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NEWS

FMB WINS MARKETING
AWARD FOR MASTER
BUILDER CAMPAIGN

Karl Jordan, Gilbert-Ash, receives his Gold Award in the Leisure Category for the Premier Inn,
Tothill Street, Westminster project.

AWARDS SUCCESS FOR CONSTRUCTION
MANAGERS AT 40TH CMYAs
A number of people from
Northern Ireland companies
have been successful at the
Construction Manager of the Year
Awards.
This is the 40th anniversary of
the awards, which are run by the
Chartered Institute of Building
(CIOB) to celebrate extraordinary
individuals who go above and
beyond to deliver buildings that
make a positive impact on the
lives of the people who use them.
The main winner from Northern
Ireland was Karl Jordan of
Gilbert-Ash who won Gold in the
Leisure Category for the Premier
Inn, Tothill Street, Westminster
project.
Silver awards were presented
to Mel McMahon from Farrans
and Eamon Laverty of McAleer &

Rushe. Mel’s award was in the
Secondary School Education
category for Phase 2 of the
Harris Academy in Tottenham,
while Eamon was recognised
in the Residential category for
Catherine House, Portsmouth.
A number of managers were
also shortlisted, including
John Campbell, McLaughlin &
Harvey, in the Primary Education
category for Roslin Primary
School; Declan Doherty, Farrans,
in the Secondary Education
category for East London Arts
and Music Academy; Jamie
Cassidy, McAleer & Rushe, in the
Offices category for 35 Chancery
Lane, London; and Aidan
McCarron, McAleer & Rushe, in
the Leisure category, for the Hub
by Premier Inn by King’s Cross.

The Federation of Master Builders (FMB)
has won the ‘Best Marketing Campaign in the
Construction, Engineering and Manufacturing
Sector’ award at the Chartered Institute of
Marketing (CIM) Ireland Awards.
Maire Nawaz, FMB Sales and Marketing Director,
said, “We are thrilled that the ‘Build better
with a Master Builder’ TV campaign has been
recognised through this prestigious award.
“The campaign was delivered as part of an
integrated marketing campaign and installed
a tactical mix of activities to reach our two key
audiences - builders and home-owners.
“The campaign clearly illustrates the unique
selling points of using Master Builders. It was
successful in terms of attracting more new
members, increasing website traffic and raising
brand awareness. It increased traffic to FMB’s
‘Find a Builder’ service by 10%, had a total of 20
million adult impacts and was aired more than
2,000 times.”

Maire Nawaz, FMB (second left), is presented with the Best
Marketing Campaign Award by (from left) Stephen Clements,
Q Radio; Peter Craven, Bluesky Video Marketing, and Cate
Conway, Q Radio.

SEMINAR SERIES SUCCESS WITH TUGHANS
The recent CIOB seminars, hosted
by Tughans in October, proved to be
popular with members.
The early morning format attracted
CIOB members who wanted to
gain further insight on the topics of
Collateral Warranties and Termination
of Contracts. Both seminars were
presented by Tim Kinney, Partner at
Tughan Solicitors, who gave valuable
insight and professional advice. The
informal presentation style worked well
and allowed members to speak of their
4 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

experiences and perspectives.
Commenting on the event, Philip Corr,
CIOB Belfast Hub Events Champion,
said, “This event was a great
opportunity for members to sharpen
their knowledge on two relevant topics
within the industry at present, and it
was great to receive positive feedback.
“We plan to bring more sessions
forward next year that will replicate
this type of format. If any members
feel a specific topic should be covered,
please feel free to get in touch.”
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KINGSPAN INSULATION

K16 Dry Lining Board.

K3 Floorboard.

FIND ADDITIONAL SPACE WHERE YOU NEVER KNEW IT EXISTED…

K8 Cavity Board.

Kingspan -

The real value of space

R

ecognising that space in today’s
world is at a premium, Kingspan
Insulation is proud to be the
market leader in the most advanced
and thermally efficient insulation
products currently available.
Kingspan’s Kooltherm range of
products were specifically designed
for maximum performance and to
minimise construction build ups, so
as to offer unrivaled design flexibility.
What’s more, they are fully compliant
to EN 13166, guaranteeing quality and
longevity of performance in application.

FLOORS AND CAVITY WALLS
The Kingspan Kooltherm K3 Floor
Board is a premium performance,
rigid thermoset, phenolic insulation

board for use with solid concrete and
suspended ground floors. The superior
performance of Kooltherm K3 can
minimise construction build-ups and
reduce the cost of related items such
as soil removal.
The Kingspan Kooltherm K8 Partial
Fill Cavity Wall Insulation is a premium
performance, rigid thermoset, phenolic
insulation board used in partial full
cavity walls. Superior performance in a
tried and tested application.
A composite foil facing on the board
increases the thermal resistance of the
airspace while allowing a clear cavity to
resist moisture penetration. Kooltherm
K8 meets the requirements of NHBC
and is BBA approved for application.
The K3 and K8 also offer:

• Negligible smoke obscuration.
• Unaffected by air infiltration.
• Resistant to the passage of water
vapour.
• Easy to handle and install.

INSULATED PLASTERBOARD
The Kingspan Kooltherm K16 is a
premium performance, rigid phenolic
insulated plasterboard for plaster-dab/
adhesive drylining. In addition to the
benefits of the K3 and K8 listed above
the K16, which is ideal for new build
projects, also allows a quick response
to heating.
Kingspan Insulation is the global leader
in advanced insulation technology
and the company is passionate about
pushing the boundaries and making
products work harder for customers.
Manufactured to the highest
standards, Kingspan Kooltherm is a
prime example of this ability.

For more information, telephone
00353 (0)42 979 5000 or visit
www.kingspaninsulation.ie
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ROOFING

LEADING ROOFING COMPANY JOINS KALZIP’S APPROVED CONTRACTOR SCHEME…

Thornton Roofing
joins Teamkal

K

alzip, the leading aluminium
standing seam roofing
manufacturer, is proud to
announce that Thornton Roofing has
joined the company’s network of
Teamkal Approved Contractors.
Established over 50 years ago, County
Antrim-based Thornton Roofing has
been steadily expanding its operations
and is fast becoming one of the UK’s
most influential building envelope
specialists.
Managing Director, Stephen Thornton,
said, “Thornton Roofing is delighted
to join Kalzip’s Teamkal network - this
is an exciting new development for us
and reinforces the company’s ambitious
business strategy to expand and
extend our activities so that we have a
much wider impact throughout the UK

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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and the Republic of
Ireland.
“Whether involved
with new build or
refurbishment projects,
we pride ourselves in
delivering the highest
quality service to all our customers,
from initial design stage to finished
building solution. We’re able to achieve
this by ensuring that our fully trained
operatives are always working with
the very best materials and building
envelope systems.”
Trevor Smyth, Kalzip’s Regional Sales
Manager for the whole of Ireland,
added, “We are very pleased to
welcome Thornton Roofing to our
network of Teamkal Approved
Contractors. They are not only a well-

Trevor Smyth, Kalzip’s Regional Sales Manager for the
whole of Ireland, (left) and Stephen Thornton, Managing
Director of Thornton Roofing.

proven organisation with a wealth of
experience working across all sectors
of the construction market but the
company also shares Kalzip’s core
philosophy of endeavouring to provide
customers with top quality, costeffective building envelope solutions.”
For more information, telephone
01942 295500, e-mail enquiries.uk@
kalzip.com or visit www.kalzip.com
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NI STRUCTURAL AWARDS 2018

David Fletcher, OCSC (second left) is presented with the Outside Northern Ireland Project of the Year Award by (from left) Pat Savage, Chairman, IStructE Northern Ireland
Regional Group; Faith Wainwright, President, IStructE; and Walter Watson, of sponsors, Walter Watson Ltd.

LEADING PROJECTS REWARDED AT THE ANNUAL DINNER OF THE INSTITUTION OF
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS…

Winners of NI Structural Awards 2018

T

he Institution of Structural
Engineers Northern Ireland
Regional Group recently held
its annual dinner at Riddel Hall,
Queen’s University Belfast.
As the world’s largest membership
organisation dedicated to the art and
science of structural engineering, the
Institution has over 28,000 members
working in 105 countries around the
world.
The core work of the Institution is to
support and protect the profession of
structural engineering by upholding
professional standards and acting as
an international voice on behalf of
structural engineers.
The annual dinner was an opportunity
to bring members together, with
speeches made by Northern Ireland
Regional Group Chairperson, Pat
Savage; Institution President, Faith
Wainwright; and, from the NI Young
8 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

Members’ Group, Aimee McCabe, all
of whom highlighted the current work
and future direction of the Institution.
The audience also received a superb
insight from guest speaker, Professor
Michael McGarry and enjoyed the
sounds of St Agnes’ Choral Society.
Following a presentation by Dr Joe
Kane, The Institution of Structural
Engineers also helped support
research into Lewy body dementia
and raised awareness of the disease
by raising £1,800.20 for the Lewy
Body Society.
At the event, Design ID, OCSC, Ian
Black Consulting and Taylor & Boyd,
as well as the industry’s leading
students, were named as the winners
of this year’s NI Structural Awards.
OCSC won the Outside Northern
Ireland Project of the Year Award for
the Academic Education Building at
the Regional College of Surgeons

Ireland; Ian Black Consulting won
the Large Project of the Year for 9
Adelaide, Belfast; Design ID won the
Medium Project of the Year Award
for the Former Mayesfield Leisure
Centre; and Taylor & Boyd won the
Small Project of the Year Award for
the Weaving Works (Armagh House).
Student Awards were presented to
Adam Marshall and Claire Watters
of Ulster University, and Thomas
Adamson, of Queen’s University.

For more information on the
Institution of Structural Engineers,
telephone 020 7235 4535 or visit
www.istructe.org or follow on
Facebook - search IStructENI.
FOLLOW US ON:
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NI STRUCTURAL AWARDS 2018

Chris Lumsden, Design ID (second left), is presented with the Medium Project of the
Year Award by (from left) Pat Savage, Chairman, IStructE Northern Ireland Regional
Group; Faith Wainwright, President, IStructE; and Walter Watson, of sponsors, Walter
Watson Ltd.

Aimee McCabe, Young Members Group, NI Regional Group.

Richard Patterson, Taylor & Boyd (second right) is presented with the Small Project
of the Year Award by (from left) Pat Savage, Chairman, IStructE Northern Ireland
Regional Group; Faith Wainwright, President, IStructE; and Walter Watson, of
sponsors, Walter Watson Ltd.

Adam Marshall, (second left) and Claire Watters (far right), both of Ulster University, and Thomas Anderson,
Queen’s University (third right) are presented with Student Awards by (from left) Pat Savage, Chairman,
IStructE Northern Ireland Regional Group; and Faith Wainwright, President, IStructE.

Don McQuillan, Past Chairman; Richard Nicholl, Immediate Past Chairman; David Millar, Chairman, Scottish
Region; Pat Savage, Chairman, IStructE Northern Ireland Regional Group; Faith Wainwright, President, IStructE;
Joe McGlade, Past Chairman; and Lowry Manson, Past Chairman.

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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Professor Michael McGarry, Guest Speaker.
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FIRE SAFETY CONFERENCE 2019

THE 23RD ANNUAL FIRE SAFETY CONFERENCE IS SET TO TAKE PLACE IN ARMAGH CITY
HOTEL IN FEBRUARY…

Enhancing fire safety

T

he 23rd annual Fire Safety
Conference, organised by the
Building Control NI Fire Safety
Panel, will take place on February 7-8,
2019 in the Armagh City Hotel.
The theme of this year’s conference
is ‘Enhancing Fire Safety’ and once
again it will include speakers drawn
from various disciplines in the field of
fire safety. This will include fire safety
professionals, fire brigade, product
manufacturers and suppliers, trade
bodies, research establishments and
fire investigators.
The conference will focus on current
issues across a range of building
types and occupancy profiles. The
presentations will include a number of
case studies, ensuring the event will be
interactive, and will involve audience
participation and opportunities for
questions. Overall, it equates to 10
hours CPD. This year’s topics will
examine:
• The Requirements of
Compartmentation/Fire Resistance
• Timberframe Building - Research &
Legislation

• Fire Engineering - Case Study of
an Academic Institute
• Overview & Update of Findings
from the Grenfell Tragedy
• An Insurer View - Losses, Business
Continuity and Lessons Learnt
•  Fighting Fires - Recent highprofile case study
•  Fire Safety in High Rise
Residential Buildings
•  The Role of Fire Investigators –
Case Studies
•  Safe Evacuation in Health Care
Premises
Sean McConville, Chairman of the
BCNI Fire Safety Panel, said, “We
work hard to ensure the conference
focuses on the latest industry
topics. Each year, we strive to raise
awareness of fire safety issues and
standards, with the need for all
to consider fire safety in everyday
scenarios they may face.
“Just as importantly, the aim of the
conference is to create awareness
and debate that will help shape
our industry and develop best
practice.”

Conference Fees
Full Delegate:
£250 plus VAT = £300
This includes conference dinner,
overnight stay and use of hotel’s
health and fitness club.
Student - 2 Day Residential
Delegate:
£100 inc VAT = £100
This includes conference dinner,
overnight stay and use of hotel’s
health and fitness club.
2-Day non-residential delegate:
£175 plus VAT = £210
Student - rate per day:
£30 plus VAT = £36
Day delegate:
£125 plus VAT = £150
Includes lunch
Conference dinner:
£30 plus VAT = £36

To book your place or for more information, e-mail firesafetypanel@gmail.com or contact
Joanne Virtue on 028 6632 1807. Closing date for all bookings is Friday, January 18, 2019.

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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CIOB NEWS

PROFESSIONAL
construction

Graduates and Chartered Building Company representatives, along with the presentation party, which comprised Gerard Graham, Chair of the CIOB Belfast Hub; Councillor
Deirdre Hargey, Lord Mayor of Belfast; Rebecca Thompson, Immediate Past President of the CIOB; Ivan McCarthy, Trustee of the CIOB; and Philip Corr, member of the CIOB
Belfast Hub committee and Project Manager at Titanic Quarter Limited.

WOODVALE CONSTRUCTION AND FORRME CONSTRUCTION BECOME CHARTERED
BUILDING COMPANIES WHILE INDIVIDUALS ARE ALSO REWARDED FOR THEIR HARD WORK…

Successful CIOB graduation
ceremony in Belfast

T

itanic Belfast was the setting
for a Chartered Institute of
Building’s (CIOB) Conferring
Ceremony in November.
Over 150 people were in attendance
at the event, where 48 people were
awarded Chartered membership, two
members were upgraded to Fellow
membership of the Institute, and
two companies - namely Woodvale
Construction and Forrme Construction
- were awarded CIOB Chartered
Building Company status.
The CIOB is the world’s largest and
most influential professional body
for construction management and
leadership and has a strong base in
Northern Ireland.
The ceremony commenced with
opening remarks from Councillor

Deirdre Hargey, the Lord Mayor of
Belfast, who commended the work of
construction professionals in shaping
the city’s new skyline.
Rebecca Thompson, Immediate Past
President of the CIOB, was the keynote
speaker. During her address she
spoke about the significance of CIOB
qualifications in helping to increase
professional standards throughout
the construction industry. She also
highlighted the exciting range of
professional career opportunities that
are available.
Ivan McCarthy, a Trustee of the CIOB,
took the opportunity to remind the
attendees that membership of the
CIOB is becoming an increasingly
sought-after qualification for not just
individuals, but also for companies to

help demonstrate professionalism.
Philip Corr, member of the CIOB
Belfast Hub committee and Project
Manager at Titanic Quarter Limited,
delivered a presentation on the major
redevelopment of Titanic Quarter.
Gerard Graham, Chair of the CIOB
Belfast Hub, hosted the ceremony and
commended Woodvale Construction
for having the most graduates. He also
thanked the attendees, including their
families, for making the occasion such
a success.

“Membership of the CIOB is
becoming an increasingly soughtafter qualification for not just
individuals, but also for companies to
help demonstrate professionalism.”

Julie Fizsimmons, CIOB Member Services and Events Coordinator
T: 01344 630729 – M: 07760 164101 – E: jfitzsimmons@ciob.org.uk
www.ciob.org
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LINTELS

OFFSITE SOLUTIONS AND BESPOKE DESIGNS THAT USE THE SAME BRICK AS THE MAIN
PROJECT OFFER KEY BENEFITS TO ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS…

Indulge in detail with Keystone Lintels

T

he resurgence of brick as the
material of choice for modern
homes is fuelling demand for
higher quality detailing. In response,
Keystone is leading the way with a
range of innovative offsite solutions
which enable builders to match the
architect’s vision.
The Keyslip Brick Details range
offers a technically advanced,
offsite solution for an extensive
range of brick slip installations
including arches, panels, soffits and
architectural features. With Brick
Slip Feature Lintels and Lightweight
Brick Headers and Sills, the range
enables intricate brickwork detail to
be carried out in a factory controlled
environment.
Offering a bespoke design service,
Keystone’s engineers develop
unique solutions to complicated
brickwork over openings. Every Brick
Slip Feature Lintel is manufactured
bespoke to order, ensuring that
each individual unit is customised
according to the unique size, shape

and aesthetic requirements of the
project.
Jonathan Fee, Technical Manager
for Keystone Lintels, explains, “The
Keyslip range offers builders and
contractors a unique way to enhance
the quality of their brickwork detailing
in a highly labour efficient way at a
time when skills are acknowledged
to be in short supply onsite. This
corresponds with a strong increase
in the use of brick by architects and
developers who both require high
quality finishes.”
Each Keyslip unit is produced in
factory controlled conditions, using
exactly the same brick from the main
project. This offers a greater deal
of certainty for the visual quality
compared to brickwork built on site.
Keystone collects a consignment of
brick being used onsite. This brick
is then tailored to suit the client’s
design and fixed to Keystone’s
structural steel elements. This
eliminates the need for a specialist
brickwork contractor spending

hours onsite, cutting bricks to suit
complicated structural openings.
The finished Brick Slip Feature Lintel
joins seamlessly with the already
constructed brickwork.
Keystone’s patented design uses
a BBA certified adhesive which
interacts with a perforated steel
backing plate, forming a strong
mechanical bond with the brick
slips. The bonding process occurs
in optimum controlled conditions
free from wet weather, extreme
temperature and excessive dust.
Brick Slip Feature Lintels can
accommodate a large range of bond
patterns and with segmental arches,
flat arches, gothic and parabolic
arches as well as apex arches and
bullseyes; the possibilities are
endless.
For more information on Brick
Slip Feature Lintels or to avail of
Keystone’s free design service
contact info@keystonelintels.
co.uk or speak to a member of the
technical team on 028 8676 2184.

“The Keyslip range offers
builders and contractors a
unique way to enhance the
quality of their brickwork
detailing in a highly labour
efficient way at a time when
skills are acknowledged to be
in short supply onsite.”

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS

HOW DID NORTHERN IRELAND’S SME CONSTRUCTION SECTOR FARE IN Q3 2018?

Construction growth
dips in Northern Ireland

G

rowth among
Northern Ireland’s
smaller construction
firms dipped in the third
quarter of this year according
to the latest statistics from
the Federation of Master
Builders.
Gavin McGuire, Director of
FMB NI, said, “Although
we are still in positive
territory, this new research
undoubtedly carries some
warning signs.
“Fewer than one quarter of
responses were positive in
the third quarter of this year,
down from nearly half in
the second three months of
2018. This is hardly surprising
given the wider context. The
construction skills shortage
is ever worsening, with the
latest results matching the
highest levels ever recorded
in terms of the proportion of
firms struggling to hire key

“What’s more,
costs, including
wages, salaries
and material costs,
are rising steadily,
meaning these
firms’ already razor
thin margins are
being squeezed
even further.”

trades like bricklayers.
“What’s more, costs, including
wages, salaries and material
costs, are rising steadily,
meaning these firms’ already
razor thin margins are being
squeezed even further.”
Gavin continued, “In addition
to this, NI construction
firms have an extra barrier
to contend with than their
counterparts on the mainland.
The ongoing political turmoil
in Stormont is seriously
undermining our construction
industry and the wider
economy.
“The longer we lack a
Government in NI, the
more insecure the private
sector becomes. Political
uncertainty is the enemy of
small building firms who rely
on the confidence of home
owners to commission home
improvement projects. Home
owners are the lifeblood
of local builders who rely
on people commissioning
extensions, loft conversions,
kitchens and bathrooms.”
Gavin concluded, “Although,
generally, NI construction
firms are busy, the long
term pipeline is difficult to
predict. With Brexit less than
a year away, now, more than
ever, we need strong and
decisive political leadership
that can deal with the serious
challenges the construction
industry faces.”

Key findings
Key results from the FMB’s latest State of Trade
Survey, which is the only quarterly assessment of
the UK-wide SME construction sector, include:
• The pace of growth among NI’s construction
SMEs slowed in Q3 2018 compared with the
previous quarter.
• Activity rose at a slower pace compared with
the previous quarter in England, Scotland and
Northern Ireland, with Wales being the only home
nation to experience activity increasing at a faster
rate.
• 86% of builders reported increasing material
prices in Q3 2018, up from 76% in Q2 2018.
• More than two-thirds (68%) of construction SMEs
are struggling to hire bricklayers and 59% are
struggling to hire carpenters and joiners.
• More than half (58%) of construction SMEs expect
salaries and wages to increase over the next six
months.

Federation of Master Builders, Unit 10, Kilbegs Business Centre, Plasketts Close, Antrim, BT41 4LY
Tel: 028 9446 0416 - e-mail reception@fmb.org.uk
www.fmb.org.uk - www.findabuilder.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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RSUA ARCHITECTURE NIGHT

ONE OF NORTHERN IRELAND’S LEADING BUILDERS’ MERCHANT SPONSORS THE
SUCCESSFUL RSUA ARCHITECTURE NIGHT AND #MYBELFASTIDEA DESIGN COMPETITION…

JP Corry shows
support for
architects

J

P Corry has once again supported
the RSUA’s annual design
competition which this year looked
at ideas to revitalise Belfast city centre
following the fire at Bank Buildings/
Primark.
The winners of the #MyBelfastIdea
Design Competition were announced
at Architecture Night 2018 - an annual
event celebrating architecture and
the important role it plays in Northern
Ireland.
Architects were challenged to develop
a series of ideas in response to the fire
that devastated the historic building and
that has so adversely affected shopper
footfall and, in turn, revenues for local
businesses. These ideas would be for a
temporary intervention or interventions
to the built environment which will help
attract people to the surrounding area.
All the concepts were displayed at the
Architecture Night in Carlisle Memorial
Church, which brought together leading
figures from the architecture, design and
construction industries.
The winning entry, titled
#BelfastMagnets by Robert McCluskey
and Darragh Collins, proposed the
creation of an art and cultural quarter
along Royal Avenue. Other entrants
included ideas for a city centre playpark,
and the pedestrianisation of Castle Place.
The prize is a luxury trip to Paris for
two with a value of £1,000 courtesy of
JP Corry but all entrants also benefit
from the raised profile arising from the
showcase at Architecture Night and
through the media.

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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Robert McCluskey (far left) and Darragh Collins (far right), winners of the RSUA/JP Corry #MyBelfastIdea Design
Competition, pictured with Chris McComb, JP Corry, and Joan McCoy, RSUA President.

The initiative follows on from last
year’s successful Belfast Flare Design
Competition which was won by Rachel
O’Grady, Chris Upson and Donald
McCrory as OGU Architects. Their
structure Built:East has now received
planning permission, building control
approval and we are in the final stages
of securing additional funding.
Speaking after the winners were
announced, RSUA President Joan
McCoy, said, “The RSUA / JP Corry
#MyBelfastIdea Design Competition
shows architects have a constructive
role to play following the Primark fire.
“Belfast is evolving, and we need to
think differently about how we design
for the future of our city centre.
Through a focus on art and culture,
#BelfastMagnets offers us a glimpse of
Belfast re-vitalised and places people
at the centre of the city – where they
should be. We hope these ideas inform
policymakers as they work to renew
Belfast City Centre.”
Ciaran McConnell, JP Corry,

Managing Director, commented, “The
#MyBelfastIdea initiative exhibits the
important contribution that architecture
plays in helping to re-establish our
city. It’s a unique opportunity for local
architects to display their creativity
and imagination to help revitalise the
city centre and encourage footfall.
A symbol of Belfast’s resilience, this
unique initiative illustrates how we can
move forward following a devastating
event. Once again we are thrilled to
support the competition in its third
year.”

JP Corry, 648 Springfield Road, Belfast,
BT12 7EH
T: 028 9024 3661
Visit www.jpcorry.com to find your
nearest branch
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RSUA ARCHITECTURE NIGHT

Robert McCluskey (far left) and Darragh Collins (far right), winners of the RSUA/JP Corry #MyBelfastIdea Design Competition, pictured
with Chris McComb, JP Corry, and Joan McCoy, RSUA President.

ARCHITECTS ROBERT MCCLUSKEY AND DARRAGH COLLINS PRODUCE AN AWARDWINNING CONCEPT FOR REVITALISING ROYAL AVENUE…

#BelfastMagnets win
#MyBelfastIdea Design Competition

A

t the annual Architecture Night
celebration, held this year
in Carlisle Memorial Church,
in north Belfast, the winners of the
RSUA/JP Corry #MyBelfastIdea Design
Competition were announced to a
diverse audience of architects, leading
figures from the built environment
sector, and a wide range of key
influencers.
The winning design, entitled
#BelfastMagnets and by Robert
McCluskey and Darragh Collins, was
considered by the judging panel to have
responded imaginatively and creatively
to the brief, which was set in the wake
of August’s devastating fire at Bank
Buildings/Primark in Belfast City Centre.
Participants were set the task of
generating ideas for a temporary
intervention or interventions to the
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built environment which would help
attract people to the surrounding
area. In particular, the judges
highlighted the careful consideration
#BelfastMagnets gave to the space in
Royal Avenue.
The potential uses which would
draw footfall back to this central
commercial area included street
art, a stage with an “art wall”, and a
unifying people friendly design for
the street surfaces.
The annual Design Competition,
now in its third year of a partnership
with builders’ merchants JP Corry, is
focussed on early career architects
(defined as being within the first 15
years of their career). This year, given
the challenges facing Belfast City
Centre, both RSUA and JP Corry felt
that this competition should address

this urgent, topical challenge and
demonstrate what role architecture can
play in helping to respond quickly to
major events like this.
The timeframe for submissions
reflected the urgency of the situation
and was deliberately short. RSUA was
pleased to receive such a wide range
of submissions both from individual
architects as well as from several
collaborative endeavours. These
entries were selected for display
at Architecture Night by a panel
of judges comprising of architects,
conservation experts, statutory partners
and specialists from the wider built
environment sector.
The breadth of designs gave viewers a
sense of the quality of the profession’s
collective response to this current
challenge and of the imagination and
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RSUA ARCHITECTURE NIGHT

A sketch of Royal Avenue from
Bank Building – part of the winning
#BelfastMagnets entry.

Cutaway of the
#BelfastMagnets stage
within an art wall.

Render of a streetscape from the #BelfastMagnets entry.

talent of early career architects from
across the island of Ireland.
Speaking after the event, Joan
McCoy, RSUA President, said, “While
design competitions will be familiar to
architects the judging panel recognises
that this was a particularly challenging
brief and I want to thank everyone who
has participated.
“The quality of entries shows that
architects have responded with
creativity and imagination to the
dreadful fire at Bank Buildings and
produced visions which challenge us
to re-imagine what can be delivered
in urban contexts. We know citizens

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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benefit from well-designed public
spaces; the #MyBelfastIdea Design
Competition shows that architects have
reflected not only on how our cities
should look, but also who they should
serve.
“The ideas and passion for design in
the submissions is evident, and the
winning entry will be used to generate
debate and to engage decision-makers
about how to address the challenges in
Belfast City Centre.”
Chris Mc Comb, JP Corry Specialist
Sales Manager commented, “The
#MyBelfastIdea competition is
a brilliant example of the role

architecture plays in responding to
the challenges facing Belfast city
centre. This competition gets more
difficult to judge each year, with
the calibre of entries continuing
to be outstanding. The panel of
judges were truly impressed by all
submissions, and I would like to
congratulate Robert McCluskey and
Darragh Collins on their winning
design.”
For more information on the Royal
Society of Ulster Architects (RSUA),
telephone 028 9032 3760, e-mail
info@rsua.org.uk or visit
www.rsua.org.uk
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CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS

HERON BROS WINS THE ‘OVERALL AWARD’ AT THE CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE
AWARDS…

Construction Excellence that is top of the class!

H

eron Bros have taken the
‘Overall Award’ for the new
Foyle College and Ebrington
Primary School, Derry/Londonderry
at the 2018 Construction Excellence
Awards.
The Awards Gala Evening, held at the
Culloden Hotel & Spa, saw the firm
win the award for its work on the £27m
new build at the former Clooney Army
base in the city.
Hosted by the Construction Employers
Federation (CEF), the awards also
recognised an additional 14 category
winners from across the construction
industry in Northern Ireland for
excellence in general construction,
housing, infrastructure and quality
performance.
Congratulating the overall winners, CEF
Managing Director, John Armstrong,
said, “Heron Bros’ work in delivering
the £27m project is an excellent
example of how our local construction
industry is pivotal to the development
of so many important projects across
a wide range of sectors in Northern
Ireland each year.
“The judging panel were particularly
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impressed at the best-practice
construction techniques, including
major site excavation over a 38-acre
site, innovative value engineering
changes derived from their site-based
team and use of emerging mobile
technology to manage their supply
chain. They were also extremely
impressed in how the project was
managed and, in particular, how
Heron Bros exceeded the sustainability
objectives to deliver a ‘best in class’
project.”
John also commended each of the
13 category award winners for their
success against what he described
as a “time of ongoing political
and economic uncertainty” for the
construction industry in Northern
Ireland.
Now in their 19th year, the
Construction Excellence Awards
continue to go from strength to
strength with this year seeing a record
number of over 120 entries across all
13 categories.
For more information on the
Construction Employers Federation,
visit www.cefni.co.uk

Ray Hutchinson, CEF President and Managing Director
of Gilbert-Ash (left), presents Noel Mullan, Commercial Director of Heron Bros, with the Overall Award.
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Ray Hutchinson, CEF President and Managing Director of Gilbert-Ash (left), and Raymonde Nathan, Regional Director of JLT and Awards Principal Sponsor (right), present
Noel Mullan, Commercial Director of Heron Bros, with the Overall Award.

Overall Award
Education Infrastructure Award

SUCCESS FOR THE £27MILLION FOYLE COLLEGE AND EBRINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
PROJECT SECURES A HAT-TRICK OF AWARDS…

Grade A performance from Heron Bros

H

eron Bros has been declared
winner of the most prestigious
prize in the Northern Ireland
construction industry after being
awarded the ‘Overall Excellence Award’
for the new Foyle College and Ebrington
Primary School, Derry/Londonderry
at the 2018 Construction Excellence
Awards.
The company won the Education
24 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

Infrastructure Award before taking
the Overall accolade for its work on
the £27m new build at the former
Clooney Army base in the city. This
marks the third time the project has
been recognised by judges, with Heron
Bros having already collected the Most
Considerate Site 2017 for £10m– £50m
Projects Award at the Considerate
Constructors Scheme National Site

Awards.
Martin O’Kane, Deputy Group
Managing Director at Heron Bros,
commented on the win, saying, “Heron
Bros is incredibly proud to receive the
top Construction Excellence Award
for our marvellous Foyle College and
Ebrington PS at the CEF Awards. This
award is a testament to our bestpractice project delivery approach. It
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Ray Hutchinson, CEF President and Managing Director of Gilbert-Ash (left), and Gerry
McGinn of Strategic Investment Board Award Sponsor (right), present John Paul Higgins,
Senior Contracts Manager of Heron Bros, with the Education Infrastructure Award.

truly was a team effort. Our fantastic
project team were dedicated to
delivering the campus to the highest
standards to allow staff and students
to thrive for years to come.”
The Foyle College and Ebrington
Primary School project showcased
the very best of Heron Bros’ ability to
meet challenges on complex projects.
Working on the 38 acre, brownfield
site, the company faced issues with
asbestos and oil tanks as well as
problems with weeds and plants
on the site, including Mare tail and
Salmonberry. That was in addition to
the existing services already in place.
The impressive project has enabled
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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the co-location of Foyle College and
Ebrington PS & Nursery in separate
new-build replacement schools at
the former Clooney Army Base site.
Historically the site was the ‘home’ of
American Navy, and played a key role
in the Allied Forces’ battle plans in
World War II.
The high-tech education facilities
for the new grammar school include
13,056m² of permanent teaching
accommodation, grass pitches, five
synthetic tennis courts and a 3G pitch
for a capacity of 850 students.
Ebrington Primary School is 3,050m²
in area and provides 16 classrooms for
a capacity of 440 pupils. The separate

nursery unit is 328m² and caters for a
capacity of 60 pupils.
Heron Bros was faced with a strict
timetable, with the primary and
nursery school completed by February
2017, followed by the college in
December.

Heron Bros
T: 028 796 28505
W: www.heronbros.com
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Commercial Construction Award
Shortlisted for Overall Award

DAERA HQ project success for Turkington’s

T

urkington Construction won
the Commercial Construction
Award and was shortlisted for
the Overall Award for the new DAERA
Headquarters in Ballykelly.
Judges commented on use of natural
light, ventilation and internal space,
along with the efficient management
of significant changes during the pre-

The team from Turkington Construction celebrate
winning the Commercial Construction Award and
being shortlisted for the Overall Award.
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construction stage. The new 5,175m²
building is a unique and simple,
geometrical build, which respects and
complements the character of the
rural setting. It has been designed
to modern, high specification office
standards, having the flexibility to
accommodate a changing work
environment, currently accommodating
470 workstations.
The 15m deep floor plan provides
functionality whilst allowing natural
light and ventilation to penetrate the
open plan areas. The contemporary,
lightweight and transparent upper
floors, framed by bronze cladding,
symbolise the progressive nature of
modern agriculture. The south facing
atrium is both the heart of the internal
space and the public face of the
building.

The building is an exemplar in
accessibility and sustainability;
designed to achieve BREEAM
‘Excellent’ and the new benchmark
standard for Universal Accessibility.
Turkington’s also put in place plans to
minimise the impact of the construction
work on Ballykelly village while, as part
of the company’s ‘Next Generation’
initiative, Turkington’s also hosted site
visits and competitions for the local
primary school pupils, focusing on
health & safety around building sites
and promoting the industry to them.

JH Turkington & Sons
T: 028 3833 2807
W: www.turkington-construction.com
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CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Stephen McCaffrey, Farrans Project Director on the
Northern Spire Project (centre), is presented with the
Achieving Excellence Award.

Joanne Lennox, Head of People and Engagement at
Farrans (centre), is presented with the Training Award.

Stephen McCaffrey, Farrans Project Director on
the Northern Spire Project (centre) is presented
with the Great Britain and Republic of Ireland
Construction Award.

Achieving Excellence Award
GB and RoI Construction Award & Training Award
Shortlisted for the Overall Award

Bridge to success for Farrans

F

arrans Construction has been
recognised by industry peers at
the CEF Construction Excellence
awards, winning two awards for the
company’s stunning Northern Spire
bridge in Sunderland, as well as the
CEF Training Award.
Farrans’ work on the Northern Spire
Bridge won both the Achieving
Excellence Award and the Great Britain
and Republic of Ireland Construction
Awards, as well as being shortlisted for
the Overall Award.
The stunning new bridge, with its
majestic 105m central A-frame pylon,
is the result of an innovative three-year
construction programme. It saw 2,000
people work more than a million hours
to build the impressive crossing, which
is now the tallest structure in North
East England.
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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Work began in May 2015, with the
bridge officially opening to the public
in August 2018. It links Pallion, south
of the river, with Castletown, to the
north, and is the first bridge to be built
across the Wear in more than 40 years.
It also opens up land for regeneration,
reduces congestion and journey times
around the city, and is helping to boost
the economy.
It has been built within its £117m
budget and is part of a wider fivephase plan, the Sunderland Strategic
Transport Corridor (SSTC), by
Sunderland City Council to improve
the road network between the A19
and Sunderland city centre and Port
of Sunderland. The next phase, a dual
carriageway between Northern Spire
and the city centre, is expected to be
completed in 2021.

Being able to deliver projects of this
scale is down to the high-quality
personnel employed by Farrans and the
company ensures the highest standards
by proactively investing in its people.
The commitment to developing skills
is reflected in the company’s training
and development programme that
includes support for staff taking part in
Continuous Professional Development
and those seeking professional
Chartered status. Farrans is also
committed to the future of the industry
by investing in the next generation of
construction professionals.

Farrans
T: 028 9055 1300
W: www.farrans.com
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Darren Stevenson, Site Manager, Lowry Building (centre), is presented with the Fit
Out Award for the company’s work at The Doyen, pictured with CEF President, Ray
Hutchinson (left) and Gerry Millar, Belfast City Council (right).

Pictured (centre) collecting the Health Infrastructure Award from CEF President,
Ray Hutchinson (left) and Richard Pengelly (right), Permanent Secretary of
Department of Health & Chief Executive of Health & Social Care NI, is FORRME’s
Site Manager, Barry Harkin.

Fit Out Award

Health Infrastructure Award

Lowry Building raises a glass
to The Doyen

Hat-trick for FORRME

H

F

ospitality is something of a speciality for Lowry
Building & Civil Engineering with the company
picking up a second award this year in this sector.
After winning the prestigious Best Commercial Project
at the FMB Master Builder Awards in London for the
company’s redevelopment of the Silverbirch Hotel in
Omagh, Lowry Building has now been recognised for the
refurbishment of The Doyen.
The Doyen - formerly the iconic King’s Head pub - has been
completely transformed into a 15,000sqft entertainment
and dining complex at Lisburn Road, Belfast as part of a
£4.2million investment by the Wine Inns group.
The work carried out by Lowry Building & Civil Engineering
involved the construction of a single-storey extension, and
included the complete strip-out of the existing premises
and major structural alterations to accommodate a bold
and striking new contemporary vision.

Lowry Building & Civil Engineering Ltd
Castlederg - T: 028 8167 8646
Belfast - T: 028 9066 8958
W: www.lowrybuilding.co.uk
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ORRME made it a hat-trick of successes in 2018 for
Enniskillen Ambulance Station, collecting the Health
Infrastructure Award to add to the RICS Northern
Ireland and Irish Construction Industry titles.
Located on a brownfield site and spread over 1,400m2, the
new station is designed to meet the challenges of the 21st
century, providing a flexible workspace that incorporates
welfare facilities, training and office accommodation for the
56 personnel, and a full garage.
The Judges noted “FORRME’s submission demonstrated
how they managed the project to produce an outstanding
product, which exceeded expectations in all of the judging
categories. Consistent and excellent management around
ambulance operations and high-performance service targets
bring construction and design processes together in the
highest levels of finish inside and out, including lesser-seen
vital service spaces for staff and vehicles. Results go beyond
build-ability and meeting function-design vision as a fitting
healthcare construction exemplar.”

FORRME
T: 028 8774 6235
W: www.forrme.co.uk
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Joe Keenan, CFM (centre) is presented with the Environmental Sustainability
Award from CEF President, Ray Hutchinson (left).

Pictured from (left) are Ray Hutchinson, President of the Construction Employers
Federation, Gerry McClintock, Site Manager, Tracey Brothers Ltd, and Damien
Toner, Director of Estates Queens University Belfast.

Environmental Sustainability
Award

Restoration Award

CFM’s sustainability credentials
recognised

Success for
Tracey Brothers

T

T

T: 028 7938 6451
W: www.cfm-ni.com

Tracey Brothers Ltd
T: 028 6632 3471
W: www.traceybros.com

he continued investment and commitment
to sustainability ensured Combined Facilities
Management (CFM) collected the Environmental
Sustainability Award.
Gary Tipping, SHEQ Compliance Officer, said, “This
award recognises organisations who best demonstrate
environmental considerations and best practice. Our team
at CFM work extremely hard to ensure all environmental
KPI’s are not only met but exceeded by having a real drive
for continuous improvement.”
The judges were impressed by the CFM’s commitment
to the environment, including significant investment in
the company’s infrastructure across three of its sites, with
specific focus on reducing energy usage and improving the
carbon footprint of the buildings it occupies.
This has been combined with a green fleet, lean
scheduling, paperless systems, and a reduce, reuse
upcycling scheme.

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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READ MORE
ABOUT THIS
PROJECT ON
PAGE 74

racey Brothers Ltd has won the Restoration Award
for its works on Thompson Dock Pump House and
Alexandra Dock in Belfast providing a much enhanced
visitor experience at the new HMS Caroline tourist attraction.
The extensive work included the restoration of the historic
pumphouse building and schedule monuments at Alexandra
Dock, where HMS Caroline is docked. Tracey Brothers was
also responsible for the refurbishment of the wharf, with each
cobble stone removed one by one, washed and individually
repositioned by hand. The new mooring system installed at
the site is thought to be a world first while a new 25-metre
steel and timber footbridge across the dock provides access
to HMS Caroline and allows visitors dramatically close access
to the ship’s bows and to experience the atmosphere of this
historic wharf. The success of the project is testament to
the ability of Tracey Brothers to combine modern contract
management skills with traditional trades, crafts, skills and
materials.
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BUILDING AND RENOVATION WITHIN THE HERITAGE & ECCLESIASTICAL SECTORS

S.McConnell & Sons is top of the
class at Queen’s

S

.McConnell and Sons Ltd has
returned to Queen’s University to
carry out painstaking restoration of
the iconic Lanyon Building.
Over the years, the natural stone
specialists have worked extensively right
across the Belfast site but this current
restoration project is one of the most
challenging – particularly because the
Lanyon Building is one of the most
recognisable in Northern Ireland.
Working closely with Consarc
Conservation and the University Estates
Directorate, S.McConnell & Sons has
been set the task of restoring the
architecturally complex decorative stone
detailing. This includes the brickwork,
pinnacles, finials and crenelated
balustrades.
“The stonework is in varying states of
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disrepair and decay, so we deal with
every section individually,” explained
Alan McConnell, Managing Director.
“Some sections are very weathered,
but by consulting old drawings and
photographs as well as looking parts that
aren’t so worn, we are able to indent new
pieces of stone that replicate the original.
“At all times, our focus is on retaining
as much of the original fabric of the
building as we can but where this is not
possible, we have the skills to produce
new sections that will seamlessly link in
with the old. Our work will also help to
protect this iconic building for years to
come.”
For more information on S.McConnell &
Sons, telephone 028 4176 3717, e-mail
info@smcconnellandsons.com or visit
www.smcconnellandsons.com
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BUILDING AND RENOVATION WITHIN THE HERITAGE & ECCLESIASTICAL SECTORS

Professional,
expert
service from
Glassmarque

G

lassmarque’s restoration services
include antique and stained
glass window restoration, metal
frame restoration, replacement steel
windows, secondary glazing and window
protection. This family-run business has
over 35 years’ experience in the industry
and is the only NI company with an
aluminium department and a restoration
/stained glass department both inhouse.
A member of the National Churches
Trust, Glassmarque is an expert in
restoring windows to period facades
such as stone and brick. For period
properties with frames so badly
damaged that they are unsuitable for
restoration, Glassmarque can install
heritage W20 Replacement Steel
Windows, including period matched
fittings and either antique glass or
double-glazing. With their slim profile
and heritage styling, they convincingly

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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replicate the
appearance of the
original façade.
In addition,
secondary glazing
can be installed
on the inside
of windows of
period buildings to
combat problems such as heat loss and
noise. The secondary glazing units can
be sliding, hinged or totally removable
to allow for cleaning.
To combat vandalism, Glassmarque fits
its bespoke custom protection system
to the outside of the windows. This is
a lightweight, non-ferrous system with
full perimeter ventilation to protect
the glass from overheating whilst
substantially improving the appearance
of the building.
Glassmarque’s team have restored
some of the oldest, most valuable glass

in Ireland, including Belfast City Hall,
Mount Stewart N’ards, The Guildhall
Derry-Londonderry, St Patrick’s
Cathedral Armagh and Killymoon
Castle Cookstown. Currently they are
working on the prestigious renovation
of heritage bronze and zinc windows
at Queen’s University Belfast’s Lanyon
Building.
For more information on
Glassmarque, telephone
028 90301946,
e-mail enquiries@glassmarque.com or
visit www.glassmarque.com
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EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, STRANMILLIS

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Evangelical Presbyterian
Church, Stranmillis
MAIN CONTRACTOR
A DIFFICULT SITE WASN’T AN ISSUE FOR THE EXPERIENCED DEDICATED
TEAM AT LEO MATHESON LTD…

R

eaching three stories into
the sky the new Evangelical
Presbyterian Church on
the Stranmillis Road, Belfast, is
a huge statement for all teams
involved. Leo Matheson Ltd
was the Main Contractor on the
project and was the ideal choice
when it came to such an intricate,
demanding building.
The company has worked
on several church
projects in the past
and is familiar with

the sensitivity that is required
with buildings of this nature.
Leo Matheson has been a
building contractor for over
25 years. He has built up
an enviable reputation for
successfully delivering first class
projects for all his clients. The
company has gone from strength
to strength. This portfolio of
repeat clients is thanks to Leo
Matheson’s work ethos and
his dedicated team of skilled
workforce.

“I have a hands-on approach
on every project we undertake.
I am driven by results and
feel confident taking on any
challenging project because I
have complete confidence in
my experienced team,” said
Leo Matheson, the Director of
Leo Matheson Ltd. “We have
a great working relationship
with the sub-contractors and
suppliers we appoint. We have
built this relationship up over
the years. They know the high

“A tricky, extremely tight site called for a high
level of collaboration from the outset.”
32 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE
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standard we expect from them.
There is always a great working
ethos from everyone and a
collaborative approach to solving
any issues.”
Despite the challenges
associated with this site, Leo
Matheson Ltd was commended
by the client for the company’s
ability to successfully complete
the project on time and with such
high quality workmanship.
The main focus at Stranmillis
was on keeping the project on
schedule. To ensure this was
achieved Leo Matheson Ltd had
a traffic management plan in
place to co-ordinate deliveries.
Good communication between
the Contracts Manager and

the Design team, Bruce Shaw
Quantity Surveyors and Like
Architects, was paramount and
key to the success of the project.
One of the most visual aspects
of this majestic building is the
highly impressive exterior with
bespoke stone cladding and
curtain walling to the front.
Through glazed doors, the
entrance lobby leads into a large
open, multifunctional space.
There are informal seating areas
throughout the building for quiet
reading or reflection. The client
was very keen to future proof
their building for their growing
congregation. With this in mind
a changing places disabled
bathroom was fitted.

The large auditorium was fitted
with a state-of-the-art AV system
while three contemporary kitchens
were installed, one on each level,
to meet all their patrons’ needs.
The specialist work involved in the
exposed ceiling on the top floor
showcased and highlighted the
company’s ability to deliver top
class workmanship.
From being able to manage
a challenging site location to
meeting the specific requirements
of the client, the work by Leo
Matheson Ltd on this project
has once again demonstrated
why the company has such an
enviable reputation
for high standards and
excellence.

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, STRANMILLIS

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Leo Matheson Ltd, 32 Main Street, Castlewellan, Co. Down, BT31 9DG
T: 028 4377 1900 - E: contracts85@leomatheson.com
www.leomatheson.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, STRANMILLIS

BUILDERS’ SUPPLIERS
TIMELY DELIVERIES AND TOP QUALITY SERVICE
FROM MURDOCK’S…

A

s with every project
undertaken by the
team at Murdock
Builders Merchants, ensuring
materials were delivered to
site in a timely manner was the
company’s highest priority. A
wide range of market-leading,
durable, high performance
products were supplied by
Murdock’s to the project, with
every effort made to ensure
items were delivered to site on
time.
Materials supplied included
roofing products and insulation
along with a diverse range of
products for every element
of the project. Murdock’s

is known for its reliability
and efficiency and was the
first choice when it came
to sourcing products of
the highest quality for this
prestigious project. It was
these credentials that ensured
Stranmillis EPC ran to schedule
and was completed on time.
All deliveries were made to
site exactly when they were
needed, which allowed the
multiple teams working on
the project to complete
their tasks efficiently and in a
timely manner. An established
relationship with the main
contractor also helped ensure a
smooth construction period.

Murdock Builders Merchants,
Unit 7 Rampart Business Centre,
Greenbank Industrial Estate,
Rampart Road, Newry BT34 2QU
T: 028 3025 0634
E: newry@murdockbuildersmerchants.com
www.murdockbuildersmerchants.com

STONE CLADDING
EXPERIENCED FIRM S MCCONNELL & SONS
SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED THE NEW STONE
CLADDING FAÇADE ON THE STRANMILLIS EPC…

5

0mm Crème Cascais
Portuguese limestone was
utilised for the main facades
while 50mm Ballymagrehan
granite was utilised for the plinth
course. All of the stone was
fixed back to the concrete/block
work internal face with propriety
stainless steel fixings and dowels
with stainless steel support
carrying angles positioned at
every floor level.
The main challenge for the team
at S McConnell & Sons was the
extremely tight site restrictions.
“The building is located right on
the corner of Stranmillis Road
and Pretoria Road. There was
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limited storage space on
site resulting in us having to
sometimes deliver stone and
position it straight onto the
scaffold platforms,” said Paul
Morris, Contracts Manager at
S McConnell & Sons Ltd.
An excellent working
relationship with the main
contractor ensured the project
ran smoothly. “We worked
with the architects and
structural engineers previously
and as with these other
projects, we worked very
closely with them to resolve
any issues that arose on the
Stranmillis project.”

S McConnell & Sons Ltd,
184 Carrigenagh Road, Kilkeel,
Co. Down, BT34 4QA
T: 028 4176 3717
E: info@smcconnellandsons.com
www.smcconnellandsons.com
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MECHANICAL SERVICES
HANNA MECHANICAL PROVIDED AN EXPERT SERVICE AT STRANMILLIS
CHURCH…

A

fairly detailed list of
mechanical requirements
at Stranmillis EPC didn’t
faze the experienced team at
Hanna Mechanical.
As the primary source of thermal
energy for the church is natural
gas, Paul Graham and the team
at Hanna Mechanical installed a
new gas line from the external
meter under the main church
floor to serve the two gas fired
system boilers.
Heating for the building
comprises two gas-fired wall
hung system boilers, also
installed by the company. One
of these boilers provides LTHW
to the underfloor heating circuit
and the other boiler provides
LTHW to the radiator circuit. The
underfloor heating is controlled
by a wall mounted LCD display
thermostat that can be adjusted

to suit. The radiators also have
TRV valves fitted to them which
can be adjusted to regulate heat
output.
Hanna Mechanical also installed
extract fans in the kitchen, toilet
and breakout areas which are
controlled via a PIR in the ceiling
or a local controller which can be
adjusted to suit conditions.
The plumbing element of the
mechanical package included
a new mains water supply to
the building which serves new
male/female toilets, disabled
toilets and showers, kitchens
and a changing places room for
severely handicapped people.
Thanks to extensive experience
across a range of diverse
projects, the team at Hanna
Mechanical completed the works
to an extremely high standard.
“The only real challenge was

installing all the services to a
very tight budget and an even
tighter program. We were under
pressure to meet the deadline
as a wedding was booked at
the church very close to the
completion date,” said Paul
Graham, Contract Manager at
Hanna Mechanical.
Having worked on religious
projects in the past, Paul and the
team knew what to expect.
“The difference was, this was our
first new build religious project.
As it didn’t have a burial ground
we didn’t have to be just as
sensitive.” This was also the first
time the company had worked
with the other teams involved
on the church. “We all worked
together to reach the end goal,
which was to provide a new
place of worship with modern
build facilities for the client.”

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, STRANMILLIS

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Hanna Mechanical Services, Emerson House, 14B Ballynahinch Road,
Carryduff, Belfast, BT8 8DN. T: 028 90 817 841 - E: info@hannamechanical.com
W: www.hannamechanical.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, STRANMILLIS

GLAZING & CURTAIN WALLING
EXPERTISE AND TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM
BANN ARCHITECTURAL…

A

prestigious project like
Stranmillis EPC required
expert workmanship
from all construction and design
teams working on the building.
Bann Architectural Systems
certainly fit the bill; the
company has been operating
since 2010 and has experience
working across a variety of
sectors throughout Northern
Ireland.
A range of high specification
products were manufactured
and fitted by Bann Architectural
Systems for the Stranmillis
Church including aluminium
windows and glazing, along
with a bespoke curtain walling
system. Bespoke framing was

also required for the project.
Work was completed on time,
allowing the other design teams
to complete their own scope of
works.
Bann Architectural Systems’
experienced and knowledgeable
staff are well equipped to deal
with any and all challenges that
may crop up on a project. “We
were delighted to be involved
on this project. There were some
very specific requirements such
as the bespoke curtain walling
system, but nothing we haven’t
encountered before. We’re
proud to have worked on such
a prestigious project,” said
Kyle Bowman, Director at Bann
Architectural Systems.

Bann Architectural Systems Ltd,
81 Halfway Rd, Banbridge,
BT32 4HB
T: 028 9269 8855
E: kyle@bann-systems.co.uk
www.bannarchitectural.co.uk

TILING
A QUALITY JOB BY JR TILING ON THE NEW
STRANMILLIS CHURCH…

T

iling specialist, JR Tiling,
was the ideal choice when
it came to an expert,
aesthetically pleasing tiling job
at the new Stranmillis EPC.
Years of experience across
a range of industries have
given the firm the expertise
it needs to complete any job,
on any project. JR Tiling is a
specialist in complete bathroom
renovations, professional tiling
service, high quality plastering
and is also an NIC qualified
electrician. The company also
specialises in wetrooms and
in moisture resistant MDF
cladding.
Employing a professionally
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trained tiler brings great
advantages to any project.
JR Tiling consists of a
knowledgeable, experienced
team who provide quality
workmanship and more
importantly, peace of mind.
All teams on the Stranmillis
EPC worked collaboratively to
ensure the highest quality job
was achieved. With a wedding
booked directly after the
completion date, all teams were
under pressure to meet the very
tight deadline. JR Tiling was
more than up to the job when
it came to finishing the job on
schedule, while maintaining the
highest levels of quality.

JR Tiling, 6 Kirkwood Park
Lisburn, BT28 3RR
T: 028 92 660101
E: jrtiling777@btinternet.com

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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ARCHITECTURAL PRODUCTS

NEW NAME FOR MOFFETT THALLON AND MB ARCHITECTURAL…

Open the Doorways to success

T

he Macnaughton Blair-owned
businesses, Moffett Thallon
Doorways and MB Architectural,
have joined forces under the Doorways
brand to offer a one stop for architects
and building contractors requiring
doors, doorsets, ironmongery, access
contol and door automation solutions.
Doorways also offers a complete
service to both trade and retail
customers.
Doorways’ primary focus is on the
customer. The company operates to
the stringent ISO9001 standard. It is
also able to offer a full joinery service
and is certified by BWF to cut and
glaze fire doors.
Doorways has experience of working
with architects and contractors on a
wide range of high-profile projects
such as the five-star Culloden Hotel in
Holywood, Seamus Heaney HomePlace
in Bellaghy, and Methodist College
in Belfast. It is working with these
highly prestigious contracts that sets
Doorways out as experts in this sector.
The complete service that Doorways
offers includes:

• Doors and doorsets: A wide range
of both internal and external doors
are available, as well as certified fire
doors and matching doorsets.
• Ironmongery: A specification and
scheduling service is available on
all ironmongery products from a
wide range of reputable suppliers.
• Access control: Doorways can offer

“We remain innovative and at
the cutting edge of the latest
trends and developments.”

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

FOLLOW US ON:

both an installation and a 		
maintenance service for all 		
access control and door automation
requirements.
• Joinery service: This is available
for bespoke projects as well as for
the glazing of doors and fire doors.
“Doorways has been established as the
complete one stop shop for the doors
ad ironmongery market,” said Sales
Manager, Robert McNeill. “In addition
to that, we can also install and maintain
access control systems and door
automation.
“With a focus on healthcare, leisure,
education and domestic projects, we
hope to give our customers choice,
quality, design and service.”
Both Moffett Thallon and MB
Architectural have a long and
distinguished history of serving the
Northern Ireland construction industry,
with this year being Moffett Thallon’s
50th anniversary. So what better time
to launch an industry-leading service
through Doorways and Doorways
Architectural Solutions.
Doorways, 143 Northumberland
Street, Belfast, BT13 2JF.
T: 028 9032 2802
www.doorways.co.uk
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OLYMPIA
Sports Village

MAIN CONTRACTOR
WOODVALE CONSTRUCTION GIVES EVERYONE A SPORTING CHANCE BY
COMPLETING THIS COMPLEX CO-ORDINATION PROJECT…

T

ransforming the site of
the Olympia Leisure
Centre into a vibrant
new Sports Village was a
complex, logistical challenge
for Woodvale Construction
Company Ltd.
Following on from the
redevelopment of the IFA
National Football Stadium at
Windsor Park and the opening
of the new Olympia Leisure
Centre, the talented team
at Woodvale Construction
completed the final piece in the
puzzle of Belfast’s new sporting
and community hub.
The Olympia Sports Village at
Boucher Road has been built
on the site of the former leisure
centre and incorporates a
floodlit synthetic sports pitch,

a children’s play park and new
car-parking facilities for Belfast
City Council. The project also
involved a joint venture between
the council and Linfield Football
Club for the redevelopment of
Midgley Park to include a floodlit
3G pitch, a 200-seat spectator
stand and sports pavilion as well
as a dedicated parking area.
All these facilities are accessed
by a tree-lined boulevard with
featured lighting and bespoke
handcrafted six-metre tall
sporting silhouettes.
However, the creation of
these superb new facilities was
straightforward when compared
to the co-ordination of the work.
This regeneration project was
completed in four phases,
starting with the uplifting of

Midgely Park, and then the
drainage and attenuation tanking
of the site, followed by the
construction of the new pavilion,
changing rooms and pitch for
Linfield FC, and concluding with
the new Olympia 3G facilities,
playground, car park and access
roads as well as all the associated
site works and landscaping.
Woodvale Construction’s
reputation has been built on
delivering projects of this nature
to the highest possible standards
but it was the overall coordination of the work that put
the team to the test.
The biggest challenge was
ensuring effective access for the
public to the facilities at the new
national stadium and the leisure
centre, including international

“Woodvale Construction’s reputation has been built on
delivering projects to the highest possible standards.”
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football games and high profile
boxing matches as well as having
to contend with Christmas and
Halloween events and also pop
concerts in the vicinity.
“A major stipulation of the
contract required that the
Olympia Leisure Centre and
football pitch had to remain
open,” explained Declan McCann
MCIOB, Contracts Manager,
Woodvale Construction. “We
had the added issue of large
crowds attending events at
Windsor Park, meaning that we
were constantly reviewing our
plans.”
The creation of a new right-hand
turn lane and the associated
widening and contouring at the
notoriously busy Boucher Road
added to the complex access
issues.
“Everything was carefully
planned and we worked closely
with the IFA, Linfield FC, Belfast
City Council and the PSNI to
put various systems in place,

depending on the event,” added
Declan. “We actually carried out
the kerbing and tarmac overnight
in several phases to suit the
traffic management plan.”
That dynamic ability to react to
different needs is what makes
Woodvale Construction the
perfect choice for projects of this
kind.
Senior site manager, Brian
Kelly’s proactive approach to
prioritising the client’s needs was
demonstrated by the temporary
provision of gas, water and
power to the pavilion at Midgely
Park until the main supply could
be installed.
Declan said, “While it was a
lot easier than the other coordination aspects, we also had
to work closely with Linfield to
ensure they could fulfil fixtures.”
He added, “We even phased in
the play area as the last planned
work, as we wanted to avoid
attracting children into an area
that included a live building site.”

This level of forward thinking and
planning capabilities really sets
Woodvale Construction apart.
“We pride ourselves on our
ability of working in partnership
with others and that really was
put to the test on this job,”
added Declan. “But we’d like
to thank everyone involved
in making this project such a
success.”

PROJECT TEAM...

OLYMPIA LEISURE CENTRE SPORTS VILLAGE

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Client: Belfast City Council and
Linfield FC
Main Contractor: Woodvale
Construction
Architect: Hamilton Architects
Project Management:
Edmond Shipway
Mechanical contractor: Scott
& Ewing
Electrical contractor: MFE
Electrical

Woodvale Construction Company Ltd, 59 Crevenagh Road, Omagh,
County Tyrone, BT79 0EX. T: 028 8224 2622
E: info@woodvaleconstruction.co.uk - www.woodvaleconstruction.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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ASPHALT AND BITMAC CONTRACTOR
FROM COMBATING THE CHALLENGES OF THE BOUCHER ROAD TO
PROVIDING A FIRM FOUNDATION TO THE NEW PITCHES, COLLEN BROS
AGAIN DISPLAYS QUALITY AND COMMITMENT…

N

ot many companies can
point to over 200 years
of history but while
Collen Bros has a proud history
that doesn’t mean it is not
progressive.
At the Olympia Leisure Centre
Sports Village the company
carried out a comprehensive
asphalt and bitmac contract to
cover the new roads, car-parks
and footpaths at this impressive
new facility. Collen Bros was
also responsible for the addition
of a new right-hand turn at the
busy Boucher Road as well as
the open textured asphalt that
forms the basis of the two new

synthetic sports pitches.
All this required a high level of
co-ordination with Woodvale
Construction throughout the
various phases of the project.
“Olympia Leisure Centre
remained open to the public
throughout the project while
there were also regular games
and other events taking place
at the National Stadium, so we
had to work extremely closely
with the team at Woodvale
Construction to co-ordinate
every stage,” explained Peter
Collen. “We have a lot of
experience of projects like this
and, in the end, the planning

COLLEN

Quarry: Collen Bros, Glebe Hill, Tandragee, County Armagh, BT62 2DP
T: 028 3884 0275 - E: info@collenbros.co.uk
www.collenbros.co.uk

www.collenbros.co.uk
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and regular communication with
Woodvale paid off.”
The company’s co-ordination
skills were put to the test
through the creation of the
new right-hand turn at Boucher
Road.
This thoroughfare is notoriously
one of the busiest roads in
Belfast, so the creation of the
right-hand turn lane and the
widening out and re-contouring
of the traffic route was always
going to be a major challenge.
This wasn’t helped by
restrictions imposed at periodic
intervals for Christmas parking
as well as various festivals,

FOLLOW US ON:
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concerts, boxing contests and
international football games.
This meant that all this work had
to be scheduled in around these
events.
“There was a high level of
services along this section of
road, which caused a lot of
issues,” added Peter. “When
that was combined with the
restrictions due to the events
as well as the fact that you’re
working on one of the busiest
roads in Northern Ireland, it
certainly gave us a massive
challenge.
“But we have carried out
work like this before and that
expertise made the difference.
Our teams worked overnight
and at weekends to ensure
that we didn’t impact on local
traffic too much and managed
to minimise the disruption
caused.”
In addition to dealing with the

challenging logistics of a project
is one challenge, Collen Bros
also excels in delivering a high
standard of finish.
While the asphalt and bitmac
surfacing of the new tree-lined
boulevard, footpaths and
car-parks is straightforward
for a company of Collen Bros’
experience, the company has
also proved its overall expertise
by offering services such as that
delivered for the new pitches.
Fine tolerance levels have to be
achieved when laying the open
textured asphalt – to ensure
compliance with FIFA pitch
standards.
“The tolerance levels are critical
and it is something that is
very easy to get wrong,” said
Peter. “But we have worked
hard to perfect this and have
completed a range of projects
for a number of different
sports.”

Head office: Collen Bros, Hanover St, Portadown, County Armagh, BT62 3ET
T: 028 3833 4131 – E: info@collenbros.co.uk
www.collenbros.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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The Collen family traces its
building and quarrying routes
back to 1810 in the County
Armagh area. John Collen was
a stonemason who lived and
worked in the townland of
Knockmore, in the Barony of
Ballinamore, County Armagh.
One of his earliest recorded
contracts in the area was the
construction of a bridge over
the Newry Canal.
Collen Bros opened its doors
in Carlton Street, Portadown,
as a building contractor
in 1867 and subsequently
moved to Hanover Street in
the early 1880’s.
Today, the company’s focus
is on supplying aggregates
and asphalt products as well
as contracting services that
include asphalt surfacing,
colour asphalt, domestic and
commercial surfacing and
surface dressing.
Head office remains in
Hanover Street in Portadown
while the company’s quarry
is located at Glebe Hill in
neighbouring Tandragee.

OLYMPIA LEISURE CENTRE SPORTS VILLAGE

A PROUD HISTORY

COLLEN
www.collenbros.co.uk
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BLOCKS
OLYMPIA LEISURE CENTRE SPORTS VILLAGE

BESPOKE SOLUTIONS FROM COLINWELL…

C

olinwell supplied its
Smooth Faced Architectural
Masonry blocks (in red
colour), along with a number of
bespoke masonry specials to
Olympia Leisure Centre Sports
Village.
By supplying these custom-made
masonry specials along with
standard Architectural Masonry
blocks, the contractor was able to
construct a number of attractive,
durable and robust boundary
walls. Thanks to Colinwell’s long
established working relationship
with the contractor, the project ran
very smoothly.
Colinwell has been producing the
finest quality concrete products for
over 130 years. In fact, Colinwell
has manufactured the building
blocks for much of the modern

built environment of Northern
Ireland such as the Kingspan
Stadium, Windsor Park, the SSE
Arena and major developments at
the Royal Victoria Hospital from the
1940’s to the present day. From
traditional Architectural Masonry
to the innovative Allan Block
Mortarless Retaining Wall System
and Acoustic Masonry products,
the company offers an extensive
range of concrete masonry and
retaining wall products to the
construction industry. All of which
are manufactured to the highest
standard and delivered throughout
the UK and Ireland. With a wealth
of experience of the masonry
industry, Colinwell continues to
maintain the company’s family
tradition of manufacturing high
quality products.

Collinwell, 37 Colinglen Road,
Dunmurry, Belfast BT17 0LP
T: 028 9061 8145
E: info@colinwell.com
www.colinwell.com

FENCING CONTRACTOR
COMPLEX FENCING SOLUTIONS
FROM O’NEILL’S…

O

`Neill Fencing was the
preferred fencing subcontractor at the new
Olympia Sports Village.
The two new full size 3G training
pitches have 6,000mm high sports
fence acting as perimeter fences
with O’Neill’s specially designed
robust spectator rail system
sitting inside the perimeter fence.
The company also supplied its
3000mm high rebound sports
system to a newly constructed
multi-use games area while the
newly constructed playground
incorporates O’Neill’s specially
fabricated bespoke railing system.
All of the fencing solutions
are coated a light grey colour,
to seamlessly blend into the
surrounding back-drop of the new
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Olympia Leisure
Centre.
O`Neill Fencing’s
Project Manager,
Ambrose Houston,
commented,
“As a team, we
were thrilled
to be awarded this contract by
Woodvale Construction. It was
quite complex, but our team
of expert installers worked
extremely well in conjunction with
Woodvale’s site management
team and the end result speaks
for itself.
“Woodvale Construction are a
long standing and loyal client
of ours and we can only see our
relationship going from strength
to strength after recently being

awarded another major fencing
contract in Strabane Academy.”

O’Neill Fencing, 3 Lisbunny Road,
Donemana, County Tyrone,
T: 028 7139 8300
M: 07855451812
E: oneillfencing@btconnect.com
www.oneillfencing.co.uk
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PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
BESPOKE DESIGN FROM ALLPLAY CREATES A FOCAL POINT FOR THE
EXCITING NEW PLAYGROUND…

T

he distinctive tower in the
new playground at the
Olympia Leisure Centre
is the result of a partnership
between Allplay and Belfast City
Council.
Standing at 9.5m tall, the metal
tower incorporates a 5m high
tube slide and a 2m high slide,
all created to a bespoke design
to match the council’s needs and
providing a focal point for this
new play area.
In addition, the council wanted
a play area that encouraged
inclusivity, making this more
accessible to children of all
abilities.
Danielle Hammond, Design
and Sales Manager at Allplay,
explained, “Our in-house
capabilities mean that we can

offer unique solutions for clients
wanting something different.
Aesthetically, the new play area
at Olympia is impressive but
the council also placed a strong
emphasis on making it as inclusive
as possible.
“We worked with them to
create a bespoke design and
then partnered with leading
manufacturers such as Sutcliffe
and Spiel Bau to have these
solutions manufactured and then
installed.”
This project is the perfect
example of the attention to detail
delivered by this established
yet dynamic Northern Ireland
company.
With a focused approach led
by experienced playground
designers and consultants,

Allplay not only ensures that
age-appropriate play needs are
catered for, but that the proposed
play area is innovative, physically
challenging, educational and
mentally stimulating.
The concept and design is then
realised through the company’s
strong partnerships with some
of the leading play equipment
manufacturers in the world
and put in place by Allplay’s
skilled contracts installation
team. All Play also provides a
comprehensive aftercare and
maintenance service as well.
“We work with councils and
private clients from across the UK
and Ireland to provide them with
playgrounds that offer the best
possible experience for children,”
added Danielle.

OLYMPIA LEISURE CENTRE SPORTS VILLAGE
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Allplay (Ireland) Ltd, 12 Crabtree Road, Ballynahinch, Co Down, BT24 8RH
T: 028 9756 5129 – E: info@all-play.com
www.all-play.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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OLYMPIA LEISURE CENTRE SPORTS VILLAGE

STEEL FABRICATION
SAYERS ENGINEERING CREATES
EXPERT FINISH FOR CYCLE
SHELTER, BOLLARDS, TREE
GUARDS AND SIGNAGE…

T

he ability of Sayers
Engineering to create
bespoke solutions was
one of the key reasons why the
company was selected for this
project. The Castlederg-based
company manufactured the
new cycle shelter alongside the
stainless steel bollards and tree
guards as well as the galvanised
steelwork for the main signage.
Established in 2004, the company
specialises in stainless steel, mild
steel and aluminium fabrication
to meet a wide range of
requirements.
This ranges from stainless steel
tables and handrails to gates,

walkways and
canopies.
However, the
company’s
ability and
expertise to
create bespoke
solutions means that the
experienced team can offer an
extensive range.
Gareth Sayers , Managing
Director, Sayers Engineering,
said, “We were delighted
to team up with Woodvale
Construction on this project and
to be able to display our ability
to create unique solutions for
clients.”

Sayers Engineering, Unit 3b,
Spamount Mills, Mill Avenue,
Castlederg, County Tyrone,
BT81 7NB
T: 077 3423 0299 / 028 8167 8927
E: info@sayersengineeringni.co.uk
www.sayersengineeringni.co.uk

DUG OUTS AND GOALS
SCORE WITH
BESPOKE
SOLUTIONS FROM
RC ENGINEERING…

R

C Engineering has
manufactured and supplied
bespoke dugouts and goals
for the new synthetic pitches at
Olympia Leisure Centre Sports
Village.
This family-run business has many
years of experience in the fencing
and metal fabrication industries,
meaning the team can design
and manufacture a wide range of
products and solutions.
The company’s range of goalposts
is one of the latest additions to
the products available from RC
Engineering, with a choice on
offer that includes soccer, Gaelic,
hockey and rugby as well as
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“Every job can be bespoke designed and developed
to meet a customer’s specification.”
folding and five-a-side options.
Also available from RC
Engineering are shelters and
stands, including team shelters,
bike shelters and smoking
shelters, as well as security gates,
metal fences, railings, barriers.
Thanks to the company’s
manufacturing expertise, every
job can be bespoke designed
and developed to meet a
customer’s specification – and all
at a competitive price.

RC Engineering NI Ltd, 85
Sixtowns Road, Draperstown,
BT45 7BB
T: 028 7962 7188
M: 077 6677 8795
E: enda@rcengineeringni.com
www.rcengineeringni.co.uk
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J.A.K. CONTRACTS PAINTING LTD
PROVIDES THE PERFECT FINISH…

J

.A.K. Contracts Painting
Ltd ensured the perfect
finish to this project by
carrying out the internal and
external painting and decorating
of the new changing facilities.
“We worked with Woodvale
Construction many years ago
when my father, John Aiden
Kelly, ran the company and
we were again delighted to
be able to demonstrate the
high standards that we offer,”
explained James P Kelly, who
runs the company with his
brother, Aiden J Kelly.
These high standards have led
to more work with Woodvale
Construction since the Olympia
project was finished, adding to

a growing portfolio
of commercial
contracts across the
UK and Ireland.
“We are experienced enough to
handle any type of commercial
project,” added James. “We
have worked extensively on
retail, education and healthcare
projects and have a highly
experienced team. Our work
is usually one of the last to be
completed, so we know how to
ensure deadlines are met.”
In addition to commercial
painting and decorating
packages, J.A.K. Contracts
Painting cover a wide range
of services in the construction
industry.

“Woodvale are a major player in the
construction industry with a great
reputation and JAK contracts have made
a substantial effort to be involved with
such a company and are delighted to be
awarded another major contract with
them for 2019.”

J.A.K. Contracts Painting Ltd,
2 Scotstown Road, Clady,
Strabane, Co Tyrone, BT82 9RA.
T: 028 7188 2897
E: info@jakcontractspainting.com
www.jakcontractspainting.com

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
EXPERIENCED CONTRACTOR, SCOTT & EWING,
COMPLETED THE MECHANICAL INSTALLATION
AT THE NEW OLYMPIA LEISURE CENTRE SPORTS
VILLAGE.…

T

he team’s focus was on
the joint venture between
Belfast City Council and
Linfield Football
Club for the redevelopment
of Midgley Park. This involved
providing a full range of
mechanical services to the new
sports pavilion and changing
rooms.
As part of the contract, the team
worked closely with Linfield
to ensure that fixtures could

“Projects such as
this are second
nature.”
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

still be fulfilled, which meant
that temporary provision of
gas, water and power had to
be put in place at the pavilion
at Midgely Park until the main
supplies were transferred over.
High efficiency boilers and hot
water systems were put in place
to meet the needs of those
making use of the impressive
new sports facilities at the
Olympia.
Projects such as this are second
nature to the knowledgeable
team at Scott & Ewing, with the
company working hard to ensure
that the challenging deadlines on
this complex project were met.

FOLLOW US ON:

OLYMPIA LEISURE CENTRE SPORTS VILLAGE

PAINTING AND DECORATING CONTRACTOR

Scott & Ewing Ltd, 59 Crevenagh
Road, Omagh, BT79 0EX
T: 028 8224 2622
E: ray@s-e-group.co.uk
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CONCRETE & CEMENT

NORTHERN IRELAND REGION AWARDS 2018

The 2018 - 2019 Concrete Society Northern Ireland
Region Awards is kindly sponsored by:

WDR & RT TAGGART
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CONCRETE & CEMENT

NORTHERN IRELAND REGION AWARDS 2018

Dr Bryan Magee, NI Concrete Society Regional Chairman (left), and William Doherty, President of the Concrete Society, (right) with special guests Paul Clark
(second left) and Stephen Watson.

LEADING COMPANIES AND INDIVIDUALS RECOGNISED AT ANNUAL EVENT…

Concrete Society celebrates excellence

T

he Concrete Society Northern
Ireland Region Awards 2018 have
recognised excellence within
every level of the concrete industry.
Held on October 25, at the Europa
Hotel, Belfast and hosted by TV
personality, Paul Clarke, the night also
raised £2,444 for AWARE – a charity that
delivers mental health and well-being
programmes into communities, schools,
colleges, universities and workplaces in
Northern Ireland.
The event was neatly bookended by
first recognising the best of the next
generation and the dedication of Ken
Smartt, retired director at Creagh
Concrete, who received the inaugural
Contribution to the Concrete Industry
Award, sponsored by Taranto.

The Concrete Society Student Awards
– sponsored by Irish Cement - are
designed to recognise dedication
and hard work, but perhaps more
importantly, serve to recognise those
individuals who will play a key role in
advancing the industry in the future.
From Ulster University, Eilis Logue
won the Construction Engineering
& Management Award while Philip
McCullough won the Civil Engineering
Award while from Queen’s University,
Belfast, David Allport won the
Architecture Award while Oyindasola
Idowu won the Civil Engineering Award.
For more information on the Concrete
Society, visit
www.concrete.org.uk and follow the
link to the Northern Ireland Region.

“The Concrete Society Student Awards serve to recognise
those individuals who will play a key role in advancing
the industry in the future.”
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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AWARDS LIST...
CONTRIBUTION TO THE
CONCRETE INDUSTRY
Ken Smartt
EXCELLENCE IN BUILDING
PROJECTS:
Winner: Creagh Concrete
Highly Commended: Moore
Concrete
EXCELLENCE IN BUILDING
PROCESSES:
Winner: Ian Black Consulting
Highly Commended: Ian Black
Consulting
BEST CIVILS PROJECTS
Winner – GB Award: FK Lowry
Winner – NI Award: William & Henry
Alexander (Engineering) Ltd
Highly Commended: Norman
Emerson Group
Highly Commended: Northstone
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EXCELLENCE IN
BUILDING PROJECTS

WINNER: CREAGH CONCRETE FOR
ARENA CENTRAL, BIRMINGHAM

Successful versatility from
Creagh Concrete

C

reagh Concrete has collected
another Concrete Society
Award – this time for the Arena
Central in Birmingham.
This project saw Creagh working
with client, Dandara Living, and main
contractor, Galliford Try, to deliver this
£40million, 324-apartment, build-torent scheme comprising two blocks of
17 and 22-storeys linked by bridges at
each level.
The versatility of concrete is at the
very heart of the building, with Creagh
using precast cladding panels that
resulted in on-site programme savings.
Creagh Concrete utilised the
company’s offsite, fastrack build

PROJECT TEAM
• Precast supplier:

Creagh Concrete

system ‘Rapidres’ for the build. Creagh
is championing the use of precast
concrete through the application of this
innovative system which is ideally suited
to multi-storey projects where the
layout is replicated consistently across
each floor.
The frame consists of exposed
aggregate external sandwich panels,
crosswalls, staircores and hollowcore
flooring. Creagh delivered its products
to site in approximately 12 months, with
each level being completed in 7-9 days.
The judges were particularly impressed
by the efficient construction technique,
the high-quality surface finishes and
associated Health & Safety benefits.

• Client:

Dandara Living
• Main contractor:

Galliford Try

Representatives of Creagh Concrete Products with
the Excellence in Building Projects Award.

Creagh Concrete Products Ltd Blackpark Road, Toomebridge, BT41 3SL
T: 028 7965 0500 – E: info@creaghconcrete.com
www.creaghconcrete.co.uk
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EXCELLENCE IN
BUILDING PROCESSES

WINNER: IAN BLACK CONSULTING FOR CATHERINE HOUSE
STUDENT ACCOMMODATION, PORTSMOUTH
HIGHLY COMMENDED: IAN BLACK CONSULTING FOR 9 ADELAIDE, BELFAST

Double success for
Ian Black Consulting

T

here is no doubt that Ian Black
Consulting was the clear winner
in the Excellence in Building
Processes category with the company
taking both the overall title for
Catherine House in Portsmouth and
the highly commended award for a
9-storey office block in Belfast.
Catherine House Student
Accommodation involved the
restoration and conversion of an
existing, derelict 15-storey office
building from 1973, and the
construction of a new adjoining 12
storey building, to provide 1,000
student accommodation bedrooms.
The existing building had been left

unmanaged and vacant for almost
7 years, leading to significant water
ingress, structural damage and pigeon
infestation.
The process of restoration followed
by Ian Black Consulting comprised
initial conceptual designs; structural
assessments; concrete condition
monitoring and testing; and delivery
of remediation works - the latter
comprising application of carbonation
inhibitors and cathodic protection.
The judges were impressed by the
complementary re-use of the existing
building and construction of the
adjoining in-situ concrete framed
building.

PROJECT TEAM

• Consultant Engineer:

Ian Black Consulting
• Client: GSA, London

Architect: Urban Innovations
• Main Contractor:

McAleer & Rushe
• Concrete testing and repair:

McFarland Associates / Larsen

Representatives of Ian Black Consulting are
presented with the Excellence in Building Processes
Award.

Ian Black Consulting, Wallace Buildings, 1 Market Place, Lisburn, BT28 1AN
T: 028 9267 6500 – E: admin@ianblackconsulting.co.uk
www.ianblackconsulting.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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BEST CIVILS PROJECT
IN NI

WINNER: WILLIAM & HENRY ALEXANDER (CIVIL
ENGINEERING) LTD FOR HILLSBOROUGH CASTLE
VISITOR CENTRE

Right Royal success for
William & Henry Alexander
(Civil Engineering) Ltd

W

illiam & Henry Alexander
(Civil Engineering) Ltd has
won the Best Civils Project
Award category for a Northern Ireland
project for their work on the new Visitor
Centre at Hillsborough Castle.
This late 18th Century country house is
the official residence in Northern Ireland
of the Queen and Secretary of State.
The Grade B+ Listed Building is of
significant historical, royal, political and
cultural importance in Northern Ireland
and Ireland. The project demanded
a high-quality resurfacing solution to
meet the client’s demand for durability
and aesthetics. The project completed
for Historic Royal Palaces also needed

PROJECT TEAM
• Civil Engineers: William & Henry

Alexander (Civil Engineering) Ltd
• Client: Historic Royal Palaces
• Construction Manager: F3G

to provide a modern hard-wearing
surface to deal with increased visitor
numbers which are expected to increase
from 5 up to 200 thousand per year.
Additional features specified were skidresistance, anti-slip and low maintenance
with a high aesthetic appearance, along
with the ability to handle vehicular
loads, minimise trip hazards and
accommodate new services by replacing
old with minimal cover. The judges were
impressed by the excellent combination
of resilience and attention to detail
achieved using carefully designed
exposed aggregate finishes. The result
– an excellent and high-profile exemplar
of local concreting abilities.

• Landscape Architect: The Paul

Hogarth Company
• Consulting Engineer: OCSC
• Specialist sub-contractor: RTU

Representatives of William & Henry Alexander
(Civil Engineering) Ltd and F3G, are presented
with the Best Civils Project in NI Award.

William & Henry Alexander (Civil Engineering) Ltd, 2 Waterworks Road, Omagh,
Co Tyrone, BT79 7JS. T: 028 8224 2348 – E: mail@alexander-civil.co.uk
www.alexander-civil.co.uk
52 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

CONCRETE & CEMENT

NORTHERN IRELAND REGION AWARDS 2018

EXCELLENCE IN
BUILDING PROJECTS

HIGHLY COMMENDED: MOORE CONCRETE FOR
SEVENOAKS SCHOOL, KENT

Grade A performance from
Moore Concrete

A

Grade A performance at
Sevenoaks School Science &
Technology and Sixth Form
Centres secured a Highly Commended
Award for Moore Concrete.
The ribbed precast concrete panels,
part of the building’s north light roof
structure, are the stand out feature of
this BREEAM Excellent project in Kent.
Although this relatively heavyweight
approach to the roof is unusual, the
concrete structure facilitates 7m

wide pitched spans with a
slender appearance, while
maintaining the concrete
aesthetic, integrating services
and providing thermal mass
Representatives of Moore Concrete are presented with the Highly
to the upper floor. The ribbed Commended Certificate for Excellence in Building Projects.
form increases the thermally
showcasing the versatility of concrete
massive surface area in these upper
in a high-quality education context.
spaces, which are exposed to the sun.
This combination of exposed concrete,
Concrete was used throughout as
glazing, timber and steel gives the
an integral part of the structural,
building a solid, workshop feel.
architectural and MEP strategy,

Moore Concrete Products Ltd, Caherty House, 41 Woodside Road, Ballymena, Co Antrim
T: 0 28 2565 2566 – E: info@moore-concrete.com
www.moore-concrete.com

BEST CIVILS
PROJECT

HIGHLY COMMENDED: NORTHSTONE FOR COLIN
CONNECT TRANSPORT HUB

Northstone Glides to the prize

N

orthstone Materials Division
and FORRME have been Highly
Commended for the company’s
provision of a unique pigmented
concrete solution at the transport hub
for Belfast’s new Glider system.
The recognition was for the company’s
work on the construction of the Colin
Town Centre Transport Hub on the
Stewartstown Road in Belfast.
The Colin Connect Transport Hub
is a vital part of the Department for
Infrastructure’s Belfast Rapid Transit

(BRT) system which is operated by
Translink under the Glider brand.
This project involved numerous
challenges, such as the production
process itself, ensuring consistency
of colour, and proper placing and
curing of the concrete by FORRME
to guarantee the desired effect of
coloured board-marked finishes.
In the Hub, a red pigmented concrete
was used to great effect for the
interior concourse of the building.
Approximately 150m3 of red concrete

Representatives of Northstone and FORRME are presented
with a Highly Commended Certificate for Best Civils Project.

was used in the Hub, with Northstone
and FORRME going through a
complicated process to ensure a
consistent finish.

Northstone, 99 Kingsway, Dunmurry, Belfast, BT17 9NU
T: 028 9055 1200 - E: info@northstone-ni.co.uk
www.northstone-ni.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE
CONCRETE INDUSTRY

WINNER:
KEN SMARTT

Ken is recognised for his dedication to
the industry

F

ormer Creagh Concrete Director,
Ken Smartt, has been recognised
for his dedication and expertise
by being presented with the inaugural,
Contribution to the Concrete Society
Award.
Introduced by sponsor, Taranto, to
reflect individuals who, by simply doing
their job to the best of their ability, are
promoting the concrete industry.
Over the years, Ken has been at the
forefront of precast innovation, helping

businesses to grow. As a respected
leader and mentor, Ken has also
helped many other people to develop
successful careers in the industry.
The judging panel stated, “This year’s
recipient is renowned in the industry
for all the attributes we wish to have:
hard working, integrity, helpful,
committed. Even in retirement, Ken’s
name continues to be synonymous
with concrete products throughout
Ireland and is still held in the highest

Ken Smartt is presented with the Contribution to the
Concrete Industry Award.

regard by customers and colleagues
alike.
“This award proves you don’t have to
be a giant in stature to be a giant in
the industry.”

“Even in retirement, Ken’s name continues to be synonymous with concrete
products throughout Ireland.”
BEST CIVILS
PROJECT

HIGHLY COMMENDED:
NORMAN EMERSON GROUP FOR AJ POWER

Norman Emerson Group has
the Power!

N

orman Emerson Group’s
work on a new concrete floor
for AJ Power in Portadown
has been Highly Commended.
The company was contracted by
Lowry Construction to supply and
place a new floor and new concrete
yard area at AJ Power’s new facility
at Carn.
The delivery of this high quality,
functional internal and external
industrial concrete floor slabs was

delivered within a
tight deadline and
demanded the use
of pumped concrete
throughout.
Facing a limited
Colin Emerson and George Emerson are presented with the
timescale, Emerson’s
Highly Commended Certificate for Best Civils Project.
prepared the
floor ahead of concrete pours by
polythene while steel mesh was placed
establishing diamonds around
on stools. All concrete was pumped on
stanchions. The company also
site, and floors were power-trowelled
supplied and fitted isolation joints and
and sealed with Sika Proseal.

Norman Emerson Group, 116-118 Ardmore Road, Derryadd, Lurgan, Co Armagh, BT66 6QP
T: 028 3834 0222 – E: info@normanemerson.com
www.normanemerson.com
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MANUFACTURER - ADCRETE

BRICK, TILE AND BAGGED CEMENT PRODUCTS HAVE ALL BEEN REBRANDED…

Lagan is now Breedon

F

ollowing the acquisition of
Lagan Group by Breedon
Group earlier this year,
Lagan’s brick, tile and bagged
cement products have been
rebranded as Breedon.
The company manufactures
a comprehensive range of
concrete roof tiles, clay facing
bricks and bagged cement
which it supplies to builders’
merchants across the UK and
Ireland.
This newly-branded range
has enhanced the portfolio of
specialist building products
available through Breedon’s
distributor network which also
includes a variety of decorative
aggregates, concrete products
and its famous Welsh Slate.
James Cousins, Regional
Director responsible for

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

Breedon’s specialist building
products, said, “It’s a very
exciting time to be part of
Breedon. We’ve spent the last
few months getting to know our
new colleagues, as well as the
products and plants within the
group, and the rebranding from
Lagan to Breedon demonstrates
our commitment to the market
to move forward as a single
brand, leveraging the strength
of the enlarged group to offer
our customers high-quality
products and the highest level
of customer service.
“It’s early days but one thing’s
for sure; we’ll be continuing
to grow and invest in our
business in the coming years,
with a continuing focus on our
customers throughout the UK
and Ireland.”

FOLLOW US ON:

“The company
manufactures a
comprehensive
range of
concrete roof
tiles, clay
facing bricks
and bagged
cement which
it supplies
to builders’
merchants
across the UK
and Ireland. “

Breedon Group plc is a leading
construction materials group in
the UK and Ireland. It operates
two cement plants, around
80 quarries, 40 asphalt plants,
170 ready-mixed concrete and
mortar plants, nine concrete
and clay products plants, four
contract surfacing businesses,
six import/export terminals and
two slate production facilities.
The Group employs nearly
3,000 people and has nearly
900 million tonnes of mineral
reserves and resources. The
group’s strategy is to continue
growing organically and
through the acquisition of
businesses in the heavyside
construction materials market.
For more information, visit
www.breedongroup.com or
contact 028 9264 7100.
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CONCRETE ADMIXTURES
FOR PRECAST, READY-MIX, MORTARS AND SCREEDS

Distributor for: Oscrete Construction Products
• Precast Concrete Admixtures
• Readymix Concrete Admixtures
• Quick drying Screeds
• Synthetic Fibres Micro and Macro
• Glass Fibres
• Microsilica
• Tubs and Liners

STRONGER TOGETHER!
T: 028 9262 6735
31 Enterprise House - 6 Enterprise Crescent - Lisburn - BT28 2BP

www.adcrete.co.uk
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MANUFACTURER - ADCRETE

CONCRETE ADMIXTURE
SPECIALIST, ADCRETE,
IS GROWING FROM
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH…

Stronger
together

A

dcrete distributes an extensive
range of high performance
admixtures that consistently
deliver high value technical solutions to
clients across the concrete industry all
over Ireland.
Adcrete is the sole distributor of
Oscrete products in Ireland and
Northern Ireland and, since it set up
in 2016, has established a reputation
for providing innovation, experience
and first-class partnering to the precast
concrete, ready-mix and ready-to-use
mortar industries.
The recent acquisition of Adcrete
by Oscrete will allow the additives
specialist to further develop its
activities in Ireland where it is building
a strong presence.
Adcrete Director, Gus Vaughan, said,
“I am confident that this backing from
Oscrete will lead to accelerated growth
for all stakeholders. We look forward
to a strong and successful future
together. We pride ourselves in having
a reputation for providing innovation,
experience and first-class partnering
to the precast concrete, ready-mix and
ready-to-use mortar industries.”
Oscrete Operations Director, Scott
Wilson, added, “The addition of
Adcrete to Oscrete’s enterprise
demonstrates the commitment we have
to grow our business in Ireland.
“It is an excellent strategic fit for us and
a natural progression that will build on
the already strong relationship we have
with the Adcrete team.”
The first strategic move following
the reinforcement of the partnership
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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Adcrete Directors Johnny Mooney (left) and Gus Vaughan (right) pictured with the company’s new Sales Manager in
Ireland, Jonathan Tiernan.

“The addition of Adcrete to Oscrete’s enterprise
demonstrates the commitment we have to grow our
business in Ireland.”
between Adcrete and Oscrete
was the appointment of our new
Sales Manager in Ireland, Jonathan
Tiernan.
Jonathan commented, “I’m
delighted to be given the
opportunity to join Adcrete. The
growth of the company is staggering
and I’m really looking forward to the
challenge and I feel I have a lot of
opportunities to bring to the team.”
Adcrete Director, Johnny Mooney,
stated, “Working with JT has already
started at a great pace, and it’s
refreshing to see how much he is
respected and admired within the
industry. Already, his appetite for
the challenge is remarkable, and
we are seriously excited about the
opportunities JT can bring to the
company.”
Adcrete distributes an extensive
range of high performance
admixtures to clients across the
concrete industry all over Ireland.
Oscrete, part of the Christyens
UK group of companies, has
seen a double digit increase in its
turnover for the past six years and

is one of the UK’s leading specialist
construction chemical suppliers.
Along with the proven product quality
excellence, Adcrete is supported
by highly trained technical support
staff enabling customers to innovate,
continually develop their products and
add value to their business.
The list of products and partnerships
Adcrete is developing is extensive and
includes high performance superplasticising; waterproofing agents;
VMAs; accelerators; quick drying
screed; retarders; process aids; GRC
admixtures; synthetic fibres (micro and
macro); Alkali resistant glass fibres;
microsilica and mortar tubs and liners.
It also includes plastic products for
construction and traffic management;
precast repair material; mould
release; water repellent; oil repellent
protection; graffiti resistant cleaners
and sealers; efflorescence and
carbonation protection; ecological
cleaners and strippers; stain removers
and grease removers, and many more.
For more information, visit
www.oscrete.com or
www.adcrete.co.uk
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SUPPLIER - CARRYDUFF BUILDING SUPPLIES

CUSTOMERS CAN EXPECT AN IMPRESSIVE PRODUCT OFFERING AND EXCELLENT
CUSTOMER SERVICE AT CARRYDUFF BUILDING SUPPLIES…

Getting better all the time

‘S

mall enough to care, big
enough to cope’ is the motto at
Carryduff Building Supplies and
it’s one that describes the company
perfectly.
Carryduff started out as ‘Farm Feeds
and Supplies’ in 1985. As well as
animal feed, farmers began looking
for building materials such as block,
sand and cement and that’s how the
company entered the construction
sector.
“We purchased a concrete plant in
1996 and, in 1999, we changed our
name to Carryduff Building Supplies.
Since then, we’ve grown from strength
to strength and we’re known in the
industry for our reliability and excellent
customer service,” said Richard
Gilliland, Director at the company.
Carryduff Building Supplies provides
a range of concrete products to
the sector, including liquid screed,
reinforcing mesh, ready mixed
concrete, floor screed and mortar.
All products are sourced from the
most reputable, market-leading
manufacturers.
A knowledgeable and experienced
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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team of professionals are on hand
to discuss the customer’s particular
requirements when it comes to
concrete and cement and indeed in
relation to any material they’re after.
Alongside cement and concrete,
Carryduff Building Supplies also
provides timber, plasterboard,
insulation, roof tiles and drainage
products, to mention just a few. As the
industry changes and diversifies, so too
does the range of products available at
Carryduff.
“We’ve certainly adapted to the
changing needs of the sector over the
years. Our customers come first; our
aim is to have the products they need
in stock at all times.”
In order to keep up with customer
demand, the company installed a new
pre-cast production facility in 2012 and,
in 2015, a new concrete plant was also
installed.
The effects of the recession weren’t
particularly felt at Carryduff Building
Supplies.
“Our turnover only fell one year during
the recession and we’ve continued
to grow ever since. I think there are

a couple of reasons for that. Myself
and my brother Andrew came into
the business around that time and
that maybe helped push the business
a bit, it gave it a different kind of
momentum.
“Also, one thing that has always stood
us in good stead is our continued
loyalty to the small builders. Some of
the other suppliers who were pushing
the bigger sites and bigger builders
found that their work fell dramatically
during the downturn. The smaller
builders were able to keep going and
therefore, so were we.”
2018 is proving to be another
successful year for Carryduff Building
Supplies. With 17 lorries on the road,
customers are never left waiting for
their deliveries.
“We cover a good part of Northern
Ireland and are always willing to go the
extra mile to ensure a happy customer.
Construction is definitely buoyant at
the moment and we expect 2019 to be
another good year.”
For more information, email info@
carryduffbuildingsupplies.com or visit
www.carryduffbuildingsupplies.com
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QUALITY is a floor screed
supplied by a Smet
Supported Partner

bringing european innovation

FS 570760

EMS 611077 OHS 623892

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Smet Building Products Ltd
93A Belfast Road | Newry | BT34 1QH | Northern Ireland
T: +44 (0) 28 3026 6833 | F: +44 (0) 28 3026 7619
E: info@smetbuildingproducts.com
www.smetbuildingproducts.com or www.smet.ie
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SUPPLIER: SMET

THIS AWARD-WINNING
BUILDING PRODUCTS
SPECIALIST OFFERS AN
UNRIVALLED DEPTH OF
KNOWLEDGE AND SERVICE…

SMET -

the perfect
project
partner

S

MET is an award-winning
local company dedicated
to delivering innovative
floor screeds, renders, plasters,
professional tiling systems, natural
hydraulic lime products and
Streetscape® BS 7533 compliant
mortars to the UK and Ireland.
As a family-run business, its strength
is delivering innovative high-quality
products supported by exceptional
technical and conscientious customer
service.
SMET’s quick growing success can be
attributed to the unmatched wealth of
expert knowledge and experience in
providing technical advice, problemsolving back up and a responsive
support and solution focused service.
SMET materials are laid only by ‘Smet
Supported Partners’, who will take
the time to advise and support you,
offering onsite logistics and sound
expertise.
Smet Supported Flooring Partners,
based throughout the UK and Ireland,
offer effective, comprehensive

Patrick Anderson, Chief Financial Officer of award sponsor, Translink (far left) presents the Best Small Business
Award to Smet Building Products Ltd - (from left), Joris Smet, Managing Director, Deborah Smet, Marketing
Manager, and Dr Colette Hood, Operations Manager.

solutions for any domestic,
commercial, industrial or designflooring requirement in any region.
One of the major benefits of being a
Smet Supported Partner is the ability
to tap into SMET’s diverse wealth of
knowledge and expertise, with the
team available to consult on projects,
carry out pre-site surveys and deliver a
tailored aftercare package.
Explaining how this process
guarantees peace of mind, Joris
Smet, Director, said, “With our depth
of experience we are able to offer
effective solutions, reassuring clients
they will enjoy a high-quality service
before, during and on completion of
their project.”
Joris added, “This demonstrates bestpractice in construction partnerships,
creating a unique working relationship
which benefits our Supported Partner,
benefits SMET and delights the
customer - which is, ultimately, what
we are all setting out to achieve.”
Becoming a SMET customer, or ‘Smet
Supported Partner’, empowers clients

For the sign of quality in floor screed
solutions, look no further than the
Smet Supported Partner logo.
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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with additional benefits, creating a
mutually beneficial working partnership.
“It is not a one-size-fits-all solution,”
explained Joris. “We ascertain and
meet the specific needs of each Smet
Supported Partner, helping them delight
their customers, the end user, with a
total flooring solution in compliance with
BS 8204-7:2003.”
SMET is renowned for its comprehensive
range of professional CE marked,
EPD certified products. The flooring
range includes; calcium sulphate-based
screed binders; self-smoothing calcium
sulphate-based screeds and compounds;
cement-based screed binders; selfsmoothing cement-based screeds;
lightweight flowing screeds; professional
tiling materials and tools; tanking
and wet-room solutions; and barrier
coats, primers and bonding agents.
These products are for any domestic,
commercial, industrial or design-flooring
use.
Suffice to say, the SMET product
portfolio includes a German-made floor
solution for any flooring requirement.
Get in touch for your upcoming floor
screed or tiling project. Contact
Smet Building Products Ltd
on (UK) 028 3026 6833
or (RoI) 00353 (0) 1 697 8586,
e-mail info@smetbuildingproducts.com
or visit www.smetbuildingproducts.com
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MANUFACTURER: CREAGH CONCRETE

The Spantherm precast concrete flooring system installed at Farm Lodge.

SPANTHERM INSTALLED ON EXCLUSIVE NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN
MAGHERAFELT…

Perfect precast concrete flooring
by Spantherm

A

n exclusive new housing
development in
Magherafelt is benefitting
from the energy efficient by
design credentials of Spantherm.
The Farm Lodge development
will encompass 70 new homes
and will be completed in 2019
by main contractor, McAllister
Builders.
Spantherm is an insulated,
precast concrete flooring
system designed specifically
for residential and commercial
ground floors. The composite
slab combines structural concrete
and high performance expanded
polystyrene insulation to provide
a structural floor that minimises
cold bridging and maximises
thermal performance. Spantherm
Plus and Graphite are also
available for improved thermal
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

performance.
The composite slab combines
structural concrete and high
performance Expanded
Polystyrene (EPS) insulation to
provide a superior thermal floor.
This structural flooring system
is mechanically placed, using
lorry mounted cranes to improve
health and safety on-site, reducing
labour, waste, risks and cost. The
floor is installed quickly and is
thermally efficient and affordable.
With a general skills shortage
on-site and the increasing burden
of health and safety legislation,
house builders are increasingly
receptive to a system like
Spantherm which radically reduces
the amount of on-site labour
required to fit flooring and the
associated reduction in handling
and vehicle movements.

FOLLOW US ON:

“Spantherm
reduces
on-site
construction
time, labour
and waste
allowing us
to speed up
our build
times which
is exactly
what every
builder
wants.”

Director of McAlister Builders,
Trevor McAlister, commented,
“This was a no brainer for us.
Spantherm reduces on-site
construction time, labour and
waste allowing us to speed up
our build times which is exactly
what every builder wants.”
For more information on
Spantherm, contact Creagh
Concrete on 028 7965
0500, e-mail spantherm@
creaghconcrete.com or visit
www.creaghconcrete.co.uk/
spantherm.html

PROJECT DETAILS…
Project: Farm Lodge,
Magherafelt, N. Ireland
Client: McAllister Builders
Location: Magherafelt
Product: Spantherm Flooring
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MANUFACTURER AND DISTRIBUTOR: RTU

AS RTU CONTINUES TO DEVELOP AND GROW, MANAGING DIRECTOR, DAVID MCILROY
EXPLAINS THAT 2019 WILL BE ANOTHER YEAR OF CONTINUOUS INNOVATION FOR THE
COMPANY…

RTU - Always smart. Always ready

R

TU has established itself as one
of Northern Ireland’s leading
construction and building
materials suppliers of concrete, mortar,
decorative materials, plaster and
screed and Managing Director, David
McIlroy, is looking ahead to 2019 with
confidence.
“RTU is always looking to the future
and focusing on how we can continually
evolve products and service to ensure
we’re offering our customers the very
best,” he said. “We see ourselves as
a part of every client’s team, so in
essence, it’s as a partnership to deliver
the best outcome for every project.”
RTU’s iconic modern fleet services
the company’s distribution from a
cutting-edge manufacturing plant in
Newtownabbey, and it’s at this plant
that the company produces two unique
products that have revolutionised
building and design. These include
its Exposa® and Ultraflo® signature
products.
Exposa® is a beautiful decorative
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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concrete, which is the first choice for
any hard landscaping project and
the ultimate alternative to traditional
paving, asphalt, tarmac and loose
gravel. What makes Exposa® stand
out from the crowd is the variety
of colours on offer that allows
designers and architects to be as
bold or subtle in their design work.
Ultraflo® is Ireland’s only ready
mixed hemihydrate liquid floor
screed with unique properties
that make it an ideal solution
for all domestic and commercial
projects. It offers improved energy
efficiency and lower running costs
with underfloor heating, and being
a hemihydrate screed means it
requires no buffing/grinding to the
floor surface.
Renowned for delivering quality,
performance and visual appeal
to projects across the domestic
and commercial markets, RTU’s
impressive portfolio includes the
supply to landmark schemes such as

Ulster University, Galgorm Spa, Titanic
Walkway and the recently launched
Elms BT1 Student Accommodation
at College Avenue as well as
numerous self-build and agricultural
requirements.
David added, “Our combined product
and construction knowledge makes
us the ultimate construction and
building materials partner to enhance
productivity and deliver the best onsite supplier solutions.
“At RTU, we help to counter the
challenges faced by our customers by
offering project-specific solutions that
ensure hassle-free delivery and peace
of mind.
“A combination of expertise and
experience delivers high-performance,
top quality and visually impactful
products supported by expert
consultation, seamless logistics, and
excellent customer service.”
For more information, telephone 028
9085 1441, e-mail sales@tru.co.uk or
visit www.rtu.co.uk
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CONCRETE & CEMENT

MANUFACTURER - FOSCROC

Concrete
innovations

IMAGE

F

osroc is continually looking at
developing innovative solutions
using the latest technology to
extend our solutions for both new
build and refurbishment projects. The
company’s latest innovations include:
Lokfix E range - Fosroc Lokfix resins have
been holding fixings for decades. Fosroc’s
recently-launched Lokfix E range brings
new fixing opportunities to the market.
Combining an industry-trusted brand with
a clean and easy approach to application,
Lokfix E has been tested to European
Standards and comes with accreditation
and a new wave of design support to
ensure that the correct product is in
use every time. Further information is
available at www.lokfix.com

• Renderoc DSR - a rapid setting dry
spray concrete designed for large
area repairs.
• Renderoc LA60 - a high flow micro
concrete designed for highways
repairs.
• Renderoc ST 05 - Fosroc’s
protective cementitious coating and
levelling mortar can now be tinted to
match existing concrete.
• Conbextra PM and BM grouts are
being successfully supplied into the
precast sector with contractors finding
that these superior products have
helped increase productivity on site.

Available from Fosroc distributors throughout
Northern Ireland, or contact:
enquiryuk@fosroc.com
01827 262222
www.fosroc.com
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T 028 9055 1379

• Supercast Watertight Concrete
Powder - The company’s latest
admixture is being used in the ready
mix industry to produce watertight
concrete and also forms an integral
part of Fosroc’s waterproofing range. It
joins the company’s range of Auramix
and Auracast admixtures which are
supplied to the readymix and precast
industries.
For more information or to find your
nearest distributor, contact Fosroc
on 01827 262222 or visit
www.fosroc.com

T 028 9521 0360
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CONCRETE & CEMENT

SUPPLIER - NORMAN EMERSON GROUP

Customer service strategy from
Norman Emerson Group

N

orman Emerson Group has
two specialised ready mixed
concrete processing plants
at Ardmore, Lurgan and Tandragee,
providing a daily capacity of upwards
of 1,200m3 over the working day.
The distinctive red and white striped
livery of the Emerson delivery fleet is
supplemented with sub-contracting
partners that can bring extra delivery
capacity to meet spikes in demand.
Gareth Morrison is the RMC Production
Manager responsible for the day-to-day
running of the two plants.
Gareth said, “We are dedicated to the
provision of a quality product married
with quality delivery scheduling.”
Production, under the direction of
Colin Emerson as Production Director,

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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is supported by Steven Dowds, Group
Quality Manager, who manages the
company’s ISO 9001 ready mixed
concrete quality system. The company
has its own fully fitted laboratory to
assist in the delivery of its quality
programme and outsources the
assistance of Concrete Testing Services
(Antrim) to ensure the integrity of its
processes.
The Emerson Group’s contract division
provides a specialised service as a
strategic ‘bolt on’ to the RMC division.
It is headed up by Manager, Anthony
McConville, who coordinates five
professional concrete surfacing teams.
Anthony explained, “We specialise
in integrated concrete surface
services which can deliver design, site

preparation, surfacing and associated
infrastructure ranging from laneways,
commercial yards and internal flooring
to agricultural silos and domestic
back yards. We can offer a full range
of surfaces finishes depending on
customer requirements.”
For more information, telephone
028 3834 0222 or visit
www.normanemerson.com
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CONCRETE & CEMENT

MANUFACTURER: ECOCEM

Ecocem - the ‘Next Generation Cement’

E

cocem’s 25kg bagged ‘Next
Generation Cement’ is
technically advanced, and
proven to produce concrete which
is stronger and longer lasting than
those made using only traditional
ordinary portland cement.
But what is ‘Next Generation
Cement’? Distributed throughout
Ireland, Ecocem’s ‘Next Generation
Cement’ is an award-winning
cement and the best available
technology for minimising the
environmental impact of concrete,
whilst maximising its technical
performance. Using Ecocem cement
produces a concrete which has a
whiter, smoother finish. It maintains
longer open times, greater
workability and requires fewer
admixtures.
Ecocem’s bagged cement is ideal
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for applications such as concrete,
mortars, screed and renders.
Ecocem’s cement is fully certified
for use within the cement standards
and commonly used in the farming,
commercial and residential sectors.
As a result of all these benefits, the
numbers of plasterers, bricklayers,
paving contractors, ground workers
and flooring specialists using
Ecocem 25Kg bags continues to rise
considerably.
For more information on Ecocem,
telephone 00353 (0)1 678 1800,
e-mail info@ecocem.ie or visit
www.ecocem.ie

“Using Ecocem cement
produces a stronger and
longer lasting concrete.”
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CONCRETE & CEMENT

MANUFACTURER AND DISTRIBUTOR: MOORE CONCRETE

Moore Concrete’s Precast Green Evolution

E

COncrete®’s innovative Bio
Active wall technology from
Moore Concrete doesn’t
demand the elaborate soil and
watering systems that other green
wall systems require.
Richard Whiteside, Sales Manager
at Moore Concrete, explained, “The
rugged texture and relief increase
the wall’s ability to capture water,
and enables plants to effectively latch
onto the wall surface. Overall, the
ECOncrete® Bio Active wall provides
an effective, low maintenance, easily
installed green wall solution.”
The Bio Active tiles are 30cm square
in size and can be easily fitted to
various types of existing or new
buildings. As well as creating
ecologically active infrastructure, the
tiles themselves have been described
as adding an aesthetically pleasing

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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dimension to construction
projects.
Belfast garden designer,
Linda McKeown, incorporated
ECOncrete® Bio Active Tiles
into her award-winning garden
design at the Bloom festival
earlier this year. It was her ability
to combine the aesthetic and
structural aspects within the
overall garden’s theme which
most caught the judge’s eye. By
common consent, the vertical
wall featuring ECOncrete® Bio Active
Wall Tiles formed a stunning backdrop
to the overall garden.
Richard added, “For us, a great
endorsement of ECOncrete® Bio
Active Wall Tiles came from comments
by designers and contractors alike at
the Landscape Show, held in Battersea
Park, London, in September. This was

only surpassed by attendees voting us
Best in Show.
Moore Concrete are excited to be
the manufacturing and distribution
partner for ECOncrete® in the UK &
Ireland.”
For further details see
www.moore-concrete.com or call a
member of Moore Concrete’s civils
team on 028 2565 2566 Ext 3.
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ACOUSTIC PANELS

E

Ecophon strengthens
its Solo offer
THE MARKET-LEADING RANGE OF FREE HANGING
ACOUSTIC PANELS HAS BEEN EXPANDED TO
INCLUDE LARGER SIZES, INTEGRATED LUMINARIES
AND NEW BAFFLE DESIGNS…
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cophon has launched the latest
extensions to Ecophon Solo™,
its market leading family of free
hanging acoustic panels.
The new additions to the already
extensive product portfolio of versatile
acoustic absorbers provide architects
and designers with even greater choice
and creative freedom.
Launched as the first acoustic cloud
to the market almost ten years ago,
Ecophon Solo™ is a design-friendly,
free-hanging sound absorber that,
due to its versatility, can be installed
in virtually any space. The Solo range
features panels in a variety of standard
shapes, including square, rectangular
and circles, while Solo Freedom allows
designers to express themselves
creatively with custom shapes and
colours. The latest expansion of
the range introduces larger sizes,
integrated luminaries and new baffle
designs.
The innovative glass wool core
used in Ecophon panels provides a
lightweight, stable solution that is
strong and rigid regardless of the
size or shape. This makes it possible
for Ecophon to produce uniquely
large panels. This is seen in the newly
launched 3000x1200mm rectangle

FOLLOW US ON:
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ACOUSTIC PANELS

- the largest on the market - and
the 2400 x 600mm thin rectangle.
Ecophon’s Connect Profile and
accessories makes installation simple
and means that even the largest size
panels are quick to fit on site.
The expanded Solo offering now
also provides a combined lighting
and sound absorption option. The
Ecophon Line™ luminaire, one of
three normally only available in the
Ecophon Focus™ range, has now
been integrated in the 2400x1200mm
Solo panel. Solo Rectangle Line is
delivered with the opal integrated in
the panel so installation is as simple
as hanging the panel, adding the
included luminaire and connecting
into the lighting system.
Following the recent growth in the
architectural popularity of baffles,
Ecophon has taken the company’s
offer to the next level with Ecophon
Solo™ Baffle Wave and Ecophon
Solo™ Baffle ZigZag - innovative
shapes designed to complement the
traditional straight edge baffle.
Furthermore, due to the growing
recognition of the importance of
adding sound absorbers to walls,
Ecophon has also added Solo™ Baffle
on Wall to the product family. This
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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simple change allows an architect to
continue the baffle design onto the
walls, making an aesthetic statement
while creating an even better sound
environment.
Ecophon recognises that often, either
as part of the design or due to a lack
of ceiling height, Solo may need to be
installed close to the soffit. To make
this simple, Ecophon has developed
a new, simple, direct fixing solution
which makes it possible to easily install
the Solo panels as close as 50 mm
from the soffit.
Will Jones, Marketing Manager at
Ecophon, said, “The design of interior
spaces has a huge effect on people’s
experience, so architects need the
freedom to design with solutions that
not only deliver the required acoustic
performance but also complement
and even enhance the design of a
space.
“The new products and updates to
the Solo range strengthen our offer
and mean we have the widest range of
free-hanging absorbers on the market.
Since we launched the original system
it has become a favourite among
architects and we are proud to still be
building on what we started almost a
decade ago.”

ALAN CRAMPTON
Regional Manager, Scotland &
Ireland
T: 07979 703421
E: alan.crampton@ecophon.co.uk
SIOBHAN McGUINNESS
Area Manager, RoI
T: 00353 87 918 9149
E: siobhan.mcguinness@ecophon.ie
ANDREW ACHESON
Area Manager, NI
T: 07717 538983
E: andrew.acheson@ecophon.co.uk
ANDREW DUFFY
Project Specification Manager, RoI
T: 00353 86 784 3722
E: andrew.duffy@ecophon.ie
W: www.ecophon.co.uk

For more information about the
Ecophon Solo™ range visit
www.ecophon.com/thenewsolo
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HMS CAROLINE PUMP HOUSE

PROJECT IN FOCUS

HMS Caroline Pump House
MAIN CONTRACTOR
AWARD-WINNING ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND A PARTNERSHIP APPROACH
FROM TRACEY BROTHERS…

T

racey Brothers combined
traditional skills and modern
construction methods to
deliver an award-winning finish
at the HMS Caroline’s new visitor
centre.
The landscaping works around
Alexandra Dock and the
restoration works to Thompson
Dock Pump House now provide
a new quayside visitor centre
and exhibition space dedicated
to telling the personal stories of
those who served on the HMS
Caroline.
The ship is the last remaining
British WW1 light cruiser still
afloat and the sole survivor of the
Battle of Jutland, which has been
described as having changed the

course of the First World War.
The National Museum of the
Royal Navy (NMRN) and the
Department of Enterprise Trade
and Investment have worked as
partners to restore and interpret
HMS Caroline through an
£11million refit to launch it for a
new life as a floating museum.
In the next step of this
regeneration process, the historic
Pump House that served the
dock where Titanic was built has
now been transformed into a
visitor centre for HMS Caroline
and features much of the original
Edwardian-era machinery and
associated technology.
Working collaboratively with
the NMRC’s project managers,

Artelia, and conservation architect,
Consarc, and the rest of the
design team, Tracey Brothers once
again displayed the company’s
partnership approach.
Alan Brennan, Contracts Manager
at Tracey Brothers, commented,
“This was a painstaking process to
ensure we preserved the history
of this important site and the
entire project required a lot of
co-operation and co-ordination
between the client and the design
and construction teams. We’re
delighted to have been involved
in this project and at the feedback
that it has already received from
the general public.”
He added, “We used traditional
building skills in diverse elements

“Tracey Brothers once again displayed the
company’s partnership approach on this project.”
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such as stonework, lead work
and conservation brickwork.
We had to gain approval on all
the samples of salvaged bricks
proposed for replacement
material while the slate was
salvaged from the original
building and reused after careful
removal. We made every effort
to retain as much of the original
materials as possible.”
This was demonstrated on the
dock, where the cobbles were
removed one by one, washed and
individually repositioned by hand
in their original locations and
patterns. Where new materials
were required, these were
sourced as natural stone and
exposed aggregate concrete, as
appropriate for the location.
Tracey Brothers called on the
expertise of specialist craftsmen
to carry out various crafts and
meet intricate requirements of
this project.

Modern construction techniques
were also incorporated through
the bespoke gangways, bridges
and complex permanent mooring
system.
A 25-metre footbridge was
installed across the mouth of
Alexandra Dock to effectively
open up access to Alexandra
Dock from the Pump House for
the first time in many decades.
The bridge was one of the
final pieces in completing this
complex and very attractive
cluster of Victorian architecture,
engineering and marine
technologies centred on HMS
Caroline.
This painstaking attention
to detail and commitment
to heritage has been warmly
received by visitors from across
the world and has also caught the
eye of the judges, with Tracey
Brothers winning the Restoration
Award 2018 at the prestigious

Construction Employers
Federation Construction
Excellence Awards for the
company’s work on this project.

HMS CAROLINE PUMP HOUSE

PROJECT IN FOCUS

PROJECT TEAM...
Client: National Museum of
Royal Navy
Main Contractor: Tracey
Brothers Ltd
Project Manager: Artelia UK
Architect: Consarc Design
Group
Landscape Architect: Park
Hood
M&E Engineer: Caldwell
Consulting
Consultant Engineer: RPS
Group
M&E contractor: William
Coates

Tracey Brothers Ltd, Drumlyon House, Drumlyon, Enniskillen,
Co. Fermanagh, BT74 5TB. T: 028 6632 3471 – E: mail@traceybros.com
www.traceybros.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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PROJECT IN FOCUS

M&E CONTRACTOR
WILLIAM COATES IS BACK ON BOARD WITH A COMPREHENSIVE
M&E PACKAGE…

W

illiam Coates has once
again showcased the
company’s ability to
meet the specific requirements of
heritage projects by completing
a comprehensive M&E
installation at the HMS Caroline
Pump House.
The award-winning M&E
engineering services company
has already completed the
M&E installation on the HMS
Caroline – the last remaining
British WW1 light cruiser still
afloat and the sole survivor of
the Battle of Jutland that has
been transformed into a floating
museum and highly popular
tourist attraction.
The restoration of the Pump
House at Alexandra Dock into a
visitor centre is the next step in

this ambitious restoration project
and following the company’s
successful and painstaking work
on the HMS Caroline, William
Coates was the obvious choice to
complete this phase.
“Working on the HMS Caroline
was probably the most unique
projects we’ve ever been
involved in,” explained Gary
Coleman, Managing Director,
William Coates. “Not many
companies can say that have
carried out work on a WW1
cruiser and it was a superb
challenge for our team. So we
were delighted to return to the
Alexandra Dock and to work
with Tracey Bros Ltd on another
aspect of this restoration project.
“While not to the same levels as
HMS Caroline, the Pump House

still offered us with the type of
challenges you’d expect from
working on a heritage project.”
Versatility has always been a
strength of William Coates and
the company was able to find the
right balance between respecting
the heritage of the Pump House
while still successfully installing a
modern M&E system.
The Mallusk-based company
already had a strong working
relationship with the National
Museum of the Royal Navy
from the HMS Caroline project
and William Coates enhanced
this with a superb partnership
approach with main contractor,
Tracey Brothers Ltd.
The first stage involved the
stripping out of the existing M&E
services, which also included the

The Pump House still offered us with the type of challenges
you’d expect from working on a heritage project.”
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The M&E solutions
installed by William
Coates included:
ELECTRICAL
• Strip-out of existing

services.
• Removal of hazardous oil

from existing switchgear.
• Cable trays and

trunkings.
• General power.
• General lighting.
• Feature/display lighting.
• Fire alarm system.
• Security system.
• Data system.
• Maintaining existing

removal of hazardous oil from the
switchgear that was in place.
The electrical installation focused
on providing a comprehensive
lighting package that included
general, feature and display
lighting both internally and
externally as well as a fire and
security system incorporating fire
alarms and CCTV solutions.
The mechanical installation
involved heating, hot water and
wastewater systems as well as
air-conditioning and ventilation.
William Coates also installed a
Building Management System to
control these various aspects.
William Coates also had to
maintain existing services to
other buildings while connecting
various elements with those on
HMS Caroline.
The completion of the Pump
House adds to a project portfolio
at William Coates that is as

diverse as it is impressive.
Formed in 1963, the company
has grown to become one of the
leading mechanical and electrical
building services and facility
management contractors in the UK
and Ireland.
With a team of highly qualified
and motivated electrical and
mechanical professionals,
William Coates is committed to
understanding customers and their
requirements, executing projects
safely to the highest level of quality
possible. Its core philosophy
of quality, value, service and
delivery, enables the team to
focus on project completion on
time, within budget and carried
out to the highest possible
standard. This ethos has played a
major role in ensuring long-term
repeat business, which has been
fundamental to the company’s
continued success.

services to other
buildings.

HMS CAROLINE PUMP HOUSE

M&E SOLUTIONS

• Connection of various

systems onto ship.
• External lighting.
• External CCTV.
• Dockside services

(power/data).
• Mechanical wiring

including gas boiler,
controls, AC system.
• Audio visual installation.

MECHANICAL
• General Plumbing
• Soils and Wates
• LPHW Space Heating
• Gas
• Ventilation
• Air-conditioning
• BMS
• Testing &

Commissioning

William Coates Ltd, 37 Mallusk Road, Newtownabbey
T: 028 9034 2560 - E: info@williamcoates.com
www.williamcoates.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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HMS CAROLINE PUMP HOUSE

STREET FURNITURE
ANOTHER QUALITY PROJECT
FROM ASF ENGINEERING…

A

SF Engineering has
enhanced the practicality
and overall aesthetics
of the renewed area around
the Pump House for visitors
by supplying a range of street
furniture that includes benches
and litter bins.
Established in 1996, ASF
Engineering has manufactured
a wide range of street furniture
for many prestigious public
realm schemes, parks and retail
developments throughout the
UK and Ireland. In addition, ASF
Engineering can count a range
of local councils, Department
of Infrastructure, Department
of Communities, the Education
Authority and some of the

province’s largest
civil engineering
and building
contractors
amongst its clients.
With its own
dedicated
workshop near
Kells, County
Antrim, ASF
Engineering can design and
manufacture products to meet
exacting specifications, including
unique items. The company’s
product range includes shelters,
bollards, car-park barriers,
cycle stands, gates and railings,
lighting, litter bins, picnic tables,
planters, posts and rails, seating
and tree furniture.

ASF Engineering,
54 Greenfield Road, Kells,
Ballymena, BT42 3NG
T: Melvin Smyth,
on 07710 947 796
www.asfengineering.com

TIMBER WINDOWS AND DOORS
CRAFTSMANSHIP AND QUALITY BY JCS
JOINERY PROVIDE HERITAGE SOLUTIONS…

J

CS Joinery & Glazing
provided a specialist
solution to match the
heritage requirements of the
refurbished Pump House at
HMS Caroline.
Established in 1991, the familyrun business has become adept
at meeting the challenges of
heritage projects such as this
that require windows and doors
that can seamlessly replicate the
original aesthetic.
Providing a wide range of
services to the public and
private sector throughout
Ireland and the UK, JCS
Joinery & Glazing manufactures
solutions for both new build,
heritage and refurbishment
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projects.
The company is a specialist
in the manufacture and
installation of timber
windows, doors and
staircases for residential and
commercial projects as well
as the reproduction of these
solutions for conservation
areas and listed buildings. In
recent years, the company
has also grown to deliver
products for shopfitting.
The versatility and quality
of workmanship has won
the company many major
contracts throughout the
country working alongside
top architects and design
teams.

JCS Joinery & Glazing, Curran
Business Park, Portland Road,
Larne, BT40 1DH
T: 028 2827 3895
E: jcsjoinery@googlemail.com
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PAVING MATERIALS SUPPLIER
A COLLABORATIVE, CONSULTATIVE APPROACH FROM HARDSCAPE…

H

ardscape Ireland is
privileged to be amongst
the stakeholders involved
in the creation of the exterior
hard landscape to the HMS
Caroline Pump House Visitor
Centre and Museum.
The company played an integral
role in adding value to the
surrounding quay area where the
famous ship is now docked.
HMS Caroline is the sole
surviving vessel from the Battle
of Jutland in 1916. After life as a
C-class light cruiser in the Royal
Navy and as an administration
centre, she was decommissioned
in 2011, at which time she was
the second oldest ship in service
after HMS Victory. In July,
2017 HMS Caroline opened to
the public as a museum ship
at Alexandra Dock beside the
Titanic Pump House, which has

now been converted into a new
Visitor Centre that was officially
opened in 2018.
Hardscape’s ability to source
materials with the most careful
consideration of technical, ethical
and sustainable requirements
was critical to this heritagesensitive project.
Respecting the individual
demands of all parties involved
in production and logistics,
Hardscape’s ultimate aim was to
deliver a high quality service. This
was achieved by working closely
with landscape architect, Park
Hood Design, Belfast, and main
contractor, Tracey Brothers.
The collaborative approach
led to the supply of materials
including European Silva Vilar
granite kerbs and Chinese Yellow
Rock granite setts and paving
alongside bespoke treads,

HMS CAROLINE PUMP HOUSE

PROJECT IN FOCUS

risers, cladding, blister tactiles
and quoin pieces. Hardscape
also supplied a range of
reconstituted cobble stones to
match in with the existing stones
in place.
This project is another perfect
example of how Hardscape
helps to drive the inspirational
process of combining quality
paving materials with vision and
research to create outstanding
public spaces.
Established in 1994, Hardscape
is now a respected hard
landscaping materials
supplier with global reach and
experience, employing 60+
people. The company uses its
expertise and love of natural
and man-made materials to
ethically and sustainably source
the highest quality materials
from across the world.

Hardscape Ireland, Building C, Holywood Road, Belfast, BT4 3BD.
T: 028 9099 2500
www.hardscape.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

FOLLOW US ON:

NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE | 79

Keeping the cost of going UP, Down

HIRE | SALES | PARTS | TRAINING | INSTALLATION

UK: +44 (0) 28 90 454599 • Ireland: +353 (01) 802 7173
E: info@ridgeway-online.com • www.ridgeway-online.com

ACCESS, SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORT

SUPPLIER: RIDGEWAY

USING DATED EQUIPMENT TO WORK AT HEIGHT CAN BE DANGEROUS AND YOUR
EXISTING TOWER MIGHT NOT MEET CURRENT WORK AT HEIGHT REGULATIONS.

Ridgeway – keeping the cost of
going UP, Down

R

idgeway can assess what
you really need to bring your
access equipment up to spec,
whatever the make. As the all-Ireland
distributor for INSTANT UpRight,
the world’s leading alloy tower
manufacturer, the Ridgeway team
will inspect your existing towers and
access equipment and advise a costeffective solution.
The company works with a specialised
company that will help you make an
informed decision and ensure that
you are not compromising on safety.
Ridgeway can supply brand new
INSTANT towers if you are looking to
replace or add to your existing work
at height equipment.
Whatever your sector, whatever
the task, if versatility and speed are
central to your access problem, then
the INSTANT range of modular tower
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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components should be the first place
you look. INSTANT towers are:
• Lightweight - heavy duty aluminium
construction, easy to handle and easy
to transport.
• Strong - features the unique ‘RibGrip’ joint guaranteed for ten years.
• Simple – fewer components, easier
assembly.
• Guaranteed - no warranty issues and
now Ridgeway has extended its 3 year
warranty to a 10 year warranty on all IU
manufactured parts.
• Long Lifespan - the product can have
a potential lifespan of up to 20 years.
• Compliant – The range is Working at
Height (WAH) compliant and EN1004
accredited.
There is a large range of different
tower configurations, integral ladders,

facade systems, walkways and
foldaway SNAPPY work platforms.
Whether you need to kit out an
entire construction site or simply
want to change a light bulb in your
office, there is only one way - the
Ridgeway way.
Ridgeway offers hire, sales, parts
and training along with assembly
squads who are all PASMA trained
to advanced rigger standard,
operating within BS1139 part 6
procedures.
To bring your aluminium tower
‘up to spec’ and to order
replacement components, call
Ridgeway’s Belfast office on 028
9045 4599 or the Ashbourne
office on 00353 (0) 1802 7173.
Alternatively, e-mail info@
ridgeway-online.com or visit
www.ridgeway-online.com
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ACCESS, SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORT

SCAFFOLDING AND ACCESS WHOLESALER - NORSCAFF LTD

ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S
LEADING SCAFFOLD AND
ACCESS EQUIPMENT
SUPPLIERS OFFERS A WIDE
RANGE OF SOLUTIONS…

No compromise on quality
at Norscaff Ltd

T

he expert team at Norscaff Ltd
go to great heights to ensure
your scaffolding and access
requirements are met.
With nearly two decades of experience,
Norscaff, provides simplicity in
scaffolding solutions with complete
reliability of supply, with safety and
quality guaranteed. This is achieved
through an expert and highly
knowledgeable team who go to great
lengths to meet your requirements.
With a head office in Dungannon, over
the last five years the company has
expanded with the opening of new
depots in Belfast and Newcastle, Co
Dublin. This has allowed Norscaff to
grow and extend its services across the
island of Ireland.
This continued growth has been driven
by customer demand, establishing
Norscaff as one of the country’s
leading scaffold and access equipment
suppliers. The product range includes:
• Kwikstage Scaffolding - painted or
galvanized
• Cuplock scaffolding
• Tube and fitting components
• 300mm ladder beams, 450mm alloy
lattice beams, 750mm Apollo
X beams,
• Galvanized and aluminium tubing
• Full range of scaffold couplers,
including Tamer fittings and the new
‘Klawz’ fitting
• Scaffold ladders, gates and hatches
• Timber planks and scaffold boards
for all types of scaffolding
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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• Galvanized steel planks and
Supadeck plastic composite boards
• Aluminium ladders, 2 tier,
3 tier, roofing, standalone – all UK
manufactured
• Aluminium staircases suitable for
Kwikstage, Cuplock and tube and
fitting applications
• Akro-props, Strongboys, U-Heads
• Temporary fencing with pedestrian
access
• Debris netting and Spanclad and
fixings
• Keyclamp fittings for handrail
applications
• Ancillary items to include safety
signs, scaffold tools, safety 		
harnesses, plastic tube fittings, nut
covers, stillages, loading bay gates,
swivel base jacks, etc.
By offering a complete range of
simple access systems and scaffolding
packages, Norscaff can meet the needs

“Norscaff, provides
simplicity in
scaffolding solutions
with complete
reliability of supply,
with safety and
quality guaranteed.”
of every customer. All equipment
from Norscaff is certified to meet the
latest H&S Standards.
The company only purchases
equipment from established and
reputable suppliers and can provide
clients with a range of documentation
ranging from test certificates for
10-storey high scaffolding, to wind
Calculations for the company’s
temporary fencing.
For all your scaffolding needs,
please do not hesitate to
contact Norscaff Ltd
e-mail info@norscaffsupplies or
visit www.norscaff.co.uk
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NIFRS Service Support Centre
MAIN CONTRACTOR
LOWRY BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING (LBCE) FOLLOW UP THE AWARDWINNING OMAGH COMMUNITY FIRE STATION WITH ANOTHER SUPERB
PROJECT FOR THE NORTHERN IRELAND FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE…

L

owry Building and Civil
Engineering’s second major
project for the Northern
Ireland Fire and Rescue Service
(NIFRS) involved the construction
of a new Service Support Centre
at Boucher Crescent, Belfast.
The new facility is located
alongside the existing NIFRS
Training Facility and serves all
NIFRS activities throughout
Northern Ireland.
The new building followed the
revolutionary design principles
set by the Omagh Community
Fire Station that was also
constructed by LBCE and
incorporates the same curved
and asymmetric structural steel
construction and red Kalzip
roofing system.
It has been built to a BREEAM
Excellent standard and features
a 16-bay vehicle workshop,

parking, stores, clean workshop
areas, small equipment service
areas, equipment treatment
areas and office accommodation.
The generously-sized workshop
is fully fitted with the highest
specification equipment,
including vehicle lifts, standing
work stations and benches, and
a Street Crane that spans the
width of the workshop and is
capable of moving the length
of the bay to eliminate manual
lifting of heavy parts.
Testing equipment for breathing
apparatus and washing facilities
for all work equipment such as
PPE ensure all logistical support
really can be carried out from
this one hub.
The project involved the
installation and commissioning
of all the equipment and
necessitated the very highest

standards of quality control
throughout all stages of the
construction and fit-out process.
With such a comprehensive
package, LBCE ensured all work
was in full compliance with
local, national and statutory
regulations, manufacturers’
standards, design team
standards and design intent.
Once again, the secret to success
for LBCE was the focus on the
initial design stages.
Graham Baskin, Contracts
Manager at LBCE, explained,
“The relationship with NIFRS
and the design team was vital
and proved to be important
as the project moved forward.
I think the fact that we
encountered minimal snags/
defects demonstrates that we
fully understood what the client
wanted.”

HEAD OFFICE: The Old Bank, 7 John Street, Castlederg, BT81 7AW
T: 028 8167 8646 – E: info@lowrybuilding.co.uk
www.lowrybuilding.co.uk
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The partnership approach was
also evident across the use of
a competent and longstanding
supply chain that LBCE specifically
selected to deliver the project due
to their expertise in the sector.
“Early involvement of our first
tier subcontractors was also vital
in helping us to meet the tight
cost and programme constraints
that we had been set,” added
Graham.
LBCE also implemented a traffic
management plan to alleviate
any issues in the busy retailorientated Boucher Crescent area,
with the company’s Considerate
Constructors Scheme initiatives
earning the project an excellent
beyond compliance score along
with additional BREEAM credits.
LBCE also welcomed visits by
schools and colleges to the site
throughout various stages to
encourage students into the
construction industry, with the
project resulting in the company
also opening a new office nearby.

NIFRS SERVICE SUPPORT CENTRE
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“Early involvement of our first tier
subcontractors was vital.”

PROJECT TEAM
Client: Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service
Main contractor: Lowry Building and Civil Engineering
Architect: HLM Architects
Mechanical contractor: Anderson Mechanical Services
Electrical contractor: R Loughlin Electrical Services Ltd

BELFAST OFFICE: The Old Bank, 54 Boucher Road, Belfast, BT12 6QL
T: 028 9066 8958 – E: info@lowrybuilding.co.uk
www.lowrybuilding.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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COMMERCIAL SHUTTERS AND DOORS
BL SHUTTERS OPENS THE DOOR TO ANOTHER PRESTIGIOUS PROJECT…

T

he brief given to the BL
Shutters design team was
to “provide doors that
are marked by excellent quality,
functional safety, efficiency for
the end user and a long service
life but also offering a high
degree of compatibility with the
buildings design through use of
natural light”. Once again the
company met these requirements
to the high standards it is
renowned for. BL and Hörmann’s
collaborative approach has
reaped huge rewards for the
designer and client.
The Craigavon based company
supplied and installed a range
of Hörmann Decotherm roller
doors, Hörmann sectional doors,
fire rated roller shutters and steel
security doors at the state of the
art facility in Belfast.
The fully glazed Hörmann
sectional doors provided
optimum vision through natural

light but also maintained the
excellent insulation values
required for energy efficiency
whilst still satisfying the increasing
regulatory requirements. BL
Shutters’ main ethos is finding
practical solutions not problems.
BL Shutters is a leading name in
this sector and is the registered
trade partners for Hörmann UK
industrial doors and loading bay
equipment. The company is also
the sole suppliers for Coopers Fire
& Smoke curtains in NI and also
trade partners with Assa Abloy
steel security doors.
BL Shutters can now add NI Fire
& Rescue Service to an already
impressive list of prestigious
projects for leading names
such as Asda, Tesco, M&S,
Porsche, Mercedes, Audi, VW,
Jaguar Landrover, Terex, Almac,
Norbrook, Ulster Rugby and Spar/
Henderson Group. BL Shutters
has also worked extensively with

the public sector across NI to
include companies like NI Water,
NIE, Translink, and all health and
education boards. The company
is currently working on the new
Ulster Hospital and Royal Victoria
Hospital developments.
BL Shutters’ wide range of
products include industrial roller
shutters, commercial roller
shutters, fire rated roller shutters,
domestic garage roller shutters,
PVC strip curtains and crash doors,
steel security doors, Hörmann
sectional doors, Hörmann speed
and spiral doors, Coopers Fire &
Smoke curtains, and dock levellers
and loading bay equipment. BL
Shutters also provides a 24hr,
7 day a week emergency repair
and maintenance service. All
this is backed up by impressive
credentials such as CE Marking
certification, ISO 9001 quality
system as well as Safe T Cert and
Constructionline accreditations.

BL Shutters Ltd, Carn Road, Carn Industrial Area, Portadown, BT63 5WG
T: 028 3833 3551 - E: sales@blshutters.co.uk
www.blshutters.co.uk
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GLAZING AND CURTAIN WALLING CONTRACTOR
IAT PROVES IT HAS THE CAPABILITY AND KNOWLEDGE TO COMPLETE
COMPLEX PROJECTS…

I

nnovated Aluminium
Technology (IAT) was delighted
to be appointed as the glazing
contractor for this prestigious
project for the NIFRS and to
continue the company’s close
working relationship with Lowry
Building and Civil Engineering.
Innovated Aluminium Technology
manufactured and installed the
curtain walling and external
doors to this new facility. The
installation also included Brise
Soleil solar shading and an array
of coloured and etched glass
panels thus giving the building
a new modern look. All systems
where fabricated from the Metal
Technology range of systems.
Innovated Aluminium Technology

worked closely with both the
design team and the client
to ensure that their vision of
the finished building could be
achieved. The team also liaised
with the cladding contractor in
detailing out the many different
interfaces between the external
cladding and the curtain walling.
This was paramount, particularly at
the curved front elevation section,
to ensure that the building
envelope was sealed and free
from water ingress.
The NIFRS Service Support Centre
is one of the largest projects that
IAT has been awarded by Lowry
Building and Civil Engineering.
This showed the design team
that IAT has the capability and

NIFRS SERVICE SUPPORT CENTRE
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knowledge to deliver such a
complex project.
Innovated Aluminium Technology
manufactures and installs a
large variety of architectural
glazing systems which meet
the requirements of both the
commercial and domestic
customer.
Approved to manufacture and
install the various architectural
glazing systems which are
available from Metal Technology,
an acknowledged system supplier
within the aluminium glazing
industry throughout the UK and
Irish markets, IAT can develop
systems including windows, doors,
curtain walling, louvres and Brise
Soleil.

Innovated Aluminium Technology, 4 Longfield Rd, Eglinton, Co. Londonderry, BT47 3PY
T: 028 7181 0829 - E: info.iat@aol.co.uk
www.iatltd.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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ATTENUATION TANK SUPPLIER
DESIGN, SUPPLY AND COMMISSIONING
PACKAGE FROM GRAF UK…

T

he experts at Graf
UK Ltd provided a
complete service for
Lowry Construction and Civil
Engineering at the new NIFRS
Service Support Centre.
The company designed, supplied
and commissioned the Graf
EcoBloc Flex Inspect stormwater
management system at the
Boucher Road facility. The system
has been designed with enough
cover to achieve a loading of
60Tonnes, which is suitable for
HGV loading and is also suitable
for Inspection.
In addition to stormwater
management systems, Graf UK
has long-standing experience as
a rainwater harvesting specialist

and also offers
wastewater
treatment
systems.
A complete
design, supply,
commission and
maintenance
package is available on all
these product ranges, which
have been developed to
provide cost-effective and
reliable solutions for domestic,
commercial, and industrial
applications. This ranges from
single plot homes and housing
developments through to
hotels, supermarkets, industrial
buildings and warehousing/
storage.

Graf UK Ltd, Regen House,
Beaumont Road, Banbury,
OX16 1RH. T: 01608 499260
www.grafuk.co.uk
Graf Ireland, Milltown Business
Park, Milltown, Co Galway
T: 093 51765
E:rconnelly@grafireland.ie
www.grafireland.ie

PAINTING AND DECORATING
PAINTING PERFECTION FROM THE EXPERTS AT
D.ROULSTON & SONS…

D

.Roulston & Sons
again teamed up with
Lowry Building & Civil
Engineering to deliver a full
painting and decorating package
on a commercial project.
The two companies have worked
in partnership on a wide range
of projects and D.Roulston and
Sons used specialist internal
paint finishes to provide a high
standard of service for the new
NIFS Service Support Centre.
The family-run company is
headed up by Dessie Roulston
along with his two sons, Stephen
and Gareth and his daughter,
Sharon Scott
D.Roulston & Sons has over 15
years’ experience and in that
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time the company has managed to
build up an impressive reputation
for the skill and reliability of its
workforce.
Boasting a wide portfolio of
projects across numerous
sectors, D.Roulston & Sons
undertakes a wide range of paint
jobs, from private residential to
hotels and businesses and other
organisations.

D.Roulston & Sons,
21 Learmore Road,
Castlederg, BT81 7RX
T/F: 028 8167 9250
E: desroulston@aol.com
FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

PROJECT IN FOCUS

COMPLETE PROTECTION SYSTEM
FROM O’NEILL FENCING…

O

`Neill Fencing was the
preferred sub-contractor
for the new fencing
installation contract by long
standing customer and main
contractor, Lowry Building and
Civil Engineering at the new
NIFRS Service Support Centre.
O`Neill Fencing installed a full
perimeter protection system,
which included some minor
civil works and 2,430mm high
boundary fencing installed with
single and double leaf access
gates complementing the
perimeter solution.
Some of the perimeter fencing
was enhanced with additional
security features added by the
way of cover from view steel

sheeting added
to the panel and
post system.
Securing this
key fencing
project made it
a bonanza year in and around the
Boucher Road area of Belfast for
O`Neill Fencing.
Ambrose Houston, Project
Manager for O`Neill Fencing,
commented, “Belfast has
certainly been a hot-spot for
major projects for us this year.
Key projects included the
new fence installation at the
prestigious JLR (Jaguar LandRover) showroom and, of course,
the complex yet superb sports
installation package at the new

Olympia Leisure Centre. Our
workmanship speaks for itself on
these schemes”

O’Neill Fencing, 3 Lisbunny Road,
Donemana, County Tyrone,
T: 028 7139 8300
M: 07855451812
E: oneillfencing@btconnect.com
www.oneillfencing.co.uk

NIFRS SERVICE SUPPORT CENTRE

FENCING CONTRACTOR

FOUNDATION CONTRACTOR
CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS SOLUTIONS ENSURES
THIS PROJECT GETS OFF TO A SOLID START…

C

oncrete Foundations
Solutions worked closely
with Lowry Building and
Civil Engineering to create the
substructure consists of ground
beams and piled foundations
that formed the basis of the
new NIFRS Service Support
Centre.
Based in Omagh, Concrete
Foundations Solutions is a
specialist in complete piled
in-situ ground beams and
pile breaking and has worked
hard to build a reputation for
reliability through work across
the UK and Ireland.
Concrete Foundations Solutions
draws on many years of piled
foundation experience in
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

Ireland, UK and Australia to
deliver a level of quality that is
second-to-none.
Offering a comprehensive range
of foundation solutions to meet
the needs of difficult ground
conditions, the company can
also cater for issues such as
restricted access. Services
include complete in-situ ground
beams, pile breaking and
restricted access ground beams.
With a focus on providing
practical assistance and
expert guidance, Concrete
Foundations Solutions has
worked with a range of
clients, including national
construction companies, local
builders, architects, engineers,

FOLLOW US ON:

surveyors, shopfitters, developers,
local authorities and insurance
companies.

Concrete Foundation Solutions,
16 Crocknacor Road, Omagh,
Co. Tyrone, BT79 0JS.
T: 07715 996934
E: info@concretefoundationsolutions.com
www.concretefoundationsolutions.com
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NHBC PRIDE IN THE JOB

Site managers
awarded for house
building excellence
Padraig Venney, NHBC Regional Director (far left) and Paul Hosking, NHBC CFO,
(far right) with Pride in the Job winners (from left) Richard Morrow, Vaughan
Developments; Wayne Bennett, MMM Design & Build; and Jim Porter, Porter & Co.

NHBC PRIDE IN THE JOB AWARDS RECOGNISE THE BEST IN THE INDUSTRY…

T

hree house building site
managers were crowned winners
in the Northern Ireland finals
of the NHBC Pride in the Job Awards
2018 at a ceremony held at The
Culloden Estate and Spa, Belfast.
Now in their 38th year, the awards
organised by NHBC, the UK’s leading
warranty and insurance provider
for new homes, are the most highly
regarded in the house building
industry. They recognise and reward a
site manager’s dedication to achieving
the highest standards in house
building, and their commitment to
building homes of outstanding quality.
Richard Morrow from Vaughan
Developments Ltd was named Small
Builder category winner for the Hilltops
development in Lisburn. Richard is no
stranger to winning NHBC Pride in the
Job awards, having previously claimed
the Regional Winner title twice before.
Jim Porter from Porter & Co won the
Medium Builder category for Portmore
Hall in Crumlin. Commenting on what
he enjoys most about his job, Jim said,
90 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

“I get great pleasure in leading a
good team of workers and building
homes of high standards for our
customers.”
Wayne Bennett from M M M Design
& Build Ltd was crowned the Multistorey category winner for the
‘Thalassa’ coastal apartments in
Bangor. This is Wayne’s first-ever year
of winning a Pride in the Job award,
and to reach the Regional Award level
as a first-time winner is an excellent
achievement.
A further five site managers across
Northern Ireland were awarded a
Seal of Excellence at the ceremony,
having gained a Quality Award in
the first round of the competition in
June. This included Thomas Crutchley
from J H Price & Sons for Laurel
Bank in Moneyreagh, Newtownards;
Stephen Davidson from Boland Reilly
Homes Ltd for St Andrews Point in
Ballyhalbert; Andrew Johnston from
Antrim Construction Company Ltd
for Porter Green in Larne; Alan Lynas
from Porter & Co for Saddlers Hall

in Hillsborough; and Conor Maguire
from Alskea Ltd for Chantry Gardens
in Greenisland.
Commenting on all the winners,
NHBC Regional Director, Padraig
Venney, said, “To reach this level
of the competition means without
question that you are at the very top
of the house building industry. The
winning site managers are all building
homes to an exceptional standard and
are worthy winners.
“At NHBC we believe that
recognising the outstanding
workmanship of the best UK site
managers plays an important role in
raising the quality of homes for the
benefit of the people who will live in
them.”
Richard, Jim and Wayne will now go
on to compete for the ultimate title
in house building, Supreme Award
Winners, to be unveiled at a gala
ceremony in January 2019.
For more information, visit www.
nhbc.co.uk/AwardsandEvents/Pridein-the-job/#awards_2018
FOLLOW US ON:
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Burren Community Centre
MAIN CONTRACTOR
WITH PHASE 1 OF THE BURREN COMMUNITY CENTRE, KILLOWEN
CONTRACTS LTD HAS PROVIDED A TOP-CLASS COMMUNITY FACILITY…

K

illowen Contracts has
extensive experience across
a variety of sectors and,
with a commitment to providing
only the highest standards of
workmanship across all projects,
the work done by the firm on the
Burren Community Centre was of
the highest quality.
Following a competitive tender
process, the £1million project
was given the go ahead by the
local community organisation,
Burren Vision, and was
further supported by the Big
Lottery Fund Space and Place
Programme along with the
Community Fund for Northern
Ireland. “Following the hard work
of the community representatives

in securing funding, we were very
proud to have been involved
in such a landmark building
within the local area. Community
involvement was extended
during Phase 1 of the project
which, in turn, provided the base
of a social hub offering enhanced
health and wellbeing, excellent
facilities and services for all user
groups,” said Brian McGivern,
Contracts Director at Killowen.
The existing community building
had been in disrepair following
construction in 1978 and was
dilapidated and no longer fit for
purpose.
Following demolition, which
included specialist asbestos
removal, Killowen completed the

substructure works and erected
a steel frame incorporating a
facing block finish externally
with cladding to the roof.
Building construction was
partially adopted to ensure ease
of continuity when funding for
Phase 2 is secured, which will
enable construction of a sports
hall and gym facilities.
“The building is a vital part of the
area and community integration,
therefore it was important we
continued to engage with local
operatives, suppliers and subcontractors. Such collaboration
ensured local economic
sustainability and community
involvement. We continued to
implement our high standards

“The Centre now stands as a central hub within the community, utilised by
all user groups and providing programmes for young and old.”
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PROJECT TEAM…
Client: Burren Vision
Main contractor: Killowen Contracts
Architect: Delahunt Laverty
Quantity Surveyor:
Macauley Heaney Partnership
Structural Engineer:
Nicholas O’Dwyer
M&E Engineer: Cuilinn Engineering
Mechanical contractor: JMG
Mechanical Services Ltd
Electrical contractor:
McKernan Electrical

of environmental management –
reducing, reusing and recycling as
much material as possible while
we also engaged with the local
primary school to involve local
children, who in turn will use the
building for years to come,” said
Brian.
Pupils were treated to a number
of site visits and a presentation
where they were educated on
construction methods, health &
safety principles and the merits of
sustainability.
The centre now stands as a
central hub within the community,
utilised by all user groups and
providing programmes for young
and old. These programmes focus
on life skills development, mental
and physical health, specialist
support, education, art, craft and
culture. Over the different phases

of the project, the new facility
will provide much greater space,
including multi-room provision
which will enhance the range of
courses/activities and services
that can be provided to the
community on an ongoing and
concurrent basis. This enhanced
space will provide a better
structure and will also allow for
greater partnership working
between groups and agencies in
the area.
It represents a high-quality build
which the village can be proud
of and will be at the forefront
of community development and
collaboration for the future.
“We’re proud to have been
involved in such an important
project for our local community.
The fact that it will provide muchneeded services and act as a

social hub for the neighbouring
area makes it an extra special
project for the team here at
Killowen,” said Brian.
The first phase of the Burren
Community Centre is just one
project recently completed by
the firm. Very much a familyowned business, the underlying
ethos behind Killowen Contracts
is on teamwork and providing
a hands-on personal approach
to clients. The firm’s directors
are personally and proactively
involved at every stage of the
company’s projects, assigned
to manage and oversee its
carefully selected contract team
and encourage stakeholder
engagement and collaboration
from appointment to completion
– ensuring success and client
satisfaction beyond expectation.

Killowen Contracts, 35 Bridge Road, Burren, Newry, BT34 3QT
T: 028 4175 3378 E: construction@killowencontracts.co.uk
W: www.killowencontracts.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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BURREN COMMUNITY CENTRE

BLOCKS
INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS
FROM COLINWELL…

C

olinwell supplied its Allan
Block Mortarless Retaining
Wall system, along with its
Split Face Architectural Masonry
Blocks, to the Burren Community
Centre project.
Given the change in elevation
on site, the Allan Block system
provided an ideal solution on how
best to construct the necessary
retaining walls.
“The use of our Allan Block
Mortarless Retaining Wall System
allowed for the quick and simple
construction of a retaining wall
that would be attractive, durable,
maintenance free and provide a cost
saving when compared to tradition
retaining walls” said Michael
McGuigan, Business Development

Director at Colinwell.
Additionally, the Split Face
Architectural Masonry Blocks
(in Whinstone and Sandstone
colour), which were used on the
main building, allowed for the
construction of a visually appealing
finish that will last for generations.
Colinwell has worked with Killowen
Contracts on several projects in the
past.
“We’re actually currently working
with them on an extension at

the SSE Arena and look forward
to working with them again on
future projects,” added Michael
McGuigan.

Collinwell, 37 Colinglen Road,
Dunmurry, Belfast BT17 0LP
T: 028 9061 8145
E: info@colinwell.com
www.colinwell.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
A JOB WELL DONE FOR McKERNAN ELECTRICAL…

T

he experienced team
at McKernan Electrical
provided their services to
the Burren Community Centre
project, helping to deliver a
building of the highest quality.
Electrical requirements on
the project were delivered by
the company which is headed
up by Dan McKernan and his
son Brendan, who joined the
company in the 1980s. McKernan
Electrical has been operating in
the local area since 1962. Dan
and Brendan both live and work

“The company has built
up a reputation for its
expert workmanship and
for delivering projects to
schedule.”
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in the local community and for
that reason, were delighted
to have been involved in this
important project.
Although a very tight deadline
posed challenges for the
McKernan team, they rose to
the challenge and completed
their scope of works in a
timely manner.
McKernan Electrical has
worked on a range of projects
across Northern Ireland and
has built up a reputation for
its expert workmanship and
for delivering projects to
schedule. Completing jobs
to a very high standard is the
company’s motto and this was
certainly the approach taken
by the team for the Burren
Community Centre.

McKERNAN
ELECTRICAL

McKernan Electrical,
9 Ryanstown Rd, Newry,
County Down, BT34 2NG
T: 028 3026 6662
E: mckernanelectrical@live.co.uk
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FUTURE-PROOFING SOLUTIONS FROM
NICHOLAS O’DWYER...

N

icholas O’Dwyer
provided structural and
civil engineering services
at Burren Community Centre.
The company, which also acted
as principal designer from a
health and safety point of view,
designed the steel frame, load
bearing blockwork and the
foundations for the job.
What should have been a
straightforward project was
complicated by a requirement
to ‘future-proof’ the building.
Tony Holohan, Structural
Engineer at Nicholas O’Dwyer,
said, “Phase 2 of the project
will consist of an additional
building attached to this one.
To allow for that, we had to

work very closely
with the steel
fabricator to come
up with detailed,
intricate plans that
would facilitate the
future extension.
The building and
foundations had
to accommodate
current design conditions and
future loadings so we designed
connections to facilitate a future
extension which will involve the
extension/lengthening of the
steel columns.
We achieved all this by
developing a 3D BIM model to
explore the most economic form
for the building.”

Nicholas O’Dwyer, 15 Downshire
Road, Newry, BT34 1EE,
Northern Ireland
T: 028 3026 6915
E: tholohan@nodwyer.com
www.nodwyer.com

BURREN COMMUNITY CENTRE

STRUCTURAL & CIVIL ENGINEER

STRUCTURAL STEEL
SPECIALIST SERVICE AND EXPERTISE
FROM WALL CLADDING SERVICES…

W

ith over 30 years’
experience in the
construction industry,
O’Hare Steel was the ideal
choice when it came to supplying
the structural steel frame for
the Burren Community Centre
project.
The company uses the latest
CAD technology to ensure that
its fabrication drawings are
accurately prepared in order
to minimise on-site issues.
Alongside prestigious projects
like the Burren Community
Centre, O’Hare Steel has worked
on projects throughout Ireland
and the UK, across a variety of
industries.
Each member of the O’Hare
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

Steel team has
years of hands-on
experience and it
was this knowledge
that ensured the
Burren project
was completed on
time and to such
a high standard. Combined
with their knowledge of the
latest computer aided design
software such as Tekla and
Strucad, the team always strive
to ensure that all projects are
fully designed in line with the
structural engineer’s details and
delivered on time and within
budget. The company’s justin-time (JIT) way of operating
helped ensure a speedy,

FOLLOW US ON:

efficient installation and a worthy
addition to its already impressive
portfolio.

O’Hare Steel, 115 Newry Road,
Mayobridge, Down, BT34 2JF
T: 028 3085 1637
E: info@oharesteel.com
www.oharesteel.com
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BURREN COMMUNITY CENTRE

ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT
THE PRECISION GROUP PROVIDED ITS
SERVICES TO THE BURREN COMMUNITY
CENTRE PROJECT…

A

s Ireland’s largest
asbestos removal
company, the company
produces site specific asbestos
management plans with detailed
procedures that ensure asbestos
is managed in accordance
with the Control of Asbestos
Regulations 2012.
When a risk is identified, the
company assists in the continued
management of the asbestos
risk in line with the current
regulations, or, as a licensed
contractor, can carry out the
removal of the asbestos under
fully controlled conditions.
This essential job was carried
out by the Precision Group
in an efficient, controlled and

responsible manner.
The company’s asbestos
management team
offers specific advice
regarding asbestos issues
and provides packages
tailored to suit individual
requirements in as costeffective a manner as possible.
Precision Group has been
providing professional,
managed services and
innovative solutions to
customers across the UK,
Ireland and Europe for over
30 years. It offers a diverse
range of services including
construction support services,
facilities support services,
environmental solutions and

waste management, utility data
capture and process equipment
refurbishment.

The Precision Group, 45 City
Business Park, Dunmurry, Belfast,
BT17 9HU
T: 028 9066 8147
E: sales@precisiongroup.co.uk
W: www.precisiongroup.co.uk

ALUMINIUM GUTTERS AND FASCIA
QUICK TURNAROUND
FROM GUTTERTEC…

A

job well done, the
Burren Community
Centre is another
worthy addition to Guttertec’s
already impressive portfolio.
Gary McAleenan and the team
at Guttertec were responsible
for all the aluminium fascias,
soffits and gutters on the
project. An extremely tight
timeline called for an extra
level of efficiency.
“A very quick turnaround
was required from us as a
tournament was scheduled at
the Centre very close to the
completion date. We worked
very hard and collaborated
with the other teams on
site to meet our deadline
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while ensuring the work was
completed to a very high
standard.”
Gary has worked with Killowen
Contracts on several past
projects.
“We have a very good working
relationship with Killowen.
We know how they work
and they’re familiar with our
methods. That helped us get

the job completed on time. We
look forward to working with
them again in the future.”

Guttertec, 5 Ballymagreehan Rd,
Castlewellan BT31 9AX
T: 028 4377 0355
E: guttertec@btinternet.com

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

PROJECT IN FOCUS

SERVICE YOU CAN DEPEND ON FROM
SPANWRIGHT…

P

recast concrete floors for
the Burren Community
Centre project were
manufactured, supplied and
installed by Monaghan-based
firm Spanwright.
Part of Wright Quarry Products,
Spanwright looks after projects
that require precast concrete
flooring, precast concrete
stairs, precast concrete landing
slabs, customised concrete wall
panels and bespoke concrete
solutions. The company has
provided its services to a
variety of small, medium and
large projects, across a range
of sectors in both Ireland and
the UK.
High levels of workmanship

coupled with modern
production facilities and
techniques have made
Spanwright the go-to
company when it comes to
precast floors and stairs.
Whether a one-off item or
repeat product, the company
pays the same attention
to detail at every step of
the process, ensuring all
customers are fully satisfied.
For the Burren Community
Centre project, an
experienced fitting crew
installed precast concrete
floors efficiently and in a
timely manner, with minimum
disruption to other elements
of work.

Spanwright, Swanns Cross,
Rockcorry Co. Monaghan,
Ireland, H18 Y427
T: 00353 (0)42 974 4811
E: info@wright.ie
W: www.wright.ie

BURREN COMMUNITY CENTRE

PRECAST CONCRETE FLOORS

FITTED FURNITURE
QUALITY, BESPOKE FURNITURE
FROM HILLSIDE INTERIORS...

O

nly the highest
quality furniture was
specified for the Burren
Community Centre. Thanks to
its skilled and knowledgeable
team, Hillside Interiors was
the ideal company to design,
manufacture and install a range
of bespoke manufactured
products to the Centre which
included built-in furniture, toilet
cubicles and a reception desk.
Operating for over 25 years,
the team at Hillside Interiors is
renowned for its high standards
of craftsmanship, attention to
detail and timeless design. Only
the finest timber is sourced
and imported from Europe to
produce superior cabinetry. The
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

experienced team
also has extensive
experience in fitting
granite and solid
surfaces such as
Corian and Hanex.
The company can
provide a complete
project management
service, to include
structural modifications,
plumbing, electrical and
decorative work, if required.
The beautiful, high spec
furniture supplied to the Burren
Community Centre is further
proof of Hillside Interiors’
commitment to quality and has
added the final touches to the
impressive building.

FOLLOW US ON:

Hillside Interiors Ltd, 19 Ballyardle
Road, Kilkeel, Newry, BT34 4JX,
County Down
Tel: 028 41763104
E: info@hillsideinteriors.co.uk
www.hillsideinteriors.co.uk
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GLAZING & CURTAIN WALLING
SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP FROM
BANN ARCHITECTURAL…

B

ann Architectural
Systems was tasked with
manufacturing and fitting
a range of top quality products
for phase one of the Burren
Community Centre project.
Thanks to the company’s years
of experience and commitment
to providing clients with a
superior finish, the products
manufactured by the company
have helped elevate the project.
Aluminium windows, glazing
and a curtain walling system
were manufactured and fitted
by the company. The team’s
vast knowledge and experience
of the market ensured a smooth
installation.
Bann Architectural Systems
provides a range of products

to the sector including window
systems, doors, curtain walling,
shopfronts, roof-glazing, patio
and bi-fold doors. The company
is an authorised fabricator of
the Metal Technology and
APS suite of profiles and
is also a well-established
local systems supplier to the
UK and Irish markets. The
commercial and domestic
sectors are serviced by the
firm, with both large and small
contracts considered. As with
all projects undertaken by the
firm, the products supplied to
the Burren Community Centre
are of the highest quality and
thanks to the team’s high levels
of workmanship, will stand the
test of time.

Bann Architectural Systems Ltd,
81 Halfway Rd, Banbridge,
BT32 4HB
T: 028 9269 8855
E: kyle@bann-systems.co.uk
www.bannarchitectural.co.uk

HYGENIC PVC WALL CLADDING
SPECIALIST SERVICE AND EXPERTISE FROM WALL
CLADDING SERVICES…

W

all Cladding Services
specialises in the
supply and installation
of hygienic cladding systems for
walls and ceilings.
In order to ensure a quality
service on every project, the
company, which has been in
operation for over 18 years,
works closely with architects,
designers, contractors and
end users to provide a
comprehensive service which
includes free site surveys,
technical advice, NBS Plus
specifications, estimates and
on-site project management.
The company also offers
back-to-back installation and
product warranties with full
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professional insurances. With its
comprehensive product range,
the company can offer a system
to meet every hygienic cladding
specification. All systems offered
by Wall Cladding Services are
installed to the highest industry
standards by the company’s
highly experienced, CSR
registered operatives.
Led by Proprietor, Donald
Marks, who can call upon over
30 years’ industry experience,
the team at Wall Cladding
Services sought to apply these
same high standards at the
Burren Community Centre.
“We are delighted to have been
chosen by Killowen Contracts to
work with them on yet another

of their prestigious projects and
wish them every success for the
future,” said Donald Marks.

Wall Cladding Services, 14
Ashely Park, Newtownabbey,
Co. Antrim BT36 5SA
T: 028 9083 9103
M: 07740 741367
E: donald@wallcladdingservices.com
W: www.wallcladdingservices.com
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TIMBER

HIGH QUALITY, COST EFFECTIVE, BESPOKE TIMBER FRAME HOMES…

A complete package from
Kilbroney Timber Frame

W

ith over 30 years’
experience in the
Construction sector,
Kilbroney Timber Frame can
provide a complete service from
design through to installation.
The major advantages of
timber frame construction are
its speed of erection, excellent
thermal efficiency, sound
performance and, of course, its
considerable advantages over
traditional building methods
where environmental issues are
concerned.
Either choose from Kilbroney’s
own comprehensive range of
house styles from the company’s
portfolio, or alternatively, the
Kilbroney Timber Frame team is

happy to manufacture and supply
a kit to your own architectural
design. For example, with the
bungalow pictured (top right)
you can have the timber frame kit
supplied and erected, with all the
insulation and the plasterboard,
and the windows and external
doors supplied and fitted for under
£35,000!
Whether you are an architect,
contractor or are embarking on a
self-build project, Kilbroney Timber
Frame can offer the right solution
for your needs.
For more information on
Kilbroney Timber Frame,
telephone 028 4173 9077
or e-mail
info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

“Kilbroney Timber Frame can
provide a complete service from
design through to installation.”

design, plan, build
Kilbroney Timberframe Ltd, Valley Business Park, 48 Newtown Road, Rostrevor, Co. Down, BT34 3BZ.
T: 028 4173 9077 - E: info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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READY-TO-USE PREMIXED DRY MORTAR SYSTEM

FLO-MIX IS A
READY TO USE
PREMIXED
DRY MORTAR
SYSTEM
AVAILABLE
PROVINCEWIDE.
It is supplied as
blended dry ingredients
in silos and only
requires the addition of
water on-site.
This gives you instant
mortar and the ability
to only use what you
require.
Ideal for Construction
Projects, Plasterers,
Brick and Block Layers,
Flooring etc.

We Deliver… You Benefit
| Head Office | 50 Stoneyford Road | Lisburn | BT28 3SP. t: 028 9264 8600 | f: 028 9264 8118 | e: info@stoneyford.com

www.stoneyford.com

