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NEWS

CONSTRUCTION
PROFESSIONALS’ COUNCIL
CONFERENCE TACKLES
CONTRACTS
RSUA President, Joan McCoy, (second from left) with the other five presidents of architecture institutes.

RSUA COMMITS TO ‘FIVE PRINCIPLES’ FOR
THE FUTURE OF THE PROFESSION
Joan McCoy, President of the
Royal Society of Ulster Architects
(RSUA), has joined five other
architecture institutes to sign a
commitment to drive forward five
shared principles.
The principles have been agreed
to bring greater consistency of
focus across the RSUA; Royal
Institute of British Architects (RIBA);
Royal Incorporation of Architects
Scotland (RIAS); Royal Society of
Architects in Wales (RSAW); and
Royal Institute of the Architects of
Ireland (RIAI). They include:
• Place the public interest and
value to society at the heart of all
they do – by promoting the highest
ethical standards and ensuring
codes of conduct are continually
strengthened.
• Be accountable and the Gold

Standard – by protecting the
public and maintaining the
highest standards of architectural
education.
• Reflect the diversity of the
population in their workforce – by
adopting reforms and policies that
promote diversity and inclusion
within business practices.
• Research, build and share
essential knowledge – by
developing and disseminating the
body of knowledge embedded
within the profession.
• Lead the profession in the
fight for a more sustainable
built environment – by placing
the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals as a key
guiding principle in all they do.
For more information on RSUA
visit www.rsua.org.uk

Over 100 of the Northern Ireland’s
construction professionals, contractors,
representatives of government
organisations and legal professionals
attended the event in Belfast to hear three
of the UK’s top legal experts speak on the
topic of construction contracts.
Lindy Patterson QC, Dennis Baldwin and
John Riches explored how to select the
right contract for the right project, the
responsibility and liabilities of the parties to
the contract and what to do if the contract
crashes.
The event also heard an opening address
Stewart Heaney, Director of Construction
Division, Construction & Procurement
Delivery (CPD), underlined the importance
of government using construction
professionals in the delivery of public
projects, ensuring that both quality and
value for money are achieved.
To find out more about the Construction
Professionals’ Council of Northern
Ireland contact Honsec@cpcni.com

QMAC CONSTRUCTION COMPLETES
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
QMAC Construction has
completed a new housing
development in Rathdrum, Co.
Wicklow.
The Avondale Heights
development consists of 8 onebed, 10 two-bed and 2 three-bed
homes. Minister of State, Andrew
Doyle, TD, performed the official
opening with the Cathaoirleach
of Wicklow County Council,
Councillor Pat Vance, with Frank
Curran, Chief Executive of Wicklow
County Council and Rhona Quinn,
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Chairperson of QMAC. This
development is being developed
in Co. Wicklow under the Council’s
building and supply programme.
Rhona Quinn said, “QMAC has
taken on many social housing
projects since we created the
company in 1982, and we look
forward to providing many more
much-needed homes throughout
the island of Ireland in the coming
years.”
For more information on QMAC,
visit www.qmacconstruction.com

Pictured at the annual signature event of the Construction
Professionals’ Council of Northern Ireland which was held in the
Hilton Hotel Belfast, are (from left), speakers John Riches, Henry
Cooper Consultants; Martin Hare, Chairman of the Construction
Professionals’ Council of Northern Ireland; expert adjudicator,
Lindy Patterson QC and Dennis Baldwin Soma Contract Services.
Photograph by Declan Roughan, Press Eye.

More pictures of this event at

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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NEWS

CITB NI AWARDS TOP GCSE
CONSTRUCTION SUCCESS

Environmental Street Furniture (ESF) has announced the acquisition of County Down based
specialist perimeter security company, Sentry Posts. Pictured (L-R) are Andrew Doig, Operations
Manager, ESF and Alan Lowry, Managing Director, ESF.

ESF ACQUIRES SECURITY FIRM SENTRY POSTS
Street furniture company,
Environmental Street Furniture
(ESF), has announced the
acquisition of County Downbased specialist perimeter
security company, Sentry Posts,
for an undisclosed sum.
ESF, an award-winning company
based in Newtownabbey, is a
designer and supplier of street,
themed and solar powered
products and currently exports
to 22 countries globally. This
expansion into the perimeter
security products market will
enhance the company’s already
prolific portfolio to customers in
Ireland and across the globe.
Managing Director of ESF, Alan
Lowry, said, “The acquisition
of Sentry Posts marks another
important stage in the growth of
ESF. Whilst we have a selection of
security products on our portfolio
at present, this latest move
will give us access to a greater
customer base and will enable us
to provide a more comprehensive
collection and structured
support.”
Sentry Posts is a leading supplier
of bollard systems, perimeter
security and traffic products in
Ireland. Since establishing in
1998, the company has partnered
6 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

with ATG Access, supplying
prestigious projects including
Arsenal Football Stadium,
Wellington Arch in London, as
well as the Europa Hotel and
Charles Hurst and Trust Ford
dealerships in Northern Ireland.
Andrew Doig, who has
successfully managed Sentry
Posts in recent years, will continue
to direct trading relations under
the new ownership structure.
Andrew said, “We’re looking
forward to working with ESF in
moving the Sentry Posts brand
forward. ESF has a fantastic
reputation and has achieved
global success so we’re excited
about the prospects of what is
to come for Sentry, with Alan’s
guidance.”
Alan concluded, “ESF is
committed to sustaining and
developing the outstanding
reputation that has been built by
Sentry Posts over the last 20 years
and we’re confident that this is
a positive step for all involved,
that will result in a much stronger
team. We look forward to the
journey ahead.”
For more information on ESF,
contact ESF at
sales@worldofesf.com or call
0845 606 6095.

CITB NI recognised those who got top
accolades in GCSE Construction and the Built
Environment in 2018 at the Annual CIOB Awards
held at Nutts Corner Training Centre.
First place was awarded Craig Francey, Dunclug
College, Ballymena, second place, Rebecca
Gilbert Rainey Endowed School, Magherafelt, and
third place Nathan Nelson, Ballymena Academy.
The students were invited to the annual Chartered
Institute of Building (CIOB) Awards hosted by
CITB NI which awarded those professionals who
gained CIOB status throughout the year and
included a presentation by Heron Bros which
focused on the exceptional work in completing
the £27m Foyle College, which was awarded the
overall winner in the Construction Excellence
Awards 2018.
Barry Neilson, Chief Executive, CITB NI, said,
“Congratulations to all the students who
excelled in GCSE in Construction and the Built
Environment. Construction is a rewarding
industry with a variety of opportunities on offer
from project management to onsite roles with
prospects for career enhancement and good
earning potential.
“The popularity of the subject is growing and over
6,000 pupils have undertaken the exam over the
past decade. We provide help and guidance on
the GCSE Construction topic via our textbook and
this year we launched our initiative to provide 25
complimentary books to each school providing
GCSE in Construction each year for the next 4
years. We hope that by studying and excelling at
this level students may possibly consider a career
in a dynamic industry with lots of opportunities to
choose from.”
For more information on CITB NI, visit the
website at www.citbni.org.uk

Top3 GCSE students in construction 2018 (from left) - Rebecca
Gilbert, Rainey Endowed, Craig Francey, Dunclug College andathan
Nelson Ballymena Academy.
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NEWS

QUALITY AND MMC
AMONG KEY THEMES
FOR NHBC’S BUILDING
FOR TOMORROW 2019
ROADSHOWS

Steve Lennon, Simon Bell and Nichola McKay mark the announcement that HLM has secured a £160m
project at RAF Lakenheath.

£160 MILLION PROJECT FOR HLM
HLM, a leading design and
architecture company with studios
in Belfast, has been awarded
the £160million project at RAF
Lakenheath by the Defence
Infrastructure Organisation.
The project includes building a F-35
flight simulator, maintenance unit,
new hangars and storage facilities.
HLM will be working alongside
engineering and construction firm,
Kier VolkerFitzpatrick, to design and
deliver the new facilities. All HLM
studios, including Belfast, will be
working closely together to ensure

the successful delivery of the project.
Mick Scherdel, Director at HLM,
said, “At HLM, we are privileged to
be awarded the RAF Lakenheath
project. Since the Defence Academy
2000, HLM has been improving and
enhancing training, living and learning
across the UK Defence Estates. RAF
Lakenheath will benefit further from
our recent experience on Project
Wellesley, DCLPA Worthy Down and
Catterick Garrison.”
For more information on HLM visit:
www.hlmarchitects.coms or follow
@HLMArchitects on Twitter.

IMPLEMENTATION OF CPD DYNAMIC
SHORTLISTING SYSTEM
Construction Employers Federation
(CEF) has issued advice on the
introduction of a Dynamic Shortlisting
System (DSS) that will go live on
March 1.
As agreed through CIFNI in June
2017, all appropriate building, civil
engineering, mechanical or electrical
construction projects which have an
estimated value below the current EU
threshold of £4.5m and are procured
by one of the CPD Construction CoPEs
(i.e. Construction Division or Health
Projects Division) will have a shortlist
8 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

generated by the use of a DSS.
Ahead of the March 1 launch, and
as part of an agreement with CEF, a
four-week window has now opened
for contractors who are not currently
on the Health Projects Register of
Contractors to apply for a passport via
eTenders.
For those already on the Health
Projects Register of Contractors they
will receive an e-mail informing them
of any steps they will have to take.
For more information on this issue,
contact CEF on 028 9087 7143.

Helping
the UK’s
housebuilders
prepare for
a changing
landscape is the
predominant
theme running
throughout this year’s Building
for Tomorrow roadshows, run by
NHBC.
The roadshow will take place across
the UK and will arrive in Northern
Ireland on Thursday, April 4 at the
Hilton, Templepatrick.
The annual series of seminars sees
NHBC experts present the latest
technical and regulatory updates
in house-building as well as sharing
best practice gleaned from more
than 900,000 site inspections
carried out each year.
Now in their 28th year, the 2019
roadshows will focus on preparing
for quality homes by covering the
changing political, economic and
market landscape by tackling such
issues as the skills shortage, supply
chain challenges and the changes
to the regulatory landscape.
A strong feature of the future
will be the increasing use of
components, framed construction
and Modern Methods of
Construction which will all be
explored as part of this year’s
agenda. There will also be an
update on the proposed changes
in fire safety following the Hackitt
Review.
For further event details, and
to find out more about the
special 3 for 2 offer on all
delegate bookings, visit www.
nhbc.co.uk/AwardsandEvents/
building-for-tomorrow/, e-mail
contactbuildingfortomorrow@
nhbc.co.uk or call 0344 633 1000.
FOLLOW US ON:
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STEEL

PRODUCT EFFICIENCY, WEIGHT SAVINGS AND A REDUCTION IN THE USE OF RAW
MATERIALS REQUIRED CAN BE ACHIEVED WITH ULTRASTEEL®

Precision engineering with Hadley Group

H

adley Group works with
customers on differing
construction projects from the
earliest design stage to develop viable
production solutions in steel profiles
and components that will meet the
toughest of design challenges.
The company works with its
customers to reduce both design and
manufacturing time and is renowned
for its excellent customer service,
supporting project teams from product
concept right through to delivery and
installation.
Hadley Group’s UltraSTEEL® process is
the result of over 35 years of research
and development and demonstrates
the company’s commitment to
continually furthering what’s possible
with cold roll-forming technology.
Product efficiency, weight savings and

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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a reduction in the use of raw materials
required can be achieved in the
production of steel components thanks
to the innovative process.
The internationally patented cold
rollforming process significantly
hardens and strengthens the base
metal by producing a dimple pattern
across the surface of the material. This
expertise means Hadley Group can
translate complex requirements into
high-quality, effective solutions.
Through its pioneering use of advanced
software, Hadley Group is enabling
more efficient product development
and faster production. The company’s
rollformed profiles offer a number of
advantages over extrusions and could
be the ideal solution to meet the
specific challenges of your next project.
Hadley Group also offers its customers

a bespoke rollforming service, which
combines the company’s engineering
capabilities and technological
expertise. This unique offer is helping
open the door to new possibilities in
terms of cross-section profiles.
For more information about
Hadley Group and the company’s
UltraSTEEL® process, visit
www.hadleygroup.com/capabilities/
ultrasteel
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HOUSING AWARDS

SITE MANAGER, RICHARD MORROW, IS RUNNER-UP IN THE SMALL BUILDER CATEGORY AT
THE UK NHBC PRIDE IN THE JOB AWARDS IN LONDON…

National award success for Vaughan Homes

A

house building site manager
from Vaughan Homes has
been named as a Supreme
Award runner-up in a prestigious UK
competition.
Richard Morrow took the runner-up
title in the Small Builder category at
the UK finals of NHBC Pride in the Job
awards held at the Hilton Metropole,
London recently.
Now in their 38th year, the awards
organised by NHBC, the UK’s leading
warranty and insurance provider
for new homes, are the most highly
regarded in the house-building
industry. They recognise and reward
a site manager’s dedication to
achieving the highest standards in
house building, and their commitment
to building homes of outstanding
quality.
NHBC inspectors began judging
developments for the current Pride
in the Job campaign in July 2017,
assessing managers against stringent
criteria based on the definitive
technical standards laid out by NHBC.
Having won his way through three
previous stages of the awards in
2018, the Supreme Award winners
were announced at a black-tie event
hosted by television personality Paddy
McGuinness.
Richard is no stranger to winning
NHBC Pride in the Job Awards,
having claimed a hat-trick of Regional
Winner titles. However, this is the first
time that he has achieved success on
the national stage.
Richard, who was recognised for his
work on the Hilltops development in
Lisburn, said, “I am part of a great
team of people at Vaughan Homes,
so this award recognises everyone’s
hard work on dedication. We are all
passionate about what we do and the
best part of our job is seeing happy
home-owners when we hand over the
keys to their new home.”
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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Richard Morrow, Vaughan Homes, is presented with the runner-up award in the Small Builder category by
Paddy McGuinness, host, and Steve Wood, NHBC Chief Executive.

Commenting on the Awards, Steve
Wood, NHBC Chief Executive, said,
“NHBC created ‘Pride in the Job’
almost 40 years ago with a clear vision
of promoting and driving the very
highest standards in new home building
for the UK’s homeowners. Now, in
2019, this vision remains as strong as
ever and is very much at the heart of
the competition and at the centre of
everything NHBC does.
“The site manager’s job is a very
important one and undoubtedly one
of the toughest and challenging in the
entire industry. Congratulations to all
of this year’s winners – each accolade is
thoroughly deserved.”
Richard’s success is reflective of the
high standards consistently delivered
by Vaughan Homes. The company was
established in 1985 and, since then, it
has gained a reputation for creating
properties of quality and distinction
having completed numerous luxury
property developments throughout the
province.

“The site manager’s job is
a very important one and
undoubtedly one of the
toughest and challenging
in the entire industry.”

For more information on
Vaughan Homes current and
upcoming developments
Telephone: 028 9083 7441 or visit
www.vaughan-homes.com
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OPINION

Opportunities and
rewards still exist for
builders’ merchants
JAMES COUSINS, REGIONAL DIRECTOR – PRODUCTS FOR BREEDON GROUP, ARGUES
THAT CONSOLIDATION IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY DOES NOT HAVE TO BE A
SWEAR WORD...

T

he construction industry is
notoriously resistant to change,
even when it is obviously for the
better rather than for the sake of it.
Why else would off-site manufacturing
and initiatives like BIM and DfMA
(Design for Manufacture and Assembly)
still be so hard to get off the ground?
The fall of the mighty Carillion, and ongoing payment issues between main
and sub-contractors, has only served to
reinforce the belief that bigger is not
necessarily better when it comes to the
backbone of building.
Since Breedon acquired the Lagan
Group in April the message to existing
and new customers has been very
much one of reassurance, that nothing
is going to change and it’s business as
usual. But, of course, it isn’t. It’s going

12 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

to be better. And why shouldn’t it?
Acquiring the Lagan Group’s portfolio
of products (bagged cement, concrete
tile, clay brick and clay products) gives
a greater presence in the builders’
merchant market, and despite the
challenges of the sector, the acquisition
of Lagan by Breedon is set to benefit
all. How?
Firstly, while the term “One stop shop”
may smack of consolidation, it does
actually mean that merchant customers
will not only have more options for
materials that might otherwise be in
short supply (for instance, roofing tiles
and clay brick) but also for their supply
or delivery from one source.
It is not just the product mix of the
new joint business that enables this.
With two cement plants, around 80
quarries, 40 asphalt plants, 170 readymixed concrete and mortar plants, nine
concrete and clay production plants,
four contract surfacing businesses, six
import/export terminals and two slate
production facilities, the geographical
footprint is maximised for distribution.
This, and nearly 900 million tonnes of
mineral reserves and resources, means

the supply issues currently dominating
the sector are not being felt to quite
the extent that others are experiencing.
As well as product availability, industry
trends are also putting pressure on
product development. Rising house
prices and housing shortages which
are forcing many people to move away
from moving up the housing ladder to
extending their existing home, and the
closure of many UK brickworks over
the past few years, have put increasing
pressure on the RMI market.
The new portfolio under Breedon will
enable the cross-selling of products
from the former Lagan line as well as
the promotion of products outside of
their typical geographical boundaries.
The builders’ merchant market
is particularly nervous about
consolidation affecting pricing
and servicing but there is so much
experience in the organisation now
that the greater options available in
terms of products and supply should
be recognised.
For more information, visit
www.breedongroup.com or contact
028 9264 7100.

FOLLOW US ON:
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TRAINING

BARRY NEILSON, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, CITB NI, OUTLINES HOW CONSTRUCTION
EMPLOYERS CAN AVAIL OF A RANGE OF TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES…

Training delivers results

T

raining is so important
within all sectors but
particularly construction.
Well-trained construction workers
are safer, better skilled, work
faster and make fewer mistakes.
They are better motivated and
are more efficient and effective.
As an Industry Training Board
and Sector Skills Council,
CITB NI’s vision is to have a
construction industry were skills
and competence are at the core
of every business plan and a
training culture where skills are
at the heart of each construction
company, no matter how large or
small. We work with contractors,
professional and trade bodies to
support training initiatives and
skills development for the overall
benefit of the industry.
We encourage CITB NI
registered employers to
undertake training and make
use of our grant scheme to
help improve skills within the
workforce. The CITB NI training
grant scheme offers direct
grants to registered employers to
support a wide range of training
and qualifications for employees
working in Northern Ireland.
The training is not limited to
just the construction trades - it
also includes administration,
supervision and management
training. The training grant funds
are easy to claim, with employers
encouraged to claim online via
the website www.citbni.org.uk/
grants

APPRENTICE GRANTS
Skills shortages and an aging
workforce are putting the industry
at risk in particular in trade areas
such as brick laying, joinery and
roofing.
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

“CITB NI will continue to focus
on providing the support and
services needed to ensure
local businesses have the right
skills to deliver quality.”
CITB NI has enhanced apprenticeship
grants available to CITB NI registered
employers meaning that an employer
can gain £5,200 during the three-year
cycle of training an apprentice plus an
additional £1,500 from the Department
for the Economy for employers who take
on apprentices from the very start, right
through to completion of NVQ Level 2
and 3 and over 200 apprentices have
been supported by this initiative over the
past two years.

In addition, our business improvement
seminars and workshops are held at key
locations across Northern Ireland, helping
local construction employers develop
skills in key business areas.

MOBILE TRAINING

Moving forward CITB NI will continue
to focus on providing the support
and services needed to ensure local
businesses have the right skills to deliver
quality. Through a mix of grant funding
and direct training interventions CITB NI
will help develop the workforce to meet
client needs and grow their business.

CITB NI also support other training which
is delivered via our Mobile Training Unit,
Scaffolding Courses, VET 360 virtual
environment training and specialist short
courses often delivered in partnership
with industry.

For further information on what we can
do to help you and your construction
training log on to www.citbni.org.uk,
like us on Facebook or follow us on
Twitter or interact on LinkedIn.

FOLLOW US ON:
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COMBER PRIMARY SCHOOL.

ENNISKILLEN AMBULANCE STATION.

NEWTON PARK, BATH SPA UNIVERSITY.

ULSTER UNIVERSITY, COLERAINE.

SERC BANGOR CAMPUS.

UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK.

Environmental Street Furniture (ESF) is a global designer and
supplier of fully customisable street, themed, security and solar
powered products. Our high-quality products are available in
a variety of styles and finishes, which suit any application and
integrate into the surrounding environment.

Sentry Posts, a subsidiary of ESF, is a market-leading supplier
of bollard systems, traffic management and access control, and
high security barriers throughout Ireland. Investment in new
product development by ATG Access ensures Sentry Posts is
at the forefront of traffic security systems in Northern Ireland.

Tel:
Email:
		
Web:
		

0845 606 6095
sales@worldofesf.com
sentryposts@worldofesf.com
worldofesf.com
sentryposts.co.uk

ENVIRONMENTAL STREET FURNITURE
Valley Business Centre
67 Church Road
Newtownabbey
Belfast BT36 7LS

STREET FURNITURE

DONAGHADEE PRIMARY SCHOOL.

GLOBAL SUCCESS THAT HAS ITS ROOTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND PROJECTS…

Street Furniture to suit every need from ESF

E

nvironmental Street Furniture
(ESF) is known globally for a
bespoke range of themed and
solar powered products, which are
located in some of the world’s most
famous theme parks.
The Newtownabbey based company
currently exports to 22 countries across
five continents. However, it’s the
company’s work throughout Ireland
that has helped establish ESF as the
global success it is today.
Specialising in the design and supply
of street, themed, solar and security
products, ESF has been at the
forefront of the industry for many
years, namely within the health,
government and educational sectors
throughout Ireland.

HEALTH
Counting the Royal Victoria
Hospital, Craigavon and Antrim
Area Hospitals, Omagh Hospital
and Enniskillen Ambulance Station
amongst their previous projects, ESF’s
comprehensive product range, which
includes cycle shelters, litter bins,
seating, shelters, signage and bollards,
adds a variety of traditional and
contemporary styles to suit every need
and location.
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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GOVERNMENT

the opportunity to work closely with
community members in Holywood,
on the maritime-themed play area at
Glencraig Special Needs School. ESF
provided a full design and installation
service for this project, which overlooks
the Irish Sea, much to the delight of the
children who attend the school.
One of ESF’s unique selling points is
the company’s ability to fully customise
each design to cater for a
client’s needs, whether that’s
EDUCATION
“One of ESF’s
ESF services the education
unique selling incorporating solar technology
into standard street furniture,
sector throughout Ireland,
points is the
or theming street furniture
ranging from nursery
company’s
ability
to complement a company’s
schools through to some
to fully customise brand.
of the most famous
each design to ESF recently increased the
universities.
company’s offering to new
In 2017, ESF was
cater for a
commissioned to supply
client’s needs.” and existing clients by adding
a range of maintenance and
a range of stainless steel
servicing packages for the entire
bollards for Whitla Hall at Queen’s
product range. This latest addition will
University in Belfast. This was followed
provide clients with the peace of mind
by a later project on the East West Link,
that their product will remain in the best
working alongside Felix O’Hare, where
condition, with regular maintenance
ESF provided a number of stainless
checks, throughout its lifespan.
steel curved benches, planters and
For more information on ESF and how
litter bins. Additional projects with
you can take your upcoming project
Queen’s University included the Estates
to the next level, contact ESF today
department, Queen’s Elms student
at sales@worldofesf.com or call
accommodation and Riddel Hall.
0845 606 6095.
A special project for ESF was having
More recently, ESF provided a range
of products to Stormont buildings,
Belfast which included bicycle shelters,
benches, litter bins, planters, fencing
and gates. The company also supplied
a number of Victorian style lanterns
with modern lighting capabilities to the
majestic Hillsborough Castle, adding to
the already breath-taking setting.
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CASE STUDY - GROOMSPORT PARISH CHURCH

A RESTORATION PROJECT WITH A FOCUS ON ORIGINAL CHARACTER AND COMPLETED
BY EAST DOWN CONSTRUCTION CO LTD…

East Down Construction brings a unique
restoration project to life

S

ituated in the village of
Groomsport County Down on
the Main Street, Groomsport
Parish Church is a unique building.
It was designed by Sir Charles Lanyon
to the instructions of Colonel the
Hon. John Waring Maxwell MP of
Finnebrogue, Downpatrick and owner
of Groomsport House. Built in 1842
it has evolved into a building which is
unique in these Islands, what amounts
to a miniature Cathedral.
During its 175 years of life,
Groomsport Parish Church had been
extended several times but had not
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received an overall refit until now.
Some repair works had been carried
out in the last fifty years but the fabric
of the building was now in serious
need of attention.
Back in October 2015, architect
Ken Best of the Gordon McKnight
Partnership, Bangor, produced a
presentation on how he would aim to
breathe new life into this old, damp,
battered, but unique, beautiful and
much-loved church building. Barry
Greenaway, Groomsport Parish’s
designated Project Manager, states
how they echoed the views of Ken,

stating - “The General and Select
Vestries were unanimous: it had to
be done for the sake of the Parish,
Groomsport, Ulster’s heritage and
above all our Christian faith.”
By dint of careful and skilful
management by the Select Vestry,
together with the generous support
of parishioners and friends and a
substantial grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund, they have been able
to finance a full external and internal
refurbishment for which the main
contractor was East Down Construction
Co Ltd of Portaferry.
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GROOMSPORT PARISH CHURCH - CASE STUDY

Over a period of seven months,
the entire roof has been replaced,
stonework has been repaired or
replaced, windows refurbished and
various fixtures replaced in keeping
with the original. Internally, the walls
have been damp proofed and the old
heating pipes replaced with a modern
gas-fired underfloor system.
The church has been entirely re-wired
with an appropriate lighting system
installed and a complete redecoration
was carried out to an impressive
standard.
From the beginning, the main
objective outlined by the Groomsport
Church members was to maintain
the sanctity, ethos and beauty of
Groomsport Parish Church. This
has been achieved by East Down
Construction, and as a result a building
with a long-standing tradition in the
area has been preserved for future
generations.
East Down Construction Co Ltd is an
established family owned building
contracting firm that has worked on

• New Private Home Builds
• Restorations

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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several church and heritage projects in
the past and is familiar with buildings of
this nature.
Charles Coleman, of East Down
Construction, outlined that the
company’s ethos is to provide exactly
what clients have in mind and add the
company’s professional input to achieve
the desired results. Together with a
skilled workforce and competent subcontractors, the company is satisfied
with another successfully completed
project.
Charles stated, “Ken Best, architect,
along with Reverend Pollock, Barry
Greenaway and those at Groomsport
Parish worked well with us to complete
this project, and we are happy to
provide the craftsmanship to which the
results are shown within the church.”
With this project, East Down
Construction Co Ltd has highlighted the
company’s ability to deliver top class
workmanship and has demonstrated
why the company has built such a
reputation for high standards and
excellence.

• Renovations and Extensions
• Commercial Projects

• Ecclesiastical Projects
• General Maintenance
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ARDS BLAIR MAYNE WELLBEING AND LEISURE COMPLEX

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR
COMPLEX MADE SIMPLE BY HERON BROS WITH THE COMPLETION OF A
UNIQUE RECREATION DESTINATION IN NEWTOWNARDS…

V

ersatility has been right
at the heart of over six
decades of success at
Heron Bros. That quality was
required in abundance during
the construction of the landmark
Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and
Leisure Complex.
The £30million project
for Ards and North Down
Borough Council has recorded
unprecedented demand since
opening earlier this year, mainly
due to the versatile nature of
the building and the variety of
activities on offer.
Gone are the days that a councilrun leisure centre consists of a

rectangular swimming pool and a
multi-purpose sports hall and that
change is epitomised at Ards Blair
Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure
Complex, which consists of three
main areas – the dome-covered
synthetic turf training area, sports
halls, swimming pools and fitness
suites.
The swimming facilities in the
Aqua Zone encompass a six-lane
25-metre indoor main pool, a
20-metre indoor minor pool, both
with movable floors, a splash pool
in its own space for interactive
water-based play, and spectator
gallery which can accommodate
160 people alongside modern

changing facilities. There is also
a new water-based play area for
children up to 7 years old.
In addition to the sports hall,
with courts for netball, basketball
and racquet sports, there is
a separate, dome-covered
synthetic turf training area that
allows sports and training to
continue whatever the weather.
The luxury spa comprises
vitality and chill pools, a sauna,
aroma steam room, sanarium,
salt grotto and relaxation
area while, in a UK first, the
Blacklight Adventure Zone
includes adventure golf, climbing
walls and high ropes. The

“We take pride in how we prepare
and plan for projects.”
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contemporary gym has three
fitness studios and a spacious
110-station gym while there is
also a children’s soft play area.
Externally, there is a diversity
play area and sensory garden,
biking pump track, wheel park
for skateboarding, scooters, BMX
and inline skating.
In recent years, Heron Bros has
been renowned for delivering
leisure projects, including the
National Indoor Arena, Dublin
and Aberavon Leisure Complex,
while the company’s ability
to complete complex, Wales
projects in the education,
healthcare, office and retail
sectors made the experienced
contractor the perfect choice for
Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and
Leisure Complex.
With so many different aspects,
the hybrid design became a

veritable jigsaw for the team at
Heron Bros but, as explained
by Theresa McErlean, Contracts
Manager, an immense sense
of teamwork made this an
enjoyable project.
“This was a unique and complex
project with a wide range of
challenges throughout but it also
had a great team of individuals
all pulling in the same direction,”
she said. “We’re proud of how
smoothly the construction
process went and at the high
standards we achieved. The
positive feedback and reaction to
the new centre has also made it
all worthwhile.”
Believed to be the first centre of
its kind in Northern Ireland with
the swimming pools on the first
floor as opposed to the more
traditional ground floor, the
striking shape of the building

also offered Heron Bros with a
challenge. A late request from
the client to allow members of
the public onto the site to carry
out their gym induction ahead of
the official opening was another
hurdle the team had to clear.
“We enjoy a challenge at Heron
Bros, so these didn’t cause
too many problems,” added
Theresa. “We take pride in how
we prepare and plan for projects
but we are also experienced
enough to know that you
will always face changes and
different demands, so we can
also be flexible.”
These qualities saw Heron Bros
complete another complex build
with consummate ease, adding
Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing
and Leisure Complex to an
already impressive portfolio of
successful projects.

ARDS BLAIR MAYNE WELLBEING AND LEISURE COMPLEX

PROJECT IN FOCUS

HEAD OFFICE: 2 St. Patrick’s Street, Draperstown, Magherafelt, BT45 7AL.
T: 028 7962 8505 - E: info@heronbros.com
www.heronbros.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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ARDS BLAIR MAYNE WELLBEING AND LEISURE COMPLEX

PROJECT IN FOCUS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
WITH HIGH LEVELS OF EXPERTISE, H.M. ELECTRICS COMPLETES ONE OF THE
COMPANY’S LARGEST LEISURE CONTRACTS IN THE UK…

H

.M. Electrics Ltd completed
a comprehensive electrical
installation at Ards Blair
Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure
Complex.
The BIM Level 2 project required
detailed collaboration with main
contractor, Heron Bros, to ensure
this complex project got off to a
speedy start. For clash detection
and problem solving BIM coordination was vital.
The complex contains a variety
of facilities ranging from an
Aqua Centre, a dome-covered
synthetic turf training area, sports
halls, luxury spa, fitness studio,
administration and multi-use
rooms as well as a range of
external amenities. Also included
is the Blacklight Adventure Zone,
comprising of adventure golf,
climbing walls and high ropes.
Each area brought different
challenges for H.M. Electrics and
the company had to call on its

extensive expertise on leisure
projects.
“With so many diverse areas
under one roof, the use of up-todate technologies such as BIM
was essential in the co-ordination
throughout the tight service voids
and routes to make the facility
run,” explained Hugh Martin Mc
Alary, BIM Coordinator at H.M.
Electrics Ltd.
Declan McAlary, Operations
Director, added, “Over the years
we have completed a number of
leisure projects in Northern Ireland
and that experience has helped
us to achieve the high standards
of finish on this contract at Ards
Blair Mayne Wellbeing & Leisure
Complex. We’re delighted with
the final result and the positive
feedback on the complex.”
This project placed a number
of additional demands on HM
Electrics that required specialist
solutions.

“The pool and wet areas needed
specialist containment systems
that had to meet specific anticorrosion criteria,” added Declan.
“Many of the challenges included
high levels of dimmable LED and
UV lighting, all using advanced
touch screen controls, so we
had to put in more research and
time during the procurement
stages which enabled an efficient
planning process making sure we
could deliver, meeting the client’s
expectations while working
between other trades throughout
the various facilities within the
building.
“Advanced protective, security
and data systems span the entire
building to ensure its lifespan
is kept up to date with future
technologies. The leisure centre
included extensive mechanical
wiring to ensure the operations of
the spaces worked and responded
as they were being used. “

H.M. Electrics Ltd, 95 Glen Road, Maghera, BT46 5JG
T: 028 7964 2112 - E: enquiries@hmelectrics.com
www.hmelectrics.com
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MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
MICHAEL NUGENT LTD DELIVERS A COMPLEX MECHANICAL INSTALLATION
FOR THIS UNIQUE COMPLEX…

W

hen it comes to
leisure projects,
Michael Nugent Ltd’s
adaptability is a key attribute and
this was on show once again at the
state-of-the-art Ards Blair Mayne
Wellbeing and Leisure Complex.
The facility is unlike any other
similar complex in Northern Ireland
but that didn’t faze the expert
team at Michael Nugent Ltd.
The company provided a full
mechanical services installation,
with the team calling on
experience gained throughout
a variety of complex projects to
complete this new complex to the
highest standards.
The mechanical installation carried

out by Michael Nugent Ltd
included:
• Constant temperature LPHW
heating installation
• Radiator and UFH installation
• Plumbing installation
• Sanitary installation
• General ventilation
• Dedicated supply and extract
installation
• Fully automated BEMS 		
installation
• Natural gas installation
• External trunk main installation
• Lead services co-ordinator
• Thermal insulation ofpiped
and ducted services
• Swimming pool filtration

Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and
Leisure Complex joins a growing
list of hotel and leisure projects
by Michael Nugent Ltd across
the UK and Ireland that includes
Grand Central Hotel Belfast,
Hampton by Hilton in Edinburgh,
City of London Freemen’s School,
Newry Leisure Centre, Letterkenny
Sports and Leisure Complex and
Greenvale Leisure Centre.

ARDS BLAIR MAYNE WELLBEING AND LEISURE COMPLEX
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Michael Nugent Ltd, 2 Tandragee Road, Pomeroy, Co. Tyrone, BT70 3DS
T: 028 8775 8617 - E: info@michaelnugent.co.uk
www.michaelnugent.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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WALLS AND CEILINGS
RAEMAC INTERIOR SYSTEMS PROVIDES A BESPOKE SOLUTION THAT MEETS
BOTH PRACTICAL AND AESTHETIC REQUIREMENTS…

R

aemac Interior Systems
utilised the company’s
extensive knowledge of
the leisure sector to provide
a specialist ceilings and wall
solutions for the new Ards Blair
Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure
Complex.
The company, which has
successfully worked on projects
across the UK and Ireland, is
renowned for providing bespoke
solutions that meet the need of
the client but will also provide
fast-track systems to speed up the
construction process.
Leisure centres require high
humidity resistance products
in walls and in ceilings that can
withstand the conditions created in

areas such as swimming pools and
shower and changing facilities.
With so many different zones
within this new complex,
Raemac Interiors showcased
the company’s capabilities by
providing different finishes to
meet both the aesthetic and
practical requirements of each
zone. In addition to the high
humidity, the ceilings and walls
were also designed and installed
to provide effective acoustic and
insulation levels throughout the
building as well as match the
distinctive look that had been
designed for each specific area.
Managing Director, Ruairi
McCloskey, said that the Ards
project is a great example of
the high standards that Raemac
Interior Systems can deliver.
“We have a lot of experience
within the leisure sector and have
completed a number of projects
across the UK and Ireland to these
same high standards,” he said.
“Ards was a complex project
overall, but we had a great
working relationship with the
main contractor, Heron Bros, and
the architect, McAdam Design,
and we were able to produce a

bespoke solution that meet their
needs.
“We’re proud to have been
involved in such an impressive
facility.”
Established in 2004 in Dungiven,
Raemac Interiors has quickly
grown and, with additional
offices in Dublin and London, the
company is well positioned to
complete projects across the UK
and Ireland.
As well as leisure projects, the
company has worked extensively
in the hotel, education, office,
retail and healthcare sectors to
provide bespoke solutions on each
project.
The company’s product range
includes metal frame ceilings and
suspended ceilings; partitions that
offer different levels of integrity for
fire, sound passage and thermal
connectivity; Metsec or Heavy
Gauge SFS (Steel Framing System)
solutions for buildings requiring
the rapid construction coupled
with load bearing properties; and
full fit-out joinery services.
“We gain a lot of repeat business
and I think that speaks volumes
about the standards that we set,”
added Ruairi.

Raemac Interior Systems, 2 Garvagh Road, Dungiven, Co. Derry, BT47 4LT
T: 028 7774 1000
www.raemac.co.uk
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FEATURE

COLLABORATIVE APPROACH BY
McADAM DESIGN…

S

implicity was the key to the
successful design strategy
employed by McAdam
Design at the impressive Ards
Blair Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure
Complex.
Working closely with the client
and stakeholders, the leading
independent multi-disciplinary
consultancy practice took
inspiration from centres across
the UK before creating a visually
striking yet highly functional design
for the new complex.
McAdam Design used a main
street approach, with a central
thoroughfare running through
the middle. Circulation was kept
simple and intuitive, with every

level stepping up in terms
of sophistication and a
clear flow between the
different elements of the
centre.
Stephen Wright, McAdam
Design, explained, “The
challenge with Ards
was the many, many different
elements involved and how to
effectively and cohesively bring
them together. This was a complex
and challenging project but thanks
to the attitude and teamwork of
everyone involved, it was also
enjoyable. The feedback has
been impressive and we’re proud
to have been involved in this
success.”

McAdam Design, 1c Montgomery
House, 478 Castlereagh Road,
Belfast, BT5 6BQ
T: 028 9040 2000
E: admin@mcadamdesign.co.uk
www.mcadamdesign.co.uk

DOME-COVERED SPORTS AREA
AN INNOVATIVE SPORTS BUILDINGS FROM RUBB
KEEPS SPORTS IN PLAY NO MATTER WHAT THE
WEATHER IS DOING…

R

ubb Buildings Ltd has
delivered the perfect
balance between outdoor
training and the Northern Ireland
weather with the company’s
dome-covered synthetic-turf
training area at Ards Blair Mayne
Wellbeing and Leisure Complex.
The company’s custom-designed
fabric buildings allow anyone
to play and train in all weather
conditions, all year round.
The design and planning
flexibility, speed of construction
and durable, cost effective
operation of Rubb sports
structures provide a competitive
edge. Translucent membranes
allow natural daylight to
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

illuminate the sports hall while the
white roof surface reflects heat.
In addition, the high-quality PVC
cladding materials and postproduction galvanized welded
steel frames deliver durability
over time, making the cost of
maintaining Rubb sports buildings
more economical compared
to conventional sports hall
structures.
The custom-design meets the
needs of this facility, with subdividers allowing the creation of
smaller areas for different sports.
On a project of this size and
complexity, the fact that Rubb
sports structures can be quickly
erected thanks to its module

FOLLOW US ON:
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ARCHITECT

pre-fabrication was another plus
point. The structure can even be
quickly dismantled and relocated,
if necessary.

T: 0191 482 22 11
www.rubbuk.com
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

CLIMBING WALLS

WYG provided civil,
structural, transportation,
fire engineering and
BREEAM services on
this project. To meet the
durability and aesthetic
requirements, a hybrid
structure was adopted,
comprising a mixture
of materials, including
reinforced concrete framing, structural steelwork
and glulam timber. In line with the development
of WYG’s BIM Level 2 capabilities, this project was
modelled using REVIT, which proved invaluable
given the complex geometries of the roof profile.
Stephen Alford, WYG Director, said, “Meeting
the unique challenges of this project head on has
provided us with invaluable experience, which we
have been able to transfer to our current portfolio
of leisure sector schemes.”

King Kong
Climbing
Walls
designed,
manufactured
and installed a
bespoke Krazy
Kong and
High Ropes
course at the new Ards Blair Mayne Wellbing and
Leisure Complex. Part of the Blacklight Adventure
Zone, the systems had to be designed so they
could be used in black light (UV) conditions. The
climbing wall included 12 Krazy Kong systems
incorporating four bespoke elements. This system
auto belays to keep the clients safe when climbing
up and descending the climbing walls. The high
ropes course incorporated 18 different elements on
a continuous belay system that features a climbing
wall start, custom spiral stairs and a ‘Leap of Faith’.

T: 028 9070 6000
www.wyg.com

T: 01768779959
www.climbingwall.co.uk

BUILDERS’ MERCHANT
THE COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLIER MEETS A WIDE
RANGE OF NEEDS AT THIS IMPRESSIVE FACILITY…

T

he fact that JP Corry
stocks such an extensive
product range made the
leading builders’ merchant the
perfect supply partner for the
new Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing
and Leisure Complex.
The £30million project is a
vertaile new centre that contains
everything from a six-lane
25-metre swimming pool, a
multi-sports and activities hall,
luxury spa, contemporary gym
incorporating three fitness
studios and a 110-station gym, a
children’s soft play area and a UK
first Blacklight Adventure Zone
that incorporates adventure golf,
climbing walls and high ropes.
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Outside, the facility has a
diversity play area and sensory
garden, a biking pump track, a
wheel park for skateboarding,
scooters, BMX and inline skating.
Working closely with main
contractor, Heron Bros, the
team at JP Corry was able to
supply insulation, plywood and
rough timbers, Rockwool and
Rainscreen cladding, ensuring
timely delivery to site.
With a strong network of 17
branches across Northern
Ireland, JP Corry prides itself
on supplying everything from
core building essentials right
through to the latest product
innovations from leading

suppliers. The company supplies
everything from the foundations
to the finishing touches of a
construction project, including
timber, building materials, dry
lining and insulation, doors,
flooring, roofing, drainage
systems, hardware, painting and
decorating and civils products.

T: 028 9024 3661
Visit www.jpcorry.com to find
your nearest branch
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NEWS

MARCON SECURES MUSEUM
CONTRACT WIN WITH
ENGLISH HERITAGE

Marking the progress on the new SRC Armagh campus are (from left) Conor McGeown (Project Manager
– WYG), Neil Madeley (FE Estates - Department for
the Economy), Ruairi Lavery (Projects Director, Southern Regional College), Mark Campbell (Contracts
Director - Felix O’Hare & Co. Ltd.), and Brian Doran
(Chief Executive – Southern Regional College).

FELIX O’HARE ON TRACK AT NEW £35M
SRC ARMAGH CAMPUS
Felix O’Hare and Co Limited
is on track to complete Southern
Regional College’s new £35million
landmark campus in Armagh
after reaching another important
construction milestone.
Constructed on the existing
Lonsdale Road site, the 14,000
square-metre campus stands
18.4 metres tall and will house
an unrivalled blend of specialist
accommodation designed to
facilitate world class professional
and technical education and
training.
Around 200 jobs are being created
within the construction phase of
the project which also includes 25

apprenticeship opportunities.
Designed by WYG Group with
Kennedy Fitzgerald Architects, a
key feature of the new Armagh
build is the provision of innovation
hubs through which students will
directly engage with business and
industry in real life projects.
The work at Armagh is part of
SRC’s £95 million investment plans
to open three new, state-of-theart educational facilities and, in
addition to a £15million project at
the Banbridge campus, planning
approval has now been granted
for a new £45million, state-of-the
art Further and Higher Education
campus in Craigavon.

Fit-out specialist, Marcon, has been
appointed to deliver a new, site-wide
interpretation scheme at Whitby Abbey in North
Yorkshire.
This contract win will be Marcon’s first project
with English Heritage. The company will
be responsible for the detail development,
manufacture, delivery and installation of
the museum fit-out within the visitor centre,
including graphics, AV hardware and the
coordination of all work-packages. The project
also includes the manufacture and installation of
externally sited interpretation.
Mark O’Connor, Director, Marcon comments;
“Securing our first project with English Heritage
is another significant milestone for the company
and we are looking forward to working with
the entire project team to complete the new
exhibition at Whitby Abbey.”
For more information on Marcon, visit
www.marconheritage.com

BELFAST LOOKS TO THE FUTURE WITH SMART INFRASTRUCTURE HUBS

Trevor Leaker (left) and David Barwell of AECOM with
Suzanne Wylie, Chief Executive Belfast City Council.
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An initiative to make Belfast a leader
in the use of SMART (Self-Monitoring
Analysis and Reporting Technology) is
seen as critical to the sustainability of
the construction industry while clarity
on the future of the NI Assembly could
underpin the industry’s long-term
sustainability.
That’s according to an annual
construction industry review by
AECOM in Northern Ireland that
analyses the industry outlook on the
island of Ireland and takes a long view
to what will be required to sustain
development over the next two
decades.

Trevor Leaker, Director, AECOM
in Northern Ireland, said, while
frustrating, clarity on the future of the
Northern Ireland Executive “could lead
to a flurry of public sector projects
being tendered which could underpin
the long-term sustainability of the
industry.” He added, “Belfast City
Council is working with industry to
establish the city as a leader in the use
of SMART. Belfast’s 20 ‘Smart Hubs’
initiative is a critical step in maintaining
the capital’s status as a frontrunner
in the deployment of infrastructure
technology and will be a key ingredient
in its continued growth and evolution.”
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ASSOCIATIONS

New Chair of the
CIOB Belfast Hub
appointed

G

ary Blair from Farrans
Construction has commenced
his term as Chair of the
Chartered Institute of Building
(CIOB) Belfast Hub. Gary is a diligent
construction professional who served
as Vice-Chair of the CIOB Belfast Hub
for the last two years.
Gerard Graham, Immediate Past-Chair,
commented on the appointment, “I
have thoroughly enjoyed my two-year
term as Chair and now encourage all
CIOB members to support Gary during
his two-year term. Gary will provide
strong leadership to the committee
and will be an asset to the Institute and
its members.”
The CIOB Belfast Hub committee
for 2019 comprises Gary Blair, Frank
Farrell, Sean O’Brien, Noel Mathers,
Emma Brennan, John Greig, Philip

Gary Blair, new Chair of the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) Belfast Hub (left),is congratulated by Immediate
Past Chair, Gerard Graham.

Corr, Roger Gillespie and Sarah
Sharpe. The work of the committee will
be supported by Julie Fitzsimmons,
CIOB Member Services & Events Coordinator, and Rachel Corbally, CIOB
Development Manager.

For more information, contact
Julie Fitzsimmons,
CIOB Member Services & Events
Coordinator on 01344630729,
e-mail: jfitzsimmons@ciob.org.uk or
visit www.ciob.org.uk

ARE YOU
RECRUITING?

www.northernbuilder.co.uk/jobs

JOBS

Take advantage of our job section online,

specifically targeted at people within the construction industry!
ONLY £75+ VAT for 4 Weeks
on the Northern Builder website and across social media
Contact Sarah NI: 028 9261 2990 - RoI: 01696 8319
or sarah@kmpltd.co.uk for more info

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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RIVER HOUSE, BELFAST
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MAIN CONTRACTOR
DYNAMIC CONSTRUCTION BY
MAC-GROUP TRANSFORMS RIVER HOUSE
INTO ONE OF BELFAST’S LEADING OFFICE DEVELOPMENTS…

S

pecialist construction and
fit-out company, mac-group
has completed one of the
largest city centre commercial
refurbishment projects undertaken
in Belfast to create a new office
complex that wouldn’t look out of
place in the heart of London.
The 14-storey River House, on
High Street in the Cathedral
Quarter, was built in the 1960s but
has now been transformed into
premium Grade A office space,
including five floors for shared
workspace specialists, Clockwise,
that is dedicated to SME and startup businesses.
The Newry-based specialist
construction and fit-out partner
has completed projects for
Castleforge Partners in the past,
and that relationship proved
key to the success of this major
refurbishment project.

In essence, the building was
stripped back to its shell. Work
carried out by mac-group included
internal core demolition and
structural reinforcements as well
as the installation of new seamless
glass curtain walling, high speed
lifts, double-height reception areas
and new raised floors and ceilings.
The company’s specialist interiors
division, mac-interiors, carried out
the full fit-out.
“A new build project offers you a
blank template to start from but
a project such as this offers its
own unique set of challenges,”
explained Ronan McGrath,
Contracts Manager at mac-group.
“This was a real team effort and
our specialist sub-contractors and
supply chain played an important
role in the success of this project.
“We’ve completed projects in the
past for Castleforge Partners, so

we understand their expectations.
The emphasis throughout is on
high quality finishes, which gives
you an idea of the standards that
the client expected.”
Delivering that high quality finish
remained at the core of the
project, with mac-group creating
numerous mock-ups and building
a dedicated sample room to show
the client, architect and subcontractors a clear look at the end
goal.
“This was vital,” said Ronan,” and
ensured everyone was aiming for
the same end result. In particular,
it worked perfectly for the client
and the architect while providing
us with a benchmark for quality.”
The biggest construction
challenge of the project was the
reconfiguration of the entrance/
reception area to create a new
double height ceiling.

“River House reflects why mac-group has quickly
developed such an enviable reputation.”
30 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE
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PROJECT TEAM…
Client: Castleforge Partners
Main contractor: mac-group
Architect: Povall Worthington
Project manager: Malcolm Hollis LLP
Mechanical contractor: KM Technical Services
Electrical contractor: Premier Electrics
“The logistics and health and
safety considerations on this
were complex,” added Ronan.
“We were carrying out heavy
demolition work in a busy, city
location surrounded by businesses
and just a short distance away
from the general public walking
past the building, so there was no
room for error.
“It went smoothly and I doubt
many people realised the scale
of the works taking place on the
other side of the hoarding, while
they walked past the site.”
The focus on maximising the
floor to ceiling heights proved a
challenge for the M&E installation,
with the 60’s design not lending
itself easily to modern-day
requirements of high speed
internet, quality lighting and fully
controllable heating and cooling
systems. The decision to leave

the services exposed, however,
created a practical solution as well
as matching the overall aesthetic
that the client required.
The M&E challenges also included
having to avoid disrupting a
number of existing mobile phone
communication systems in the
building, including the rooftop
masts and the cables running
through the building.
While mac-group prides itself on
forward-planning, projects of this
type have a habit of throwing up a
few curve balls.
Ronan explained, “At the rear of
the building we discovered an old
tower crane base. Basically this
was a huge chunk of reinforced
concrete which held up the piling
process for the new extension and
meant that we had to work with
the structural engineer to come up
with a viable solution.

RIVER HOUSE, BELFAST

PROJECT IN FOCUS

“Then, half-way through the
project, the client decided to
take five floors of the building
for themselves. This turned that
aspect of the job into a Design
& Build contract for Clockwise,
which added a lot of additional
co-ordination challenges.
“But we’re well accustomed to
reacting to changes such as this
while ensuring the project remains
on schedule.”
River House reflects why macgroup has quickly developed such
an enviable reputation within the
industry for high standards. The
company was founded in 2002
and has rapidly evolved into a
leading construction and fit-out
specialist, with this project just
one of a long line of notable
successes that mac-group has
completed across the UK and
Ireland.

mac-group, 4 Downshire Close, Downshire Road, Newry, BT34 1FD
T: 028 3083 3533
www.mac-group.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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DEMOLITION CONTRACTOR
HARTE DEMOLITION GETS THE RIVER HOUSE REFURBISHMENT PROJECT OFF
TO THE BEST POSSIBLE START…

T

hrough careful coordination and expert
planning, Harte
Demolition got the River House
refurbishment project off to the
best possible start.

With a confined site on the busy
High Street in Belfast and with
neighbouring businesses in full
operation, Harte Demolition
had little room for manoeuvre
when working on this 14-storey
building.
The company completed the
removal of the existing façade
and the full soft-strip of the
building, including the removal of
floor screed and the plant room.
Working in tandem with other
specialist contractors, Harte
Demolition was also involved
in asbestos removal and the
major structural alterations to
the ground floor. Some internal
reconfiguration required a
number of walls to be demolished
as well as work on the staircases
– all of which was completed by
Harte Demolition.
“We have a lot of experience on
projects of this size, so we didn’t

face anything that we couldn’t
handle,” explained Conor
Harte, Director. “It’s a city
centre location, so health and
safety was a priority throughout
the project but, in our line of
work, that is something that is
always important anyway, so it’s
second nature.”
As the contractor responsible
for the initial stages of the
project, Harte Demolition faced
significant time pressures to get
completed so the next stage
could start.
“We already have a great
working relationship with
mac-group and have worked
with them on much bigger and
more complicated jobs than
this across the UK and Ireland,
so this one ran smoothly. It all
came together well and we look
forward to working with macgroup on future projects.”

Harte Demolition, Omagh Enterprise Centre, Gortrush Industrial Estate,
Omagh, BT78 5LU. T: 028 8224 9494
E: connor@hartedemolition.com
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GROUNDWORKS CONTRACTOR
EXPERTISE AND A COMMITMENT TO PARTNERSHIP ARE KEY TO THE
SUCCESS OF COLE GROUNDWORKS CONTRACTS LTD…

C

ole Groundworks
Contracts Ltd carried
out a wide range of
work to keep the River House
refurbishment project on track.
“Initially, we were involved in
altering the service locations and
creating new drainage points to
allow for the reconfiguration of

the ground floor area,” explained
Johnny Connolly, Construction
Engineer at Cole Groundworks
Contracts. “The reworking of the
ground floor led to a lot of work,
which included the remodelling
of a section of the carpark, which
was then tarmaced and had a
new sliding gate installed.
“We also were involved
in paving the way for the
installation of new gas lines, fibre
optic cables and the external
lighting and cameras as well as
the installation of the two new
double tier cycle racks.”
Johnny added, “This was a big
project for us and working on
such a confined site brought
a rank of challenges. But macgroup was well organised and it
all ran smoothly.”
Cole Groundworks Contracts
Ltd was established in 2005,
solely as a solid small team of

professionals providing services
to domestic and small commercial
building contractors. Since then,
the company has grown to
provide all groundwork and civil
engineering services covering the
entirety of the UK and Ireland.
The company has worked with
some of the biggest names in
the construction industry on a
variety of notable projects in the
domestic and commercial sectors.
These have included schools and
universities, electrical generation
sites, telecommunications, and
projects within the water industry.
Key to the success of Cole
Groundworks Contracts Ltd is the
company’s talented staff. Highly
knowledgeable and focused on
finding solutions, the team works
in partnership with contractors
to deliver the highest possible
standards and provide a niche
service to the industry.

Cole Groundworks Contracts Ltd, 135 Kilbroney Road, Rostrevor, Newry, BT34 3BW
T: 028 4173 8883 - E: info@colegwc.co.uk
www.colegwc.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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RIVER HOUSE, BELFAST

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
KM TECHNICAL’S EXPERTISE AND EFFICIENT TECHNICAL SOLUTIONS
PROVIDE A COMPLETE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION SERVICE…

K

M Technical provided
a bespoke mechanical
solution to meet the
requirements of the refurbished
River House in Belfast.
The project included the
complete design and installation
of the mechanical systems
throughout this 80,000sqft

state-of-the-art modern office
building, meeting the needs
of both Grade A and Grade B
standards, as specified by the
client.
One of the main challenges
on the project was the lack
of space within the voids for
the mechanical installations,
requiring the KM Technical
team to utilise the M&E
contractor’s expertise to find
viable solutions throughout the
building.
This type of project, however, is
second nature to KM Technical,
building on the company’s
reputation for delivering value
and service on every job.

T: 028 90453777
www.km-technical.com

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
AWARD-WINNING CONTRACTOR RAISES THE
ROOF ON RIVER HOUSE’S ENERGY LEVELS…

D

avid Jameson Roofing
has completed a roofing
upgrade at River House
that has increased the building’s
energy rating and helped the
company to a major award.
The company worked on the
various roofs throughout the
building, starting by cleaning
the existing roof membrane and
then installing a new warm roof
high-performance waterproof
membrane. The ‘warm roof’ is
the installation of rigid insulation
board to upgrade the building’s
energy saving potential.
As specialists in roof
refurbishment the experienced
team planned and executed the
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work without any major issues.
David Jameson Roofing’s
work at River House formed
part of the winning entry that
saw the company named as
Construction News Roofing
Specialist of the Year 2018 in
London last year. The company
has again been shortlisted as a
finalist this year.
At present, the company is
working on two major Dublin
projects - the encapsulation of a
8,000sqm asbestos corrugated
roof for Musgrave Marketplace,
and a high performance warmroof waterproofing system onto
125 new-build apartments at
Mount Angus.

T: 028 3833 9366
E: david@djrs.co.uk or
davidjr@djrs.co.uk
www.davidjamesonroofing.co.uk
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STONE CLADDING

PAINTING AND DECORATING

Cunningham
Stone Masonry
Limited
designed,
supplied and
fitted the
polished grey
granite cladding
on the ground
floor facade of
River House,
including the plinth, jambs, heads, soffits and
sills. The company has over 40 years’ experience
and by combining traditional skills with the
latest technology, Cunningham Stone Masonry
Limited is able to produce bespoke high quality
natural stone products. Offering design services,
Cunningham Stone Masonry also uses the latest
CNC technology combined with highly skilled
stonemasons and carvers.

Painting the newly refurbished
high-rise River House Building took
Patrick F O’Reilly Ltd, along with
foreman Paul Vint, approximately
13 months to complete. The most challenging
aspect of this work was meeting the tight guidelines
across all phases of the project whilst maintaining
the high standard specification required for
these bespoke offices. All the walls, ceilings
and woodwork were completed in all the offices
along with two stairwells, which required a Class 0
spread of flame finish, to a high standard. Patrick F
O’Reilly Ltd is delighted to be associated with the
management team and this prestigious project.
T: 028 3025 0853 - www.patrickforeilly.co.uk

RIVER HOUSE, BELFAST
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T: 028 9751 1414 - www.cunninghamstone.com

HOIST

CURTAIN WALLING

AER Access provided
mac-group with a fast
and efficient hoist
solution for accessing
the high levels of
River House.
The Alimak Scando
high speed hoist
was used for the
transfer of personnel
and materials to the
high levels when
refurbishing the
14-storey, city centre
building.
Formed in 2003, AER
Access is a specialist in this sector, supplying mast
climbers, material hoists, cradle systems and high
level access equipment rentals to projects across
Ireland and the UK.

Omagh Aluminium Systems
Ltd replaced the existing
individual rows of windows
on the front façade at
River House with one large
high rise curtain walling
screen. Concrete panels
between each existing row
of windows had to be site
cored to allow the impressive
new curtain walling screen
to be fitted, with each element having to be tested
to meet strict structural requirements. The system
had a specifically designed feature cap running
vertically at each existing column. The glass used
was a highly specified solar neutral with spandrels
used to blank out existing floors. Omagh Aluminium
Systems Ltd was also responsible for creating a new
front and rear entrance and for the upgrade of the
rear windows with thermally enhanced windows to
meet modern specifications.

T: 028 9024 3846
www.accesserental.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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T: 028 82246871
www.oasltd.net
NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE | 35

PROJECT IN FOCUS

RIVER HOUSE, BELFAST

SPECIALIST JOINERY
BPJ GROUP MEETS THE REQUIRED HIGH STANDARDS OF FINISH DEMANDED
AT THE REFURBISHED RIVER HOUSE PROJECT…

R

iver House perfectly
demonstrates the design,
manufacture and fit-out
solutions from BPJ Group.
The well-established and highly
reputable fit-out specialist
worked closely with mac-interiors
to provide a bespoke specialist
joinery solution throughout
the 14 floors of Grade A office
accommodation.
Gareth Rowell, Director,
explained, “We enjoy the
challenge of customising our
work to meet the needs of the
client and the high standards that
this project demanded matched
the attention to detail that we
bring to every project.”

BPJ Group is a specialist in
the design, manufacture and
fit-out of tailored interiors
for discerning clients in
the commercial and luxury
residential sectors.
Providing specialist joinery
expertise for high-end
commercial developments
and consistently delivering
a winning combination of
design excellence and hightech manufacturing capacity, BPJ
Group has over 40 years’ industry
experience and has completed
a range of projects for clients
developing high-end hospitality,
retail, leisure, office and other
commercial environments.

T: 028 9073 9168
E: info@bpjgroup.co.uk
www.bigpicturejoinery.co.uk

• Commercial Photography
• Competitive Prices
• Aerial Photography Available

m: 078411 93866
e: gordon@kmpltd.co.uk
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MERCHANT NEWS

NORTHERN BUILDER SITS DOWN WITH HALDANE FISHER’S NEW SALES DIRECTOR,
JONATHAN McFARLANE…

Jonathan plans for a successful future

H

aldane Fisher is a company that
successfully looks forward and
plans ahead and in new Sales
Director, Jonathan McFarlane, they have
someone who shares that philosophy.
Jonathan joined the company in January
and hasn’t taken long to assess the
many strengths the company has.
“Our industry is constantly evolving
and Haldane Fisher has proven over the
years that it is able to react successfully
to customer needs,” he said. “I enjoy
planning ahead and setting a strategic
direction with a targeted approach, that
will form part of the overall Group’s
future. I am delighted to be part of this
at Haldane Fisher.
“What has impressed me most is the
knowledge and passion of our sales
team. We have some great people who
know and understand our product range
and have well-established relationships
with our trade customers.
“My focus will be taking those key
attributes and using them to establish
our strategic objectives going forward
and set our immediate and long-term
priorities.”
Words like team, objectives and
focus permeate the conversation with
Jonathan and he is looking forward to
applying his past industry experience at
Haldane Fisher.
Moving from AkzoNobel, where he was
Regional Business Manager, Jonathan
has also held positions at IKEA, where
he helped launch the iconic brand into
the Irish marketplace, and B&Q, where
he was responsible for driving forward
the company’s Trade Point offering at a
time when the company dominated the
local market.
“I started out as a sales rep for
Aerocrete aged 19 and I like to think
I’ve used every job since then as
an opportunity to learn something
new,” said Jonathan. “I believe that
a one-team approach and effective
communication are both vital in
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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Jonathan McFarlane, Sales Director,
Haldane Fisher.

ensuring that we are all pulling in the
same direction and heading towards a
common goal. However, I also want to
help our team develop their individual
potential.”
Jonathan is clear that by focusing on a
colleague’s ultimate potential creates its
own success.
“If you focus on a common goal with
clear priorities that are centred on
meeting and exceeding customer needs
then the business results will naturally
follow,” he explained. “ We have so
many different roles within the sales
team and we are dealing with a diverse
product range and a variety of different
customers, so it is important that we
have clear goals to ensure we continue
to successfully move forward.”
David Haldane, Managing Director of
Haldane Fisher in Northern Ireland, said
that Jonathan’s appointment was part

of the company’s forward-thinking
outlook.
“We have a long-term strategy
for growth through continuous
improvement and this has been
successful in recent years,” he
explained. “The hugely successful
launches of Plumbmaster and Bathline
as well as the acquisition of Robert
Dickie and Sons Ltd and Key Hardware
are part of that strategy but central
to all this has been appointments in
key positions to help drive this growth
forward.
“We welcome Jonathan to our team
and look forward to working with him
as we move forward successfully.”
For more information on Haldane
Fisher, telephone head office on
028 3026 3201 or visit
www.haldane-fisher.com for details
on your nearest branch.
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INDUSTRY GUIDANCE - MPANI

MPANI HIGHLIGHTS THE COMPANY’S WITH THIRD PARTY QUALITY ASSURED CONCRETE
PRODUCTS AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS IN NORTHERN IRELAND…

How to guarantee quality concrete products

M

ineral Products
Association Northern
Ireland (MPANI) has
highlighted the company’s
within the industry with Third
Party Quality Assured Concrete
Products and Management
Systems.
Recent issues about the quality
of mortar have been raised
recently and this move from
MPANI will help customers
to ensure they can guarantee
quality and responsibly sourced
materials.
Gordon Best, MPANI Director,
said, “Customers of our industry
and purchasers of concrete
products want to be assured
that those products they buy
and use come from sites that
are managed in a safe and
environmentally responsible
way. They also want to have the
guarantee of quality, so we have
reacted to this by showcasing
the company’s that reach the
highest standards and offer this
guarantee of third party quality
assured products.”
With the support of QSRMC and
BSI, MPANI has released a list of
all Third Party Quality Assured
companies in Northern Ireland to
allow those purchasing materials
from the industry to make an
informed choice.
Gordon added, “This is
particularly important for Public
sector projects. Procurement
policy in Northern Ireland
requires that all concrete used
on public sector construction
sites must be sourced from Third
Party Quality Assured Concrete
Suppliers.
“The policy states that ‘All
ready-mixed concrete supplied
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

for government contracts must be
from production plant currently
certified by a body accredited
by the UK Accreditation Service
(UKAS) to BS EN 45011 for
product conformity certification
of ready-mixed concrete. These
include QSRMC (The Quality
Scheme for Ready Mixed
Concrete) and BSI (British
Standards Institution).
“In terms of private
housebuilding, the National
Housebuilding Council (NHBC)
standards clearly state that ready
mixed concrete being used on an
NHBC registered housing site is
only acceptable from a supplier
operating a full quality control
system, such as operated by
QSRMC or the BSI kitemark or an
equivalent system acceptable to
NHBC.

For further information on
industry standards or advice,
contact MPANI on
028 9082 4078 or email
gbest@mpani.org

FOLLOW US ON:

QSRMC REGISTERED COMPANIES
Company
Location
LD Aggregates
Cookstown
B McCaffery & Sons Ltd
Enniskillen
Breedon/Whitemountain
All sites
Northstone NI Ltd
All sites
Tracey Concrete
Enniskillen
Quinn Building Products
Enniskillen
Norman Emerson Group
Craigavon
F P McCann
All sites
Clady Quarries
Newry , Armagh
Creagh Concrete
All sites
BSI REGISTERED COMPANIES
Company
Alpha Quarry Products Ltd
Alpha Quarry Products Ltd
RTU Ltd
CES Quarry Products Ltd
Carryduff Concrete
Neil Mullin & Sons Limited
McGarrity Bros
CES Quarry Products Ltd
Loughran Rock Quarries Ltd
Macrete Ireland Limited
Robinson Concrete Ltd
Robinson Concrete Ltd
Stoneyford Building Supplies
Loughran Rock Industries
Joseph Barrett & Sons Ltd
W & J Chambers Ltd
W J Chambers Ltd

Location
Co Down
Co Down
Newtownabbey
Newtownards
Lisburn
Omagh
Omagh
Saintfield
Carrickmore
Toomebridge
Claudy
Ballymoney
Lisburn
Armagh
Dungannon
Coleraine
Londonderry
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SUPPLIER - RTU LTD

McDonald’s Drive Thru at The Junction, Antrim one of the recent projects RTU has been involved in.

MAJOR PROJECTS COMPLETED AND MORE IN THE PIPELINE…

RTU off to a flyer

R

TU is off to a flying start in 2019,
with the supply of ready-mixed
concrete, mortar, plaster and
screed to some of the country’s latest
commercial, residential and self build
projects.
The Newtownabbey-based company
was a key supplier to several of the
construction projects showcased
within this month’s magazine edition,
including the supply ofconcrete to
the new McDonalds drive thru at The
Junction, Antrim.
As a leading supplier to Northern
Ireland’s commercial, residential and
self build industries, RTU has brought
together the company’s construction
knowledge, experience and
commitment to innovation into several
exciting new products that will launch
later in 2019.
RTU’s Managing Director, David
McIlroy, explains the importance of
innovation – “We see ourselves as a
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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quality supplier and a trusted partner
within a fast-paced and progressive
construction sector. RTU is continually
developing its service and product
range to provide optimum solutions
to the industry, our customers and the
end user.”

ULTRAFLO® HEMIHYDRATE
LIQUID FLOOR SCREED
Ultraflo® is Ireland’s only ready mixed
hemihydrate liquid floor screed with
unique properties that make it an
ideal solution for all domestic and
commercial projects. It offers improved
energy efficiency and lower running
costs with underfloor heating, and
being a hemihydrate screed means
it requires no buffing/grinding to the
floor surface. Ultraflo® is produced in
RTU’s state-of-the-art manufacturing
facilities (accredited to ISO 9001), and
with a 10-year proven track record, it
ensures a perfect screed every time.

EXPOSA® DECORATIVE
CONCRETE
Exposa® is a beautiful decorative
concrete, which is the first choice for
any hard landscaping project and
the ultimate alternative to traditional
paving, asphalt, tarmac and loose
gravel. Exposa® is highly durable,
low maintenance, practical, safe and
flexible, with a slip-resistant finish
that makes it the ideal choice for
residential driveways, patios and
footpaths as well as commercial
applications in large pedestrianised
zones. What makes Exposa® stand
out from the crowd is the variety of
colours on offer that allows designers
and architects to be as bold or subtle
in their design work.
Keep up-to-date with RTU products
and projects via the website
rtu.co.uk or on Facebook, Twitter
and LinkedIn.
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MANUFACTURER: CREAGH CONCRETE

The Spantherm precast concrete flooring system installed at Farm Lodge.

SPANTHERM INSTALLED ON EXCLUSIVE NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN
MAGHERAFELT…

Perfect precast concrete flooring
by Spantherm

A

n exclusive new housing
development in
Magherafelt is benefitting
from the energy efficient by
design credentials of Spantherm.
The Farm Lodge development
will encompass 70 new homes
and will be completed in 2019
by main contractor, McAllister
Builders.
Spantherm is an insulated,
precast concrete flooring
system designed specifically
for residential and commercial
ground floors. The composite
slab combines structural concrete
and high performance expanded
polystyrene insulation to provide
a structural floor that minimises
cold bridging and maximises
thermal performance. Spantherm
Plus and Graphite are also
available for improved thermal

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

performance.
The composite slab combines
structural concrete and high
performance Expanded
Polystyrene (EPS) insulation to
provide a superior thermal floor.
This structural flooring system
is mechanically placed, using
lorry mounted cranes to improve
health and safety on-site, reducing
labour, waste, risks and cost. The
floor is installed quickly and is
thermally efficient and affordable.
With a general skills shortage
on-site and the increasing burden
of health and safety legislation,
house builders are increasingly
receptive to a system like
Spantherm which radically reduces
the amount of on-site labour
required to fit flooring and the
associated reduction in handling
and vehicle movements.

FOLLOW US ON:

“Spantherm
reduces
on-site
construction
time, labour
and waste
allowing us
to speed up
our build
times which
is exactly
what every
builder
wants.”

Director of McAlister Builders,
Trevor McAlister, commented,
“This was a no brainer for us.
Spantherm reduces on-site
construction time, labour and
waste allowing us to speed up
our build times which is exactly
what every builder wants.”
For more information on
Spantherm, contact Creagh
Concrete on 028 7965
0500, e-mail spantherm@
creaghconcrete.com or visit
www.creaghconcrete.co.uk/
spantherm.html

PROJECT DETAILS…
Project: Farm Lodge,
Magherafelt, N. Ireland
Client: McAllister Builders
Location: Magherafelt
Product: Spantherm Flooring
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MANUFACTURER - KILBRONEY TIMBER FRAME

A complete package from
Kilbroney Timber Frame

W

ith over 30 years’
experience in the
Construction sector,
Kilbroney Timber Frame can
provide a complete service from
design through to installation.
The major advantages of
timber frame construction are
its speed of erection, excellent
thermal efficiency, sound
performance and, of course, its
considerable advantages over
traditional building methods
where environmental issues are
concerned.
Either choose from Kilbroney’s
own comprehensive range of
house styles from the company’s
portfolio, or alternatively, the
Kilbroney Timber Frame team is

happy to manufacture and supply
a kit to your own architectural
design. For example, with the
bungalow pictured (top right)
you can have the timber frame kit
supplied and erected, with all the
insulation and the plasterboard,
and the windows and external
doors supplied and fitted for
under £35,000!
Whether you are an architect,
contractor or are embarking on
a self-build project, Kilbroney
Timber Frame can offer the right
solution for your needs.
For more information on
Kilbroney Timber Frame,
telephone 028 4173 9077
or e-mail
info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

“Kilbroney Timber Frame can
provide a complete service from
design through to installation.”

design, plan, build
Kilbroney Timberframe Ltd, Valley Business Park, 48 Newtown Road, Rostrevor, Co. Down, BT34 3BZ.
T: 028 4173 9077 - E: info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

46 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

BUILDING MATERIALS

MANUFACTURER - KEYSTONE LINTELS

“Brick Slip Feature
Lintels are customised
to the unique size,
shape and aesthetic
requirements of
the project.”

Bespoke Brick Features with offsite quality
PROPERTIES WITH CHARACTER SELL FASTER AND FOR MORE MONEY, BUT WITH A
DIMINISHING POOL OF SKILLED WORKERS, HOW CAN BUILDERS BUILD DISTINCTIVE
HOUSES EFFICIENTLY?

T

urning distinctive designs into
character homes often requires
skilled bricklayers who are in
short supply on today’s building sites,
particularly as we’re in a growing
national skills shortage. So, what’s the
answer?
A compelling solution from Keystone
Lintels is the offsite manufacture
of Brick Slip Feature Lintels that
are delivered ready to install with
ready-applied brick slips that blend
seamlessly into the building.
The benefits of Brick Slip Feature
Lintels include:
• Aesthetics: Supporting steel or
timber is completely hidden. Brick
slips can be laid in any pattern, and
lintels, soffits and arches can be
created in any shape or depth. The
brick slips are cut from bricks being
used onsite, so they blend seamlessly
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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into the traditionally laid brickwork.
• Quality control: Offsite manufacture
allows for strict controls ensuring a
superior, quality installed product
which is difficult to achieve on a
working site in all weathers.
• Speed of build: The supporting
steel is lightweight and easy to
install, and there’s no waiting around
for specialist bricklayers, enabling
contractors to achieve detailed brick
features quickly and efficiently – on
time without disruption.
• Health and safety: No brick cutting
is required onsite and lightweight,
one-piece features can be lifted into
place without mechanical equipment.
• Technical support: Keystone
provides specialist support for
architects and contractors to ensure
their vision is achieved using the most
appropriate products in the correct
dimensions and designs.

LIMITLESS DESIGN
Pre-fabricated Brick Slip Feature
Lintels use steel structural elements
to which brick slips are securely
bonded so the size, shape or detail
of the features are only limited by the
imagination of the architect/designer.
Manufactured bespoke to order, Brick
Slip Feature Lintels are customised to
the unique size, shape and aesthetic
requirements of the project. Some
of the options include bullseyes,
parabolic arches, gothic arches, apex,
segmental arch and semi-circular. In
fact, any shape you can think of can
be created using a steel frame, onto
which brick slips are bonded in the
design specified by the architect or
contractor.
For more information, contact
Keystone’s technical team on
028 867 62184.
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ASSOCIATION - MPANI

MEMBERS ENDORSE NAME CHANGE TO BECOME THE MINERALS PRODUCTS
ASSOCIATION…

QPA Northern Ireland changes name
to MPA Northern Ireland

Q

uarry Products Association
Northern Ireland (QPANI),
which was formed in 1998,
has taken the decision to change its
name to Mineral Products Association
Northern Ireland (MPANI).
QPANI is the trade association for the
mineral products sector in Northern
Ireland with 87 members employing
just over 5,000 people and contributing
almost £700million to the Northern
Ireland economy. It has been an
affiliate of MPA since 2009 and now,
after a full consultation process, the
members of the association have given
unanimous support and endorsement
to rebrand to MPANI.
Gordon Best, Director of QPANI, said,
“Our move from QPANI to MPANI
was endorsed by our members as
they believe the time is right to take
this important step. The reference to
minerals in our new title recognises
the fact that our membership base is
wide and varied across our industry
in Northern Ireland, representing the
extraction and processing of hard rock,
sand, salt, lime and chalk into products
that support and sustain our quality of
life.
“Importantly, we are also recognised
48 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

by Government, both locally and
centrally, as a minerals sector. We
have an excellent working relationship
with MPA, and indeed all MPA regions
across the UK, and with our colleagues
in the Irish Mining and Quarries Society
(IMQS) in the Republic of Ireland.”
Nigel Jackson, CEO MPA, added,
“QPANI has been a valued and
important member of both QPA and
latterly MPA ensuring that our work is
genuinely national taking account of
issues across the UK.
“QPANI makes an important
contribution to our policy thinking
and are a professional and energetic
association in their own right. We are
absolutely delighted that they have
decided to adopt the MPA name which
will strengthen the important ties
between our two organisations.”
The Mineral Products Association
(MPA) is the trade association for the
aggregates, asphalt, cement, concrete,
dimension stone, lime, mortar and
silica sand industries. With the
affiliation of British Precast, the British
Association of Reinforcement (BAR),
Eurobitume, QPA Northern Ireland,
MPA Scotland and the British Calcium
Carbonate Federation, it has a growing

membership of 500 companies and is
the sectoral voice for mineral products.
MPA membership is made up of the
vast majority of independent SME
quarrying companies throughout the
UK, as well as the 9 major international
and global companies. It covers 100%
of UK cement production, 90% of GB
aggregates production, 95% of asphalt
and over 70% of ready-mixed concrete
and precast concrete production.
Each year the industry supplies around
£20billion worth of materials and
services to the economy and is the
largest supplier to the construction
industry, which had annual output
valued at £152 billion in 2016. Industry
production represents the largest
materials flow in the UK economy and
is also one of the largest manufacturing
sectors.

For more information on the MPANI,
contact Gordon Best, Regional
Director MPANI on 02890824078 or
mobile 07876136929, e-mail info@
mpani.org or visit www.mpani.org
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BUILDING MATERIALS

MANUFACTURER - ECOCEM

MINIMISING ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT WHILE MAXIMISING TECHNICAL PERFORMANCE
WITH THIS AWARD-WINNING PRODUCT...

Ecocem - the ‘Next Generation Cement’

E

cocem’s 25kg bagged ‘Next
Generation Cement’ is technically
advanced, and proven to produce
concrete which is stronger and longer
lasting than that made using only
traditional ordinary portland cement.
But what is ‘Next Generation
Cement’? Distributed throughout
Ireland, Ecocem’s ‘Next Generation
Cement’ is an award-winning cement
and the best available technology
for minimising the environmental
impact of concrete, whilst maximising
its technical performance. Ecocem
cement produces a concrete which has
a whiter, smoother finish. It maintains
longer open times, greater workability
and requires fewer admixtures.
Ecocem’s bagged cement is ideal for

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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applications such as concrete, mortars,
screed and renders. Ecocem’s cement is
fully certified for use within the cement
standards and commonly used in the
farming, commercial and residential
sectors. As a result of all these benefits,
the numbers of plasterers, bricklayers,
paving contractors, ground workers and
flooring specialists using Ecocem 25Kg
bags continues to rise considerably.
For more information on Ecocem,
telephone 00353 (0)1 678 1800,
e-mail info@ecocem.ie or visit
www.ecocem.ie

“Using Ecocem cement
produces a stronger and
longer lasting concrete.”
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McDONALD’S DRIVE-THRU, THE JUNCTION

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR
KILLOWEN CONTRACTS HAS DELIVERED A MODERN, HIGH-END
OUTLET FOR McDONALD’S IN ANTRIM...

I

t’s not every day you get the
opportunity to build a drivethru for McDonald’s. Located
at The Junction, a popular
retail park in Antrim, the new
drive-thru was built by Killowen
Contracts in a package that
included the construction of
the outer shell building and all
associated specialist cladding
and services.
All civil works incorporating hard
and soft external landscaping,
signage, lighting and drainage
were also included.

Completed in November 2018
the new 24-hour, dual lane drivethru, which is the 30th outlet in
Northern Ireland and the first
in Antrim, has created about
100 new jobs for the region. Its
construction signalled the start of
a significant £30million expansion
of the retail park. Over 20 new
shops, cafes, restaurants and
drive-thrus have been earmarked
for the site, with work currently
ongoing. The redevelopment
and landscaping is set to make
The Junction Northern Ireland’s

largest shopping and leisure
destination.
This is the first project for
McDonald’s that Killowen
Contracts has been involved
in. A unique job to work on,
Paul McClorey and the rest of
the team were delighted to be
involved.
“Despite the challenges that
cropped up during construction,
we managed to complete the
project on time and under
budget. It was an interesting job
to work on and we look forward

“We managed to complete the project
on time and under budget.”
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to working with the client again
in the future,” said Paul.
The drive-thru is located in the
existing carpark at The Junction.
“We were also tasked with
creating a new roundabout
on the road. The road was
also slightly reconfigured
to accommodate the new
McDonald’s,” said Paul.
The contract awarded to
Killowen was extensive; drainage,
site works, steel frame, roof and
cladding. As with all McDonald’s
outlets, very specific cladding

materials were required for the
building’s exterior.
“There was quite a long
lead-in time for some of the
materials. The cladding used
on all McDonald’s stores is
very specific and we had to
comply with all specifications.
The brick slips at the bottom
of the wall came from a UK
company called Eurobrick while
the Trespa panels were supplied
by JP Corry. We installed them
ourselves on site.”
Other materials specified for the

drive-thru included Reynobond
cladding. Metal studs were placed
in between the steel frame, with
plywood then applied.
“The different finishes were then
fixed onto the plywood. This
was the process specified by the
client. A Kingspan roof was also
part of the brief; it’s a flat roof
construction inside a parapet with
all the McDonald’s plant sitting on
top of that flat roof.”
Killowen Contracts was
responsible for bringing the mains
gas supply and mains electric into
the building which consists of
three outlets.
The biggest challenge for Paul
and the team at Killowen was
coordinating all the lead-in times
for the various specialist materials
that were required for the
building’s exterior.
“It was a very tight programme
but we’re well used to that
at Killowen Contracts; most
projects have a very specific,
tight deadline. The challenge
was coordinating the lead-in
times for the specialist products
specified by the client. Thanks to
a collaborative approach by all
the teams on-site, the actual build
process ran very smoothly.”
With a representative from
McDonald’s in the UK travelling to
the site every six to eight weeks,
some changes were required
throughout the construction
period.
“That did necessitate some
changes but nothing particularly
difficult. This was a great project
to work on; it presented its
own unique set of challenges
but through a programme of
coordination and a determination
to meet the tight deadline, we
were successful. We also came in
under budget which was another
big plus!”

McDONALD’S DRIVE-THRU, THE JUNCTION
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Killowen Contracts Ltd, 35 Bridge Road, Burren, Newry, BT34 3QT
T: 028 4175 3378 - E: construction@killowencontracts.co.uk
www.killowencontracts.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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McDONALD’S DRIVE-THRU, THE JUNCTION

DEVLIN MECHANICAL
ESSENTIAL SERVICES WERE INSTALLED
INTO THE NEW MCDONALD’S DRIVETHRU BY DEVLIN MECHANICAL...

M

echanical services
specialists, Devlin
Mechanical, brought
its knowledge and expertise to
the new McDonald’s drive-thru
at The Junction in Antrim. Hugh
Scullion, Quantity Surveyor
at the company, along with
the rest of his team installed
gas and water mains services
from the adjacent site into the
building and left it ready for the
fit-out contractor to connect.
Once the gas meter box was
installed, Devlin Mechanical
connected onto it and brought
the pipework underground.
“After connection, we left the

mains water ready
to connect onto
any further units
that are developed
in the future.” An
already established
close working
relationship with
Killowen Contracts
meant the entire
process ran
smoothly. “We
were delighted
to be involved with this project.
We’ve worked with Killowen on
several other projects and we
look forward to continuing that
relationship.”

T: 028 796 50401
W: www.devlinmechanical.com

ALUMINIUM FRAMING AND GLASS
TOP QUALITY WORK FROM FORTRESS SEFA...
Fortress SEFA was responsible
for the supply and installation of
aluminium screens and glass at
the new McDonald’s Restaurant
and Drive Thru at The Junction
in Antrim.
Framing was suppled from the
Kawneer UK 451PT thermally
efficient framing system and
double-glazed with low ‘E’
energy efficient glass with
argon filled cavity for added
energy efficiency. This system,
combined with large areas of
energy efficient glass, allow
for plenty of natural lighting to
create a warm and comfortable
environment inside the
restaurant.
The use of thermally efficient
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framing systems is
becoming ever more
popular to help meet the
strict thermal requirements
of modern buildings and
Fortress SEFA is able
to achieve these using
the Kawneer system along
with the APS, Aluprof, Metal
Technology and Schuco
systems. The wide range of
systems available to Fortress
SEFA helps the company
to meet the architect’s and
ultimately the client’s needs for
any size of project.
Alongside the glazing
elements, Fortress SEFA is also
able to offer high security steel
doors, roller shutters, internal

partitions and fire curtains.
This wide product portfolio
offered by Fortress SEFA allows
the company to offer main
contractors the choice of one
sub-contractor to meet multiple
aspects of the modern building.

T: 028 9034 2655
www.fortress-sefa.com

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

AGGREGATES
TULLYRAINE QUARRIES PROVIDED ITS EXPERT SERVICES AT THE NEW
MCDONALD’S DRIVE-THRU AT THE JUNCTION, ANTRIM...

E

stablished in 1954,
Tullyraine Quarries Ltd is a
third generation family run
quarrying and civil engineering
contracting company. Having
worked on several projects with
Killowen Contracts in the past,
particularly in the health sector in
Belfast, Tullyraine Quarries was
the ideal choice when it came to
surfacing the carpark at the new
McDonald’s at The Junction in
Antrim.
At 2,000sq m, surfacing the
carpark was a substantial project
for the company. The job was
completed to an extremely high
level which made for a very
satisfied client. “McDonald’s
actually went for a different

surface than what they usually go
for on their carparks. They opted
for SMA (Stone Mastic Asphalt)
and were so happy with the end
result that they’ve decided to go
with it on future projects,” said
James McCartan at Tullyraine
Quarries. For a company well
used to working across a variety
of industries, the McDonald’s job
didn’t present Tullyraine with any
specific challenges. “As with any
project, we had to work around
various timescales and hit the
target when required but we’re
well used to that so it was no
problem. We were delighted to
work on this project and proud
of how well it has turned out.”
Based at its Banbridge

quarry, Tullyraine Quarries
extracts aggregates for the
production of high PSV crushed
aggregates. James McCartan
and the rest of the team at
the company also produce
bituminous materials from
two batching plants, which
are available to both public
and private sector clients, in
addition to the company’s own
civil engineering production
and waste disposal practices.

McDONALD’S DRIVE-THRU, THE JUNCTION
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“The job was completed
to an extremely high level
which made for a very
satisfied client.”

Tullyraine Quarries, 122 Dromore Road, Banbridge,
Co. Down, BT32 4EG
www.tullyrainequarries.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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McDONALD’S DRIVE-THRU, THE JUNCTION

BUILDERS’ MERCHANT
JP Corry supplied the
new McDonald’s drivethru at The Junction in
Antrim with high quality,
tried and trusted Trespa
cladding.
“This was a big project
for us; we also supplied
the cladding pre-cut to
specific sizes to suit the
building,” said Chris Mc
Comb, Specialist Sales
Manager at JP Corry.
The team has worked
with Killowen Contracts
on other jobs and thanks to that close relationship,
the project ran smoothly. Deliveries were made to
site as and when they were needed, allowing the
project to meet its tight deadline.

T: 028 9024 3661
W: www.jpcorry.com

PAVING

GH Paving provided its specialist services to the
new McDonald’s Drive-Thru at The Junction in
Antrim. A local family-run business, GH Paving
was selected for the project thanks to its extensive
experience and dedication to ensuring the highest
quality finish. The company offers a professional and
hassle free service including paving, kerbing, stone
cladding and landscaping services. Gary Hammond
and the rest of the team at GH Paving have worked
on a variety of projects across Northern Ireland and
are known for their excellent workmanship.

T: 07933 670576

STRUCTURAL STEEL

IMPRINTED CONCRETE

With over 30 years’ experience across a range of
projects throughout Ireland, O’Hare Steel was the
perfect choice when it came to the steel element
of the new McDonald’s drive-thru. The company
was tasked with the supply and fit of structural
steel and cold rolled products at the drive-thru
at The Junction. The supply and fit of the canopy
frame completed the package. A collaborative
approach amongst all teams on site and a
dedication to delivering the highest quality project
allowed O’Hare Steel to complete yet another top
quality job.
T: 028 3085 1637
www.oharesteel.com

Concrete Impressions
provided its bespoke
specialist services at
the new McDonald’s
drive-thru.
“The colours that we
use are the only ones
on the market that are
guaranteed to BSIF
standard; they never
colour fade,” said
Jerome Mallon, Concrete Impressions.
The job included placing the concrete, setting the
ironwork, applying the colour hardener and then
printing it.
“There are very few companies in Ireland offering
this service. We actually worked on the very first
McDonald’s in Northern Ireland 40 years ago, along
with the first in the Republic of Ireland.”

T: 028 3753 8567
www.concreteimpressionsireland.com
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BUILDING INFORMATION MODELLING

LAUNCH FOLLOWS RESULTS OF A SURVEY THAT CALLS FOR GREATER AWARENESS OF
BUILDING INFORMATIONAL MODELLING…

New international standards on BIM

A

s UK professionals call for
increased awareness of Building
Information Modelling (BIM)
methods to help the UK compete on
the European and global stage, the BSI
has published two new international
standards.
The business standards company
has released BS EN ISO 19650-1 and
BS EN ISO 196502, which provide
recommendations
for the organisation
of information about
construction works using
Building Information
Modelling (BIM). These
two international
standards, the first of
the 19650 series, will
supersede BS 1192
(principles) and PAS
1192-2 (capital/delivery
phase).
Part 1, deals with the
concepts and principles applicable
to the whole life-cycle of a built asset
from strategic planning and design,
through maintenance and repair to
end-of-life. The concepts and principles
explained in this document should be
adapted to the scale and complexity
of the asset or project, to address the
cost of implementing this standard.
This includes a National Foreword

explaining terminology to assist the UK
built environment sector.
Part 2 specifies requirements for
information management, in the form
of a management process, within
the context of the delivery phase
of the assets and the exchanges of
information within it, when using
BIM. The standard can be applied
to all types of assets and
by all types and sizes of
organizations regardless of
their chosen procurement
strategy. It contains a
National Annex to align the
ISO standard’s requirements
with our national approach
to BIM Level 2.
The audience for these
standards covers those
involved in the procurement,
design, construction and/
or commissioning of
built assets; and those
involved in delivering asset
management activities, including
operations and maintenance.
Ant Burd, Head of Built Environment at
BSI, said, “The UK has led the way in
developing information management
process standards in support of
Building Information Modelling (BIM)
and these new international standards
form part of our approach to share our
experience and knowledge globally.

“The UK has
led the way
in developing
information
management
process standards
in support
of Building
Information
Modelling (BIM).”

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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“If we are to assist with the digital
transformation of the global built
environment sector then we need to
develop internationally agreed best
practice approaches. The BS EN ISO
19650 series is in effect the start of
this journey and will assist the sector in
improving its information management
and collaboration on projects - both
national and international - ultimately
culminating in better quality assets that
are delivered more cost effectively.”
The launch of the new standards follow
the results of a survey that revealed
the challenges preventing widespread
adoption of BIM.
Over 70% of the construction industry
professionals surveyed by BSI believe
that BIM will put UK industry on a better
footing to compete internationally
and will improve the UK construction
industry overall. Respondents see
improvements in design quality,
communication and cost control as the
biggest benefits that BIM can deliver.
However, 40% of the respondents feel
that BIM will not live up to expectations
unless it can be fully implemented across
the industry. Nearly three quarters
believe that an industry-wide awareness
campaign is necessary to overcome the
challenges associated with BIM adoption
(69%).
To learn more, visit
www.bsigroup.com
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LEAD

Leadax - the new generation
of lead alternatives

RECEIVE A
FREE SAMPLE
Just e-mail
your details to
info@leadax.ie

LEADAX IS THE FIRST LEAD ALTERNATIVE IN THE WORLD WITH
THE SAME LOOK AND FEEL AS TRADITIONAL LEAD…

W

hile Leadax, the new
lead, is a relatively young
product, it is already
available in 10 countries and being
well received by building contractors
and roofers alike.
A new generation of lead alternatives
which are not only easier to use but
also easier on your pocket, Leadax
is used on everything from cavity
walls to chimneys in exactly the same
way as lead - without compromise.
In addition, Leadax is not harmful to
your health or the environment.

EASY TO USE
Leadax has the same natural look
as traditional sheet lead. However,
it leaves no staining on roof tiles or
masonry and has a life expectancy of
at least 20 years. Leadax is available
in longer strips, so you can seal larger
areas with less overlap, saving you
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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materials and time. Leadax is lighter
than lead and therefore easier to use.

SIZE MATTERS
We all know size matters, so IKO
has developed different roll sizes of
Leadax.
Leadax is available in lead grey
(standard), black and roof tile red in
roll widths between 15 and 100cm,
and roll lengths of 6 metres. Leadax is
also easy to apply. However, it is even
easier if you use Leadax accessories
such as the roller or scissors. It’s also
true that Leadax is 3.85kg per square
metre and thus 75% lighter than 18
pounds or code 4 lead.

STRIKING RESULTS
The ambition and the goal was always
there, but now there is scientific proof;
Leadax is proven to do less harm to
people and the environment than the

heavy metal that has been used for
decades.
Leadax shows a 54% reduction in
shadow costs on environmental
tax, compared to lead flashing. This
is according to research from an
official sustainability institute in a
comprehensive LCA-research.
Leadax is available nationwide at the
professional building merchants.
For more information, contact IKO
on 00353 (0)188 55 090, e-mail
info@leadax.ie or visit www.iko.ie

EXAMPLES OF LEADAX
APPLICATIONS INCLUDE:
• Masonry walls
• Cavity walls
• Chimney flashings
• Valleys
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DOWN LEISURE CENTRE, DOWNPATRICK

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR
FROM THE GROUND UP, THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
OF THE NEW DOWN LEISURE CENTRE OFFERED FELIX
O’HARE & CO A WIDE RANGE OF CHALLENGES…

F

elix O’Hare & Co Ltd has
built an enviable reputation
for reliability and forwardthinking, and the new Down
Leisure Centre in Downpatrick
tested these credentials to the
limit.
The £15.5m facility for Newry,
Mourne and Down District Council
is a state-of-the-art centre.
Facilities in the flagship centre
include an 85-station Wellness
Technogym with cutting-edge
technology, luxury Vitality Health
Suite, a spin studio, and a fourcourt sports hall alongside a sixlane swimming pool and learner
pool with moveable floor, which
can be adjusted for different ages
and abilities.
It replaces the existing Down
Leisure Centre which is on an
adjacent site and is currently

being demolished by Felix O’Hare
to be replaced with additional car
parking for the new centre.
Keeping the existing centre open
was just the first of the many
challenges that Felix O’Hare
faced throughout this challenging
construction.
“At every stage of this project
we had unique challenges to
overcome, but we are delighted
with how the completed Down
Leisure Centre reflects our ability
to create a modern, vibrant
and well-used facility for local
people,” explained Paul Maginn,
Contracts Manager at Felix
O’Hare.
The first hurdle was overcome
by creating a temporary road
and walkways that ensured the
general public could safely access
the existing facilities without

impacting on the construction
work.
The next challenge was the
foundations, which proved one
of a number of unique firsts on
the project.
“The ground conditions
were exceptionally poor,”
explained Paul. “We had to
monitor contamination levels
throughout the project but,
more significantly, we had to
work closely with a geotechnical
engineer just to be able to build
on it safely.”

STABILISED
It took two months for the
ground to be stabilised, with a
machine pumping and rotating
cement mix into the soil followed
by the concrete-encased piles set
between 30-35m deep.

“At every stage of this project we had
unique challenges to overcome.”
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PROJECT TEAM…
Client: Newry, Mourne and Down District Council
Main contractor: Felix O’Hare & Co
Architect: Kennedy Fitzgerald Architects LLP
Electrical contractor: JD McGeown
Mechanical contractor: Gilmore Engineering
“This type of stabilisation is
generally used for railway
tracks going over poor ground
conditions, and we believe we
are one of the first to use it for
a building in Ireland,” added
Paul. “The cement mix was the
first stage but we also had to
avoid undoing all this work when
installing the concrete piles. In
order to achieve this, bore holes
were drilled to slot the piles into.”
Once out of the ground, the mix
of a reinforced concrete and
steel structure, which included
four staircases, required a staged
construction programme for the
main frame. The team also had
to incorporate a cantilevered
two-storey, fair-faced reinforced
concrete wall for the sports hall –
another unique aspect on the job
that, along with the concrete and

steel structure, required a focus
on precise engineering.
High levels of precision were also
required when putting in place
the 11 W3 beams for the ceiling
that spanned 18m across the roof
of the main pool and also act as
the main floor support for the
fitness suite above . These huge
precast beams were manufactured
in Offaly and required a detailed
logistical management plan just to
get them to the site.
“The crane was critical to this
process,” said Paul. “Absolute
precision and the certainty of
right first time was paramount,
otherwise major structural and
building damage would have
been caused. The Health and
Safety management throughout
this process was vital to the
successful outcome. This all

required high levels of precision
and, thankfully, all our detailed
planning paid off.”
With the frame of the structure
in place, Felix O’Hare & Co
set about completing the wet
and dry installations as well
as completing the extensive
cladding and glazing to the
exterior.
“We brought BIM onto this
project and it proved crucial
in the end,” explained Paul.
“We have always valued the
importance of comprehensive
planning but BIM brings this to a
new level. With the high levels of
precision engineering and overall
complexity of this building, it
not only benefited us in the
construction phase but will help
in the future maintenance of this
facility.”

DOWN LEISURE CENTRE, DOWNPATRICK
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Felix O’Hare, 88 Chancellors Road, Newry, County Down, BT35 8NG
T: 028 30261 134 - E: admin@felixohare.co.uk
www.felixohare.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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DOWN LEISURE CENTRE, DOWNPATRICK
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
JD McGEOWN SHOWCASES THE COMPANY’S EXPERTISE AS AN ELECTRICAL
ENGINEERING SPECIALIST ON THIS IMPRESSIVE PROJECT…

T

eam work and coordination proved the key
for JD McGeown Ltd at
the new Down Leisure Centre in
Downpatrick.
Once again teaming up with
main contractor, Felix O’Hare,
and mechanical contractor,
Gilmore Engineering, JD
McGeown played an integral role
in this new £15.5m state-of-theart facility for Newry, Mourne
and Down District Council.
“We completed Newry Leisure
Centre for the same client with
Felix O’Hare so we already had
a good working relationship to
build on,” said David Geddis,
Senior Projects Manager at
JD McGeown Ltd. “This was
a complex project, with a lot
of different factors involved,

but thanks to the partnership
approach adopted by everyone
involved it ran smoothly.”
Down Leisure Centre includes
facilities ranging from a six-lane
swimming pool and learner pool
with moveable floor through
to an 85 station Wellness
Technogym with cutting-edge
technology and a luxury Vitality
Health Suite.
JD McGeown Ltd provided
a complete electrical
installation package for the
project, incorporating power
infrastructure, lighting and fire
and security requirements.
The lighting included PIR
controlled and emergency
lighting solutions, while the
fire and security systems
incorporated fire alarms,

disabled refuge and disabled
toilet alarms, alarms, CCTV, door
access systems and a pool alarm.
The team was also responsible for
the PA and induction loops in the
building.
“In addition, we also installed
all the data cabling required for
the project along with lightening
protection, along with the power
and electrical systems for the
two lifts and a number of the
mechanical installations,” added
David.
“JD McGeown has a highly
experienced team in place, and
working in partnership with
forward-thinking contractors
such as Felix O’Hare and Gilmore
Engineering makes being
involved in projects of this size a
joy.”

HEAD OFFICE: Windsor Business Park, 16/18 Lower Windsor Avenue, Belfast BT9 7DW
T: 028 9068 1176. LONDONDERRY OFFICE: Unit 8, Lynwood Business Centre, Campsie
Industrial Estate, Londonderry BT47 3XX T: 028 7181 2185. DUBLIN OFFICE: MMUH Hostel
Building, Eccles Street, Dublin 7 T: 00353(0)1691 7431. E: info@jdmcg.co.uk - www.jdmcg.co.uk
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ALUMINIUM SYSTEMS
McMULLAN O’DONNELL MEET THE CHALLENGE WITH HIGH QUALITY
SOLUTIONS…

M

cMullan O’Donnell
provided a complete
external glazing
solution for the impressive Down
Leisure Centre in addition to the
aluminium curtain walling and
doors for the project.
The company is actively involved
in commercial work across the
UK and Ireland and Down Leisure
Centre is the latest in a growing

list of notable projects.
“We worked on Newry Leisure
Centre with Felix O’Hare & Co
Ltd so we already had a strong
working relationship with the main
contractor,” explained Michael
McMullan, Head Estimator. “Down
Leisure Centre offered us a few
challenges, but we were able
to overcome these and we’re
delighted at the final outcome.”
Michael added, “Sections of the
curtain walling had to be silicon
sealed while the Okalux glass
around the swimming pool was
sourced from Germany, so this
offered us some challenges.
However, we pride ourselves
on our ability to meet these
challenges and that is why we

have been more and more
successful in the commercial
sector.”
The company’s product range
includes a range of PVCu
windows and doors for the
domestic/residential sector whilst
also offering an extensive range
of aluminium systems for the
commercial sector.
McMullan O’Donnell delivers
cost-effective and tailored
solutions, striving to provide
excellence in performance,
security, long life, reliability
and low maintenance. In the
commercial sector, this has
included successful projects in
the leisure, education, office and
retail sectors.
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McMullan O’Donnell Ltd, 101 Drumflugh Road, Benburb, Co.Tyrone,
BT71 7LF. T: 028 3754 8791 E: info@mcmullanodonnell.com
www.mcmullanodonnell.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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ROOFING CONTRACTOR

INTERNAL GLAZING

Tandragee Roofing
has built up a
strong reputation
for reliability on
commercial projects,
as demonstrated with
the company’s latest
work at Down Leisure Centre. Working closely
with the main contractor, Felix O’Hare & Co Ltd,
the talented team delivered a complete roofing
package for this impressive new facility.
Tandragee Roofing fits a full range of roofing
systems and offers a wide choice of services, from
new build, roof repair and maintenance to hot melt
systems, tanking systems, liquid plastic flooring
and complete asphalt works. The company is an
approved installer of high-performance roofing
systems Decra, Green Roof Systems, Icopal, IKO
roofing products, Firestone, Bauder, Moy, Kingspan

Through Felix O’Hare
& Co, Nu Screen
Limited was pleased
to be associated with
the design of the
new Down Leisure
Centre by supplying
and installing the
internal glazing to the
hardwood screens
and also by supplying
and installing the
mirrors. This is part
of the comprehensive
glazing solutions available from Nu Screen. In
addition to plant, vehicle and agricultural glass,
the company offers structural glass for internal
and external applications such as room dividers,
corridors, balconies and staircases.

products and Sika Liquid Roofing.

T: 028 3884 0576
www.tandrageeroofing.co.uk

T: 028 9756 3331 or 0797 1469 126
www.nuscreenglass.co.uk

POOL FILTRATION

CONSTRUCTION JOINTS

Oak CWE Ltd
was appointed
to design,
supply and
install the
swimming
pools and
vitality pool
filtration and
treatment
installations at
Down Leisure Centre.
The company also carried out the installation
of the steam room, sauna and heated loungers.
In the Learner and Vitality pools, Oak CWE was
responsible for the water features. Oak CWE
is delighted to have been involved with this
prestigious project and wishes the Council every
success in the future.

T: 028 9085 4167
www.oak-pools.co.uk
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Construction Joints Ltd completed concrete
repairs to the columns in the main swimming
pool at Down Leisure Centre. With over 40 years’
experience, the company has become the first
choice for specialist services such as concrete
cutting, coring, crack stitching, waterproofing,
jointing and concrete repairs to flooring, facades
and much more. Working with the building and civil
engineering industry across the UK and
Ireland, the company bring solutions to
both the business and private sector.
T: 02890 779 022
www.constructionjoints.co.uk
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GILMORE ENGINEERING SERVICES
COMPLETE ONE OF THE COMPANY’S
LARGEST EVER PROJECTS…

T

he partnership approach
of Gilmore Engineering
Services Ltd helped to
ensure the Down Leisure Centre
project remained right on track.
While this was one of the
largest projects completed by
the company, the experienced
team played an integral part
in the successful planning and
installation of the mechanical
systems at this state-of-the-art
leisure centre.
“Co-ordination proved the
biggest challenge on this
project, but we worked
closely with main contractor,
Felix O’Hare, and electrical
contractor. JD McGeown Ltd

to put the necessary
planning in place. As
this was the first gas
project in Downpatrick,
we also worked closely with
Phoenix Natural Gas on the coordination of the gas supplies to
the site.”
A key element of this
preparation work was the
implementation of Building
Information Modelling (BIM).
“BIM is essential on projects
of this nature and I’d say we
were able to iron out about
95% of potential issues using
this technology,” added Andy.
“That makes a significant
difference when you start work

on site and are up against a strict
timescale.”
The mechanical services installed
by Gilmore Engineering Services
ranged from the gas-fired central
heating, chilled water system,
supply and extract solutions,
rainwater harvesting, pool
filtration and the sanitary ware
package.

T: 028 4355 1007
www.gilmore-eng.com

SIGNAGE
TAILORED SIGNAGE SOLUTIONS THAT
ARE BEYOND BRILLIANT…

B

eyond Signage completed
the full internal and
external signage package
for the fantastic new Down
Leisure Centre in Downpatrick.
The external signage package
consisted of 2m-high, built-up
bronze-anodised aluminium
lettering with LED face
illumination along with a
fabricated and illuminated totem
sign to welcome visitors to the
centre.
Internally, Beyond Signage
manufactured and installed
beautiful bespoke bronzeanodised directional panels with
laser-cut opal acrylic lettering
and all braille and tactile

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

door names and
wayfinding signage.
All the signage was
totally manufactured
in house by the
company’s skilled team
of metal fabricators and
is designed in such a way
as to complement the
excellent finish achieved
by the main contractor.
Operating from 8000sqft
of manufacturing space,
Beyond Signage is one
of Ireland’s most diverse sign
manufacturers and installers,
offering a complete service
that includes consultation,
manufacturing and installation.

FOLLOW US ON:

DOWN LEISURE CENTRE, DOWNPATRICK

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

T: 028 9336 2651
www.beyond-signage.com
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CIVILS

WREKIN RANGE OF ACCESS COVERS, GULLY GRATES AND GEOSYNTHETICS IS AVAILABLE
FROM MACBLAIR CIVILS…

Intelligent products for civil engineering

T

he full range from Wrekin
Products is available throughout
the MacBlair branch network,
including market-leading manhole
covers, gully gates and geosynthetics.
Wrekin is a leading UK designer,
manufacturer and supplier of specialist
products for the civil engineering
industry, and the company’s complete
product range is available from
MacBlair Civils.
As one of the UK’s leading suppliers
of ductile iron access covers and
gully grates, customers can avail of
30 years of technical expertise and
leadership at Wrekin that have allowed
the company to develop a range
of unique, innovative and patented
products that give the specifier and
contractor significant benefits. The
Wrekin product range includes:

this in mind, Wrekin has developed
products that incorporate features
that help eliminate these failure
mechanisms, thus minimising safety
issues and optimising installed life cost.
The range includes pressed steel for
domestic use, fabricated products for
commercial and industrial use right
the way through to highly specialised
bespoke access systems for utilities.

• Access covers - Access covers
can be safety critical. In certain
circumstances, failure or misuse could
lead to injury or loss of life. With

• Geosynthetics - Wrekin is one
of the UK’s premier suppliers of
Geosynthetics for civil engineering.
The company’s range of geosynthetic

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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• Gully grates - A comprehensive
range of gully grates spans from the
innovative Multigrate, designed for
fast and cost-effective replacement of
stolen grates, to fully featured grates
that prevent theft in the first place.
Double and single-hinged designs of
various loadings are available as well
as a range suitable for cycle paths and
shopping centres.

solutions for ground stabilisation,
reinforcement, erosion control,
drainage, environmental protection,
grass protection and weed suppression
is ever-expanding, providing specifiers
and contractors with a variety of choice
matched by high quality.
The Wrekin product range is part of
an array of products available from
MacBlair Civils, including environmental
protection, line and building drainage,
waterproofing, all types of castings
and manholes, water treatment tanks,
separators, rainwater systems, rainwater
harvesting, and street furniture.
Both large schemes and smaller works
are catered for, with technical advice
available from the knowledgeable team
at MacBlair Civils.
For more information,
telephone 028 9055 1390,
e-mail ask.@macblaircivils.com or
visit www.macblair.com.
Alternatively, call into any MacBlair
branch in Northern Ireland.
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FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS

PLENTY OF POSITIVES, ACCORDING TO THE LATEST FMB NI RESEARCH, BUT SERIOUS
CONCERNS REMAIN…

Northern Ireland builders are thriving

T

he pace of growth among NI
construction SMEs quickened
in Q4 2018 compared with
the previous quarter despite political
uncertainty and severe skills shortages,
according to the latest Federation of
Master Builders (FMB) Northern Ireland
State of Trade Survey.
Despite this, there are serious concerns
about the increasing problems facing
small building firms, including:
• 42% of builders have detected signs
of a weakening housing market;
• One in five construction SMEs have
had projects stalled in the past 		
three months due to delays to 		
loans, or loan refusals, from 		
the banks;
• Carpenters overtake bricklayers 		
as the trade in shortest supply with
nearly two-thirds (64%) of 		
construction SMEs struggling to 		
hire carpenters and joiners and 61%
struggling to hire bricklayers;
• Looking ahead, fewer construction
SMEs predict rising workloads 		
over the next six months, with 		
33% of businesses anticipating 		
higher workloads, down from 36%
three months earlier;
• 87% of builders anticipate that 		
material prices will rise further in the
next six months, slightly up from
86% in Q3 2018;
• Two-thirds (66%) of construction
SMEs expect wages and salaries to
increase over the next six months,
up from 58% in the previous 		
quarter.
Gavin McGuire, Director of FMB NI,
said, “The latest survey results show
that the NI construction industry is

in excellent health. NI was the only
home nation to experience activity
increasing at a faster rate in the last
three months of 2018, than in Q3 2018
and is therefore challenging the trend
of slowing growth seen in other parts
of the UK.
“These results are particularly
impressive, and perhaps even
surprising, given the political
uncertainty NI firms are contending
with both at home, and across the
Irish Sea in Westminster. “Alongside
this, firms are also contending with the
growing political uncertainty at a UK
level. Brexit-day is now supposedly just
two months away, and we are still very
much in the dark about what outcome
we can expect. NI’s construction firm
should therefore be congratulated on
their resilience successfully navigating
such a sizeable barrier.”
Gavin continued, “Another key issue
that NI firms are contending with is the
growing skills shortages that continue

to thwart many growth ambitions.
There are rising shortages of key
trades like carpenters and joiners, and
bricklayers are consistently difficult to
recruit. Already, every week, planes
are full of NI’s construction workers
who are leaving Belfast on Monday
and coming back on Friday, tempted
away by the prospect of higher
wages. London is heavily reliant on
EU workers and, if post-Brexit, the
capital is unable to freely employ
these workers, wages will increase
and the skills drain in NI will further
worsen. If this happens, who will build
the homes and infrastructure projects
in NI?
“It is therefore equally important for
construction firms across the UK that
Westminster rethinks the Immigration
White Paper and delivers a responsive
and flexible immigration system to
replace the free movement of people.
Anything less will surely dampen the
growth so far enjoyed in NI.”

Federation of Master Builders, Unit 10, Kilbegs Business Centre, Plasketts Close, Antrim, BT41 4LY
Tel: 028 9446 0416 - e-mail reception@fmb.org.uk
www.fmb.org.uk - www.findabuilder.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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COMPANY NEWS

LEADING M&E CONTRACTOR MARKS FOUR DECADES IN BUSINESS BY RAISING OVER
£40,000 IN SUPPORT OF FOUR DIFFERENT CHARITIES…

Dowds Group exceeds
40 for Forty target

D

owds Group reached the
company’s 40th year in business
in 2018 and, to celebrate this
milestone, the team aimed to raise
£40,000 to distribute across four
different charities. Dowds not only
reached the target, but the company
exceeded it. With donations still
coming in Dowds is sure to hit £60,000!
The four charities selected by Dowds
staff for the company’s ’40 for Forty’
campaign are the Electrical Industries
Charity, Macmillan Cancer Support,
AWARE NI and The Boom Foundation,
each with a meaningful decision behind
why they were chosen.
EIC supports the electrical industry with
well-being solutions to transform and
rebuild the lives of people by offering
support programmes for apprentices,
68 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

employees and their families and
pensioner support. This is a charity that
is held close to Dowds’ hearts, especially
after the support it provided for the
family of a former Dowds employee who
sadly passed in 2014.
Macmillan has millions of supporters,
professionals, volunteers and
campaigners who give support, energy
and inspiration back to individuals and
families of those who have battled
cancer. With support services throughout
the UK, including centres close to
Dowds’ three offices in Ballymoney,
Belfast and London, so many people
have experienced in some way the help
Macmillan can provide. Due to this,
Dowds wanted to take opportunity to
give a little back for the help they have
provided to so many of us.

Dowds Group has worked with
AWARE for a number of years,
availing of advice and guidance in
the prevention and treatment of
mental ill-health. It is an unfortunate
fact that the construction industry
suffers a higher incidence of mental
illness than any other industry in the
UK. As well as providing support
services, AWARE delivers mental
health and well-being programmes
into communities, schools, colleges,
universities and workplaces, such as
Dowds.
Finally, The Boom Foundation is the
only charity in NI supporting patients
with Sarcoma. 50% of the charity’s
money goes towards Sarcoma UK
research and the other 50% goes
directly to benefiting the patients.

FOLLOW US ON:
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James and Roisin Dowds, Bernie and Hector Dowds, Louise and
Niall Dowds.

All the work of The Boom Foundation
is voluntary with no overheads. Dowds
staff member, Carolyn McKiernan,
experienced first-hand the support
and help Boom offers which is why
Dowds Group wanted to take this
opportunity to give back to Boom.
With the four charities selected,
Dowds Group planned and held a
number of events which took place
throughout the year. The 40 for Forty
campaign got off to a successful start
in December 2017 with a Christmas at
the Races event with Malone Lighting
as the main sponsor of the event at
the Elk, Toomebridge.
Following on in April, a fun-filled
Family Fun Day was held at Joey
Dunlop Centre, Ballymoney with
Unitrunk Cable Trunking Systems
as main sponsor. After months of
dedicated training, Dowds Director,
Brian Cunning, conquered his Everest
Base Camp Trek reaching Base Camp
after 9 long, hard days of trekking! In
the same month, a number of Dowds
staff bravely tackled Run Mucker Run
and the Belfast Marathon in May.
Dowds then started the summer with
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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a superb Golf Day tournament on
what was one of the hottest days of
the year in June. Whitecroft Lighting
was the main sponsor of the event
and along with 30 ‘Four Ball’ teams
and different sponsors at each hole,
the event was a great success. In
July, Director Bryan Armstrong
completed an epic mountain biking
challenge ‘The Crossing’, taking on
200 miles over 3 intense days.
Dowds recently held the finale event,
The Gala, on Friday, October 19 at
Galgorm Resort & Spa that rounded
off this magnificent campaign – turn
to page 22 for full details of this
event.
James Dowds, Managing Director,
Dowds Group, said, “We are
overwhelmed by the generosity that
everyone has shown in backing our
40 for Forty campaign. So to our own

staff, the local communities we work in
and to the wider construction industry,
we want to say a huge thank you for
everyone’s support.
“As well as raising money for these
four important charities, this year has
has been an opportunity to look back
and recognise the hard work and
dedication of all our employees, past
and present, over the last 40 years
and we are all looking forward to a
successful future.”

Dowds Group, Head Office,
2-4 Milltown Road, Ballymoney,
Co. Antrim, BT53 6LE
T: 028 2766 2789
E: info@dowdsgroup.com
www.dowdsgroup.com

“EIC supports the electrical industry with well-being
solutions to transform and rebuild the lives of people
by offering support programmes for apprentices,
employees and their families and pensioner support.”
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OMAGH INTEGRATED PRIMARY SCHOOL

MAIN CONTRACTOR
A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH BY
WOODVALE CONSTRUCTION HAS
HELPED DELIVER A TOP QUALITY
PRIMARY SCHOOL FOR OMAGH…

F

ully operational since
September 2018, Omagh
Integrated Primary School
is another worthy addition
to Woodvale Construction
Company Ltd’s impressive
portfolio.
The single-storey, 14-classroom
school is bright, welcoming and
modern, featuring all the mod
cons required in today’s digital
age.
Omagh Integrated Primary
School was built on a new
greenfield site right beside
Drumragh Integrated College,
which Woodvale also built. The
new school acts as a feeder into
the College.
“Essentially, we were tasked
with providing a campus of
integrated education. We were
the main contractors on the
project and so were responsible

for the entire build package, from
excavation to final handover,”
said Paul McGread MCIOB,
Contract Manager at Woodvale
Construction.
The most challenging aspect
of the job presented itself
immediately – a massive spoil had
to be removed before any work
could begin.
“Over 100,000 cubic metres had
to be removed. It was a mammoth
task and had to be carried out
in terrible weather. As well as
being a huge undertaking in itself,
consideration also had to be given
to the College next door. We
managed to complete the task
efficiently, without compromising
the tight deadline.”
An collaborative approach to
the job was adopted from the
beginning.
“The client was very much

involved in the project from the
outset. We also worked very
closely with Todd Architects
and with the rest of the subcontractors to ensure the project
was completed to the very highest
standards.”
The impact of colour in
educational facilities was
considered by the design team
from the initial stage. Each
cloakroom area has a colour
that the children will relate to.
A multi-purpose hall that can be
used for either dining or PE is also
a key feature, along with a large
reception area and courtyard.
Integration is the primary ethos
behind the school, which is
connected to the existing College
by a pathway.
To avoid disrupting pupils and
parents at the College, deliveries
could only be made at certain

“The project was completed to the
very highest standards.”
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PROJECT TEAM…
Client: Omagh Integrated Primary School
Main contractor: Woodvale Construction Company Ltd
Project Manager: AECOM
Architect: Todd Architects
times of the day.
“We were very mindful of
the fact that an operational
school was right beside us
so we endeavoured to keep
any disruption to an absolute
minimum.”
When the spoil was removed and
excavations commenced, the rest
of the project ran smoothly. The
other issue that Woodvale found
itself facing was meeting the very
tight deadline. “There were quite
a few changes along the way
and as we were determined to
deliver a project that conformed
to the designer’s specifications,
additional work was required to
ensure we achieved those aims.
The initial schedule had pupils
back in the classroom by May;
the board wanted them to have
a month in the school to get
used to their new surroundings.”

Paul and the team at Woodvale
succeeded in getting pupils back
into the school by the end of
June, a week before the end of
term.
“It was a great achievement
considering the extremely tight
timeline and the number of
changes. We tied up any loose
ends during the summer; and
by the time the new school year
started in September, the school
was completely up and running.”
Woodvale Construction was also
responsible for the new road
outside the school.
“We weren’t allowed to finish
the road until the ‘Gas to the
West’ contract came to Omagh.
The road was closed for almost
10 weeks so trying to ensure the
school next door wasn’t disrupted
too much was a challenge. We
ended up handing over the school

in two phases. We managed
that successfully and the school
opened on time and on budget.”
With extensive experience in
the education sector, Woodvale
Construction was more than able
to deal with any challenge that
cropped up during this project.
“I would say that removal of the
spoil under harsh conditions
and trying to meet the very
tight deadline were the biggest
challenges we faced during this
project. We’ve worked on a
lot of schools over the years so
we’re well used to dealing with
any challenge that might crop
up. We’re delighted to have
been associated with Omagh
Integrated Primary School. It
has become a focal point for
our local community and more
importantly, the staff and kids
love it!”

OMAGH INTEGRATED PRIMARY SCHOOL

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Woodvale Construction, Head Office, 59 Crevenagh Road, Omagh,
County Tyrone, BT79 0EX. T: 028 8224 2622
E: info@woodvaleconstruction.co.uk - www.woodvaleconstruction.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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OMAGH INTEGRATED PRIMARY SCHOOL

BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS
BESPOKE RAINWATER GOODS FROM JP CORRY,
THE COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLIER...

J

P Corry supplied only the
highest quality products to
Woodvale Construction, the
main contractor on the Omagh
Integrated Primary School
project. Approximately 250m of
75mm aluminium downpipe and
hopper heads was selected for
the project and delivered by JP

Corry. All products supplied were
specially powder coated to RAL
7016.
“Woodvale Construction has
worked with us on several
other projects and so were very
confident that we would supply
not only the highest quality
products but would deliver them
to site as and when required,”
said David Patton, Specialised
Rainwater & Drainage Sales at JP
Corry.
With a strong network of 17
branches across Northern Ireland,
JP Corry prides itself on supplying
everything from core building essentials right through to the latest
product innovations from leading
suppliers.

T: 028 9024 3661
www.jpcorry.com

LINTELS SUPPLIER

STEEL MANUFACTURER

Steel Lintels Ireland
Ltd specified and
supplied Catnic lintels
to this prestigious
project. The company’s
technical team reviewed
the architectural and
structural drawings and
specified the lintels to
suit the applied load
and wall construction.
Catnic lintels offer
many benefits to
specifiers and builders through their design,
thermal efficiency and corrosion protection. The
Catnic lintels were supplied on time, ensuring that
the build programme was met. “It was a pleasure
for Steel Lintels Ireland Ltd and Catnic to work
with Woodvale Construction on this project,” said
Barney McConville.

McSorley Welding’s expertise was called
upon when it came to the supply and fitting of
galvanised steel fencing at Omagh Integrated
Primary School. The experienced firm was also
tasked with supplying and fitting the vehicle and
pedestrian gates at the new school. The family-run
business has been operating for over 22 years and
is well known in the local area for its high quality
workmanship. The company specialises in gates,
railings, fire escapes, light structural steel, security
grilles, on-site welding and also offers bespoke
made-to-order products.

T: 028 4062 3996 - www.steellintelsireland.com

Castlederg T: 028 8167 9383 - M: 07764 532939
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MARKET SURVEY

RESULTS OF THE LATEST RICS & TUGHANS NI CONSTRUCTION & INFRASTRUCTURE
MARKET SURVEY SHOW A MIXED MARKET…

NI construction sector the UK’s
least optimistic

F

urther falls in the
volume of publiclyfunded building
work being done in
Northern Ireland dragged
local construction
activity into marginal
decline at the end of
last year, according
to the latest RICS and
Tughans Construction
and Infrastructure Market
Survey.
Whilst the amount of
private sector housingbuilding and commercial
construction work rose
in Q3 2018, according
to respondents, falls in
activity were reported
in areas including public
housing, public non-housing and
infrastructure.
As a result, Northern Ireland was
the only region of the UK where
the balance of surveyors reported
an overall decline in activity, albeit
marginally so. Northern Ireland was
also the only region where surveyors
reported a fall in the number of
business enquiries received.
The outlook is also less positive here
than in other UK regions when it
comes to workloads, employment
prospects, and profit margins. A
smaller percentage of surveyors here
than elsewhere expect each of these to
rise in the 12-months ahead.
Jim Sammon, RICS Northern Ireland
Construction spokesman, said, “While
it is encouraging that surveyors
continue to indicate rising activity in
some areas of the market, such as
private house-building, the picture
across other areas, particularly
infrastructure, continues to cause
concern.”
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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He added, “The lack of decisionmaking in Government continues to
impact on construction activity and
on the delivery of important projects.
Alongside uncertainty relating to
Brexit, surveyors cite this as a major
challenge for
the market and
they anticipate
that 2019 to be a
challenging year.”
Tim Kinney,
Construction
Partner, Tughans,
said, “The twospeed nature of
Northern Ireland’s
construction
sector appears
to continue, with
some private sector activity forging
ahead, while surveyors report declines
in infrastructure and other publiclyfunded workloads.
“Housing-building appears to be
particularly strong, alongside private

commercial activity. However, it is
essential that decisions can be made
in relation to major publicly funded
projects to ensure that they can
proceed and deliver a positive impact
for the economy and society.”
Martin McAuley, Policy
Manager, Northern
Ireland, RICS, concluded,
“Northern Ireland’s
construction industry
continues to face the twin
hurdles of an extended
political impasse and
ongoing uncertainty
surrounding Brexit. The
fall in public workloads
reported by surveyors
reflects a continued stasis
at Stormont where there
appears to be no fresh effort to restore
the Executive. As investors give further
consideration to private projects in the
context of Brexit, markets need more
political certainty if the outlook is to
improve.”

“The lack of
decision-making
in Government
continues to impact
on construction
activity and on
the delivery of
important projects.”
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KEEP
CONNECTED
DIGITAL SERVICES

Our online readership is
growing and, as a result,
you have more ways to
connect with your target
audience through digital
marketing.

Reach your target audience
* Based on Oct 2018 figures.

22%

rise in users
annually*

24%
new
audience*

1.5k

users per
Month

2727

social media
followers

Embrace the digital
revolution
As well as enjoying our bi-monthly publication, you can also keep up-to-date
with the latest industry developments online at a time that suits you. Learn
about the latest products, news and events, see the latest job opportunities or
search our interactive directory.
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Using creative thinking to get the delivery right, we will make sure
you land directly within your targeted reach with cost-effective,
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For digital marketing opportunities, contact Sarah on
(UK) 028 9261 2990 or (RoI) 01 696 8319 or e-mail sarah@kmpltd.co.uk

