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NEWS

LSFA LAUNCHES AT
FUTUREBUILD

TIME CAPSULE BURIED AT SITE OF £35M
LEISURE CENTRE
A time capsule filled with
mementos from local school
children has been buried in
celebration of the £35m South
Lake Leisure Centre build in
Craigavon.
Pupils from neighbouring
primary schools, St Mary’s PS, St
Theresa’s PS and Tannaghmore
PS placed a games console
controller, mobile phone, fidget
spinner and letter from former
Lord Mayor Julie Flaherty in the
2019 time capsule which will
provide a fascinating snapshot
of 21st century life in Craigavon
when it is unearthed by future
generations.

Farrans is spearheading the
construction of the cutting-edge
new £35 million leisure centre on
behalf of Armagh City, Banbridge
and Craigavon Borough Council.
The innovative build is
advancing fast and is on course
for completion in 2020. Once
complete, the new leisure centre
will be home to a world-class
1,000m2 gym – understood to
be the largest available anywhere
on the island of Ireland – as well
as an extensive indoor water
provision, outdoor water sports,
traditional best-in-class fitness
facilities and fluid open spaces
including cafés and studios.

The launch of the
Light Steel Frame
Association (LSFA)
was held at futurebuild 2019. Speaking on
behalf of the LSFA, Managing Director of
Cogent Consulting Darren Richards, outlined
the requirement for a central representation,
together with the aims and objectives of the
association for the coming year.
Through a robust strategy to raise the profile of
light steel frame technology and the creation
of new marketing platforms, the LSFA will drive
take-up and specification throughout the wider
construction industry.
This association will represent all aspects of LSF
manufacturing and construction, offering the
required skill sets and experience to mobilise
this entity successfully. The LSFA’s remit will
focus on industry marketing initiatives and
engagement with architects, engineers and
contractors to ensure greater use.
Steve Thompson, Managing Director EOS said:
“For well over a decade we have seen the
need for a trade association that will unite our
industry and promote the substantial benefits
of advanced steel framing systems. Offsite steel
system manufacturers are operating in exciting
times. Whatever the construction market, there
has never been a better time to capitalise on
the raft of benefits that factory-based offsite
technologies can deliver. The LSFA will help us
get that message out there. EOS is proud to
be a founding member and part of the steering
group.”
If you are interested in joining the LSFA,
please contact: info@lsf-association.co.uk

LATEST NEW HOME FIGURES FOR NORTHERN IRELAND RELEASED
Over 900 new homes were registered
to be built in Northern Ireland and the
Isle of Man during the first rolling quarter
of 2019.
According to the latest figures from the
NHBC, 910 homes were registered to be
built between February and April 2019
compared to 922 for the same period last
year.
Meanwhile, 38,496 new homes were
registered to be built across the whole of
the UK compared to 36,042 in the same
4 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

February – April period last year. The
private sector was up 4% (27,881 in 2019
v 26,754 in 2018), with the affordable and
rental sector up 14% (10,615 in 2019 v
9,288 in 2018).
Commenting on the new figures, NHBC
Chief Executive Steve Wood said: “To
date, there is little evidence that Brexit
uncertainties are denting developer
confidence, whilst the continued flow of
inward investment into the private rental
sector is another good sign of resilience.”
FOLLOW US ON:
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CEF NEWS

CEF COMMENTS ON NEW CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS AND SHOCK NEWS OF DIXONS
ADMINISTRATION...

New requirements
come into force

A

key recommendation arising
from 2017 CIFNI Task Groups
was that Government’s NEC
construction works contracts should
be administered by competent project
managers who fully understand their
duties and those of the contractor under
the NEC contract.
In accordance with that, CPD, from
June 1, 2019 introduced a requirement
that all construction works contracts
awarded by it must be managed by an
NEC accredited project manager. The
NEC accredited project manager course
involves four days of classroom based
training coupled with online exams.
While the requirement was introduced
on June 1 in consultancy procurements,
consultants will not be required to have
the qualification in order to bid. Instead

they will have to obtain it within a
definitive timescale following contract
award.
CPD will also accept an alternative to
the NEC project manager accreditation
and has consulted with the Institution
of Civil Engineers which has confirmed
that Module 2 of the ICE Law and

Contract Management Examination
and the NEC Project Manager
Accreditation assess broadly similar
areas of competency.
As an alternative to attaining the NEC
ECC Project Manager Accreditation,
CPD will accept project managers that
have successfully passed the ICE exam.

Dixons administration news comes
as ‘unwelcome shock’

C

CEF Managing
Director John
Armstrong.

EF Managing Director
John Armstrong has said
news of Co Antrim firm,
Dixons Contractors entering into
administration comes as a shock.
The company, based in Dunloy, has
three divisions, Dixons Construction,
Dixons Homes and Dixons Facades.
It was founded in 1979, employs
around 90 people and works
throughout the UK and Ireland.
“The news of this latest high profile
administration within the industry
will come as a major and unwelcome
shock,” said Mr Armstrong.
“Dixons Contractors have been a
well-known name in the local market
for approximately 40 years and,

given their wide range of interests
and expertise across social and
private housing as well education,
health and commercial projects,
their administration will be a
sizeable loss to the marketplace.
“As we have said before,
the challenge of achieving
sustainability in the construction
market remains. Low margins,
insufficient pipelines of activity for
the bulk of mid-sized contractors
and at times difficult relationships
between clients and contractors
are in no-one’s interests. It is
extremely regrettable that we
are, yet again, having to issue a
statement like this”.

Construction Employers Federation, 143 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6SX.
T: 028 9087 7143 - E: mail@cefni.co.uk
www.cefni.co.uk
6 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE
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PANEL TECHNOLOGIES

STRONG, SAFE, SUSTAINABLE OFFSITE CONSTRUCTION, WITH SMARTPLY ULTIMA...

Innovation is the key

A

t a time when modern methods
of construction demand ever
stronger, more efficient and
sustainable products, new panel
technologies have a big part to play.
This is especially true for the offsite
construction industry, which, although
enjoying an expansion due to the speed
and efficiency of the method, may be
employed more widely across Northern
Ireland and the UK in the wake of Brexit.
A recent Building Services Research
and Information Association (BSRIA)
white paper indicated that upon leaving
the EU, one of the areas for Northern
Ireland and the rest of the UK to focus
on in order to keep the construction
industry moving, should be boosting the
domestic skills base and the innovation
of construction methods - including
offsite.
Indeed, Ireland is already embracing
offsite construction, with developers and
housing associations leading the way.
This has resulted in new developments
of high-quality homes, hotels and offices
being produced quicker, cheaper and
easier.
With the aim of delivering a panel that
8 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

could rise to meet this burgeoning
demand, SMARTPLY ULTIMA, dubbed
the next generation OSB4 panel, has
just launched from innovative Irish
timber panel manufacturers MEDITE
SMARTPLY.
“Setting a new standard for OSB
across the Ireland and the UK,
STARTPLY ULTIMA is the strongest
most moisture resistant OSB4 panel
we’ve ever produced,” says David
Murray, Head of Innovation and Ireland
Sales at MEDITE SMARTPLY. “It is also
sustainably produced, with zero-added
formaldehyde, as is standard across
the range.”
Ideal for use in the most demanding
structural applications, SMARTPLY
ULTIMA is perfect for offsite
manufacturing and construction.
“The offsite construction industry
has expanded significantly in recent
years, with new factories emerging
across the country in response to
housing shortages and the need for
development. It provides a solution
that can enable new buildings to be
constructed quickly and safely, and
often relies on large scale panels

to be able to achieve such efficient
building. With this in mind, we have
ensured that SMARTPLY ULTIMA
can be manufactured in sizes of up
to 2.8m wide by 7.5m long, and to
a maximum thickness of 40mm,”
explains David.
All MEDITE SMARTPLY panels are
produced using FSC Certified timber
from their own sustainably managed
forests in Ireland, ensuring a clear
supply chain. This can help building
contractors and architectural practices
obtain valuable credits towards
environmental building project
standards such as BREEAM and LEED.
Finally, the strongest, most moisture
resistant panel (when compared to
alternate OSB solutions) also features
a surface texture like no other OSB.
SMARTPLY ULTIMA is made using
precision strand orientation and
continuous pressing technology,
resulting in a smooth, consistent finish
throughout.
Download a full datasheet and
request a free sample here: https://
mdfosb.com/en/smartply/products/
smartply-ultima

FOLLOW US ON:
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WATERPROOFING

GET TRAINED TO INSTALL THE MARKET LEADING SINGLE PLY WATERPROOFING
MEMBRANE WITH 4FRONT BUILDING PRODUCTS...

Lifelong learning is crucial to getting ahead

W

hether you are a
roofer, roofing
contractor, architect
or specifier, EPDM training
course is a perfect opportunity
for you to expand your skill set
and improve your knowledge on
waterproofing systems.
Roofers will benefit from a
day-long hands-on training with
industry experienced trainers
both as installers and contractors.
They have a wealth of practical
knowledge and have been part
of many award-winning projects.
Architects and specifiers will get
trained at the RIBA accredited
CPD seminar introducing
EPDM and the material variants
currently produced worldwide.
Waterproofing application for
flat roof type and common
construction build up details,
including inverted, green roof,
hard landscaping. Non-RIBA
seminars are also available.
No matter which products,
systems or solutions you are
interested in you can find the
right course on offer, from
classic publicity training in the
training centre at the RESITRIX
- CARLISLE® ACADEMY in
Belper, to individual training
sessions on your premises. The
taught content is tailor-made to
the everyday professional life
of installers, retailers, architects

and planners – so you can use
your newly acquired knowledge
immediately.
Why should I get trained and why
do trained professionals still need
training courses anyway?
It’s quite simple: because lifelong
learning is more than just a
buzzword. It’s a crucial success
factor when it comes to helping
people and the company get
ahead. While enhancing your
skills, you will learn about our
RESITRIX® products. We will
share tried and tested benefits of
EPDM solutions on and around
roofs, façades and buildings.
The result: you improve the
standard of quality you deliver
and therefore increase customer
satisfaction.
EPDM training courses – the ideal
way to creating a secure flat roof
Never before has it been so
easy and safe to apply ultimate
performance waterproofing

systems with virtually unlimited
application methods. RESITRIX®
makes it possible: each version
guarantees excellent quality,
flexibility and is optimally designed
to offer you the best possible
solution for your individual
roofing project. Whether for
new buildings or refurbishment,
RESITRIX® means fast and easy
installation of high-performance
roofing membranes that are sealed
for a lifetime. Tested for a life
expectancy in excess of 50 years.
Furthermore, we can provide
individual company certification
and architect seminars that
are perfectly tailored to your
needs and, of course, industry
requirements.
Get in touch with JIM JESS,
Area Manager at 4Front Building
Products, to book your next
training or CPD seminar. Contact
Jim at 0044 7703962969 or jim.
jess@4frontbuildingproducts.com.

“Never before has it been so easy and
safe to apply ultimate performance
waterproofing systems with virtually
unlimited application methods.”

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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FENCING

PRODUCTS WHICH ‘ENSURE MAXIMUM DURABILITY, EASIER
HANDLING AND FAST INSTALLATION’…

Introducing Hadley Group’s
Fencing Solutions

C

ombining its expertise in custom
cold rollforming technology
and an ability to manufacture
products in-house, Hadley Group is able
to offer its customers a single source
for complete, engineering, industrial
and commercial fencing solutions. The
company’s range of products provide
the optimum strength-to-weight ratio,
ensuring maximum durability, easier
handling and fast installation.
Designed and manufactured by the UK’s
leading in-house cold rollform profile
design team, Hadley Group’s fencing
options are lighter, stronger and more
economical than industry alternatives.
This helps to aid the construction of
boundaries that are both attractive and
fully functional, whilst remaining an

12 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

effective deterrent to any unauthorised
entry. The product portfolio exceeds
a number of British standards and
regulations, with a wide range of
applications across industry.
The company’s range of fencing
solutions are backed by the company’s
innovative UltraSTEEL® process, an
internationally patented cold rollforming
technology that has enabled customers
from different industries around the
world. The result of more than 35 years
of research and development, the
process is helping customers to improve
product efficiency, save weight and
reduce the use of raw materials. Tests
have found UltraSTEEL® profiles have
up to 20% more strength and use up to
20% less raw material than alternatives.

From UltraFence, the only cold rolled
engineered palisade fencing system, to
UltraBAR a versatile system featuring
a patented raking joint, Hadley Group
can provide a fencing solution for any
environment. The products have been
installed across a number of high-profile
projects and offer defined performance
and installation benefits. What’s more,
as Hadley Group can work as a onestop shop for supply, there’s additional
convenience buying through the
supplier.
For more information about
Hadley Group, please visit:
www.hadleygroup.com

FOLLOW US ON:
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APPOINTMENT

NORTHERN BUILDER APPOINTS JOHN HOOKS AS EDITOR...

Magazine looks to the future
with confidence

N

orthern Builder has appointed
John Hooks as Editor as the
magazine looks to the future
with confidence.
John has almost 20 years’ experience
in the media industry and joins the
team at Karen McAvoy Publishing
as Editor of all three of its titles –
Northern Builder, Plumbing & Heating
and Electrical Magazine.
Prior to his appointment John was
Editor of the Ulster Gazette newspaper
in Armagh for six years and before
that he was Editor of the Banbridge
and Dromore Leader newspapers for
four years. He has also worked on
daily newspapers and as a broadcast
journalist.
“I’m delighted to be appointed as
Editor,” said John. “These are exciting
times at Karen McAvoy Publishing with
plans to develop all three titles both in
print and online.
“We enjoy great support from the
industries we serve and we are very
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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thankful for that support. It is not
something we take for granted.
“Therefore it is vital that our
publications remain relevant to the
industries we serve. I am keen to
speak to as many of our customers
and readers as I can so if there is
something you would like to see in our
magazines then please get in touch.
We are continually looking for ways
to improve our publications and to
improve the service we provide.
“We want to continue bringing you all
the latest news and views as well as the
latest products coming to the market.
Beyond that we want to celebrate
the excellent work which is taking
place throughout Northern Ireland by
focusing on some of the projects our
local contractors have been working
on.
“In addition to the magazine we will
be creating bespoke content for our
digital and social media platforms.
Our social media platforms give you

the opportunity to engage with the
magazine and to join in the debate
around the latest news and views from
the industries. This is your magazine
and we are very keen to hear from you
– please join the conversation!
If there is anything I can help you with
then please don’t hesitate to get in
contact. If you have a story which you
would like to see covered in Northern
Builder then I will be only too happy to
meet or speak on the phone.
T: 028 9261 2990
E: john@kmpltd.co.uk

“We enjoy great support
from the industries we
serve and we are very
thankful for that support.
It is not something we
take for granted.”
NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE | 13

BRICK AND STONE

SOURCED FROM OVER 10 CONTINENTS, STONEPAVE WENT THE EXTRA MILE ON THE
LOGISTICALLY CHALLENGING LUAS CROSS CITY PROJECT…

Transforming Dublin City

O

ne of the most complex and
significant projects to have
been undertaken in Ireland
for several years, the Luas Cross City
has completely transformed Dublin’s
transport system.
Running along 13 stops over 5.9km,
the linking up of the Luas Red and
Green Lines cost €4.5million to build
and was delivered on schedule.
With the largest granite supply contract
in the history of the Irish State specified
for the project, materials of the highest
grade were a necessity for the build.
The stone utilised on the project was
specified by Transport Infrastructure
Ireland (TII) and was chosen to satisfy
the requirements of the local heritage
encountered throughout the length of
the scheme. Materials were approved
over a six-month period to ensure the
stone blended in with the surrounding
environment.
Stonepave, a part of the outHaus
Group, provided the huge and varied
amount of stone that was required for
Luas Cross City. Over 2,000 containers
were shipped into outHaus over a
two-month period, a contract that
included 5,000sqm of Spanish Azul
Platino granite in a mix of paving
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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and carriageway setts. This particular
material was chosen for its similarity
to the existing Azul Platino which was
supplied through the same source
about 10 years previously. Praised
by TII as ‘a perfect match’, the new
granite blends seamlessly with the
existing material and proved an
excellent choice.
Stonepave sourced 20 stone types
from over 10 continents, from China
North and South, India, Portugal,
Spain, Finland and Ireland (Irish
Granite). The contract included 1,200
linear metres of Azul Platino kerbs,
9,000sqm of European 120mmdeep Mid Grey cropped carriageway
setts and Eagle Red and Rosa
Porihno granite pavings and tactiles.
Approximately 16,000sqm of 65mm
silver granite flags were also supplied
by Stonepave, along with 5,000 linear
metres of oversized roadside kerbs
and black granite tactile pavings, to
mention just a few.
As the project had very low storage
capabilities, orders were despatched
daily to ensure it stayed on track
with as many as 10 deliveries across
a multitude of stops taking place per
day. All materials were offloaded,

stored and distributed in as little as
one tonne consignments by Stonepave.
Installation of some Portuguese
carriageway setts was also undertaken
by the company. An extremely
logistically challenging project,
Stonepave proved why it’s the go-to
provider of hard landscaping solutions
to local authority, commercial and
domestic markets across the globe.

For more information on the stone
used on this project, contact
distributor Stonepave on
(0) 1455 2222 88,
e-mail enquiries@stonepave.co.uk
or visit www.stonepave.co.uk.

PROJECT TEAM...
Developer:
Transport Infrastructure Ireland
Architect: O’Connor Sutton Cronin
Landscape Architects:
Brady Shipman Martin.
Contractor: Sisk Steconfer JV (SSJV)
NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE | 15

LINTELS

KEYSTONE OFFERS AN AWARD WINNING SOLUTION
TO REDUCED CARBON EMISSIONS…

The winning
streak continues

T

he Winning streak
continues for Keystone’s
Hi-therm+ Lintel.
Keystone has set new standards
for thermal efficiency in steel
lintels with the development
of the Hi-therm+ Lintel which
offers a low cost solution for
reduced carbon emissions. Up to
5 times more thermally efficient
that a standard steel lintel, the
Hi-therm+ Lintel is an innovative
solution to reducing thermal
bridging and improving SAP
calculations. This innovation
has been recognised once again
with a 2019 Irish Construction
Excellence award for
Construction product Innovation.
This latest win comes off the
back of a hugely successful year
for the Hi-therm+ Lintel having
also been named Construction
Product of the Year at the Irish
Construction Industry Awards
and Best Building Fabric Product
at the Housebuilder Product
Awards 2018.
Kris Willis, Regional Sales
Director commented: “At
the Keystone Group, we are
continuously investing in research
and design to ensure we are
at the forefront of innovation
within the construction industry.
We are delighted this has
been recognised with another
prestigious accolade- an Irish
Construction Excellence Award.
The Hi-therm+ Lintel has
enjoyed great success in the Irish
construction industry, it offers
builders a solution which is faster
and easier to install compared
to a two part lintel while also
16 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

“At the Keystone Group, we are continuously investing
in research and design to ensure we are at the forefront
of innovation within the construction industry.”
providing a low cost route to improve
both CO2 reduction and Fabric Energy
Efficiency.”
Keystone has a clear focus on excellence
in quality and values third party
endorsements for its products to offer
extra reassurance that they have been
rigorously tested to industry standards.
Kris explains, “when we designed our
re-engineered Hi-therm+ lintel with
our industry leading top hat design, we
recognised the importance of third party
testing and certification for this new
product. Keystone’s Hi-therm+ lintel, is
still the only thermally efficient lintel on
the market that has trusted third party
certification from the BBA, which has
tested the design, strength, performance,
durability and fire resistance to ensure the
product is fit for purpose”.

WHY IS LINTEL CHOICE VITAL?
Lintels are, in most cases, the most
significant thermal bridges in a building
due to the fact that traditional style steel
lintels interrupt the line of insulation with

a continuous piece of highly conductive
steel. This could account for more than
40% of the total heat loss through thermal
bridging.
The innovative design of the Hi-therm+
Lintel, utilises a rigid polymer thermal
insulator as an effective thermal break,
but incorporates a steel inner and external
leaf so it is installed in exactly the same
way as a standard lintel. The use of
this unique Hi-therm+ lintel in place of
standard steel lintels can lead to an 80%
reduction in thermal bridging through
the lintels. By making these large savings
on thermal bridging, designers gain the
flexibility to trim back on other more
expensive options (such as wider cavities)
yet still comply with the latest building
regulations.
Talk to Keystone’s Technical team on
028 8676 2184 to find out how Hitherm+ could save money on your build
specification.
www.keystonelintels.com
FOLLOW US ON:
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DOOR STUDIO

DOOR STUDIO UNLOCKS BOLD INVESTMENT STRATEGY FROM HALDANE FISHER…

A variety of choice for every customer

A

s part of an ongoing
investment strategy, over the
last 18 months, Haldane Fisher
has identified dedicated areas of their
branches and implemented their Door
Studio concept across the majority of
branches in Northern Ireland.
The first branch to embrace
the change was Castle Street in

Portadown. Andrew Cully, Area
Director for the Portadown and
Enniskillen branches, said “One area
that we knew we were lacking in was
our door display. This small area only
had just over 20 doors with outdated
lighting and a poor ambiance. We
were also restricted in adding new
doors to this display. That has now
changed, with a stylish and practical
Door Studio now proving popular
with customers.”
The Castle Street branch is a prime
example of the XL Door Studio
format, with over 50 doors on display.
Covering a wide range of styles,
ﬁnishes, colours and prices, there is
an array of choice for every type of
customer.
As part of the studio, there is an

extensive range of door furniture
as well as various trimmings and
mouldings to complement the
doors with suitable architrave and
skirting. Supported by superb lighting
to showcase the doors, the new Door
Studio has been designed to be
ﬂexible and allow Haldane Fisher to
be proactive and create aspirational
displays for every customer.
The improvements haven’t only
focused on the product on display.
Staff continue to receive ongoing
training to enhance their already
extensive knowledge and ensure they
remain up-to-date with the latest
trends and styles.
The Door Studio is proving to be a
great resource for the company’s
trade customers, with builders and

“The Door Studio is proving to be a great resource
for the company’s trade customers.”
18 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

DOOR STUDIO

developers able to select doors,
door furniture, and trimmings and
mouldings to suit their projects. It is
also a great place for them to send
their customers to select the doors
they want.
The Door Studio concept has now
been rolled out across the Haldane
Fisher branch network in Northern
Ireland, with XL Door Studios located
in Newry, Bangor, Portadown (Castle
Street) and Lisburn branches. There
are also fantastic ranges on display
in the Door Studios in the Belfast
Branches (Ladas Drive and Balmoral)
plus Larne and Enniskillen – with
just Coleraine and Ballymena to be
completed.
“With the increasing options for
internal doors, the introduction of our
Doors Studios allows us to showcase
as many options for customers to
choose from,” said Mark Freeman,
Director Building Materials. “We have
a complete range and will have an
offer to suit all budgets. An extensive

range of ironmongery products
ensures that you can have the finishing
details just as you want.”
Each Studio covers a comprehensive
range of styles, finishes, colours and
prices to suit customer’s needs and
taste.
The Door Studios stock a wide
selection of both internal and external
doors in a variety of materials and
finishes made with traditional and
modern design features.
The company is continually striving to
enhance its product range of doors
and ironmongery.
“We have worked hard to create an
environment which offers quality doors
suitable for your needs regardless
of whether you are a trade customer
buying directly or want to send your
clients in to choose their own doors,”
said Mark.
Haldane Fisher has also produced a
dedicated Door Studio brochure and
a social media campaign will continue
throughout 2019.

The introduction of the Door Studios is
already proving to be a sound business
decision with an increase in footfall
and sales already recorded at all
showrooms.
Haldane Fisher is also the sole
distributor of Hörmann in Northern
Ireland – with internal door sets on
display in the XL Door Studios and
Hormann garage and entrance doors
on display at most branches.
Haldane Fisher is also one of the few
Builders Merchants to provide a Door
Reprocessing Service producing fire
doors for the commercial sector.

Haldane Fisher, Shepherd’s Way, Carnbane, Newry, Co Down, BT35 6QQ.
T: 028 3026 3201 - www.haldane-fisher.com
• NEWRY • BANGOR • PORTADOWN • LISBURN • BELFAST • COLERAINE • LARNE • BALLYMENA • ENNISKILLEN

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR
O’HARE & MCGOVERN CONTINUES A SUCCESSFUL PARTNERSHIP WITH
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE HIGHEST SPEC BIM
PROJECT IN NORTHERN IRELAND TO DATE...

O

’Hare & McGovern’s
long-standing
relationship with Queen’s
University continued with the
completion of the highly complex
School of Biological Sciences
building.
The new School of Biological
Sciences is a fully federated IFC/
Revit compatible Level 2 BIM
project and it is the highest spec
BIM project to be completed in
Northern Ireland to date. Given
the complexity of this project,
BIM was an essential element
and required a company that was
experienced in this cutting-edge
technology.
O’Hare & McGovern is recognised
as construction innovators and the
company has already delivered a
range of BIM projects. O’Hare &
McGovern has proven processes

and procedures in place which are
integrated within the company’s
ISO 9001 Quality Management
System. These are in full
compliance with the relevant
Government standards, which
have been further developed by
the company’s BIM Champions
who are, in turn, Level 2
Accredited Professionals.
The new School of Biological
Sciences is already an iconic
addition to the Queen’s University
estate, and to help blend it in with
its historical surroundings natural
red sandstone cladding was used.
The turnkey project will help
Queen’s deliver a world-class
facility promoting the growth
of Life Sciences (especially in
agriculture/food science, food
safety, disease/infection biology,
diagnostics, waste management,

ecosystems and the environment)
to ensure these sectors remain
competitive in Northern Ireland
and globally. It will also expand
QUB’s world-leading research for
Global Food Security providing
the world’s population with
sustainable and safe supplies of
high quality food.
The aim of the project was to colocate and consolidate the School
of Biological Sciences, which
was previously spread across the
Queen’s estate.
The site essentially connects three
separate ‘character areas’, each of
which is at a different level. St Ives
Gardens/Sandymount, the highest
part of the site, is some 4m above
Chlorine Gardens which, in turn, is
some 4m higher than Lennoxvale.
Addressing these level changes
has significantly influenced the

“O’Hare & McGovern is recognised
as construction innovators.”
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layout and overall design – for
example, a significant area of the
new building is underground.
In addition, the change in the
external ground levels, combined
with central light wells, has been
used to provide natural light to
all floors and to create an airy
building whose façades relate
to and respect the scale of
neighbouring properties.
Constructed on the site of the
former Science Library, the new
School of Biological Sciences
includes a lecture theatre,
laboratories, teaching spaces,
seminar rooms, offices, and an
impressive entrance/break-out
atrium.
The building has a gross internal
area of approximately 11,000m²
over four floors and a basement.
It is designed around a central
atrium or glazed ‘street’ that acts
as the social hub. A second, more
private, atrium provides a less
public focus for research work,
whilst echoing the open, airy and
light-filled environment of the
‘main street’. The undergraduate

facilities and labs occupy the
mechanical systems were
bottom floor of the building,
installed with acoustic elements
with postgraduate and research
to ensure NR (noise ratio) Db
space located in the upper
levels were achieved. Two 20kW
levels. The labs house a CAT III
combined heat and power units
specialised laboratory with unique were also installed, as was a
instruments including 17 mass
ground-source heat-pump and
spectrometers.
Borewell System for night-time
An off-site manufacturing (OSM)
cooling via absorption chiller
technique was implemented
plant.
to plant areas internally and
With major construction taking
externally. This process involved
place in a city location, it was
planning, design, fabrication
vital to engage with the local
and assembly in a purpose-built,
community. O’Hare & McGovern
off-site factory.The building has
did this through weekly
been constructed to minimise
residents’ meetings, a monthly
its impact on the environment
newsletter and hourly monitoring
and to achieve an Excellent
of noise, vibration and dust.
BREEAM rating.
The ISO 14001
management system
Client: Queen’s University
delivered: Silver

PROJECT TEAM...

CCS Award, 100%
waste diverted from
landfill, renewable/
low carbon/
energy-efficient
technologies, air
tightness: 2.64
(m³/hr)/m². The

Main Contractor: O’Hare & McGovern

SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Architect: Scott Tallon Walker
Consultant: Taylor & Boyd LLP
Electrical Contractor: JD McGeown Ltd
Mechanical Contractor: Michael Nugent Ltd

O’Hare & McGovern, Carnbane House, Shepherds Way, Carnbane Industrial Estate,
Newry, BT35 6EE. T: 028 3026 4662 - E: carnbanehouse@ohmg.com
www.ohmg.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
MICHAEL NUGENT LTD COMPLETES QUB’S FIRST BIM LEVEL 2 PROJECT WITH
THE MECHANICAL INSTALLATION AT THE SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES...

D

ue to the complexity of
the mechanical installation
BIM proved to be an
essential element of the project’s
success.
Brendan Gildernew, Mechanical
Contracts Manager at Michael
Nugent Ltd, explained, “This
is a project that showcased all
the benefits of BIM and how it
has become an essential part of
building services co-ordination.
The success of this project
derived from a fully committed
design team who embraced the
concept of BIM, and assisted by
the main contractor, O’Hare &
McGovern, as well as electrical
contractor, JD McGeown, and
the other sub-contractors, all
recognised how BIM would make
everyone’s task easier.”
As well as helping to eradicate
clashes during co-ordination

workshops before construction
started, the BIM model was
utilised on site, with Michael
Nugent Ltd’s team using a mobile
BIM hub to plan and implement
the mechanical services
installation.
“Effectively, we divided the
installation into two categories.
Firstly we had our traditional
installation of plumbing, heating
and chilled water services, while
the second was the specialist
systems for the laboratories
which mainly consisted of the
fume extraction, LEV systems,
processed water systems and
specialist gases,” added Brendan.
“We already had limited space in
the service voids, but doubling
up on some systems made it
a greater challenge. Again,
that’s where BIM came to the
forefront.”

The specialist installations include
fume extraction from numerous
fume cupboards along with
microbiological safety cabinet,
specialist bulk and bottle
laboratory gas systems, 11 air
handling units systems providing
mechanical ventilation, numerous
air conditioning systems, constant
temperature rooms, cold rooms,
freezer rooms and intricate gas
detection and alarms systems.
The installation also included
a bespoke night-time cooling
system which extracted water
from borewells to meet the
buildings cooling requirements.
All the mechanical systems have
been linked back to the Building
Management System (BMS).
“It has been one of the most
challenging, educational but
rewarding projects I personally
have worked on,” said Brendan.

Michael Nugent Ltd, 2 Tandragee Road, Pomeroy,
Co. Tyrone, BT70 3DS. T: 028 8775 8617
E: info@michaelnugent.co.uk - www.michaelnugent.co.uk
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
THE ‘BEAUTY’ OF BIM WORKS WONDERS FOR JD McGEOWN, AS THE
LEADING CONTRACTOR COMPLETES ONE OF ITS BIGGEST-EVER PROJECTS…

T

he School of Biological
Sciences tested all the
attributes of JD McGeown
Ltd as the company completed
one of its biggest-ever projects.
JD McGeown Ltd has worked
with Queen’s University in the
past, with the company’s work on
the stunning Bernard Crossland
Building showcasing the high
standards that can be achieved
by this experienced team.
However, the School of Biological
Sciences proved a sterner test
but JD McGeown Ltd rose to the
challenge with a successful and on
time completion by tapping into
their experience and expertise,
particularly in the use of Building
Information Modelling (BIM)
to plan in the sheer volume of
services that had to be installed in
confined spaces.
David Geddis, Senior Projects

Manager at JD McGeown
Ltd, “We were one of the
pioneers of BIM in the electrical
sector in Northern Ireland
and, as it proved to be such
an essential element of this
project, this experience was
hugely important. “We worked
very closely with mechanical
contractor, Michael Nugent
Ltd, on the BIM model and
this partnership was hugely
successful.” With confined
spaces, a high volume of services
and an atrium to contend
with, JD McGeown Ltd had a
lot of issues to resolve. David
added, “Due to the nature of
the building, a high volume
of mechanical services were
needed, which left us with
reduced room for our services.
The building was also an
awkward shape to work in, as the

massive atrium in the middle was
difficult to get services from one
side of the building to the other.
But that’s the brilliance of BIM,
as it allowed us to work round all
these issues before we moved
on site.” The extensive electrical
installation package carried out
by JD McGeown Ltd incorporated
power infrastructure, lighting and
fire and security requirements.
The lighting included general,
PIR, external and emergency
solutions while the fire and
security systems incorporated
CCTV, door access, intruder
and fire alarms, disabled refuge
and the security barriers. A
comprehensive data and fibre
installation was backed up by
a UPS system and a main site
generator, while JD McGeown
Ltd was also responsible for the
lightning protection.

SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

PROJECT IN FOCUS

HEAD OFFICE - Windsor Business Park, 16/18 Lower Windsor Avenue, Belfast BT9 7DW
T: 028 9068 1176 . LONDONDERRY - Unit 8, Lynwood Business Centre, Campsie Industrial
Estate, Londonderry BT47 3XX - T: 028 7181 2185. DUBLIN - MMUH Hostel Building,
Eccles Street, Dublin 7 - T: 00353(0)1691 7431 - E: info@jdmcg.co.uk - www.jdmcg.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

PROJECT IN FOCUS

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
TANDRAGEE ROOFING WAS PUT TO THE TEST AT THE NEW SCHOOL OF
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES AT QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY IN BELFAST...

W

ith a strong reputation
for reliability on
commercial projects,
the expertise and experience
of Tandragee Roofing was put
to the test at the new School of
Biological Sciences at Queen’s
University in Belfast.
The extensive roofing on this

impressive new building was
completed by the knowledgeable
team at Tandragee Roofing
to ensure that it was capable
of dealing with the extensive
mechanical plant equipment
included on the roof.
Working closely with main
contractor, O’Hare & McGovern,

the team helped to co-ordinate
and schedule the work on the
roof – a particularly important
aspect given that the building is
in a built-up area.
Tandragee Roofing fits a full
range of roofing systems and
offers a wide choice of services,
from new build, roof repair and
maintenance to tanking systems,
liquid plastic flooring and
complete asphalt works.
The company is an approved
installer of high-performance
roofing systems Decra, Green
Roof Systems, Icopal, IKO
roofing products, Firestone,
Kingspan products and Sika
Liquid Roofing, Moy Materials
and Bauder.

142 Mullahead Rd, Tandragee, Craigavon, BT62 2LD
T: 028 3884 0576
www.tandrageeroofing.co.uk
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CTS LTD INSTALLED A PURE WATER SYSTEM FOR THE LABORATORIES AT THE
SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES AT QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST....

R

obin Fergusson, Managing
Director at CTS Ltd, said,
“Pure water was needed in
the laboratories right across the
building, so this was an extensive
project for us. We have installed
a water treatment system in
the plant room that provides
pure water to meet the specific
requirements of the project.
“We then worked closely with the
mechanical contractor, Michael
Nugent Ltd, to plan the pipework
to distribute the pure water
to each laboratory. We have
extensive experience of projects
of this kind and developed a good
relationship with Michael Nugent
Ltd, so we’re delighted with the
final outcome.”

The pure water system is just one
of a range of services on offer
from this Belfast based legionella
control and water treatment
company that has been operation
since 1984.
Working in both Northern
Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland as well as mainland
Europe – in particular in Gibraltar
– the company offers supply,
installation and commissioning
services. This incorporates
chemicals and associated
equipment for boilers and
cooling towers; bulk cleaning;
maintenance chemicals and
biocides; plant (in the form
of filters, softeners, reverse
osmosis, de-ionisers, UV units

etc); swimming pool/leisure;
Legionella control and risk
assessment; and water analytical
services.

Chemical Treatment Services Ltd
T: 0044 (0)28 9092 1212
www.ctsltd.com

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY AT ITS BEST…

W

hen the contractor of
the Queen’s University
School of Biological
Sciences project needed a
practically bespoke piece of
equipment they knew who to turn
to. O’Hare and McGovern Ltd
has a trusted working relationship
with Armagh company, SDG
Construction Technology Ltd,
built up over a number of years
partnering on prestigious projects.
The complex piece of kit in
question at the School of
Biological Sciences was a Max
Frank Ltd, Egcodorn shear force
dowel. Expansion joints are
provided in concrete structures to
decouple components and avoid
stress cracks. Shear force dowels
are used for the transmission of
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

shear forces which occur in such
joints. The Egcodorn shear force
dowel system offers predictability
in planning and execution for high
static loads and on this occasion it
was used on the building’s capping
beam.
“This was a very complex piece
of kit which was practically
created bespoke for the job
– it was a product tailored to
suit the application,” said SDG
Construction Technology Technical
Product Manager, Ciaran Donnelly.
“There was a lot of work which
went in at the planning stage and
we consulted very closely with
the team of engineers and with
O’Hare and McGovern. It was the
attention to detail at the planning
stage that led to the smooth

FOLLOW US ON:

installation and the approvals
from the structural engineers.
“We have partnered with O’Hare
and McGovern over a number
of years now and we have an
excellent working relationship. It
was good to be involved in such a
technically demanding job.”

SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

PURE WATER SYSTEM

T: 028 3752 8999 - E: info@sdg.ie
www.sdgconstructiontechnology.com
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SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY

CIVIL & STRUCTURAL
ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS
Taylor & Boyd LLP were
the civil and structural
engineering consultants
on this project which
has already become
an iconic addition to
Queen’s University
estate. Using secant
piling, retaining
structures were
established to give a 7m cut at the top of the site.
The reinforced concrete structure is supported
on a piled foundation and stepped to reflect
sloping topography while maximising capacity on a
constricted site with multi-level basements.
The design by Taylor & Boyd addresses the
complexity of subterranean services and concerns of
local residents regarding acoustics and the stability
of adjacent residences.

T: Belfast 028 9066 7951 or Derry 028 7126 7115
www.taylor-boyd.co.uk

CIVIL ENGINEERING
DPH Construction
Ltd undertook
the bulk of the
civil work at
the School of
Biological Sciences
at Queen’s
University, Belfast.
Throughout the
construction phase
the Downpatrickbased company
worked closely
with the O’Hare
& McGovern
team and carried
out all aspects of
groundworks from
deep drainage to excavation for gas, hydro breaks,
landscaping and much more.

T: Gary Laverty 079 6708 7887
E: garylaverty109@gmail.com

PAVING CONTRACTOR

OIL SUPPLIER

Tobermore laid the
paving flags at the
School of Biological
Sciences at Queen’s
University, Belfast.
The company used a
combination of Mayfair
flags in silver and
graphite and Fusion
flags in graphite, silver
and mid-grey. Ideal for
busy pedestrianised
areas, courtyards, retail
developments and other commercial and residential
projects, the popular Mayfair paving flags have
many benefits to offer.
Suitable for pedestrianised areas with occasional
vehicular overrun, the hard-wearing Fusion is a
great choice if you want a block paving product
with a striking, modern look.

Milligan Oil Ltd helped to meet all the commercial
oil requirements for this project at Queen’s
University. The company supplies commercial and
agricultural oil to a broad range of industries and
sectors throughout Northern Ireland. Milligan Oil’s
nationwide coverage, dedicated accounts team,
competitive pricing and unrivalled customer service
and delivery time allows the company to provide
high-quality fuel for your business or agricultural
fleet within 24 hours.
T: 028 4484 1494
E: milliganoil@btconnect.com
www.milliganoil.com

T: 028 7964 2411
W: www.tobermore.co.uk
26 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

COMPANY NEWS

‘IT IS GREAT TO SEE OUR PROJECTS TRANSITION INTO THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH THEY
WERE INTENDED’...

RTU at the heart of recent landmark
projects in Northern Ireland

R

TU is incredibly proud of our
involvement in some recent
landmark projects including the
construction of Queen’s University’s
Biological Sciences Building, the
development of Translink’s Milewater
House depot and the refurbishment
of Hillsborough Castle. As a leading
supplier of ready-mixed concrete,
mortar, plaster and screed, it is great
to see our projects transition into the
purpose for which they were intended.
As with every project, whether
commercial, residential or
self-build, our commitment
to quality, service and
performance is absolute.
We help to counter the
challenges faced by our
customers by offering
project-specific solutions
that ensure hassle-free
delivery and peace of mind.
“Extraordinary”, was
Prince Charles’ verdict
on the completion of Hillsborough
Castle’s 5-year, £20m transformation,
on which RTU is proud to have been
a supplier. Our signature Exposa®
Decorative Concrete is used along the
stunning pathways that complement
the gardens of this historic Royal
residence. With visitor numbers
forecasted at 200,000 per annum,
Exposa® was the perfect choice
to provide a beautiful aesthetic as
well as the necessary performance,
durability and slip resistance for such a
prestigious and high volume attraction.
However, you don’t need to be a Royal
to enjoy Exposa®, and we have many
commercial and self-build clients that

Translink’s new Milewater Service Centre.

Queen’s University’s Biological Sciences Building.

have chosen this product to add an
exceptional finish to their project.
Queen’s University’s new Biological
Sciences Building is another key
project that has launched this year.
The building facilitates the training
of science graduates towards the
progression of sectors that generate
more than £5.5 billion into the
economy each year. RTU provided
both mortar and Ultraflo® for this
state-of-the-art facility. Our tubbed
mortar is known for its quality and
strength as well as the array of
colours we can provide. Ultraflo®
is a unique hemihydrate calcium
sulphate liquid floor screed designed

for use with underfloor heating.
The product guarantees minimal
shrinkage and cracking, improved
heat responsiveness with underfloor
heating, reduced heat lag delay,
reduced energy costs, and it is ecofriendly.
Another big launch in 2019 was
Translink’s new Milewater Service
Centre in north Belfast. This purposebuilt facility serves as the main
base for the iconic Glider fleet, as
well as Translink’s engineering and
projects teams. RTU worked with the
main contractor, Henry Brothers, to
supply a range of materials including
concrete, standard building mortar
and Speedscreed for the construction
of a modern depot that represents
a significant investment in Northern
Ireland’s infrastructure. Check out
our video that demonstrates the size
and scale of this project on the video
section of our website.

RTU, Cloughfern Avenue, Newtownabbey, County Antrim, BT37 0UZ.
T: 028 9085 1441 - E: sales@tru.co.uk
www.rtu.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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RSUA DESIGN AWARDS

THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF ULSTER ARCHITECTS AWARDS LIAM McCORMICK PRIZE TO
COLIN CONNECT AND COLIN TOWN SQUARE...

West Belfast Transport Hub named
Northern Ireland’s Building of the Year 2019

T

he Royal Society of Ulster
Architects (RSUA) has awarded
the Liam McCormick Prize for
Northern Ireland’s Building of the
Year to the Colin Connect Transport
Hub and Colin Town Square in west
Belfast. It was one of four projects
to receive a RSUA Design Award
2019 all of which will now be in the
running for a UK-wide RIBA award for
architecture.
The project was designed by Hall
McKnight for the Department for
Infrastructure, the Urban Villages
Initiative, Colin Neighbourhood
Partnership and Translink. It is the
west Belfast terminus for the Glider
and along with the new square
30 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

will act as the focal point for further
regeneration in Colin Town Centre.
The Judges said: A small transport
hub on the edge of the city of Belfast,
a seemingly unremarkable brief in
an equally unexceptional suburban
context. A site next to a busy road
devoid of any sense of the city or the
civic.
Through imagination and a
sophisticated architectural language
the architects have realised a
remarkable if modestly scaled civic
building. It appears suddenly and
emphatically as an exotic erratic
boulder at the side of the busy
Stewartstown Road. The form of the
roof invites the slope of the hill to the

north to cross the busy street onto the
site.
The building, albeit benefiting from a
very generous budget, is constructed
to last. It is effectively a double
concrete shell, the inner shell tinted a
pinkish terracotta, with thick granite
cladding to all elevations. The building
form adopts a generous attitude to the
community, convex facades to the
new square to the north and to
Stewartstown Road invite entry and
engagement. Large red granite framed
windows look out to hill and square
respectively.
The strength of the architecture will
inevitably be tested as the building is
more actively occupied by both client
FOLLOW US ON:
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Ian McKnight from Hall McKnight, Joan McCoy the President of the Royal Society
of Ulster Architects and Alastair Hall from Hall McKnight pictured outside the Ulster
Museum at the RSUA Design Awards 2019 with the Liam McCormick Prize for
Northern Ireland’s Building of the Year.

“Through imagination and a sophisticated
architectural language the architects have realised
a remarkable if modestly scaled civic building.”

and community. Already signage and
fittings out with the architect’s
influence have begun to litter the
internal spaces. The building and the
architect however are strong enough
not to be undermined by this accrual
of the everyday.
This is a confident and accomplished
work of architecture.”
Previous winners of the Liam
McCormick prize which honours the
best of Northern Irish architecture
include the Lyric Theatre Belfast, St
Bronagh’s Primary School in Rostrevor
and the Giant’s Causeway Visitor
Centre.
It was a triple success for Hall
McKnight as the project also won
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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the RSUA Living Places Award for its
demonstration of the qualities set out
in the Living Places planning guidance
and Richard Dougherty from the
practice was named Project Architect
of the Year for his work on the hub.
Ciarán Fox, RSUA Director, said “It
is critical to the health, happiness
and environmental wellbeing of our
communities that we continue to
enhance the architectural culture
in Northern Ireland. These awards
highlight the best and should inspire
clients, architects and policy makers to
push standards higher again.
“To ensure that local architects are
able to fulfil their full potential at
home rather than having to go away

to achieve their best work we must
invest in design, uphold high design
standards through the planning system
and reward creativity.
“I commend the clients and architects
involved in all eight shortlisted
projects and extend my particular
congratulations to the four winners.”
The RSUA Design Awards ceremony
took place at the Ulster Museum,
Belfast. The building’s 1960s
extension is considered to be a rare
example of 20th-century Northern Irish
architecture of international repute.
It was designed by the London office
of Francis Pym from 1963 with the
assistance of Portaferry man Paddy
Lawson and won a RIBA award in 1972.
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NORTHERN IRELAND’S ARCHITECTS CONTINUE TO PUSH THE BOUNDARIES…

This year’s RSUA Design Award winners…

T

he prize for Northern Ireland’s
House of the Year went to
McGonigle McGrath for
their House at Lessans, just outside
Saintfield.
McGurk Architects and ARdMackel
won an award for Raidió Fáilte –
Lionra Uladh, a new facility for the
radio station which serves the Gaelic
speaking community across Ulster.
The building which includes a café,
exhibition space and garden brings
‘front door’ activity back to Divis
Street in Belfast. Raidió Fáilte also
won the Client of the Year for their
enthusiasm and energy.
The final award went to Grimshaw
32 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

Architects for Belfast City Quays 2. It
is the second speculative commercial
office building by Belfast Harbour
Commissioners as part of a wider
development of Belfast Harbour
around Clarendon docks. The £15m
building provides eight stories of
flexible workspace and, due to its
excellent energy performance and
local sourcing. It also picked up the
Sustainability Award.
Other shortlisted projects that did not
win an award: 65-67 Fitzroy Avenue
by Studio Rogers, Killyleagh Castle
by Alastair Coey Architects, The HMS
Caroline, Thompson Dock Pumphouse
and Alexandra Dock by Consarc

Design and Number 50 by McGarry
Moon
The RSUA Design Awards 2019 judges
were: Alan Jones, former RSUA
President and incoming President of
Royal Institute of British Architects
(RIBA). (Architect from Northern
Ireland), Neil Gillespie, Director,
Reiach and Hall Architects, Edinburgh.
RIBA appointed judge & panel
Chair (Architect from Britain), Liam
Tuite, Chair of the Royal Institute of
Architects of Ireland (RIAI) Architecture
and Communications Committee.
(Architect from Republic of Ireland)
and Suzanne Lyle, Head of Visual Arts,
Arts Council NI. (Lay judge)
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“The house belies any notion that an
expensive budget is somehow the
gateway to excellence.”

McGONIGLE McGRATH
FOR HOUSE AT LESSANS,
SAINFIELD

McGURK ARCHITECTS AND
ARDMACKEL FOR RAIDIO FAILTE
– LIONRA ULADH, BELFAST

House of the Year
Small Project of the Year

Client of the Year

About: A beautiful new house
sits within a carefully orchestrated
architectural ensemble formed of
an existing barn, a new fore court,
a discrete bedroom block with
private courtyard and expansive
living spaces which look out
onto a wonderful green rolling
landscape.
Judges said: “The architects have
shown remarkable restraint and
skill in creating a family home
that exudes calm, dignity and
generosity.The house belies any
notion that an expensive budget
is somehow the gateway to
excellence.”
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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About: A remarkable project in a
very demanding location, adjacent to
the busy Westlink at the junction with
the Falls Road. It is brick externally
with gold anodised perforated sliding
screens which close the building up
at night. During the day the screens
slide to reveal a popular café on the
ground floor.
Judges said: “The enthusiasm and
energy of the client is infectious
and characterises this project. There
was a recognition by the client of
the value and role of good design
in creating a facility that not only
functions well but sends out a
positive message and invitation to
the broader community.”

GRIMSHAW ARCHITECTS
FOR BELFAST CITY QUAYS 2
Sustainability Award
About: The building addresses
the dock edge with commercial
units at the ground floor thereby
adding activity and colour to the
waterfront walkway.
Judges said: “This project
is enlivened by the skill and
enthusiasm that the architects
had brought to this ubiquitous
brief. They were assisted in this
ambition by their client, Belfast
Harbour Commissioners, who
understood the potential of this
particular site on the waterfront.”

“This project is enlivened by the skill
and enthusiasm that the architects
had brought to this ubiquitous brief.
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NEW BRANCH MANAGER AND SALES MANAGER AT MACBLAIR BOUCHER…

Striving for excellence

W

e continually strive for
excellence and that is one
thing that won’t change at
MacBlair Boucher.
Those are the words of new Branch
Manager, Mark Thompson who is
determined that he and his team will
continue to carry the baton as the
group’s flagship branch.
Mark took over his role as Branch
Manager at MacBlair Boucher on May
1 but he brings with him a wealth of
experience having worked for the
group for almost 10 years.
“I began in the yard then moved to
the counter and on to Sales before
becoming a Sales Rep, Sales Manager
and now Branch Manager,” said
Mark.
“Having this experience, which has let
me see every aspect of the business,
is a big help. I can see all sides when
I need to make decisions and this will
benefit both the branch and myself.
“We want to be continually improving
how we operate but that has always
been the approach at MacBlair’s.
There is a strong team at Boucher
with a good mix of youth and
experience and we are determined to
carry the baton for the group as the
flagship branch.”
Mark’s move to Branch Manager
created an opening for a Sales
Manager and again MacBlair’s were
able to fill the position internally
with someone who brings great
experience to the position.
“Alison Kelly has taken over as Sales
Manager and again she has great
experience having worked in the sales
office for the past eight years,” said
Mark.
“She will be looking after the sales
teams and sales reps and will be
keeping me updated on progress.”

Alison Kelly, Sales Manager.

Mark Thompson, Branch Manager.

“There is a strong team at Boucher with a good mix of youth
and experience and we are determined to carry the baton
for the group as the flagship branch.”
MacBlair Boucher continues to
perform well despite being positioned
within a very competitive market.
Mark believes it is a combination
of a newly refurbished site and the
fact they have four elements of the
building industry all on the one
site that sets them apart from the
competition.
“We have strong teams with great
knowledge across the four elements
– MacBlair Plumbing, MacBlair Civils,
Watershed Bathroom & Tiles and
MacBlair Building Merchants,” said
Mark.
“On top of that with the recent
refurbishment of the site I honestly
believe we have the best site in
the country. But we know there is

always room for improvement and we
continually strive to be better for our
customers.”
Other elements which Mark believes
sets MacBlair Boucher apart from the
competition include the product range
the business can offer.
“We have a wide range of products
available including a number of
specialist ranges,” said Mark. “We
have a sizeable yard and can carry all
the stock we need, our showroom has
a dedicated warehouse so we really
are a one-stop-shop option for our
customers.”
The company is also strong logistically
with a fleet of vehicles well positioned
to get stock to customers in a timely
manner.

MacBlair Boucher, 4 Balmoral Road, Belfast. BT12 6QA.
T: +44 (0)28 9055 1379
www.macblair.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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The team at Killowen Contracts.

FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS AS A FAMILY BUSINESS TO BECOMING A
MAJOR CONTRACTOR...

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS

COMPANY PROFILE - KILLOWEN CONTRACTS LTD

Killowen Contracts Ltd celebrates
45 years in business

F

orty-five years after
brothers John and Noel
McGivern began their
business in Warrenpoint,
Killowen Contracts Ltd has
grown to become a major
building, civil engineering
and fit-out contractor, with an
annual turnover exceeding £15
million and very clear plans
for further expansion in the
Republic of Ireland increasing
sales to over £20 million per
year.
“We started with two
diggers but then in a natural

progression, we moved into the
construction industry,” said Noel
McGivern.
It was very much a family
business, with John’s wife
Margaret serving as company
secretary until her retirement in
2016.
Whilst John and Noel have
stepped back from the dayto-day running of the business
the family ethos remains with
John’s sons, Damien and Maurice
and Noel’s son, Brian - now
shareholders and directors.
Maurice and Brian’s wives,

Ann and Marion, also take an
active role in the company
in office management and
administration duties, and
the third generation of the
McGivern family has joined
the company with Maurice’s
son, John coming on board
following his graduation as an
engineer.
The family culture extends
throughout the company with
many employees having been
at Killowen Contracts for over
10 years. “We have been very
lucky to have wonderful staff g

Killowen Contracts Ltd, 35 Bridge Road, Burren, Newry, BT34 3QT.
Tel: +44 (0)28 4175 3378 - Email: construction@killowencontracts.co.uk
www.killowencontracts.co.uk
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ENGINEERING
SOLUTIONS
JD McGEOWN HAS BUILT UP
VAST EXPERIENCE ACROSS A
DIVERSE ARRAY OF PROJECTS,
PROVIDING ELECTRICAL
ENGINEERING SERVICES IN THE
FOLLOWING SECTORS:
• Community and ecclesiastical
• Commercial
• Education
• Healthcare
• Hospitality and leisure
• Industrial
• Retail
SERVICES...
• Electrical Contracting
• Measured Term Contract
• Building Information Modelling
• Sustainable Technologies
Congratulations to Killowen Contracts
celebrating 45 years in business.

JD McGeown Ltd

HEAD OFFICE: BELFAST
T: 028 9068 1176

L’DERRY
T: 028 7181 2185

DUBLIN
T: 00353 (0)1691 7431

E: info@jdmcg.co.uk
www.jdmcg.co.uk

Founders of Killowen Contracts John, Margaret and Noel McGivern.

g

down through the years; staff
who have been very loyal and
remained with us for a long
time,” said John.
Andrew Knapton who joined
the company 12 years ago as
a graduate was appointed as a
Director in 2016.
The company now employs
around 40 staff, with 11
employees based at the
headquarters in Burren, but it
wasn’t always like this.
“When we started, Noel, John
and I operated out of our home
and would employ a Quantity
Surveyor on a temporary basis,”
said Margaret. “Today we
are all very proud of how the
company is progressing under
the current directors.”
The fledgling firm’s first big
job came when Down Council
employed it to construct a
new play park in Downpatrick.
Contracts followed at
Downpatrick Hospital with the

construction of a new kitchen
where the years have gone,” said
block and in Lurgan where they
John.
built a new library.
“Noel and I always had a great
Prestigious jobs ensued,
working relationship, we never
including the Newry Library
had any major problems and the
which
craic was always
celebrated its
very good.’’
“We have been
35th anniversary
The industry
very lucky to have is almost
this year. Other
memorable
unrecognisable
wonderful staff
projects include
in many ways
the construction
compared to when
down through
of St Joseph’s
John and Noel
the years; staff
Church in
went into business
Carryduff and
45 years ago.
who have been
the major
“The biggest
very loyal and
refurbishment
changes are
of the Church
centred around
remained with us
of the Most
new technology,
for
a
long
time.”
Holy Redeemer
the planning
- Clonard
processes,
Monastery in Belfast which
legislation and administration,”
comprised extensive specialist
said Director, Damien McGivern.
conservation work to both the
“The work itself hasn’t really
external façade and interior.
changed but there is certainly a
“When you look back at all
lot about the industry which is
those jobs it is hard to see
different now.” g

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS
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Killowen Contracts Ltd, 35 Bridge Road, Burren, Newry, BT34 3QT.
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KILLOWEN CONTRACTS LTD ASSOCIATES

SPECIALISTS IN
• Aluminium Windows & Doors
• Shop Fronts
• Curtain Walling
• Lift and Slide & Bi-Fold Doors
• Roof Systems
Congratulations to Killowen Contracts
celebrating 45 years in business.
Bann Architectural Systems Ltd,
81 Halfway Road,
Banbridge, BT32 4HB.
T: 028 9269 8855
E: info@bann-systems.co.uk
www.bannarchitectural.co.uk

SPECIALISTS IN
TROCAL, ZINC AND
COPPER ROOFING
Congratulations to Killowen Contracts on their 45th
Anniversary in business and we look forward to many more
successful years working together,
from all at Rowan Roofing Company.

Unit 61 Glenwood Business Park,
Dunmurry, BT17 0YU
T: 028 9061 5520
E: info@rowanroofing.com
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Looking at the plans for The Junction are Andrew Knapton, Paul
McClorey and Noel McGivern.

KILLOWEN CONTRACTS ENCOURAGES TEAM PROGRESSION THROUGH
ONGOING TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

Killowen invests in its employees
and the community
With such a strong family ethos
running through the core of the
business it is no surprise that it
has a very small turnover of staff.
“We are committed to investing
in our staff and their continual
professional development –
to build a strong and diverse
workforce,” said Director, Brian
McGivern. “This is underpinned
by our Investors in People
accreditation which we have held
since 2014.
“Our dedicated staff help to
generate positive working
relationships with both design
teams and clients.
“All of our Directors are
personally and pro-actively
involved at every stage of our

projects. They manage and
oversee the carefully selected
contract teams and encourage
stakeholder engagement.
Building a rapport with
stakeholders to ensure repeat
business is crucial and forms a
huge part of our procurement
and tendering processes.’’
And while each job is directorled there are no shortages of
opportunities for staff to excel.
Brian added, “Staff are
empowered to rise to whatever
challenge they face. We try
to ensure high levels of staff
satisfaction as it is important
that everyone is pulling in the
same direction. Our mission
is to provide employees with

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS

COMPANY PROFILE - KILLOWEN CONTRACTS LTD

an honest and helpful working
environment, give them
responsibility and encourage
all of our team to progress
through our ongoing training and
development plans.’’
All site staff are fully accredited
under City & Guilds or NVQ and
encouraged to look to continual
professional development. A
number of employees have also
completed Level 5, 6 & 7 NVQ’s,
Masters degrees and became
Chartered members of their
relevant construction bodies.
Andrew is a prime example of
the opportunities on offer to
all staff at Killowen Contracts.
He joined the company as a
graduate in 2007 and has g

Killowen Contracts Ltd, 35 Bridge Road, Burren, Newry, BT34 3QT.
Tel: +44 (0)28 4175 3378 - Email: construction@killowencontracts.co.uk
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KILLOWEN CONTRACTS LTD ASSOCIATES

ESTABLISHED 2005

• Fire Stopping
• Fire Compartmentation
• Air Sealing

• Penetration Sealing
• Sound Insulation
• Cleaning Services

Best Wishes to Killowen Contracts on
celebrating 45 Years in business
Fire Stop and Seal, 231A, Castle Road,
Randalstown, Co. Antrim BT41 2EB
T: 028 9447 8674
E: info@firestopandseal.com
www.firestopandseal.com

MAURICE GLASGOW
ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
CONTRACTOR
Is pleased to be associated with
Killowen Contracts and wish them
continued success in the future.

Maurice Glasgow, Hillview, Killycurragh,
Cookstown, BT80 9LR
Tel. 028 8675 1488
Mob. 07971 816310
Email. mg@dmgelectrics.co.uk
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“Everyone at the company buys into the team culture and desires to complete
projects to the highest standards of workmanship.’’

g

progressed to take on the
role of Director following
completion of a number of
professional development
programmes, including an
MSc in Construction & Project
Management.
‘’The company has extremely
low levels of staff turnover. A lot
of people have joined Killowen
in my time but not too many
have left as we have expanded.
This is testament to the family
ethos and team approach
implemented not only by Brian,
Damien and Maurice but also
John and Noel before them,”
said Andrew.
“I have been afforded many
great opportunities by them
and always given the chance
to take on responsibility and
accountability, while working
on some very technical builds.
Everyone at the company
buys into the team culture and
desires to complete projects
to the highest standards of

workmanship.’’
Killowen has worked to develop
an integrated management
system, internationally certified
under ISO9001, ISO14001 &
OHSAS18001. They are also
a Gold Level Constructionline
member and are looking to
increase their certification going
forward.
As well as investing in their staff,
Killowen Contracts also takes
its place within the South Down
community very seriously.
“We have a strong belief in
sustainability and investment
in the local community,” said
Maurice McGivern. “We want
to deliver social, economic
and environmental value on all
projects, therefore maximising
the positive impact we have on
the communities we work in.”
Killowen currently works closely
with a number of local schools
including St Mark’s High School
in Warrenpoint in delivering the
Career Ready Programme for

students, preparing them for
working life after school and
further education.
Maurice noted, ‘’These
programmes are great and
offer students the chance to
experience working life before
they enrol in further education.
At the minute, we have a
graduate, part-time student
and a work experience student
and will look to help them
develop in their earliest years of
employment.’’
The company also sponsors
the school’s Young Enterprise
Programme, along with a number
of other schools and sports
teams.
Damien added, ‘As a company,
we continually look to invest in
the local community and help
out where we can. Whether it be
through sponsorship or through
provision of opportunities for
site visits and tours, we will try
to accommodate as much as we
can.’’ g

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS
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KILLOWEN CONTRACTS LTD ASSOCIATES

ALL TYPES OF WINDOWS AND DOORS
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

•
•
•
•
•
•

Managed IT Services
Network Solutions
Cloud Service Provider
Critical Data Protection
Infrastructure Management
IT Support Services

“Congratulations Killowen Contracts on
45 years of excellence in your field”

Best wishes to Killowen Contracts
celebrating 45 years in business.
T: 07584 057797
E: hannaplasticsltd@btinternet.com
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The Lanyon Building at Queen’s University Belfast

Bagenal’s Castle, Newry.

Maryland Healthcare Centre, Belfast.

McDonald’s Drive-Thru and Restaurant, Antrim.

KILLOWEN CONTRACTS LTD HAS PLANS FOR FURTHER EXPANSION AS THE
BUSINESS TARGETS MORE PROJECTS IN THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND...

Killowen targets further expansion
The company is strategically
planning to scale up over the
next three to five years with a
target of exceeding £20 million
turnover in 2021, and anticipated
growth around 20% per annum.
Although determined to retain
their existing client base and
levels of growth in Northern
Ireland the company is targeting
more projects in the Republic
and especially Dublin.
The construction industry is
enjoying approximately seven
percent growth year-on-year
in the Republic compared to
just 0.5 percent north of the
border. Tens of billions of Euros
are being spent across the
industry and Killowen Contracts
is determined to be a position to
secure some of this work.

“From a strategic point of
view the market in Dublin is
very attractive to us, but we
also recognise that it is very
competitive,” said Director, Brian
McGivern.
“We have excellent networks
with design teams, architects
and clients right across Northern
Ireland but we want to build
similar networks in the south and
really broaden our network and
increase our Republic of Ireland
trade by about 30 percent.
“It is important for us to have a
presence in the south even from
the perspective of people seeing
our vans on the road, our site
hoardings and becoming familiar
with our projects.”
The company is confident across
all sectors of the industry but

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS
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the Killowen senior management
team believes it can excel in the
Republic with its ability to take
on large scale heritage projects
including specialist conservation
and restoration works.
“We have just finished extensive
refurbishment works on the
Grade A listed Lanyon Building at
Queen’s University Belfast - one
of the most prominent buildings
in Northern Ireland,” said Brian
McGivern.
“This was a big project for us,
working on a building of such
architectural and symbolic
importance. It has been a
defining project within our
company, demonstrating our
ability to work with a building of
such prestige while incorporating
both modern building techniques g

Killowen Contracts Ltd, 35 Bridge Road, Burren, Newry, BT34 3QT.
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KILLOWEN CONTRACTS LTD ASSOCIATES

Congratulations to Killowen Contracts
celebrating 45 years in business.
Hillside Interiors Ltd, 19 Ballyardle Road, Kilkeel,
Newry, BT34 4JX, County Down.
Tel: 028 41763104 - E: info@hillsideinteriors.co.uk
www.hillsideinteriors.co.uk

Elite
DOORS LIMITED

QUALITY MATERIALS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

We provide a wide variety of highly skilled services,
including high performance doorsets, x-ray doorsets,
door protection, screens, glazing to doors
and pvc encapsulated doors.
Congratulations to Killowen Contracts celebrating
45 years in business.
Unit 3, Rathenraw Ind Estate, Antrim, BT41 2SJ.
T: 028 9446 6422 - E: elitedoors@yahoo.com
www.elite-doors.co.uk
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Clonard Monastery, Belfast.

g

and also using traditional
building methods as much as we
can.’’
Director, Maurice McGivern
added, ‘’During the two-year
contract at Queen’s we have
been able to show high capability
in meeting our client needs,
stakeholder engagement and
satisfaction as well as the highest
levels of craftsmanship. We take
great pride in our workmanship
and work in collaboration with
all team members to consistently
deliver excellence and value in
time, cost and quality during all
of our contracts, public or private
across all sectors we work in
including healthcare, education
and commercial.’’
Killowen Contracts also has a
number of awards underlining
their excellence. Last year
they were High Commended
in the Family Business of the
Year category at the First Trust
Business Eye Small Business
Awards and also at the Business

Eye Business Awards.
The company is already planning
a period of strong investment in
people, plant and equipment to
meet the increased demand.
Damien noted, “We have seen
a sharp increase in demand of
labour and plant over the past
number of years which we expect
to increase.’’
Killowen Contracts is in a
busy period with a number
of major jobs ongoing. Fresh
from completing the Lanyon
Building at Queen’s University
the company is now working on
another Lanyon building at St
Philip’s & St James’ Church in
Holywood.
They are also working on a £2.4
million contract to reconfigure
the service road and car-parking
at The Junction in Antrim. At the
same site they are constructing
a new Nando’s restaurant along
with a TGI Friday’s diner and
Starbucks drive-thru in a £1.5
million contract.

The close-knit staff at Killowen
Contracts have been left
saddened by two deaths over
the past eight months.
To show their support for
the grieving families Killowen
Contracts took part in the
Mourneway Marathon in early
June. Thirty members of staff,
friends and family took on the
challenge and so far, have
raised around £30,000 for
Macmillan Cancer Support,
Life & Time and the Children’s
Cancer Charity.
The company is on several
Health & Social Care Trusts
frameworks and works
across the Healthcare sector,
delivering projects in acute
hospital environments with
critically ill patients such as
the Haematology bedrooms
which were completed at
The Royal Belfast Hospital
for Sick Children in 2017, in
partnership with the Children’s
Cancer Charity.
“When you work on jobs like
this you always want to give
something back and try, in
a practical way, to make life
comfortable for the young
people in such environments,”
said Director Brian McGivern.
“We have always tried to
give something back to
these great charities who do
such wonderful work in such
difficult times, so following
my personal loss and Andrew
Hicks mother’s tragic passing
we decided to try to raise as
much money as we could in
support of the three charities.
We would like to sincerely
thank all of our supporters
who have donated.” g

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Staff reach new
heights for charities
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D-SCAFF LTD
HYGIENIC PVC WALL CLADDING
• Over 30 years of industry 		
experience
• Comprehensive range of 		
systems available to meet
all specifications
• Suppliers of C/S Acrovyn 		
wall, door and corner 		
protection systems
• All systems installed to the
highest industry standards
Best wishes to Killowen Contracts in celebrating 45 years
in business and continued success for the future.
Wall Cladding Services, 14 Ashely Park, Newtownabbey,
Co. Antrim BT36 5SA
T: 028 9083 9103 - M: 07740 741367
E: donald@wallcladdingservices.com
www.wallcladdingservices.com

D-Scaff Ltd have been supplying, erecting and
dismantling scaffolding throughout the whole of Ireland
since 2002. We offer a professional and reliable service,
carried out to the highest of safety standards, at a
competitive price.
Congratulations Killowen Contracts, we thank you for
choosing D-Scaff for your scaffolding needs and look
forward to continuing to support your future projects.
D-Scaff Ltd, 9 Altnaveigh Road, Newry, BT35 8PY.
Tel: 028 3026 6957
Email: d-scaff@btconnect.com
www.dscaff-scaffolding.co.uk

• Commercial Photography
• Competitive Prices
• Aerial Photography Available

m: 078411 93866
e: gordon@kmpltd.co.uk

48 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

The Lanyon Building at Queen’s University Belfast

Maryland Healthcare Centre, Belfast.

g

Projects round-up

K

illowen Contracts are
currently involved in a
number of prestigious
contracts.
They include the £450,000
redevelopment of Warrenpoint
Harbour Town Dock House
and the £1.5 million project
to construct a Nando’s, TGI
Fridays and Starbucks DriveThru at The Junction in Antrim.
Also at The Junction they are
carrying out the £2.40 million
reconfiguration of the service
road and car parking .
Other current projects include:
Modern Tyres Depot, Belfast
- £1.35million, St Philips &
St James Church, Holywood
- £310k, Murdock’s Builders

Merchants, Finglas, Dublin –
€500k.
Killowen Contracts has also
recently completed a number
of high profile projects such
as the £4.55 million specialist
conservation and restoration
works at Queen’s University
Belfast’s Lanyon Building.
At The Junction in Antrim they
constructed a McDonald’s
restaurant and carried out
work at Custom House
Newry, Marylands Healthcare
Centre, Clonard Monastery,
Belfast and Dundalk
Stadium’s extension. They
also completed Fitout work
at Specsavers, Dolce Vita and
Lotus Group in Banbridge.

Burren Community Centre.

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS
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Custom House, Newry.

Minor Dissection Rooms,
Queens University Belfast

Specsavers Rebrand, NI & ROI.

Lotus Homes Head Office, Banbridge.

McDonald’s Drive-Thru and Restaurant, Antrim.
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TWO LEADING BRANDS COMBINE FORCES TO OFFER THE COMPLETE
SOLUTION…

Doorways focus on the future
with confidence

D

OORWAYS based
in Belfast is a new
collaboration of MB
Architectural and MoffettThallon, two long established
and leading suppliers of
architectural ironmongery,
doors, electronic access control
systems and door automation
to the construction industry in
Northern Ireland.
The new venture has been
founded on a philosophy
of supplying good quality,
competitively priced products
which are backed by a level
of service and management
which is second to none.
Doorways focus on interpreting
client needs and providing
advice in selecting the right
products to achieve the best

possible project outcome.
This new chapter in the Doorways
story will also bring with it a
new retail showroom and trade
counter set to get underway
this summer. They have also
introduced a new lock centre as
an extension of their Architectural
Ironmongery department, and
as Doorways continue to roll out
their new brand the company has
also invested in three new HGV
vehicles to cement their place
as Northern Ireland’s largest
distributor of doors into the
construction sector.
The company, a trading division
within the MacBlair Group/
Grafton PLC, also provides a
top class scheduling service to
architects as they deliver the
best solutions for each job.

Coupled with this they also offer
CPD (Continued Professional
Development) training through
their GAI qualified staff to
architects so they can keep upto-date with their knowledge of
regulations and certification.

Products & Services
• Interior & Exterior doors
• High Performance 		
Commercial Door sets
• Fire Doors
• General & Architectural
Ironmongery
• Floors
• Skirting & Architrave
• Access Control Systems
• Door Automation Systems
• Locks & Cylinder Systems
• Intumescent/Acoustic Seals g

YOUR LOCAL DOOR SPECIALIST

COMPANY PROFILE - DOORWAYS

T: 028 9032 2802
E: Robert.mcneill@doorways.co.uk
www.doorways.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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DOORWAYS NORTHERN IRELANDS LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR OF DOORS AND
DOOR SETS TO THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY…

Doors and door sets

W

ith over 50 years’
experience specifying
and supplying doors
it will come as no surprise that
Doorways is the largest door
distributor in Northern Ireland. By
building strong relationships with
leading manufacturers such as
Bridgman IBC, Performance Door
Set Solutions Ltd, JELD-WEN UK,

as well as importing their own
range of door designs, Doorways
can deliver bespoke solutions for
projects across the residential
and commercial sectors.
Doorways residential projects
range from bespoke one off
residences to large social
housing sites. Commercially the
contracts team can supply doors
to the healthcare,
education and leisure
sectors. Doorways will
work with you from
inception through
to completion on
site with specialist
technical support at
every stage of the
project.
The company refuses
to compromise on
quality no matter

what sector it supplies and in an
industry which is ever-changing
especially in the aftermath of
the Grenfell Tower tragedy,
Doorways has maintained
its meticulous approach to
traceability and compliance,
ensuring it remains a safe choice
for both trade and domestic
customers.

Door & Door Set Projects
• Methodist College – 		
McArthur Hall
• Culloden Hotel
• Stanmillis Evangelical 		
Presbyterian Church
• Grassy Meadows – Sheltered
Housing, London
• Randox – Clinical Building
• Botanic Studios – Student
Accommodation g

YOUR LOCAL DOOR SPECIALIST

COMPANY PROFILE - DOORWAYS

T: 028 9032 2802
E: Robert.mcneill@doorways.co.uk
www.doorways.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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FULLY CERTIFIED THIRD PARTY APPROVED ‘IN HOUSE’ JOINERY SERVICE…

Joinery Department

R

ecent figures showed
that the joinery sales at
the company have risen
by 20%, an increase which
demonstrates customers are
opting for Doorways’ certified
joinery product and excellent
customer service. The increased
business going through the
joinery department saw
Doorways recently invest in
a new edge-bander machine
to help them keep pace with
demand.
Doorways is certified by Certifire
to cut into and glaze fire doors.

Fire doors are often the first
line of defence in a fire and
their correct specification,
maintenance and management
can be the difference between
life and death for a building’s
occupants.
The Certifire Scheme is the
leading authority on fire door
safety. Constant testing and
assessment of fire doors is
necessary to ensure that
products will perform to the
stated fire rating. As part of their
Certifire accreditation Doorways
are rigorously audited, providing

specifiers with the added
security and confidence in the
products being supplied. The
BWF (British Woodworking
Federation) aims to increase the
standard of fire doors installed
in the UK and to educate the
construction industry about
the importance of third party
certification of fire doors and
passive fire protection systems.
Through its membership,
Doorways is helping to
convince the industry that only
certificated companies should
be used in the UK. g

YOUR LOCAL DOOR SPECIALIST

COMPANY PROFILE - DOORWAYS

T: 028 9032 2802
E: Robert.mcneill@doorways.co.uk
www.doorways.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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COMPANY PROFILE - DOORWAYS

DOORWAYS HAS THE EXPERTISE TO PROVIDE IRONMONGERY SOLUTIONS…

D

oorways Architectural is
a premier architectural
solutions provider to the
commercial, education, health,
housing, retail and leisure sectors
of the construction industry.
Doorways Architectural
ironmongery business has a
long and established reputation
in the Province. The businesses’
roots can be traced back to the
1870s and a company called
“Joseph Blair” which operated
as a hardware merchant out of
Church Lane, Belfast. In 2005
the company rebranded as MB
Architectural and relocated
to Falcon Road, Belfast. Last
year the business merged with
Moffett-Thallon to create the new
entity of Doorways a specialist
doors and ironmongery division
of the MacBlair group. Under
this umbrella the Doorways
Architectural division incorporates
a fully operational access
control department; an ASSA
lock centre as well as full team
of architectural ironmongers,

schedulers and estimators.
Best practise is widely considered
to mean only sourcing door
ironmongery that is third party
certified. All parts including doors,
hinges, closers, locks, intumescent
seals, panic hardware, door
furniture, hold-open and freeswing devices and signage should
all be third party approved to
provide an assurance that these
products are fit-for-purpose.
Doorways can provide tailored
solutions for each job, whether it is
for an individual home or a major
multi-door project. Staff have the
experience to offer expert advice
to clients while making sure that
all certifications are adhered to
without compromising on the
architectural vision of the project.
“It is important for us to be able
to match in with the architect’s
vision for a building while also
considering the practical needs
and the relevant regulations that
need to be met,” said Doorways
Sales Manager, Robert McNeill.
“For the contractor, their needs

are different from job to job and
we work closely with them to
find out how best to deliver the
products to site. We back this up
with regular site visits and, where
necessary, amend schedules
to match their requirements.
It’s all part of our partnership
approach.”

Ironmongery Projects
• Hillsborough Castle
• Killeavey Castle
• Portland 88 Apartments,
Belfast
• Maldron Hotel – Newcastle
• Hampton Hilton - Edinburgh
• Sacred Heart Primary School

Lock Centre
Doorway Architectural recognises
that service is key in the
provision of cylinders and master
key systems. Having recently
invested in a new in-house ASSA
Lock Centre, lead times and
exact client requirements can
be achieved to suit the most
demanding build programme.
Doorways Architectural can
supply Euro, UK, Scandinavian

Oval, Round and Rim cylinders
with a choice of pin tumbler
mechanisms to ensure
convenience and security of the
building is not compromised.
The new on-site cylinder
assembly facility enabled the
Architectural Ironmongery
department to ensure that jobs
are turned around in a timely and
professional manner. Doorways’

ARCHITECTURAL SOLUTIONS

Ironmongery

lock centre provides secure
access solutions for professional
companies, local authorities and
schools. g
T: 028 9032 2802
E: Robert.mcneill@doorways.co.uk
www.doorways.co.uk

www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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BUSY ACCESS CONTROL AND AUTOMATIC DOOR DEPARTMENT AT
DOORWAYS …

Access Control and Automatic Doors

D

oorways has extensive
experience of installing
access control &
automatic door systems.
They also have a number of
prestigious service contracts
with schools, universities and
council buildings in every
county across the province.
Doorways recently invested
in a new app for their team of
engineers to drive efficiencies
and track jobs.

“Since the merger we have
introduced new processes
and we hope to look at more
ways to implement this type of
technology across our business,”
said Sales Manager Robert
McNeill. “Through the app we
can monitor jobs in real time
while also making sure that
we are fully compliant with BS
EN16005”. As members of
the Automatic Door Suppliers
Association (ADSA) Doorways
fully comply with the European
Standard that is the code of
practice for safety in use of
automatic doors for pedestrian
use. Fully automatic access
controls help create safe and
secure environments in buildings
such as schools, nursing homes
and offices and come in a
number of different options
from keypad controls to buzzer

entry systems. Doorways access
control and door automation
solutions can also assist building
owners in complying with the
requirements of The Equality
Act 2010 and the guidelines
within BS 8300:2009. Their
technical team will provide a
comprehensive access audit
schedule and co-ordinate your
egress control, digital entry
phone and automatic door
operator systems.

Access Control &
Automatic Door
Projects
•
•
•
•
•
•

ARCHITECTURAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY PROFILE - DOORWAYS

HMS Caroline
Campbell College
NI Hospice
Salt Hotel
Queens University
Fitzwilliam Hotel

T: 028 9032 2802
E: Robert.mcneill@doorways.co.uk
www.doorways.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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NEWS

BELFAST MET
TAKES CENTRE
STAGE IN ITALY
Belfast Met energy
project BIMcert was centre
stage in Italy recently at
the ‘Sustainable Places
2019’ event in Cagliari.
SP2019’s focus was on
designing, building and
retrofitting the places we
live and work in a more
sustainable way.
Keynote speaker Paul
McCormack, Belfast Met’s
BIMcert Programme
Manager highlighted how
the market demand for
upskilling will empower
the use of BIM in
construction.
BIMcert is a European
wide project funded by
the European Union’s
Paul McCormack, Belfast Met’s BIMcert Programme Manager.
Horizon 2020 research
programme. The project
at all stages of the process,” said
aims to provide a training and
Paul McCormack. “The aim is to
qualification for the skills required
develop a European Framework
to support the implementation of
recognised and accredited with
BIM (Building Information Modelling)
BIMcert’s learning modules. BIM
across the construction chain.
is a digital platform to optimise
“We want to engage with the entire
the building lifecycle and I hope to
construction sector supply chain to
learn from the Italian construction
raise awareness of how BIMcert can
experience.”
drive sustainable energy efficiency

CONSTRUCTION
APPRENTICESHIP
STARTS DROP BY
ALMOST HALF
The Government must review its
approach after statistics revealed that
construction apprenticeship starts have
plummeted by almost half, says the
Federation of Master Builders (FMB).
In March 2019 there were only 694
construction, planning and the built
environment apprenticeship starts
compared with 1,247 in March 2018.
Brian Berry, Chief Executive of the
Federation of Master Builders, said:
“Construction apprenticeship starts
have suffered a serious hit and we
now need decisive action from the
Government in order to reverse
this decline. The Government must
accept the recommendation made
in the Review of Post-18 Education
and Funding, to make provision
for full funding, at all ages, for first
qualifications at Level 2 and 3.
“If Ministers want to achieve their
target of three million apprenticeship
starts by the end of next year, they must
review apprenticeship policy, including
the Apprenticeship Levy.”
“Of course the construction industry
itself must do more to rally around a
shared ambition to promote the industry
and all its merits, such as innovation,
design and entrepreneurship.”

PLANNING FEE HIKE IMPOSED
The Department for Infrastructure will apply an
inflationary increase in planning fees of approximately
1.99%, across all planning application fee categories,
from June 17, 2019.
The purpose of planning fees is to cover the cost of
processing planning applications. Planning fees have
remained unchanged since 2014. The fee increase is
essential to assist councils and the Department to cover
these processing costs.
When applied, the planning application fee to extend
your home will increase from £285 to £291; the fee to
build a single house will rise from £851 to £868; whilst
the fee for a developer building 50 houses will increase
by £356.
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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FMB NEWS

FMB CHIEF EXECUTIVE CALLS FOR ACTION AFTER MIGRATION ADVISORY
COMMITTEE FINDINGS…

‘Government must heed skills
shortages warning’

T

he Government must include key
construction roles in its Shortage
Occupation List following the
Migration Advisory Committee’s (MAC)
recognition of skills shortages in the
construction industry, according to the
Federation of Master Builders (FMB).
In a report published at the end
of May, the MAC has recognised
the important role the construction
industry plays in the UK economy and
that construction will require careful
consideration in a future immigration
system.
The MAC has included construction
as a sector that has a number of roles
in shortage that don’t meet the skills
criteria to be included in the current
Shortage Occupation List (SOL).
Commenting on the report Brian Berry,
Chief Executive of the FMB, said:
“We are pleased to see the Migration
Advisory Committee’s recognition
of the vital importance of the UK
construction industry, the high numbers
of EU workers in this sector and the
increasing struggle of construction
employers to find skilled workers.
However, it is shocking how few
construction roles were recommended
to be added to the Shortage
Occupation List, due to not meeting
the arbitrary definition of skill level.”
Brian concluded: “With 64 per cent
of construction SMEs struggling to
find bricklayers and 59 per cent not
being able to find quality carpenters,
skill shortages continue to plague
the industry. The Government should
now act on the MAC’s advice and
acknowledge these shortage areas

in the future immigration system. If
it does not, our shared ambition to
address the housing shortage will not
be possible.”
Commissioned by the Home
Secretary Sajid Javid, the MAC report
highlights how employers are finding
it increasingly difficult to recruit
for crucial positions especially as
uncertainty continues around Brexit.
“Shortages of labour from falling
supply could arise due to increasing
retirements or decrease in the
desirability of the job compared to
alternatives, or, perhaps a fall in the
availability of EEA migrants following
the EU referendum,” The report states.
MAC Chairman, Professor Alan
Manning , said: “Today’s Labour

market is very different to the one
we reviewed when the last SOL was
published in 2013. Unemployment
is lower and employers in various
industries are facing difficulties in
finding skilled people to fill their
vacancies.
“That is why we have recommended
expanding the SOL to cover a range of
occupations in health, information and
engineering fields.”
It should be noted that the current
recommendations are only applicable
under the current immigration system.
“We are recommending a full review
of the SOL once there is a clearer
picture of what the future immigration
system will look like,” Professor
Manning said.

Federation of Master Builders, Unit 10, Kilbegs Business Centre, Plasketts Close, Antrim, BT41 4LY
Tel: 028 9446 0416 - e-mail reception@fmb.org.uk
www.fmb.org.uk - www.findabuilder.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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COMPANY NEWS

CONSTRUCTION CONNECTOR MANUFACTURER SIMPSON STRONG-TIE IS CELEBRATING 25
YEARS IN THE UK, HELPING PEOPLE BUILD SAFER, STRONGER HOMES AND STRUCTURES. ...

Celebrating 25 years of excellence in the UK

S

impson launched
its European
operations
from well-established
beginnings in America,
where founder Barclay
Simpson created his
first joist hanger back in
1956. In 1998 a purposebuilt manufacturing
facility and head office
opened in Tamworth,
and subsequent
acquisitions in the UK,
Germany, France and Denmark have
established Simpson as a European
industry leader.
In 2009 Simpsons’ UKAS accredited
European Testing Laboratory opened,
which now conducts over 10,000
product tests annually.
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Managing Director Malcolm Paulson
says, “We believe that if we invest in
our people our customers will reap the
benefits. In my 14 years in role, I’ve
seen the business grow and flourish.
“Our range has extended to include
engineered structural connectors,

fasteners and fastening
systems, lateral-force
resisting systems
and bespoke one-off
products.
“The exciting thing is
that recent European
acquisitions in the
concrete repair market
can only help us grow
even further, bringing
the quality and service
for which we’re known
into new markets.
“In 25 years we’ve grown to over 600
employees with a presence in most
European countries, helping make
Simpson Strong-Tie the business it is
today.”
For more information log on to
www.strongtie.com

FOLLOW US ON:
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RICS AWARDS

A CELEBRATION OF THE TOP COMMUNITY-LED PROJECTS AT THE
NORTHERN IRELAND RICS AWARDS 2019…

T

he Mourne Wall Restoration Project has
been named ‘Project of the Year’ at the
RICS Awards 2019, Northern Ireland, which
celebrate the top, community-led built projects
and the talent behind them.
The reconstruction of the wall that consisted of
over 600 repairs along the entire 22 mile length,
came out top from a record 36 entries, winning
its category (Building Conservation) before being
named the overall Project of the Year Northern
Ireland, sponsored by Sika.
Hosted by Paul Clarke MBE, the RICS Awards
2019, Northern Ireland were held on the evening
of Thursday May 30, at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel, Belfast and the winners of all eight were
announced as:
• Building Conservation – Mourne Wall 		
Restoration Project, Co Down
• Commercial – River House, Belfast
• Community Benefit - Raidió Fáilte /
Líonra Uladh, Belfast
• Design through Innovation – DAERA, Ballykelly
• Infrastructure - The Blossom Children’s & 		
Young People Centre, Craigavon Area Hospital
• Regeneration – Let’s Go Hydro, Carryduff
• Residential - Northland Road Residential 		
Development, Derry
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

FOLLOW US ON:

• Tourism & Leisure - Grand Central Hotel, 		
Belfast
A number of Highly Commended certificates
were also handed out on the night to Omagh
Integrated Primary & Nursery School (Community
Benefit), and Milewater Road Service Centre,
Belfast (Infrastructure).
Chair of the RICS Awards 2019, Northern Ireland
judging panel, Michael Hannaway said: “A broad
range of creative and inspiring projects, of all
sizes and budgets, made the record-breaking
shortlist this year in Northern Ireland, highlighting
the great talent involved in shaping our built
environment. The winners are representative of
the best of our industry and include the most
innovative projects that are having such a strong
contribution on their local communities. The
teams behind the winning projects, and indeed
all our shortlisted projects, should be proud of
their achievements and positive impacts within the
region.”
All category winners will go on to compete
against other regional winners at the national RICS
Awards Grand Final on Friday October 4 at the
Royal Lancaster Hotel, London, for the chance
to be crowned the overall UK winner in their
respective category.

Awards

And the winners are
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RICS AWARDS

COMMERCIAL
WINNER: RIVER HOUSE, BELFAST

Awards

A

fter undergoing a
£12.6m refurbishment
River House stands at
the forefront of a new wave of
commercial development in
Belfast’s Cathedral Quarter.
No longer tired and dated,
the project has completely
transformed the original
building which was affected
at various times during ‘The
Troubles’ and was actually
originally constructed in the
late 1960’s on a former WWII
bombsite.
River House’s 14 storeys have

been completely transformed
to the highest specifications
and also achieved a BREEAM
Very Good rating. Delivered
by Malcolm Hollis, Povall
Worthington and Mac Group,
it offers co-working and private
office space for forwardthinking, innovative companies.
River House boasts an
array of modern facilities
including state-of-the-art
meeting rooms, an extensive
landscaped rooftop terrace,
a café and informal breakout
zones.

No longer tired and dated, the project has
completely transformed the original building which
was affected at various times during ‘The Troubles’
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Project Team...

SURVEYOR
T: 028 9043 6730
www.malcolmhollis.com

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9076 8706
www.povallworthington.com

CONTRACTOR
T: 028 3083 3533
www.mac-group.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

RICS AWARDS

INFRASTRUCTURE
WINNER: BLOSSOM CHILDREN & YOUNG
PEOPLE’S CENTRE, PORTADOWN

their children while visiting.
The Judges said: “The Blossom,
a dedicated paediatric ward
at Craigavon Area Hospital
presented an excellent example
of design quality. An extensive
consultation process with
end users delivered not only
a functional building but one
that provides a comforting
environment to facilitate healing
and recovery. The layout is
adaptable, with private rooms,
break-out spaces, play areas and
outdoor gardens. A very carefully
designed building and a model
for future paediatric facilities.”

“The Blossom, a dedicated paediatric ward at
Craigavon Area Hospital presented an excellent
example of design quality.”
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

FOLLOW US ON:

Project Team...

SURVEYOR
T: 028 9076 5959
www.curriebrown.com

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9024 5587
www.toddarch.com

DEVELOPER/CONTRACTOR
T: 028 3026 1134
www.felixohare.co.uk

Awards

T

he Blossom Children &
Young People’s Centre
new paediatric ward at
Craigavon Area Hospital marks
the first completed phase of a
major masterplan development,
offering a 19-bed inpatient ward,
a six-bed ambulatory care ward,
outpatient department, treatment
rooms, interview room and staff
support area. Bedrooms have
been designed to incorporate
fold down beds to enable parents
to stay overnight with their
children. The courtyard garden
provides a sheltered outdoor
space for parents to relax with
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RICS AWARDS

DESIGN THROUGH INNOVATION
WINNER: DAERA, BALLYKELLY

Awards

A

n innovative new
headquarters for
the Department of
Agriculture, Environment and
Rural Affairs has been created
on a former army barracks on
the eastern shore of Lough
Foyle. This 5,175m2 building
is based around a four-storey
heart with long radiating
three-storey wings and floors
above ground level extruding
beyond the building’s
footprint. Appropriately
scaled on a 9-acre site, this
striking building delivers a real

civic presence for the North
West along with community
engagement and local
economic benefit.
The Judges said: “Any visitor
arriving at this flat windswept
location in North Antrim will be
impressed at the way it melts
into the landscape. It is a joy to
visit and to work in. This new
office is designed to achieve
BREEAM ‘excellent’ rating. It is
developed to integrate energy
efficiency and sustainability
seamlessly and achieves just
that.”

“Designed to achieve BREEAM ‘excellent’ rating.
It is developed to integrate energy efficiency and
sustainability seamlessly and achieves just that.”
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Project Team...

SURVEYOR
T: 028 9077 9392
www.edmondshipway.com

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9033 4250
www.hamiltonarchitects.co.uk

DEVELOPER/CONTRACTOR
T: 028 3833 2807
www.turkington-construction.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

RICS AWARDS

PROJECT OF THE YEAR
WINNER: MOURNE WALL RESTORATION PROJECT

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

Restoration Project has brought
the wall back to its original
condition as it would have been
over 100 years ago.
Chair of the RICS Awards
2019, Northern Ireland judging
panel, Michael Hannaway said:
“The RPS Group and Geda
Construction project team has
successfully completed a lengthy
and thorough revival of this
historic landmark.
“Judges were impressed with
the blending of traditional
skills and craftsmanship with
modern surveying techniques
to return the wall to its original
condition. The team behind
it should be very proud as it
was no easy task, with such a
challenging landscape to work
within and many factors to
consider in ensuring minimised
environmental impact.”

FOLLOW US ON:

Project Team...

SURVEYOR/ ARCHITECT
T: 028 9066 7914
www.rpsgroup.com

CONTRACTOR
T: 028 8774 7600
www.geda.co.uk

Awards

T

he Mourne Wall Restoration
Project has been named
‘Project of the Year’ at
the RICS Awards 2019, Northern
Ireland.
The reconstruction of the wall,
that consisted of over 600 repairs
along the entire 22 mile length,
came out top from a record 36
entries, winning its category
(Building Conservation) before
being named the overall Project
of the Year Northern Ireland,
sponsored by Sika.
RICS judges commended
“the collaboration between
stakeholders to overcome
the many challenges in
completing the project, whilst
working to minimise impact
on the environment so future
generations can enjoy this
exceptional landmark”.
The extensive Mourne Wall
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RICS AWARDS

COMMUNITY BENEFIT
WINNER: RAIDIÓ FÁILTE /LÍONRA ULADH, BELFAST

Awards

C

omplete in October
2018, this new build
facility for Raidió Fáilte
provides a unique community
provision. ‘Community’ in this
case, is defined not as the local
neighbours, nor even West
Belfast, but rather the building
reaches out to the Gaelic
speaking community which
extends across the province
of Ulster and beyond. The
facility provides education,
vocational training, volunteering
opportunities and a platform
for other community-based
initiatives, directly improving the

lives of local people in an area
of multiple deprivation.
The Judges were impressed by
the Raidió Fáilte team’s clear
commitment to community
engagement and enrichment
programmes, facilitated by
their new building. “The award
winning Raidió Fáilte team
have worked tirelessly to build
an enviable and innovative
facility,” said the Judges. “It
is a leading example of how
design, client passion and
strategic vision can deliver
real and lasting community
benefit.”

“It is a leading example of how design, client
passion and strategic vision can deliver real and
lasting community benefit.”
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Project Team...
SURVEYOR
AD Surveyors
T: 028 7963 4734
www.adgroup.co

ARCHITECT
T: 028 7930 1126
www.mcgurk-architects.com

ARCHITECT
T: 07796 634714
www.ardmackelarchitects.com

DEVELOPER/CONTRACTOR
T: 028 9447 2387
www.clearycontracting.com
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

RICS AWARDS

REGENERATION
WINNER: LET’S GO HYDRO, CARRYDUFF

Cable Park and a Glampsite for
40 overnight pods.
The judges said: “Let’s Go
Hydro has spectacularly
regenerated Knockbracken
Reservoir. This low
environmental impact scheme
puts Carryduff and Northern
Ireland on the map with an,
almost unique within Europe,
invigorating outdoor experience.
This fantastic new visitor
attraction provides for the
local community, day trippers,
overnight stays and hosting
international championships.”

Project Team...

SURVEYOR/DEVELOPER
Belfast International
Watersports Ltd
T: 028 9069 0971
www.letsgohydro.com

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9024 8922
www.rmi.uk.com

“This low environmental impact scheme puts
Carryduff and Northern Ireland on the map with
an, invigorating outdoor experience.”
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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Awards

B

elfast International
Watersports Limited
commissioned a major
water sports and activity centre
at Knockbracken Reservoir,
a former industrial heritage
site. The resort has provided
a new lease of life to the
reservoir, associated former
superintendents’ house and
the local community. The
development includes several
new facilities which provide an
outdoor experience including
an Aqua Park with Boathouse
Café, a Canoe Polo Park, a
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RICS AWARDS

TOURISM & LEISURE
WINNER: GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL, BELFAST

Awards

G

rand in name and grand
in composition, Grand
Central Hotel evokes
the character of the past while
encapsulating Belfast’s vibrant
future. Standing majestically
in Bedford Street as Northern
Ireland’s largest hotel, and the
tallest commercial building
in Ireland, this £53m project
involved the transformation of
a 1970’s office block, Windsor
House, into a four- star hotel.
The Grand Central Hotel makes
use of the concrete frame of
the former office building to

establish a 23-storey hotel with
300 bedrooms.
The judges said: “This is an
absolutely fantastic building which
is custom designed and with the
highest spec in terms of finishes.
The standard of construction and
materials used is outstanding.
The project has provided
employment, raised economic
activity and is a landmark building
in the heart of the city centre. An
impeccable show of innovation of
design and functionality to appeal
to consumers from all over the
world.”

“This is an absolutely fantastic building which is
custom designed and with the highest spec in
terms of finishes.”
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Project Team...

SURVEYOR/
PROJECT MANAGER
T: 028 9066 7932
www.hmkni.com

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9024 5777
www.rpparchitects.co.uk

DEVELOPER/CONTRACTOR
T: 028 9268 9500
www.graham.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

RICS AWARDS

RESIDENTIAL
WINNER: NORTHLAND ROAD,
DERRY/ LONDONDERRY

and apartments and the use of
photovoltaic panels on the roofs.
The judges said: “Northland
Road, Derry is a worthy winner of
the Residential category due to its
excellent design and landscaping;
the re-use of a former
contaminated industrial site for
much needed high-quality social
housing including 22 apartments
for the over 55s; the children’s
play park; and the sense of place
and community which has been
created. Gregory Architects won
the scheme following a design
competition and their attention
to high quality detailing and
sustainability has been excellent.”

“Northland Road, Derry is a worthy winner of the
Residential category due to its excellent design
and landscaping.”
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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Project Team...
SURVEYOR
Andrew G. Crawford
& Company
T: 028 9077 4700

ARCHITECT
T: 028 9032 6548
www.gregoryarchitects.com

DEVELOPER/CONTRACTOR
T: 028 7962 8642
www.mjmcbride.co.uk

Awards

B

alliniskea Heights is a social
housing development
completed for Clanmil
Housing Association at Northland
Road, Derry/ Londonderry.
The scheme included sixtytwo one and two bedroom
apartments arranged in four
blocks around a formal square
and sixteen two and three
bedroom semidetached houses
arranged informally around an
open space incorporating a
children’s play area. Sustainable
technologies were included in
the design including the use of
mechanical ventilation with heat
recovery units in the houses
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GALGORM COTTAGE SUITES

PROJECT IN FOCUS

PRINCIPAL CONTRACTOR
THE HIGH-SPEC FINISHES THROUGHOUT ALL 11 COTTAGES ARE FAULTLESS
AND OF A STANDARD WHICH BEFITS THE GALGORM SPA & GOLF RESORT...

H

ugh J O’Boyle was the
principal contractor on
the Galgorm Spa & Golf
Resort project which saw the
building of 11 country cottages
and refurbishment of six existing
cottages within the estate.
The cottages were built using
traditional construction methods
to achieve a rustic country
cottage effect. The exterior also
saw sympathetic landscaping
and planting to help integrate
the new cottages into the natural
surroundings.
The interiors of these one, two
and three-bedroom cottages
were fully serviced and fitted

out to a very high spec. These
turnkey cottages were finished
throughout to a very exacting
standard including the use of
new technologies such as the
Heatboss system which allows
the properties to be heated
remotely and in selected rooms
from the hotel reception or,
when in guest use, from the
controls in the cottages.
Each cottage has been designed
to be contemporary yet
comfortable, boasting spacious
open plan living areas, which
include a fully equipped kitchen,
lounge and dining space, perfect
for modern day R&R.

The bathrooms are luxe and
stocked with spa products, each
with bath/shower combined. The
bedrooms have been finished to
a luxurious standard.
“The high-spec finishes
throughout all 11 cottages are
faultless and of a standard which
befits the Galgorm Spa & Golf
Resort,” said Hugh J. O’Boyle
Managing Director, Declan
McCormick.
“This was a job which had a
tight turnaround as you would
expect in a hotel environment.
The construction and design
team worked in unison to ensure
this project was delivered to an

“We are very proud of how the cottages
look now they are finished.”
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extremely high standard on time
and to budget – it really was a
great team effort.
“We are very proud of how
the cottages look now they are
finished and one of the main
things I would say is that they
have blended so well together
that you would think they have
always been there.
“As an established principal
contractor, founded in 1948,
Hugh J O’Boyle Ltd has an
excellent reputation in completing
high quality construction projects
for a wide range of public and
private clients. The Galgorm
project is another example of the
kind of prestige job we deliver on
– it showcases to the market what
we are about as a company.”
As an add-on to the contract to
build the 11 cottages, Hugh J.
O’Boyle Ltd was also tasked with

carrying out the refurbishments
of the existing six cottages on the
Galgorm estate.
“Again, this was a tight
turnaround but we used the same
approach by working closely
together with the consultant
teams and we finished this job on
time in just four weeks. Guests
were booked in from the day after
we completed our work,” said
Declan.
Hugh J. O’Boyle Ltd has a strong
working relationship with the
Galgorm Spa & Golf Resort,
having previously installed the
Halo Dome.
One of only five in the world, the
Halo Dome nestles unobtrusively

in the Thermal Spa Village. It is
constructed over two floors, and
for those seeking to eat al fresco,
its terrace can accommodate up
to 20 people.
“We have an excellent
relationship with the Galgorm
owners and management,” said
Declan.
“We have the experience
required for a tight-knit group
of clients who return to Hugh J.
O’Boyle for repeat business on
prominent jobs.
“Our teams deliver to a very
high standard, whether it’s on
a prestige job, a conservation
project, a one-off house or social
housing projects.”

“Our teams deliver to a very high standard whether
it’s on a prestige job, a conservation project, a one-off
house or social housing projects.”

1 The Green, Irish Street, Downpatrick. BT30 6BE.
T: 028 4461 2278 - E: info@hjob.co.uk
www.hjoboyle.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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The heatboss system which has been
installed in the Galgorm Golf Cottages.

WIRELESS HEATING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
HEATBOSS SYSTEM DELIVERS SAVINGS WHILST ENSURING COMFORT...

T

he innovative smart
heating management
system at the Galgorm
Golf Cottages will save around
30% on heating bills whilst
optimising guest comfort.
Installed by family-run business,
Okotech Ltd from Antrim, the
heatboss system gives both the
hotel staff and guests the ability
to set the temperatures and
heating times in the individual
cottages remotely. When the
cottages are not occupied the
hotel staff have the ability to
switch the heat off remotely
using the heatboss web
application avoiding the cottages
being heated when not in use.

When the cottages are occupied,
guests can personalise the
heating levels, from the heatboss
thermostat.
The smart system uses algorithms
which can recognise the thermal
characteristics of a room/zone
and turn the boiler off when it
knows there is enough inertia
to take the room/zone to the
optimum temperature. It can also
fully integrate with any building
management system.
Heatboss enables intelligent
control of radiators, underfloor,
electric heaters and hot water –
giving control over the on and off
times and target temperatures
for each room or zone within

HEATBOSS ENABLES CONTROL OF:

RADIATORS

UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

ELECTRIC
HEATERS

HOT WATER

BMS
INTEGRATION

your building, to that heat is
only applied when and where
required.
Gary O’Hagan, Technical
Director advises “We carry out an
initial site analysis and then setup the system before going onsite, to minimise any disruption.
As heatboss is a wireless solution
it can be installed very quickly
for example a 30-bed hotel can
be installed and commissioned in
just one day.
“The Galgorm Golf Cottage
project went very smoothly and
the staff have fully embraced
heatboss, especially as they can
now monitor and control the
heating within the cottages from
the comfort of reception. “
Okotech will provide ongoing
support to help the client identify
and resolve any heating issues
and optimise comfort and
savings.

T: 028 9422 8141
E: info@heatboss.co.uk
www.heatboss.co.uk
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JIM WRIGHT WINDOWS INSTALLED 60 WINDOWS AND 12 DOORS AT THE
RECENTLY COMPLETED GALGORM GOLF COTTAGES....

J

im Wright Windows
installed 60 windows and
12 doors at the recently
completed Galgorm Golf
Cottages.
The windows were all black
Spectus 70mm PVC windows
with raised astrical bars. Nine of
the doors were Apeer Diamond
composite doors with the
remaining three being Apeer
Isolate fire-proof doors.
“This was a very good job to be
involved with,” said Jim Wright,
from Rathfriland, County Down.
“The cottages were all finished
to a very high spec and the
completed properties all look
very well.
“Our two-man team was onsite,

off and on, for
six days in total
but it was a tight
turnaround with a
completion date that
we couldn’t miss as
guests would soon
be arriving to stay in
the cottages.
The cottages have
been completed
ahead of the 148th Open in
August at Royal Portrush,
with golf fans from all around
the world set to descend on
Northern Ireland.
“We were working for the
contractor, Hugh J. O’Boyle
Ltd who we have a very good
working relationship with,” said

Jim. “From start to finish the job
was very straightforward but we
were well supported by O’Boyle’s
foreman who helped us with
everything we needed.”

GALGORM COTTAGE SUITES

WINDOWS & DOORS

T: 07786 655807

PLUMBING & HEATING CONTRACTOR
A PRESTIGIOUS PROJECT FINISHED TO A HIGH STANDARD AND ON TIME...

H

inds Plumbing & Heating
provided all the heating,
plumbing and sanitaryware
at the Galgorm Golf Cottages.
The Portaferry company installed
natural gas boilers in all eleven
cottages along with Myson
décor radiators and sanitaryware
supplied by Stevenson & Reid.
“This was a prestigious project
for us to be involved it,” said
Contracts Manager Trevor Boyle.
“These cottages will be full this
summer with the Open taking
place in Royal Portrush so it was
nice for us to be involved in their
successful completion.
“We went on-site last September/
October and our four-man team
worked through until St Patrick’s
Day to get the job completed on
www.northernbuilder.co.uk

time. The job went well and we
are very pleased with how the
finished article looks, the cottages
were finished to a very high
standard throughout.
“We have an excellent working

FOLLOW US ON:

relationship with the contractor
Hugh J. O’Boyle which has been
built up over many years and
we look forward to working with
them again in the future.”
T: 028 4272 8295
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

TILING

This project
of eleven
new-build
golf cottages,
within the
prestigious
Galgorm
Resort & Spa,
was completed
within a tight
timeframe, but
to an exacting standard. The cottages were finished
in time for the 148th Open at Royal Portrush this
July. It included bespoke lighting, heating controls
linked via wi-fi to the main hotel concierge and
electrics integrated unobtrusively into wooden wall
panelling. James Haughey & Co has over 50 years’
experience in all aspects of Electrical Installations.
The Glenariffe-based company prides itself on
delivering installations to a high standard.

The project entailed the preparation and installation
of over 20,000 tiles, finished to the high standards
you would expect at a prestige location such as the
Galgorm Manor.
“The job was time consuming due to the extremely
high spec but a very rewarding job,” said SM Elite
Tiling Proprietor, Stuart Magill.
“We are a committed team with over 21 years’
experience. We are very proud of the job we did
and this type of high-end contract is the sort of
project we excel at.”
T: 07706 001288 SM Elite Tiling

T: 028 2177 1295 - E: eddie@jhaughey.co.uk

BESPOKE JOINERY
EXTENSIVE WORK THROUGHOUT NEW AND EXISTING COTTAGES...

U

nit Design carried out
extensive work at the 11 new
golf cottages as well as the
existing six cottages at the Galgorm
Resort & Spa.
The Newtownards-based company
established in 1977 installed
bedroom and living room furniture
in the existing cottages and in the
new properties they put in new
kitchens along with panelling in the
bathrooms, built-in wardrobes in
the bedroom as well as shelving and
leather headboards. They also built
bench seating and in the living room
installed shelving and TV units.

T: 028 9181 7160
W: www.unitdesign-ni.co.uk
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BIM CONFERENCE

BELFAST HOSTS MAJOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DIGITAL CONSTRUCTION…

‘A digital revolution is taking place’

O

ver 400
delegates
gathered at the
Crowne Plaza Belfast
on Friday June 7 for
Northern Ireland’s largest
digital construction
conference.
Digital Construction Live,
hosted by BIM (Building
Information Modelling)
Regions NI, is now in
its third year and aims
to raise awareness of
digital construction
while celebrating the
achievements made
within the architecture,
engineering and
construction (AEC)
Pictured are (l-r) Digital Construction Live conference host Jon Briggs, a broadcast journalist, and the original UK voice of Siri; leading BIM
industry.
and digital construction expert, Melanie Dawson, Director of Digital Construction at GRAHAM, and founder member and Chair of BIM
Regions NI; and Barry Neilson, Chief Executive, CITB NI (Construction Industry Training Board), one of the conference’s platinum sponsors.
The conference, which
was hosted by Jon
Briggs, a broadcast journalist and the
no one particular piece of technology
speakers included Melanie Dawson,
original UK voice of Siri, covered all
or hardware that the industry needs
Director of Digital Construction at
advancements of digital technologies
in order to be innovative. It’s much
GRAHAM and founder member and
and BIM in the AEC industry.
bigger than that.”
Chair of BIM Regions NI; Barry Neilson,
Delegates heard from industry
Conference host Jon Briggs added:
CITB NI Chief Executive; Lee Mullin,
professionals and keynote speakers
“When you look at the great buildings
Digital Construction Specialist, EMEA,
within the digital construction sector.
in the world around you, they are so
Autodesk; Richard Kirk, Director,
Topics included digital construction,
much more than structures. They are
Work+; George Mokhtar, Strategic
artificial intelligence, industry 4.0,
part of our psyche. They are part of
Director of Digital Asset Advisory at
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs),
our humanity. The recent destruction
Turner & Townsend; Rob Hine, Head
robotics, immersive technologies and
of Notre Dame proved exactly
of Trade and Commercial Partnerships,
BIM.
that. But you have to remember
BSI Group and Louise Kelly, UK BIM
Leading BIM and digital construction
that when they were constructing
Alliance Ambassador.
expert, Melanie Dawson, Director of
that magnificent building, they did
Digital Construction Live 2019 is
Digital Construction at GRAHAM, and
not have the advantage of digital
supported by platinum sponsors
founder member and Chair of BIM
modelling and digital construction
GRAHAM and CITB (Construction
Regions NI, said: “There is a digital
techniques.
Industry Training Board).
revolution taking place in construction
“Building Information Modelling (BIM)
Gold Sponsors include LEICA
which is gathering pace as the industry
is just one of the ways that automated
Geosystems, Autodesk, BSI Group
attempts to achieve targets set out
and converging technology are
and KOREC Group. Silver sponsors
in the UK government’s Construction
changing the way we create places
are CPD, The McAvoy Group, Bentley
2025 Strategy. Contractors and
from spaces. And if you’re not up to
Systems and Invest NI, and bronze
clients are searching for smarter
speed you’re going to get left behind.
sponsors include Queen’s University
ways to streamline everyday tasks
I am absolutely delighted to yet again
Belfast, Sky Luxe Ltd, DALUX and Site
and are on the lookout for new
host Digital Construction Live in
Diary.
technological solutions to support
Belfast.”
For further information visit
digital construction delivery. There is
Digital Construction Live 2019
www.nibimregions.com
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Full system for bathrooms and wetrooms.
DIN 18534 compliant for 100% peace of mind.
German-made, DGNB superior quality systems.
Ready-to-use system solutions.
Straightforward application.
SMET technical advisory and backup service.
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Composite waterproofing with
membrane and tile finish
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V

TANKING
MASTERS
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bringing european innovation

FS 570760

EMS 611077 OHS 623892

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Smet Building Products Ltd
93A Belfast Road | Newry | BT34 1QH | Northern Ireland
T: +44 (0) 28 3026 6833 | F: +44 (0) 28 3026 7619
E: info@smetbuildingproducts.com
www.smetbuildingproducts.com or www.smet.ie

WATERPROOFING

Composite waterproofing system - available from SMET.

THE EXPERTS AT SMET ADVISE ON BEST PRACTICE WHEN IT COMES TO
WATERPROOFING…

Tanking masters

U

K and Ireland building
regulations require structures
and building elements to be
designed and constructed in such
a way as to prevent damage or
unreasonable nuisance due to water or
moisture migration.
From the initial design, provision
should be made for suitable
waterproofing/tanking and dampproofing measures and this includes
avoiding the common misconception
that once a substrate is tiled and
grouted, it offers full protection
against leaks and moisture transfer. All

grouts are classed as water-permeable
and are therefore no substitute for
mandatory waterproofing.

FUNDAMENTALS OF TANKING
Composite waterproofing systems
(membrane plus tile finish) have
proved themselves in practice over
many decades and are described in
BS 5385-4 Design and Installation of
Ceramic and Mosaic Tiling in Specific
Conditions – Code of Practice.
However, the standard is stringently
governed in Germany in Standard
DIN 18 534 Waterproofing for indoor

applications and covers the following
materials to DIN 18 534-3 - Polymer
dispersions (DM); Crack-bridging
mineral sealing slurries (CM); and
Reaction resins (RM). This comprises
the following parts:
Part 1: Requirements and principles
for design and execution.
Part 2: Waterproofing with
waterproofing materials in sheet form.
Part 3: Waterproofing with liquidapplied waterproofing materials.
Part 4: Waterproofing with mastic
asphalt.
bringing european innovation

FS 570760
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WATERPROOFING

AVOIDING FAILURES
To avoid failures in the waterproofing
system you must ensure:

“It is a common
misconception that once a
substrate is tiled and grouted,
it offers full protection.”
Part 5: Waterproofing with
waterproofing materials in sheet
form in conjunction with tiles.
Part 6: Waterproofing with
waterproofing materials in panelshaped form.
Of key importance for the tiling
trade is the fact that composite
membrane and tile assemblies –
through their inclusion in the new
family of standards (DIN 18 534 Part
3) – will achieve the status of an
officially standardised waterproofing
system.

• All membrane substrates (renders
etc.) must be air-dry and meet various
criteria. Floating or unbonded screeds
for subsequent tiling should fulfil
these residual moisture requirements:
cementitious screeds ≤ 2.0 %; calcium
sulphate screeds ≤ 0.5 % or 75%
RH measured to BS 8203. These
values should be determined using a
(standard) CM tester or Hygro Hood
and documented. Any incorporated
floor heating systems should
normally undergo the commissioning
procedure to DIN 4725 “Hotwater floor heating systems”, with
a record taken of the results prior
to waterproofing and flooring
installation.
• Suitable levelling of the substrate
must be achieved prior to
waterproofing, i.e. the relevant wall
and floor surfaces must be provided
with all necessary levelling and filler
coats, falls etc necessary for the thinbed laying of tiles after waterproofing.
• A system-compatible sealing tape
is incorporated in the membranes at
movement joints. During subsequent
installation of the tile covering,
these joints are not rigidly grouted
but normally sealed with a silicone
product.
• In areas of moderate exposure,
incorporation of a waterproof
membrane is required behind tile
coverings and below bath or shower
trays, particularly where moisturesensitive substrates are present to
protect the structure against moisture
penetration.

BATHS AND SHOWERS
The installation of waterproof
membranes below bathtubs and
shower trays is a perennial source

of debate on building sites due
to the difficulty, in some cases,
of coordinating the works of the
various trades in order to meet this
requirement. “The application of a
sealant between the bath/shower
tray and the wall does not constitute
a waterproof barrier.” “The screed
and waterproof membrane should be
installed prior to the bathtub or shower
tray and carried below this element.”
DIN 18 534 - Areas below and behind
bathtubs and shower trays shall be
protected against water action!
Solution 1: Connection of bathtub/
shower tray edge to membrane, e.g.
with bathtub sealing tape.
Solution 2: Continuation of membrane
below and behind bathtub/shower tray.
If the installation of a waterproof
membrane is planned below/behind
bathtubs and shower trays, then
only the pipes serving the relevant
bathtubs/trays may be carried through
this space. The penetrations for these
pipes must be designed such as to
ensure reliable connection of the
membrane.
If no effective protection against
splashing is provided (e.g. only a glass
pane), the entire bathroom floor is
classed as a high-exposure area (W2-I).
This means that no moisture-sensitive
(gypsum-bearing) materials can be
incorporated in the floor and that
flexible, cementitious sealing slurries
are the minimum requirement for the
membrane. If effective protection
against splashing is provided, then
a calcium sulphate screed may be
laid outside the shower area (W1-I).
The same applies where provision is
made for an additional floor drain (e.g.
below the washbasin) that is not strictly
intended for regular use (W1-I).
A comprehensive range of tanking and
waterproofing materials and technical
advice is available from the experts at
SMET.

bringing european innovation

Smet Building Products Ltd | 93A Belfast Road | Newry | BT34 1QH | Northern Ireland
T: +44 (0) 28 3026 6833 | F: +44 (0) 28 3026 7619 | E: info@smetbuildingproducts.com
www.smetbuildingproducts.com or www.smet.ie
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EAKIN BROS SHOWROOM, MAYDOWN

PROJECT IN FOCUS

MAIN CONTRACTOR
LOWRY BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING DELIGHTED WITH FINISHED
SHOWROOM AT EAKIN BROS...

T

hose are the words of
Lowry Building & Civil
Engineering Contracts
Manager, Graham Baskin after
the completion of the new Eakin
Bros car showroom at Maydown.
The new 580 sq mt building
comprises a main showroom at
the front with a workshop to the
rear along with a parts store and
office suite.
Founded 96 years ago Eakin Bros
has been serving the North west
for four generations of the same
family with three generations still
heavily involved in the business

– Jack Eakin, his sons, John and
Peter and grandson, Jack. The
business employs 35 people
but that figure could be set to
rise now the new showroom is
completed.
“We became involved in the
project back at the tendering
stage last September during
which time we also met with
the client and architect to offer
advice and value engineer
some aspects of the plan,” said
Graham Baskin.
“We were able to make tweaks
which didn’t impact on the

architectural vision or the fabric
of the building. Instead we were
able to offer value-for-money to
our client – we are always very
open and transparent with our
clients and if we feel there is a
better and more cost effective
way of doing something then we
will raise it.
“We had really good ongoing
communication with our client
on this job and for me this was
key to the smooth running of the
project.”
Lowry’s were on the ground at
the beginning of October for a

“It’s a job we are proud to
put our name to.”
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project which had a completion
date of April. By this stage
though all parties were on the
same page with a very clear
vision of how to proceed.
“We were able to commit to
this tight turnaround because
of the planning and good
communication we had with
Eakin Bros and the architect,”
said Graham.
“We had a good team on the job
and we were able to liaise with
third-party contractors, again in
co-ordination with the client, to
successfully complete the job on
time.
“We are very pleased with the
finished showroom and it is
certainly a job we are proud to
put our name to.”
Although experienced with

buildings of this nature and size it
is the first time Lowry’s have built
a car showroom but it is the kind
of project they will be happy to
take on in the future.
“We are very pleased with the
finish at Eakin Bros – the building
really does look sharp,” said
Graham. “There were some
tricky aspects such as concealing
some of the services and the
painted ceiling along with the
lighting. Being a car showroom
the lighting was an important
element and we really took our
time and focused on getting this
aspect exactly right.
“It was very pleasing to attend
the showroom’s opening night
and to hear some very kind
words from the client. We are
pleased with the final outcome

but it is more important that the
client is happy.”
Peter Eakin paid tribute to the
‘professionalism’ Lowry’s brought
to the project.
“We have been in business for 96
years but this new building marks
a new chapter for us,” said Peter.
“Lowry’s were a first class
company to work with, they stuck
rigidly to the task of getting
the job completed on time. The
people on site were all very
professional, they were certainly
the right people to drive the job
forward.
“We are certainly very pleased
with how the showroom has
turned out, the finish throughout
is of a very high standard and we
are looking forward to this new
chapter in the business.”

EAKIN BROS SHOWROOM, MAYDOWN

PROJECT IN FOCUS

Lowry Building & Civil Engineering: The Old Bank, 7 John Street,
Castlederg BT81 7AW. T: 028 8167 8646
www.lowrybuilding.co.uk
www.northernbuilder.co.uk
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EAKIN BROS SHOWROOM, MAYDOWN

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
D. ROULSTON & SONS CARRIED OUT ALL THE INTERNAL PAINTING AT THE
NEW EAKIN BROS SHOWROOM AT MAYDOWN....

T

he Castlederg company
also coated the steelwork
in fire resistant paint and
installed the firestop throughout
the new car showroom.
A firestop is a form of passive fire
protection that is used to seal
around openings and between
joints in a fire-resistance-rated
wall or floor assembly. Firestops
are designed to maintain the
fireproofing of a wall or floor
assembly allowing it to impede
the spread of fire and smoke
while the coat of fire resistant
paint on the steelwork provides
one hour of protection in case of
a fire.
“We were very pleased with the
finish on this job,” said Dessie

Roulston. “It was
very pleasing
that our work
was praised at
the showroom’s
opening night.”
D. Roulston &
Sons were on the
Eakin Bros job,
intermittently for
approximately
two months
and have an excellent working
relationship with the contractor,
Lowry Building & Civil
Engineering Ltd.
“I began my working career back
in the 1960s with Lowry’s,” said
Dessie. “I began as a joiner then
served my time as a painter. “We

have always had a very good
working relationship with Lowry’s
and this job was no different.”

T: 028 8167 9250

ARCHITECTURAL GLAZING SYSTEM
HIGH PERFORMANCE SOLAR CONTROL
GLASS USED AT EAKIN BROS SHOWROOM...

I

nnovated Aluminium
Technology Ltd (IAT) supplied
and fitted the polyester
powder-coated aluminium
curtain walling and external
doors at the new Eakin Bros car
showroom at Maydown.
Working on a project which
included large expanses of
glazed areas, solar gain proved
to be an issue for the team at
IAT.
To prevent a greenhouse
effect and a build-up of heat
in the building, IAT used high
performance solar control glass.
The Eglinton Company also
liaised with the cladding
contractor, to ensure the various
interfaces within the buildings
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envelope where glass
met the cladding was
air, watertight and
aesthetically pleasing
IAT supplied and fitted
a bi-folding door system
for cars entering the
showroom.
“We were really pleased
with how the job went,
there were no major issues and
we completed it in a timely
manner,” said IAT Managing
Director, Leslie McClements.
Innovated Aluminium
Technology (IAT) provides
aluminium windows, doors,
curtain walling and aluminium
glazing systems throughout
Northern Ireland, Scotland,

England and Wales. The
company has enjoyed rapid
growth and now has a team of
12 staff and a number of subcontractors.

T: 028 7181 0829
E: info.iat@aol.co.uk
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DISABLED ACCESS

PLASTERING CONTRACTOR

Ritchie Hart & Co
installed the disabled
access lift at the
new £1 million Eakin
Bros showroom
at Maydown. The
product installed
was an Aritco 7000
platform lift which has
been designed for
the most demanding
environments: busy
schools, shops and
residential buildings.
Practical and versatile, it’s been engineered to
achieve the highest standards of quality, safety and
service life. Ritchie Hart & Co is the main agent for
Aritco in Northern Ireland with more people now
installing lifts in new builds as well as retrofitting in
existing buildings.

Noone Construction carried out the internal
plastering work throughout the new Eakin Bros car
showroom at Maydown.
The Londonderry-based company specialises in all
types of plastering including restoration work and
new builds – both interior and exterior.
With over 20 years in business, Noone Construction
has worked with Lowry Building and Civil
Engineering Ltd on a number of previous jobs
and enjoys a good working relationship with the
contractor.
T: Michael Noone 078 8579 0196
E: nooneconstruction@hotmail.co.uk

T: 028 9065 4594 - www.ritchiehart.co.uk

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

EAKIN BROS SHOWROOM, MAYDOWN

PROJECT IN FOCUS

FULL MECHANICAL PACKAGE DELIVERED BY
PRECISION MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS...

P

recision Mechanical
Contractors Ltd played
an integral role in the
successful completion of the
new Eakin Bros Car Showroom
and Workshop at Maydown,
Campsie.
As the mechanical contractor
we were responsible for the
delivery of the full mechanical
package including: Gas-fired
room sealed unit heaters
to workshop and show
room areas, LTHW gas-fired
heating system to WC areas
and offices, HVAC systems
to all office areas, and also
the installation of plumbing,
fixtures and fittings to all areas.

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

“This was a fast-moving
project, the job went very
well and was completed on
time and within budget, said
Precision Senior Manager, Ian
Gillespie.
This project is one of a number
of local projects undertaken
by Precision Mechanical
Contractors Ltd including
Banagher Sports Pavillion,
Newbuildings Primary School,
Foyle Womens Aid and
Altnagelvin Hospital Ward 4.
“The company was delighted
to work with Lowry Building
and Civil Engineering and Eakin
Bros on this project,” said Ian
Gillespie.

FOLLOW US ON:

T: 028 7186 0135.
E: ian@precisiongroup.co.uk
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TIMBER FRAME

HIGH QUALITY, COST EFFECTIVE, BESPOKE TIMBER FRAME HOMES…

A complete package from
Kilbroney Timber Frame

W

ith over 30 years’
experience in the
Construction sector,
Kilbroney Timber Frame can
provide a complete service from
design through to installation.
The major advantages of
timber frame construction are
its speed of erection, excellent
thermal efficiency, sound
performance and, of course, its
considerable advantages over
traditional building methods
where environmental issues are
concerned.
Either choose from Kilbroney’s
own comprehensive range of
house styles from the company’s
portfolio, or alternatively, the
Kilbroney Timber Frame team is

happy to manufacture and supply
a kit to your own architectural
design. For example, with the
bungalow pictured (top right)
you can have the timber frame kit
supplied and erected, with all the
insulation and the plasterboard,
and the windows and external
doors supplied and fitted for under
£35,000!
Whether you are an architect,
contractor or are embarking on a
self-build project, Kilbroney Timber
Frame can offer the right solution
for your needs.
For more information on
Kilbroney Timber Frame,
telephone 028 4173 9077
or e-mail
info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

“Kilbroney Timber Frame can
provide a complete service from
design through to installation.”

design, plan, build
Kilbroney Timberframe Ltd, Valley Business Park, 48 Newtown Road, Rostrevor, Co. Down, BT34 3BZ.
T: 028 4173 9077 - E: info@kilbroneytimberframe.com

88 | NORTHERN BUILDER MAGAZINE

FOLLOW US ON:

www.northernbuilder.co.uk

NEWS

ESF’S ALAN LOWRY
SHORTLISTED IN IOD AWARDS

(L-R) Key speakers, Garrett Quinn, Engineer at GP Developments, Mark Chesney, Installations
and Service Manager, Beam Vacuum & Ventilation, Jason Horrex, Training Manager of Technical
Academy, Paul McAlister, Director at Paul McAlister Architects, and at Saint-Gobain Technical
Academy’s first Better Build Roadshow seminar at the Titanic Hotel Belfast.

SAINT-GOBAIN BRINGS BETTER BUILD
ROADSHOW TO BELFAST
Saint-Gobain was delighted
to bring the first Better Build
Roadshow seminar to the Titanic
Hotel Belfast. With a host of
exciting speakers, the event
offered a great opportunity
to over 120 of Northern
Ireland’s construction industry
professionals to undergo the vital
upskilling needed to meet the
requirements of the sustainable
building agenda.
Jason Horrex, Training Manager
of the Saint-Gobain Technical
Academy said: “We were
delighted to bring the Better
Build Roadshow to Belfast to
highlight our commitment to

upskilling construction industry
professionals in Northern
Ireland. The next two years will
see exceptional changes in the
upskilling of the industry and
Saint-Gobain is dedicated to
leading the progression of best
practice within the sector through
our new Better Build Roadshow
and our Technical Academy.
We look forward offering more
events in Northern Ireland this
year to help meet the demand in
construction upskilling”
For more details on the Better
Build Roadshow and the SaintGobain Technical Academy
see: www.saint-gobain.ie

Managing Director of Environmental Street
Furniture (ESF), Alan Lowry is delighted to be
shortlisted as a finalist in two categories at this
year’s Institute of Directors, Director of the Year
Awards for Northern Ireland.
The man behind the innovative Stellar Solar
Smart Bench who has a wealth of knowledge
in the export market, having exported to 22
countries in 2018, has been shortlisted in both
the Innovation and International categories.
Alan said: “I have strived to grow ESF and be as
innovative as possible across our three distinct
product areas of street, themed and solarpowered furniture, as well as expanding the
company into new markets.
“I am particularly proud of our Stellar Solar
Smart Bench and its achievements, as well as its
sales across the globe to date.”
Find out more about ESF at
www.worldofesf.com

Alan Lowry, Managing Director of Environmental Street
Furniture (ESF) has been shortlisted in two categories at this
year’s prestigious IoD, Director of the Year Awards.

McCUE ANNOUNCED AS ONE OF IRELAND’S BEST MANAGED COMPANIES
McCue Crafted Fit, the Carrickfergus
based specialist refurbishment and fitout company, has been named as one
of Ireland’s Best Managed Companies

in the Deloitte Best Managed
Companies Awards programme, in
association with Bank of Ireland.
The company, which demonstrated
superior business
performance for the
seventh year in a row,
achieved the prestigious
platinum status at the
gala awards dinner held
in Dublin on March 1,
2019.
Managing Director of
McCue, Les McCracken
Pictured at the recent Deloitte Best Managed Companies awards
representing McCue Crafted Fit (L-R) are Gary Purdy, Diane Purdy, Alastair
said: “Achieving
Lyons, Rhonda Lyons and Les McCracken.
platinum status from
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Deloitte and maintaining our position
as one of their Best Managed
Companies is a fantastic achievement
for our team. Deloitte Best Managed
recognises the very best Irish
companies operating at the highest
levels of business performance and
we’re proud to be in the company of
many other successful Irish businesses.”
Anya Cummins, Partner, Deloitte
said: “The Best Managed Companies
process is a rigorous one, examining
every facet of an organisation, and the
bar is set high by our judging panel.”
For more information contact
www.mccuefit.com
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ARE YOU
RECRUITING?

www.northernbuilder.co.uk/jobs

JOBS

Take advantage of our job section online,

specifically targeted at people within the construction industry!
ONLY £75+ VAT for 4 Weeks

on the Northern Builder website and across social media
Contact Sarah NI: 028 9261 2990 - RoI: 01696 8319
or sarah@kmpltd.co.uk for more info

