few minutes 
to work. Don’t worry if the bolt 
is standing upright – GT7 defies 
gravity and works its way up the 
bolt. 
W: www. tec7.ie 

TEC7 INTRODUCES GT7 400ML WITH NEW 2-WAY SPRAY NOZZLE…

“More than just a penetrating oil, the product is also 
a lubricant, cleaner, contact spray, protector, fights 
rust and is a water repellent.”

Cobra strikes with GT7 2-Way nozzle
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Tyrone-based manufacturer, 
AG, has taken the bold 
move to address the 

stigma surrounding mental health 
issues within construction by 
enrolling staff in a recent two-day 
Mental Health First Aid Training 
(MHFA) programme.  
A total of 10 managers across 
the company’s eight sites have 
taken part in the programme, 
with further plans to roll this 
training out to more employees 
in the near future; ensuring 
positive mental health advocates 
are always at hand for staff within 
AG.
The training comes on the back 
of the company’s wider Health 
and Wellbeing initiative ‘Activ8’. 
The MHFA programme teaches 
participants:

•	 	How	to	recognise	the		 	
 symptoms of mental health  
 problems

•	 How	to	provide	initial	help
•	 How	to	go	about	guiding		
 a person towards appropriate 
  professional help.

Cathy Read, HR Business 
Partner, at AG commented, 
“The link between poor mental 
health and the construction 
industry is well documented. 
From depression, anxiety 
and stress to rates of suicide, 
research has shown time after 
time that the construction 
industry is suffering in silence 
when it comes to mental health 
issues. An industry mental health 
survey in 2017 revealed that 
one in four construction workers 
have considered suicide. 
“Working within the 
construction industry, health and 
safety is always a priority, but 
mental health all too often falls 
below the radar. Through this 
programme we want to create a 

culture at AG where employees 
feel supported, valued and 
empowered to seek help for 
any issues around mental 
health.
“Our workforce is 
predominantly male which 
makes mental health first aid 
especially important. Males 
are typically less likely to seek 
out help for mental health 
issues due to the surrounding 
stigma, so we wanted to help 
staff recognise mental health 
problems and make them 
aware of the help available.”
For more information on 
AG, visit the website at 
www.ag.uk.com

MANAGERS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE MENTAL HEALTH TRAINING TO CREATE A 
SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL STAFF…

COMPANY NEWS – ACHESON GLOVER

AG STRIVES TO SHUT DOWN 
mental health stigma

Staff graduating from AG’s Mental Health First Aid training programme and collecting their certificates. Pictured (from left) are Lyle Cairns, Iain Cameron, Lauren Magee, 
Cathy Read, Nigel Tomlinson, Mark Hunter of AG.

“Through this programme we want to 
create a culture at AG where employees feel 
supported, valued and empowered to seek 
help for any issues around mental health.”





COMPANY NEWS
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The acoustic expertise of 
Saint-Gobain Ecophon is 
about much more than the 

company’s extensive product 
range. The company prides 
itself on providing a complete 
service that starts at the concept 
stage and goes right through to 
installation and maintenance. 
Saint-Gobain Ecophon develops, 
manufactures and markets 
acoustic products and systems 
that contribute to a positive 
working environment by 
enhancing people’s wellbeing and 
performance. 
The recent appointment 
of Andrew Duffy as Project 
Specification Manager for Ireland, 
epitomises the approach taken by 
the company.
Andrew joins a team headed 
up by Alan Crampton, Regional 
Manager, Scotland & Ireland, that 
also includes Siobhan McGuinness, 
Area Sales Manager for Ireland, 
and Andrew Acheson, Area Sales 
Manager for Northern Ireland. 
“I have been put through my 
paces with extensive training 
on our product range at our 
headquarters in England and 
then shadowing my colleagues,” 
Andrew Duffy explained. “But 
it all shows the real attention to 
detail that Ecophon places on 
every aspect of the business. It’s 
hugely impressive and it has given 
me the tools to go out and work 
with architects and specifiers to 
showcase our product range.”
Andrew added, “We offer a vast 
array of unique products backed 
by a high quality service. Our 
technical support includes data 
valuations such as acoustic values, 
drawings that can include BIM 

objects, as well as acoustic and 
material calculations.
“We can provide inspiration and 
advice on the best systems and 
solutions, while I will also be 
providing CPDs and seminars 
in a bid to improve industry 
standards. This level of support 
is matched on site, both during 
and after construction.”
The proof of the high levels of 
Ecophon service is reflected in 
the fact that the company has 
worked on projects for some of 
the world’s most recognisable 
blue-chip companies.
“We are focused on providing 
a tailored solution to every 
customer,” added Siobhan 
McGuinness. “Rather than 
the traditional view of 6x6 
ceiling tile, our products 
improve acoustics and match 
the aesthetic demands of the 
project.”
Alan Crampton, concluded, 
“We work closely with 
customers at every stage of 

the project. We aim to build relationships with 
architects, specifiers, contractors and end-users 
and offer a service that means these customers can 
benefit from our exceptional technical and sales 
support as well as our world-class products.”

THE RECENT APPOINTMENT OF A NEW PROJECT SPECIFICATION MANAGER REFLECTS 
THE COMPANY’S COMPLETE APPROACH…

Ecophon products + human creativity = 
ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

ALAN CRAMPTON

Regional Manager, Scotland & Ireland

T: 07979 703421

E: alan.crampton@ecophon.co.uk

SIOBHAN McGUINNESS

Area Manager, RoI

T: 00353 87 918 9149

E: siobhan.mcguinness@ecophon.ie

ANDREW ACHESON

Area Manager, NI

T: 07717 538983 

E: andrew.acheson@ecophon.co.uk

ANDREW DUFFY

Project Specification Manager, RoI

T: 00353 86 784 3722

E: andrew.duffy@ecophon.ie



The newly refurbished MacBlair 
Antrim has opened, offering 
customers greater access to an 

array of products.
The success of the Antrim branch has 
been built upon reliability and this 
investment will help to build on those 
foundations. The refurbishment includes 
a new door and floor showroom as 
well as the opening of a new MacBlair 
Plumbing trade counter and stores.
David Gill, Branch Manager, joined 
MacBlair Antrim nine months ago and 
he is delighted with how the branch has 
been performing.
“This is a strong branch and the 
refurbishment has been the result of 
communication with our customers 
about how we can improve what we 
offer,” he explained. “The feedback has 
already been positive, despite work only 
having been finished fairly recently.

“We have enjoyed growth in the 
plumbing and heating sector, so we 
have expanded what we can offer 
with the new MacBlair Plumbing 
trade counter which is strengthened 
by having a Watershed Bathrooms 
& Tiles showroom onsite. The new 
door and floor showroom is also a 
welcome addition to what we offer 
and it is somewhere the trade can use 
to send their customers to, which will 
help them make decisions on their 
refurbishment or new build projects.”
He added, “We have a varied range of 
customers and we work exceptionally 
hard to meet their requirements. The 
branch has been in operation for a 
long time and we are proud of the fact 
that we have been able to retain the 
loyalty of a strong group of customers. 
But we’re always striving to improve 
and I hope that this latest investment 

proves that we listen and react to the 
needs of our customers.”
With an expert team of highly 
experienced staff in place, MacBlair 
Antrim is well placed to look to the 
future with confidence.
“We have a great location at 
Springfarm Industrial Estate, so we 
are easily accessible and when you 
combine that with our excellent 
product range and helpful staff, we are 
confident we can deliver.”

MacBlair Antrim, 
Springfarm Industrial Estate, 
Ballymena Road, Antrim, BT41 4NY
T: 028 9448 1352
E: antrim@macblair.com
W: www.macblair.com 

RECENT REFURBISHMENT CREATES POSITIVE FEEDBACK FROM CUSTOMERS…

Investment success at MacBlair Antrim

MERCHANT NEWS
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David Gill, Branch Manager.



Belfast Rosetta
72 Knockbreda Road
Belfast  BT6 0JB
028 9064 1235

Belfast MacBlair Paint
93 York Road
Belfast  BT15 3GY
028 9075 1217 

Coleraine MacBlair Plumbing
5 Loguestown Ind Estate
Coleraine  BT52 2NS
028 7034 4422

Coleraine 
5 Loguestown Ind Estate
Coleraine  BT52 2NS
028 7034 4751

Cookstown
Sandholes Road
Cookstown  BT80 9AR
028 8676 2211

Craigavon
42A Seagoe Ind Estate
Craigavon  BT63 5QE
028 3833 5723

Downpatrick
20 Church Street
Downpatrick  BT30 6ER

028 4461 6325

Eglinton
15 Killylane Road
L’Derry  BT47 3DW
028 7181 0233

Larne
52 Circular Road
Larne  BT40 3AD
028 2827 2031

Lisburn
38 Young Street
Lisburn  BT27 5EB
028 9262 7499

L’Derry
Unit 2B Altnagelvin Ind Estate 
L’Derry  BT47 2ED
028 7134 8348

Douglas Isle of Man
Unit 5 Middle River Ind Estate 
Douglas  IM2 1AL
016 2467 1118

Antrim
Springfarm Ind Estate
Antrim  BT41 4NT
028 9448 1352

Ballymoney
24 Ballybrakes Road
Ballymoney  BT53 6LQ
028 2766 4742

Bangor
70 Balloo Road
Bangor  BT19 7PG
028 9127 1792

Belfast Boucher
4 Balmoral Road
Belfast  BT12 6QA
028 9055 1379

Belfast Duncrue
42-44 Duncrue Crescent
Belfast  BT3 9BW
028 9037 0357

Antrim

Bangor

Belfast Boucher 

Coleraine

Cookstown

Eglinton

Larne

Belfast Boucher Antrim

Bangor

Belfast Boucher

Belfast Duncrue 

Coleraine 

Cookstown

Eglinton

Larne
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NEWS

  Specialist fit-out firm, Marcon, has 
been awarded the contract for the interior 
refurbishment of the City of Derry Airport.  
The popular regional hub will undergo a 
transformation over a 4-month period which will 
enhance the airport facilities for its passengers.  
Marcon will phase the works and liaise closely 
with the project team to ensure that the airport 
is kept fully operational during the project, with 
minimal disruption to its customers.  Airside and 
landside areas of the airport will be refurbished 
including the departure lounge, baggage reclaim, 
car rental zone and staff offices. Marcon will 
manufacture all of the joinery in its specialist 
joinery workshop.
For more information on Marcon, telephone 
028 9446 1222 or visit the website at 
www.marconfitout.com

  Newly qualified members of 
RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors), the leading qualification 
when it comes to professionalism 

in land, property, construction, are 
pictured with Fiona Grant, RICS UK 
& Ireland Chair, Andy Tough FRCIS, 
Chair RICS Northern Ireland and Lynn 

Taylor, MRICS, Chair 
RICS Matrics NI.
The diplomas were 
presented to over 
20 recently qualified 
RICS members 
at a ceremony in 
the La Mon Hotel 
and Country Club, 
Belfast and Ms 
Grant praised their 

dedication and hard work in obtaining 
the qualification.
RICS accredits 125,000 qualified and 
trainee professionals around the world. 
Its members are known as chartered 
surveyors and are recognised by the 
designation after their name: MRICS 
(Member of RICS), FRICS (Fellow of 
RICS) and AssocRics (Associate of 
RICS). RICS is the global professional 
body promoting and enforcing the 
highest international standards in 
the valuation, management and 
development of land, real estate, 
construction and infrastructure.

facilities, function rooms and 
events space has also been 
added to the hotel.
Loughview Leisure Group 
Finance Director, Christopher 
Kearney, said, “We are very 
pleased to be completing such 
a significant project which will 
enhance our guests’ experience 
and help ensure that the hotel 
is at the forefront of Belfast’s 
constantly evolving visitor 
offering. Ulster Bank has been 
extremely supportive of the 
investments we are making and 
the expertise of their team has 
added real value.”

  A new spa and gym as well as 
an additional 66 bedrooms are 
being created in the latest phase 
of development at Ten Square 
Hotel in Belfast city centre.
Supported by Ulster Bank, the 
project is by Coogan & Co 
Architects and MSM Contracts. 
Loughview Leisure Group, which 
owns the hotel, is investing 
£18million with the bank’s 
backing to upgrade and expand 
the hotel, including with a newly 
opened rooftop champagne and 
cocktail bar called The Loft.
With Ulster Bank’s support, a 
business centre with conferencing 

MARCON LANDS FIT-OUT 
CONTRACT AT CITY OF 
DERRY AIRPORT

EXTENSION FOR TEN SQUARE HOTEL 

LOCAL SURVEYORS COMMENDED BY RICS HEAD

Stephen Carson, Loughview Leisure Group Operations Director; Christopher Kearney, 
Loughview Leisure Group Finance Director; Andy Tew, Relationship Manager, Ulster Bank; 
and Gordon Davidson, Relationship Director, Ulster Bank, mark news of a major investment 
package at Ten Square Hotel.

Michael Edwards, ATS Manager, City of Derry Airport; Andy Priest, 
Project Manager, Edmond Shipway; Siobhan Mcaneny, Terminal 
Services and Security Manager, City of Derry Airport; Tom Wilson, 
Accountable Manager, City of Derry Airport; and Lorcan Hegarty, 
Project Manager, Marcon Fit-Out, mark the new contract at the City of 
Derry Airport.





TIMBER FRAME
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Kilbroney Timber Frame has 
played an integral part in the 
creation of a contemporary, low 

energy home.
Located within a cluster of farm 
buildings overlooking the picturesque 
Ardglass Marina, the new home was 
designed by 2020 Architects and is the 
perfect combination of contemporary 
aesthetics and low energy technology.
Kilbroney Timber Frame supplied 
the super insulated timber frame 
that is accompanied by triple glazed 

windows and combined with SVK 
fibre cement corrugated cladding, 
supplied by Rilco, as part of the 
overall, low energy design. Features 
such as a direct air intake stove and 
a mechanical heat recovery and 
ventilation system further enhance the 
low energy credentials.
As a result, the home can now be 
heated for approximately £180-£200 
per year – that’s around 50p a day!
This type of project is part of 
the complete design through to 

installation service that Kilbroney 
Timber Frame has been delivering for 
over 30 years. 
For more information on 
Kilbroney Timber Frame, 
telephone 028 4173 9077 or e-mail  
info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

CONTEMPORARY PROJECT IN 
ARDGLASS COSTS JUST OVER 
50p PER DAY TO HEAT…

Low energy 
solutions from 
Kibroney 
Timber Frame

“The home can now be 
heated for approximately 
£180-£200 per year - that’s 
around 50p a day!”

design, plan, build
Kilbroney Timberframe Ltd, Valley Business Park, 48 Newtown Road, Rostrevor, Co. Down, BT34 3BZ.

T: 028 4173 9077 - E: info@kilbroneytimberframe.com



NI DISTRIBUTOR: C&F Quadrant, Unit 15 Abbey Business Park, 
Mill Road, Newtownabbey, County Antrim, BT36 7BA
T: 028 9036 5555 - F: 028 9036 5565 
E: Michaelc@cfquadrant.com




